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Author’s  Preface. 


rTlHOUGH  the  moderns  (and  my 
i  countrymen  in  particular)  are  very 
commonly  branded  with  the  re¬ 
proach  of  being  trifling  and  infignificant,  yet 
it  is  evident  they  are  far  from  wanting  a 
tafte  for  what  is  truly  good  and  ufeful.  If 
works  of  fancy,  and  of  pure  amufement, 
have  met  with  the  greateft  fuccefs,  works 
calculated  for  inftruétion  and  improvement 
have  met  with  the  kindeft  reception.  The 
courfe  of  the  former  has  indeed  been  rapid* 
but  almofl:  ever  of  fhort  duration.  Like 
I  lightning,  they  dart  forth  only  a  tranfitory 
flame  -y  of  which,  for  the  moft  part,  not 
l  the  leafl:  veftige  remains.  Whereas  the  latter 
have  pafled  on  with  a  fteady,  firm,  and  con- 
I  tinual  pace  :  and  time,  far  from  deftroying, 

I  has  only  rendered  them  more  valuable. 

This  is  evidently  proved  by  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  produâions,  which  have  been  writ¬ 
ten  with  a  view  as  well  to  improve  the  mind, 
as  to  better  the  heart,  which  are  equally 
recommendable  for  correétnefs  of  ftyle,  and 
rectitude  of  morals.  Such,  amongft  others, 
is  the  antient  hiftory  of  the  famous  Mr. 
V ol®  I.  a  Rollin* 
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Roll  in,  of  which  the  whole  world  knows 
the  fuccefs.  I  name  that  author  in  particu¬ 
lar,  becaufe  in  conducting  the  work  I  now 
publilh,  I  propofed  him  for  my  model* 
though  without  daring  to  hope  I  Ihould 
attain  his  perfection. 

That  learned  man,  full  of  merit,  and 
worn  out  by  years  and  labour,  having  fi- 
nilhed  his  courfe  before  he  had  accom- 
plifhed  his  undertaking,  the  world  was  ear- 
neftly  delirous  it  might  be  continued.  And 
the  wilhes  of  the  public  have  been  in  great 
meafure  fulfilled,  as  well  by  the  continua¬ 
tion  of  the  Roman  hiftory,  which  has  been 
written  with  great  applaufe  by  one  *  of 
the  mofi  famous  difciples  of  that  great  man, 
and  the  worthy  inheritor  of  his  eminent 
talents  ;  as  by  that  part  of  the  ancient  hi¬ 
ftory  -f  relating  to  Perfia  the  adjacent  coun¬ 
tries,  which  is  now  writing  by  j  another 
author,  well  known  amongft  the  learned 
for  the  correCt  map  which  he  drew  of  the 
feveral  ftates  and  empires  of  the  univerfe. 
In  the  latter  hiftory  will  be  fhewn  what 
palled  in  the  Eaft  for  the  fpace  of  500  years, 

*  Mr.  Crevier,  fenior  profeffor  of  eloquence  in  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Paris. 

f  In  this  hiftory  may  be  feen  at  one  view,  the  rife, 
increafe,  different  conditions,  duration,  difmemberings  and 
end  of  all  the  kingdoms,  empires,  republics,  and  great 
nations  who  have  made  a  figure  in  the  world,  from  the 
difperfing  of  mankind  after  the  deluge  to  the  prefent 
times. 

J  Mr.  Barbeau  de  la  Bruyere. 
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during  the  reign  of  two  great  families  that 
governed  Perfia  and  other  countries,  from 
the  time  the  Parthians  revolted  againft  the 
fucceflors  of  Alexander  the  Great,  to  the 
reign  of  Izdegerd,  the  laft  king  of  the  fa¬ 
mily  of  Artaxares,  who  was  dethroned  by 
the  mahometan  Arabians,  about  the 
640th  year  of  the  chriftian  Æra.  That 
work  may  ferve  as  an  introduction  to  the< 
prefen t  performance,  and  both  of  them  will 
form  no  improper  fequel  to  Mr.  Rollin’s  hi- 
ftory. 

When  firft  I  entertained  thoughts  of  en¬ 
gaging  in  this  work,  I  conceived  a  much 
more  extenfive  plan,  and  intended  to  have 
wrote  a  general  hiftory  of  the  Arabians,  on 
which  I  had  for  a  long  time  bent  my  ftu- 
dy,  and  for  which  I  had  collected  very  am¬ 
ple  materials.  But  when  I  began  to  digeft 
them  in  order  to  frame  my  hiftory,  I  met 
with  the  greateft  obftacles.  In  reviewing 
the  collerions  I  had  faithfully  made  from 
fuch  Arabian  authors  as  have  been  tranflated 
into  our  tongue,  I  found  that  moft  of  thofe 
writers  contradidted  each  other,  and  my  dif¬ 
ficulty  was  increafed  through  want  of 
a  competent  knowledge  of  Arabic,  which 
made  it  impoflible  for  me  either  to  confult 
fuch  originals  as  had  been  tranflated,  where¬ 
by  I  might  have  difcovered  whether  the 
fault  was  in  the  author  or  tranflator,  or  to 
make  a  proper  enquiry  into  the  many  other 
Arabian  hiftories  we  are  now  -poftefled  of, 
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in  which  I  might  have  found  the  means  of 
reconciling*  the  difference. 

I  depended  upon  being  furnifhed  with 
great  helps  from  the  Bibliothèque  Orien¬ 
tale,  written  by  Mr.  d’Herbelot,  a  work 
which  might  indeed  have  fully  anfwered  my 
expectations,  if  the  author,  who  was  a  perfect 
mafter  of  the  Arabian  tongue,  had  had  time 
to  revife  his  performance*  if  he  had  given 
it  the  finiftiing  ftroke,  and  could  have  di~ 
rected  the  prefs  ;  but  that  great  man  dyed 
too  foon,  and  the  materials  he  had  collected 
for  his  delign,  were  only  ranged  in  alpha¬ 
betical  order,  with  little  care  or  propriety* 
And  as  this  work  came  out  without  the  leaft 
examen  or  criticifm,  it  is  no  better  than  a 
compound  of  blunders  and  contradictions, 
which  perplex  and  weary  out  every  reader 
delirous  of  inftruction. 

It  muft  however  be  owned,  that  we  have 
no  better  performance  of  the  kind  in  our 
language,  to  which  we  can  have  recourfe  : 
And*  that  it  may  ftill  be  ufeful  notwithftand- 
ing  its  defects  ;  but  the  man  that  would  dis¬ 
cover  and  avail  himfelf  of  the  treafures  it 
contains,  muft  ftudy  it  with  the  care  and 
nicety  of  a  critic,  and  take  as  a  guide  fome 
unexceptionable  author,  by  whofe  afliftance 
he  may  be  enabled  to  make  proper  dis¬ 
tinctions. 

This  was  the  method  I  purfued,  having 
chofen  for  my  guide,  in  great  meafure,  the 
learned  hiftory  of  the  Patriarchs  of  Alexan¬ 
dria, 
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dria,  publifhed  by  the  Abbot  Renaudot  $  a 
work  in  which  that  learned  man  has  given  a 
pretty  full  extrad  of  the  hiftory  of  the  Sara¬ 
cens,  or  mahometan  Arabians,  from  the  time 
of  Mahomet,  till  the  deftrudion  of  the  Ca¬ 
liphs  by  the  Tartars. 

That  author,  who  is  fo  deeply  fkilled  in 
all  kinds  of  literature,  and  fo  well  verfed 
in  the  ftudy  of  languages,  confirmed  the  fuf- 
picion  I  had  juftly  entertained  in  perufing 
the  Bibliothèque  Orientale.  Though  he  was 
much  the  authors  friend,  and  highly  re-r 
fpeded  his  talents  and  merit,  he  fpeaks  but 
diladvantageoufly  of  his  work  *  ;  and  has 
informed  the  public  what  precautions  ought 
to  be  taken  in  reading  him.  He  greatly  re¬ 
grets  that  Mr.  d’Herbelot  had  not  time  to 
revife  it,  and  is  convinced  that  if  his  care  and 
exadnefs  in  the  performance  had  equalled 
his  fkill  and  knowledge,  it  would  have  been, 
the  moft  perfed  thing  in  its  kind. 

But  Mr.  d’Herbelot  is  not  the  only  writer, 
whom  Mr.  Renaudot  accufes  of  want  of 

*  Unde  monitos  ledlores  velim,  ne  fi  quæ  illis  occurrant 
aliter  tradita  quam  a  nobis  fadtum  eft,  dc  fide  Sc  diligentia 
noftra  dubitent  ;  preiertim  ft  quæ  in  nupera  Bibliotheca 
Orientali  viri  clariffimi,  amici  noftri,  Bartholomæi  Herbelotii 
de  iftis  rebus  leguntur,  cum  noftra  narratione  comparent. 
Abftt  fane  ut  viro  dodliflimo,  quern  ut  magiflrum  Temper 
fufpeximus,  laudis  aliquid  detradtum  velimus  :  Plura  fane 
Sc  meliora  longe  preftare  in  hoc  litterarum  genere  potuif- 
fet  quam  in  opere  illo  pofthumo,  in  quo  licet  multa  re- 
conditæ  eruditionis  reperiantur,  tamen  non  pauca  funt  quæ 
emendaturus  erat,  ft  jfupervixiftet.  Hift.  Patriarch.  Alexand* 

?age  539* 
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exadnefs  in  refped  to  the  Arabian  hiftory. 
He  goes  much  farther  back,  and  fhews  that 
even  many  original  authors  have  been  mif- 
taken,  and  have  not  faithfully  related  the 
hiftory  of  their  country.  He  complains  par¬ 
ticularly  of  Ei  Makin  and  proves  that 
this  author  was  the  caufe  of  many  of  the 
miftakes  which  feveral  writers,  and  in  par¬ 
ticular  Mr.  d’Herbelot  •f*,  were  guilty  of  in 
their  performances. 

The  fight  of  fo  many  rocks  and  fands 
made  me  fteer  with  the  greateft  caution. 
Infomuch  that  inftead  of  undertaking  a  ge¬ 
neral  hiftory  of  the  Arabians,  I  have  con¬ 
fined  myfelf  to  treat  of  thofe  people  only 
from  that  period  when  they  became  fub- 
jedt  to  monarchical  government  under  Ma¬ 
homet  and  his  fucceftbrs.  And  though  ori- 
ginal  authors  do  not  always  agree  as  to  many 
of  the  fads  and  dates,  I  have,  however, 

*  El  Makin  wrote  a  hiftory,  or  rather  a  chronicle,  of 
the  Mahometan  Caliphs  from  Mahomet  to  Moftader,  the 
forty  feventh  Caliph.  We  have  quoted  him  fometimes  in 
this  hiftory,  under  that  name,  when  we  have  made 
ufe  of  fpme  paftages  extracted  from  the  French  tranfla- 
tion  of  that  work  by  Vatier.  He  calls  him  only  Ma- 
cine. 

t  Nuper  alius  magni  fane  inter  litteratos  nominis,  nobif- 
que,  dum  viveret,  conjunftiftimus,  Bartholomæus  Herbelo- 
tius,  illam  retulit  ex  El  Macino  in  Bibliothecam  Orientaient 
fuam  abfque  ulla  cenfpra.  Quamvis  autem  neminem  for- 
talfe  in  his  peregrinis  litteris  dodiorem  noftra  aut  fuperior 
ætas  yiderit,  tamen  quia  colledanea  ilia  quæ  in  alphabe- 
tum  digefta  funt,  caruerunt  poftrema  authoris  emendatione, 
pon  majorem  habent  authoritatem  quam  a  fcriptoribus  ex 
quibus  ilia  defumpfit  :  Hie  autem  non  alium  quam  Elmaci- 
pum  nominat.  Hift- Patriarch,  Alexand.  pag.  483. 
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obferved  that  in  refpedt  to  the  feries  of  Ma¬ 
homet’s  fuccefiors,  as  well  as  to  the  many  re¬ 
volutions  which  have  frequently  changed 
the  face  of  the  farazenical  empire,  the  ac¬ 
count  of  writers  is  nearly  the  fame.  I  con¬ 
cluded  therefore,  I  might  fafely  undertake 
fuch  part  of  the  arabian  hiftory,  in  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  which,  I  ihall  defcribe  no  more 
than  is  already  confirmed  by  the  concur¬ 
rent  opinion  of  authors;  and  fhall  leave 
it  to  thofe  who  have  more  learning,  time, 
and  patience,  to  execute  a  more  compleat 
and  extenfive  work. 

This  hiftory,  fo  framed,  will  alfo  in  fome 
fort  accomplifti  the  defign  which  has  been 
formed  of  continuing  the  works  of  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  Mr.  Rollin.  That  learned  man 
having  no  other  view,  but  to  inftrucft  the 
generality  of  readers,  and  efpecially  the 
younger  part  of  mankind,  declined  engag¬ 
ing  in  intricate  enquiries,  which  were  fit 
for  the  learned  alone,  and  could  avail  only 
fuch  as  were  defirous  to  become  perfect 
mafters  of  a  hiftory.  In  this  performance, 
as  well  as  in  his  work,  the  reader  will  meet 
with  frequent  revolutions,  thrones  fubverted, 
fovereigns  made  the  fport  of  fortune,  abjeft 
Haves  become  mafters  of  a  crown  and  form 
powerful  dynafties,  which  take  rife,  and  are 
fuccefiively  deftroyed  with  the  fame  faci¬ 
lity.  Amazing  effects  of  the  dark  councils  of 
the  fupreme  Being,  in  whofe  hands  are  all 
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thrones  and  dominions,  and  who  gives  and 
takes  them  away  according  to  his  will. 

Such  is  the  profpeCt  offered  to  the  readers 
view,  by  the  hiftory  of  the  Arabians  under 
the  feveral  princes  who  ruled  over  of  them, 
from  the  time  of  the  firft  eftablifhment  of 
monarchical  government  amongft  them. 

The  life  of  Mahomet,  founder  of  their 
religion  and  empire,  will  be  a  fuitable  in¬ 
troduction  to  this  work.  The  abridgment 
I  have  given  of  it,  is  indeed  very  concife, 
but  is  however  fufficient  to  fhew  the  great 
genius  of  that  extraordinary  man,  who  with¬ 
out  the  leaft  advantage  of  education  or  ftudy, 
impofed  upon  the  people,  and  formed  a 
party  fo  powerful  as  to  enable  him  to  change 
the  face  of  the  government  and  religion  of 
his  country,  and  to  be  appointed  at  the  fame 
time  the  king  and  high  pried:  of  his  nation. 

The  beginning  of  his  pretended  miffion 
was  very  tempeftuous.  The  inhabitants  of 
Mecca,  amongft  whom  he  had  endeavoured 
to  propagate  his  enthufiaftic  doClrine,  de¬ 
clared  againft  him,  and  even  threatened  they 
would  put  him  to  death.  Being  obliged  to 
fly,  in  order  to  avoid  the  purfuit  of  his  en¬ 
nemies,  he  got  fafe  to  Medina  ;  where  he 
preached  more  boldly  than  ever.  And  being 
encouraged  by  the  perfecution  begun  againft 
him  at  Mecca,  he  artfully  made  a  merit  of 
it.  And  that  the  extremity  to  which  he  was 
reduced, may  never  be  forgotten,  his  difciples 
afterwards  formed  a  famous  epocha,  which  ftill 
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fubfifls  in  a  great  part  of  the  world,  where 
the  dodtrine  of  that  falfe  prophet  is  profeffed. 
That  epocha  is  called  the  Hegyra,  which  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  force  of  the  Arabian  word 
lignifies  flight  or  retreat.  I  fhall  have  occa- 
lion  to  fpeak  of  this  in  the  fequel  of  my  Pre¬ 
face,  and  fhall  fhew  how  it  may  be  made  to 
agree  with  the  Chriftian  Æra. 

No  fooner  had  the  new  legiflator  efla- 
blifhed  himfelf  in  Medina,  than  he  armed 
his  profelites,and  marched  in  an  hoftile  man¬ 
ner  to  Mecca,  which  he  brought  under  his 
obedience.  That  conqueft  was  foon  followed 
by  the  fubduing  of  the  three  Arabias. 
The  ancient  government  was  totally  chang¬ 
ed  ;  and  no  law  obferved  but  that  of  the  con- 

* 

queror.  Being  mafter  of  his  own  country, 
he  fought  to  propagate  his  religion,  and  ex¬ 
tend  his  dominions  by  arms.  He  formed 
the  defign  of  feizing  Syria,  then  pofiefied 
by  the  Greeks  ;  and  adlually  commenced  a 
war  againft  that  people  ;  but  death  flopped 
him  in  his  career  :  his  followers  refumed  his 
enterprize,  and  the  rapidity  with  which  they* 
carried  it  into  execution  had  almofl  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  prodigy. 

Mahomet  dying  without  leaving  any  male 
ifiue  or  naming  a  fuccefior,  the  riling  em¬ 
pire  of  the  Arabians  was  threatened  with 
ruin  through  diffentions,  which  arofe 
amongfl  the  mahometan  chieftains.  Ali,  who 
was  the  prophet’s  coufin,  and  alfo  his  fon  in 
law,  having  efpoufed  Fatima  his  daughter, 

laid 
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laid  claim  to  the  crown  :  They  were  ready 
to  come  to  blows  ;  but  at  laft  the  florin  was 
laid,  and  they  agreed  to  acknowledge  for 
fovereign  Abubecre,  whofe  daughter,  called 
Aïeflia,  was  Mahomet’s  beft  beloved  wife. 

The  great  veneration  they  had  for  the 
founder  of  the  ftate,  prevented  his  fuccef- 
fors  from  afluming  any  pompous  title  :  It 
was  their  defire  (  if  I  may  be  allowed  the 
exprefiion)  that  he  fhould  reign  for  ever 
over  the  nation  ;  and  therefore  fuch  as  after¬ 
wards  poflefied  the  throne,  were  contented 
with  the  title  of  Caliph,  that  is  to  fay  vi¬ 
car  or  fucceflbr.  Abubecre  was  the  firft 
prince  who  bore  that  title,  and  with  his 
reign  this  Hiftory  properly  begins. 

That  potentate  reigned  only  two  years  $ 
in  which  fhort  fpace  he  quelled  many  fac¬ 
tions  that  arofe  in  Arabia.  He  at  the  fame 
time  profecuted  Mahomet’s  defigns  againft 
the  Grecians.  He  entered  their  territories, 
and  poflefied  himfelf  of  part  of  Syria.  Omar, 
his  fucceflbr,  compleated  the  conqueft  of  that 
country.  Soon  after  this  his  generals  march¬ 
ed  into  Egypt,  and  made  themfelves  mafters 
of  that  vaft  province.  Othman,  who  was 
the  next  Caliph,  trod  in  his  predeceflors 
fteps,  and  fignalized  his  reign  by  feats  of 
arms.  On  the  one  hand,  the  Saracens  in¬ 
vaded  the  file  of  Cyprus,  and  on  the  other, 
they  made  an  irruption  into  the  kingdom  of 
Perfia,  fubdued  that  people  and  brought 
them  under  obedience  to  the  Caliphs. 

Oth* 
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Othman  was  affaffmated,  Ali  at  laft  at¬ 
tained  the  empire,  and  gained  a  great  name, 
for  which  however  he  is  rather  indebted  to 
the  bigotry  of  his  followers,  than  to  any  real 
merit  in  himfelf.  The  Perfians,  for  inftance, 
and  fome  other  people,  have  the  greateft  vene¬ 
ration  for  that  Caliph.  They  look  upon  him 
to  be  the  only  true  fucceffor  of  Mahomet  : 
In  confequence  of  which,  they  refufe  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  three  firft  Caliphs  that  pre¬ 
ceded  him.  They  are  extravagant  in  their 
praifes  of  that  prince’s  good  qualities,  and 
look  upon  him  to  be  one  of  the  greateft  mo- 
narchs  that  ever  fwayed  the  arabian  fcepter. 

But  I  mu  ft  own,  I  never  met  with  any 
thing  in  hiftory  to  countenance  the  opi¬ 
nion  they  would  have  us  entertain  of  that 
prince.  Not  a  fingle  adt  is  therein  record¬ 
ed  which  fhews  the  great  Man  :  On  the 
contrary,  he  appears  to  be  of  an  unfteady, 
turbulent  difpofition,  inconiiftent  in  what  re¬ 
lated  to  himfelf,  and  much  more  unfettled 
in  what  concerned  others.  The  very  mo¬ 
ment  the  prophet  his  father  in  law  was  dead, 
he  began  to  cabal,  in  order  to  obtain  the 
caliphlhip.  His  ambition  made  him  fwallow 
the  grievous  difappointment  he  met  with  in 
feeing  the  three  immediate  fucceffors  of  Ma¬ 
homet  inverted  with  that  dignity.  It  is  even 
afferted  he  was  concerned  in  the  confpiracy 
which  brought  Othman  to  his  end  ;  and  yet 
when  after  the  death  of  the  latter,  an  offer 
was  made  to  Ali  of  the  crown  he  had  fo 

eagerly 


XIII 


XIV 


The  PREFACE. 

eagerly  fought  after,  that  prince  refufed  it, 
and  even  at  the  laft  accepted  it  with  the  mod 
remarkable  reluctance.  He  had  no  fooner 
afcended  the  throne,  than  he  quarelled  with 
every  one,  and  alienated  their  affeCtions  to 
fo  great  a  degree,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
quit  his  capital,  and  fix  the  feat  of  the  ca- 
liphfhip  in  another  place. 

The  fufpicion  they  harboured  that  this 
prince  was  a  party  to  the  plot  for  aifaflinat- 
ing  Gthman,  was  made  ufe  of  as  the  pré¬ 
texte  for  a  revolt  which  broke  out  in  Syria. 
Moavias  who  had  been  appointed  governor 
of  that  province  by  Othman,  was  refolved 
to  revenge  the  death  of  his  benefaCtor.  He 
declared  Ali  to  be  unworthy  of  reigning, 
refufed  to  acknowledge  him,  caufed  himfelf 
to  be  proclaimed  as  the  only  lawful  Caliph, 
and  fixed  his  feat  at  Damafcus. 

In  vain  did  Ali  ftrive  againft  his  rival. 
He  took  up  arms  :  He  was  defeated,  and 
thought  himfelf  happy  that  by  means  of  a 
treaty  he  could  fecure  the  pofleflion  of  the 
title  and  prerogatives  of  Caliph  in  Arabia, 
He  was  foon  afterwards  afiafiinated,  and  left 
two  fons,  on  the  eldeft  of  whom  the  Ara¬ 
bians  beftowed  the  crown. 

Hafian,  for  fo  that  prince  was  named, 
(who  was  more  unfortunate,  but  far  from 
being  fo  capable^as  his  father)  could  not  bear 
up  againft  the  practices  of  Moavias  ;  info- 
much  that  after  having  reigned  fix  months, 
he  confented  to  refign  the  fcepter  which  he 
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was  not  worthy  to  wield.  Moavias  then  be¬ 
came  foie  polfeffor  of  the  throne,  was  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  all  Muffulmen  as  the  true 
and  lawful  Caliph,  and  was  the  firft  of  the 
famous  dynafty  of  the  Ommiyans,  fo  called 
from  Ommiyah  the  head  of  that  prince’s  fa¬ 
mily. 

So  foon  as  Moavias  was  in  quiet  poffeffion 
of  the  throne,  his  firft  care  was  to  fet  about 
the  increale  of  his  glory.  He  profecuted  thofe 
entreprizes  which  the  former  Caliphs  had 
begun  againft  the  Greeks.  He  drove  them 
out  of  Armenia  and  Anatolia,  and  beat  them 
back  even  to  Conftantinople.  He  then  took 
meafures  to  make  the  dignity  of  Caliph  he¬ 
reditary,  which  had  been  before  elective, 
and  fucceeded  in  his  defign;  his  crown  de¬ 
fended  to  his  fon,  and  afterwards  to  the  reft 
of  his  pofterity. 

That  dynafty  of  princes  maintained  them- 
felves  with  great  glory  during  fifteen  fuc- 
cefiions,  though  not  always  in  a  right  line, 
for  brothers  often  afcended  the  throne  to  the 
prejudice  of  their  nephews,  when  the  lat¬ 
ter  were  not  of  due  age,  or  there  were  any 
other  reafons  to  fet  them  by  the  crown  ;  but 
the  fucceflion  was  always  in  the  houfe  of  Om¬ 
miyah  till  the  time  of  Mervan  the  fécond, 
who  was  one  of  the  moft  illuftrious  and 
unfortunate  princes  of  that  family. 

The  deftrudtion  of  the  Ommiyans  was 
wrought  by  the  Abaflians,  princes  who  were 
fo  called  becaufe  they  defended  from 
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Abbas,  Mahomet’s  uncle.  For  the  better  exe¬ 
cuting  their  defign,  they  made  ufe  of  the 
fame  pretext  as  had  been  employed  by  the 
Gmmiyans  to  invade  the  crown.  The  lat¬ 
ter  had  declared  againft  Ali  for  joining  in 
the  affaflination  of  Othman  $  and  the  Abaf- 
fians  took  up  arms  againft  the  Gmmiyans, 
to  revenge  the  death  of  Ali,  who,  they  al- 
ledged  had  been  murdered  by  them  :  So 
they  fixed  themlelves  upon  the  throne,  and 
fecured  the  pofieffion  thereof  by  means  of 
that  horrid  maflacre  which  is  deferibed  in 
the  beginning  of  the  third  volume  of  this 

o  o 

hiftory. 

According  to  fome  authors,  two  princes 
efcaped  from  that  bloody  butchery.  One  of 
whom  eftablifhed  himfelf  in  a  corner  of 
Arabia,  where  he  pretty  quietly  enjoyed  the 
title  of  Caliph,  but  without  the  leaft  au¬ 
thority,  fave  only  in  a  very  fmall  extent  of 
territory.  He  formed  a  kind  of  dynafty, 
which  fubfifted  till  about  the  fixth  century 
of  the  Chriftian  æra.  The  other  efcaped  in¬ 
to  Spain,  and  was  acknowledged  as  Caliph 
by  the  mahometan  Arabians,  who  had  con¬ 
quered  part  of  that  province.  His  defen¬ 
dants  reigned  after  him,  and  maintained 
themfelves  upon  the  throne  about  three  hun¬ 
dred  years,  that  is  to  fay,  till  the  Alrnora- 
vides  conquered  Spain. 

The  Abaftians,  who  called  themfelves  the 
true  children  of  the  houfe  of  the  prophet,  as 
defending  from  Hafchem  and  Abdalmota- 
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ieb,  who  were  nearly  related  to  Mahomet, 
poffeffed  the  diadem  for  more  than  five  hun¬ 
dred  years,  under  thirty  feven  princes,  whofe 
hiftory  fills  the  third  and  fourth  volumes  of 
this  work.  The  feat  of  their  empire  was 
originally  at  Cufah.  Almanzor,  the  fé¬ 
cond  Caliph  of  that  dynafty,  tranflated  it  to 
Hafchemia  :  But  having  met  with  an  infult 
there,  he  formed  a  refolution  of  building 
the  city  of  Bagdat,  which  was  the  capital 
of  the  empire  till  the  race  of  Abbas  became 
extindt.  Motaflem,  one  of  the  Caliphs  of 
that  family,  refolved  to  remove  the  impe¬ 
rial  feat  to  Samarath  ;  but  it  was  only  for  a 
few  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  Bag¬ 
dat,  which  continued  to  the  end  the  chief 
feat  of  the  Caliphs.  For  that  caufe  the  Abaf- 
fians  are  commonly  called  Caliphs  of  Bag¬ 
dat,  as  the  Ommiyans  have  been  generally 
ftilled  Caliphs  of  Syria,  on  account  of  their 
confiant  abode  in  that  country. 

The  ruin  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah,  was 
folely  owing  to  the  unlimited  authority  with 
which  they  intruded  the  governors  of  their 
provinces  :  The  defeendants  of  Abbas  fell 
into  the  fame  error,  by  which  means  their 
power  was  greatly  diminifhed.  However 
they  fup ported  their  dynafty  longer  than  the 
Ommiyans  ;  but  with  lefs  fplendor  in  refpedt 
to  the  extent  of  their  authority. 

During  their  reigns  part  of  the  empire 
was  at  feveral  times  granted  away,  and  the 
territories  fo  difmembered  were  erected  into 
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as  many  different  dynafties.  Of  thefe  were 
the  Thaherians,  and  the  Soffarides  who 
reigned  in  Perlia,  Tranfoxftana  and  Turkef- 
tan  :  As  alio  the  Tholonides  and  Afchidians 
who  ruled  Ægypt  under  the  title  of  Sultans, 
though  at  the  fame  time  they  acknowledged 
the  fupremacy  of  the  Caliph  of  Bagdat. 

But  the  Afchidians  were  fucceeded  by  the 
Fatimites,  who  pretending  to  be  the  right¬ 
ful  fucceffors  of  Mahomet,  as  defcended 
from  Ali  by  Fatima,  daughter  of  that  pro¬ 
phet,  procured  themfelves  to  be  declared 
Sovereigns  in  Ægypt,  and  boldly  affumed  the 
title  of  Caliph.  From  thenceforth  the  name 
of  the  Caliphs  of  Bagdat  was  fuppreffed  in 
the  public  prayers  throughout  the  whole  ex¬ 
tent  of  their  dominions.  The  coin  of  the 
country  was  no  longer  {truck  with  their  ef¬ 
figy  ;  and  that  new  dynafty  poffeffed  the 
full  and  entire  fovereignty  for  almoft  three 
hundred  years,  at  which  time  the  Caliphs 
recovered  the  poffeffion  of  Egypt  ;  I  mean, 
that  they  were  acknowledged  as  fovereigns 
of  that  country,  and  received  kingly  ho¬ 
nours,  but  without  the  lead  real  authority. 

And  indeed  their  power  was  not  greater 
at  home.  The  imprudence  of  fome  of  the 
Abaffians,  who  had  introduced  at  their 
court  a  foreign  militia,  had  principally  con¬ 
tributed  to  abafe  the  dignity  of  Caliph. 
Thofe  troops  which  were  drawn  out  of  Tur- 
keftan,  and  who  are  mentioned  in  this  hi- 
ftory  by  the  name  of  Turkifh  militia,  foon 
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made  an  ill  ufe  of  the  favour  which  the  Ca¬ 
liph  (hewed  them.  By  infenfible  degrees 
they  ufurped  the  whole  power,  infomuch 
that  they  depofed  the  vizirs  and  even  the 
Caliphs.  In  time  they  were  brought  to 
obedience  ;  though  thereby  the  latter  ob¬ 
tained  no  increafe  of  power.  And  the  mi- 
niders  of  thofe  princes  difcovering  the  weak- 
nefs  of  their  fovereigns,  foon  reduced  them 
to  the  fame  (lavilh  yoke  they  had  been  en¬ 
deavouring  to  (hake  off. 

One  of  the  Abaflians  fought  to  curb  the 
infolence  of  thofe  miniders,  by  creating  a 
dignity  fuperior  to  that  of  the  vizirs,  name- , 
ly  the  pod  of  emir-al  omara,  that  is  to 
fay,  commander  of  commanders.  There¬ 
by  the  vizirlhip  was  as  it  were  annihi¬ 
lated  ;  but  the  Caliphs  were  (bill  (laves,  and 
the  (late  was  more  troubled  than  ever,  by 
the  intrigues  and  pradtices  of  fuch  as  afpir- 
ed  to  that  high  dignity.  This  was  the 
fource  of  the  continual  wars  carried  on  by 
the' princes  of  the  feveral  dynadies  which 
arofe  in  the  provinces  that  had  been  ab- 
folutely  granted  by  the  Caliphs.  Each  of 
them  laid  claim  to  the  pod  of  emir.  By 
turns  they  poffefled  it,  and  fupplanted  each 
other.  They  feizcd  the  temporal  authority 
into  their  hands,  and  left  thofe  princes  only 
the  empty  title  of  fovereign.  And  of  this  a 
particular  account  will  be  given  when  I 
come  to  treat  of  the  great  commotions  which 
were  excited  by  the  Baridians,  the  Hama- 
Vo  I-  I,  b  danites 
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danites,  the  Bouidans,  the  Gaznevites,  the 
Khouarezmians,  and  efpecially  by  thofe  fa¬ 
mous  princes  of  Turkeftan,  fo  well  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Selgiucidæ. 

Whilft  thele  powers  are  deftroying  each 
other,  a  new  one  will  be  feen  to  arife  and 
gain  its  ends,  which  is  the  dynafty  of  the 
Atabecks,  to  whom  the  Caliphs  of  Bagdat 
owed  the  deftrudtion  of  the  Egyptian  Fa- 
timites  after  whofe  ruin  Syria  and  Egypt 
became  again  fubjedr  to  the  Abaftians.  This 
great  undertaking,  which  was  projected  by 
the  i\tabeck  Noureddin  (called  in  our  hifto- 
ries  Noradin)  was  carried  into  execution  by 
the  famous  Salaheddin,or  Saladin,  as  weftern 
writers  call  him.  That  prince  attained  the 
fultanfhip  of  Egypt,  and  became  head  of 
the  dynafty  of  the  Aioubites,  which  was  in 
the  end  extirpated  by  the  Mammelukes,  tur- 
kifh  Haves,  whofe  pofterity  Salaheddin  had 
fomed  into  a  militia. 

During  the  reign  of  that  prince  and  his 
defendants,  all  Chriftendom  wTas  engaged 
in  the  ufelefs  expedition  of  the  crufades.  I 
have  given  only  a  fummary  account  of  the 
beginning  of  thofe  wars,  during  the  reign 
of  the  Fatimites,  for  as  it  was  not  my  intent 
to  treat  particularly  of  thofe  Caliphs,  I  avoid¬ 
ed  enlarging  upon  the  occurrences  during 
their  reign.  But  from  the  time  they  were 
extindl,  I  have  given  a  full  account  of  the 
fequel  of  thofe  wars  ;  for  as  Syria  and  Egypt 
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again  became  fubjeâ  to  the  Abaffians,  it 
made  part  of  my  hiftory. 

At  the  very  time  the  Baft  was  rent  by  thefe 
divi lions,  a  new  dynafty  arofe  much  more 
formidable  than  any  of  the  preceding,  which 
were  called  Genghifkanians,  from  Genghis- 
kan  the  founder  of  the  dynafty.  This 
prince,  fo  highly  renowned  on  account  of  the 
rapidity  of  his  exploits,  fell  like  a  torrent  on 
that  country  at  the  head  of  his  Moguls  and 
Tartars,  and  foon  conquered  an  immenfe 
trad:  of  land.  His  fucceffors,  who  inherit- 
ed  his  bravery,  as  well  as  his  hatred  to  the 
Muffulmen,  added  to  their  crown  almoft 
all  the  ftates  which  had  been  feized  by  the 
princes  of  the  other  dynafties,  who  till  that 
time  had  been  fo  powerful  ;  and  at  laft  they 
made  themfelves  matters  of  Bagdat,  maffa- 
cred  the  Caliph  and  his  children,  and  by 
their  death  put  an  end  to  the  illuftrious  houfe 
of  Abbas,  which  had  fat  on  the  throne  for 
above  fivç  hundred  years. 

At  this  period  the  hiftory  properly  con¬ 
cludes.  And  if  it  does  not  contain  a  rela¬ 
tion  of  every  matter  of  importance  which 
concerned  the  mahometan  Arabians,  it  may 
very  juftly  be  aflerted,  that  I  have  not  ad¬ 
vanced  a  (ingle  fadt  but  from  authors  of  un¬ 
doubted  credit  and  veracity.  The  reader 
will  find  (amongft  other  things)  a  particular 
and  juft  account  of  the  feveral  houles  or  dy¬ 
nafties  which  became  famous  am  on  eft  that 
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people,  as  alfo  of  their  rife,  increafe,  decay, 
and  end. 

In  refpeCt  to  the  general  character  of  that 
nation,  I  could  wifh  fuch  authors  as  I  have 
read,  had  afforded  me  the  means  of  contra  - 
diddling  the  opinion  we  have  always  enter¬ 
tained  of  the  arabian  Saracens.  I  have  juft 
mentioned  in  the  introduction  to  this  work, 
that  we  were  miftaken  in  regard  to  thofe 
people,  and  that  the  barbarity  which  we 
ufually  attributed  to  them,  was  folely  the 
efte£t  of  prejudice.  But  it  will  be  manifeft 
from  this  hiftory,  that  we  have  done  them 
no  great  injuftice.  And  in  truth,  under 
what  dynafty  foever  we  confider  them,  we 
{hall  always  find  that  cruelty  is  the  bafts  of 
their  character. 

It  muft  however  be  agreed  that  fome  in- 
ftances  of  clemency,  courtefy  and  humani¬ 
ty,  appear  in  the  time  of  fuch  princes  as 
undertook  to  regulate  the  government,  and 
foften  and  convert  the  favage  minds  of  the 
people  ;  but  fuch  inftances  are  rare,  and 
amount  not  to  prove  that  they  were  gene¬ 
rally  poffefied  of  thofe  amiable  qualities;  and 
it  would  be  imprudent  to  form  a  judgment 
of  a  nation  on  account  of  a  few  temporary 
virtues,  which  may  have  fhewn  themfelves 
during  the  brighteft  reigns  ;  fince  their  ge¬ 
neral  conduCl  alone  can  enable  us  to  pafs  a 
right  fentence.  Now  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  Arabians  have  attained  any  great 
perfection  in  that  particular.  They  are,  in 
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my  judgment,  nearly  the  fame  under  the 
Abaffians  as  under  the  Ommiyans  ;  and  if 
any  difference  appears,  it  is  not  to  their 
credit.  This  we  may  perceive  by  the  cha¬ 
racters  of  the  very  princes  who  pollened  the 
throne.  The  Abaffians,  who  were  full  as 
fierce  and  cruel  as  the  Ommiyans,  were  how¬ 
ever  far  beneath  them  in  point  of  conduCt 
and  courage.  Some  few  of  their  princes 
were  martial  :  but  the  mod  of  them  either 
never  conducted  an  army,  or  Chewed  their 
want  of  fkill  and  foldierfhip.  They  were 
unable  to  preferve  unbroken  that  noble  in¬ 
heritance  in  which  the  Ommiyans  maintain¬ 
ed  themfelves  with  fo  great  honour,  and 
during  their  reign  the  dignity  of  Caliph 
fell  into  the  greateft  contempt,  and  at  laid  was 
totally  deftroyed. 

With  regard  to  the  fciences,  it  mud  be  cor 
felled  that  the  Arabians  made  a  mod  ama 
ing  progrefs  therein.  It  was  however  late 
ere  they  began  to  cultivate  them,  though 
the  fire  and  vivacity  of  their  genius  render¬ 
ed  them  very  apt  for  the  purpofe.  The 
truth  is,  that  the  firft  Caliphs  were  utterly 
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ignorant  of  every  thing  fave  the  Alcoran 
and  the  art  of  war.  The  Ommiyans  are  alfo 
reputed  to  have  had  no  greater  Chare  of 
knowledge  ;  but  under  the  government  of 
the  defendants  of  Abbas,  a  tafte  for  the 
fciences  prevailed  through  the  whole  nation, 
..and  men  of  learning  appeared  cn  every  fid 
who  being  favoured  and  protected  by  th 
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princes,  were  improving  arts  and  fciences, 
and  compofing  works  in  different  kind$  of 
literature.  I  cannot  give  a  jufter  idea  of 
the  progrefs  which  letters  then  made  amongft: 
that  people,  than  by  quoting  at  length  a 
paffage  from  an  excellent  treatife  written  by 
the  Abbé  de  Fleury 

“  It  is  high  time,  fays  that  famous  wri¬ 
ter,  to  lay  afide  the  vulgar  opinion,  that 
all  Mahometans,  without  diftindtion,  are 
avowedly  ignorant.  They  have  had  an  in¬ 
credible  number  of  men  famous  for  learn¬ 
ing  and  knowledge,  particularly  of  Arabians 
and  Per  flans  ;  and  they  have  wrote  enough 
to  furnifh  very  large  libraries.  In  the  twelfth 
century,  which  is  the  time  I  am  fpeaking  of, 
they  had  been  already  fludying  with  great 
application  for  more  than  four  hundred 
years  -,  and  ftudy  was  never  carried  to  a 
higher  pitch  amongft  them,  than  when  it 
was  funk  to  the  lowed:  ebb  amongft  us,  that 
3$  to  fay,  in  the  tenth  and  eleventh  centuries., 
Thofe  Arabians,  I  mean  all  fuch  as  called 
themfelves  Muffulmen,  of  what  nation,  and 
in  what  country  foever  they  were,  followed 
twTo  kinds  of  ftudy  ;  one,  which  was  proper 
to  them,  and  another  which  they  borrowed 
from  the  Greeks,  who  were  fubjedts  to  the 
emperors  of  Conftantinople. 

<c  Their  proper  ftudy  was  in  the  firft  place 
religion,  that  is  the  Alcoran  ;  the  traditions 
which  they  attributed  to  Mahomet  and  his 
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firft  difciples  ;  the  lives  of.  their  pretended 
faints,  and  the  fables  they  related  of  them  ; 
cafes  of  confcience  touching  the  practice  of 
their  religion,  as  prayer,  purifications,  fafts, 
pilgrimages,  and  their  fchool-divinity  ;  which 
latter  contains  fo  great  a  number  of  queilions, 
upon  the  attributes  of  God,  upon  predefti- 
nation,  the  laft  judgment,  and  the  fuccef- 
fion  to  the  prophet,  that  they  have  given  rife 
to  many  fedls  amongft  them,  who  treat 
each  other  as  heretics. 

£C  Others  fludied  the  Alcoran  and  its 
commentaries  rather  as  lawyers  than  divines, 
namely, to  furnifh  themfelves  with  precedents 
for  determining  their  differences  and  dis¬ 
putes.  For  that  book  is  their  only  law, 
even  in  matters  temporal.  Others  again  ap¬ 
plied  themfelves  to  the  ftudy  of  their  hi- 
ftory,  which  had  been  carefully  written, 
from  the  commencement  of  their  religion 
and  empire,  and  continued  down  from  time 
to  time.  But  they  had  not  the  leaf!  know¬ 
ledge  of  any  hiftory  more  ancient  than  their 
own  government,  defpifing  all  mankind  who. 
were  before  Mahomet,  and  calling  all  thofe 
days,  the  days  of  ignorance,  becaufe  they 
did  not  know  their  religion.  They  were 
contented  with  the  antiquity  of  the  Ara¬ 
bians,  contained  in  the  works  of  their  an¬ 
cient  poets,  which  ferved  them  for  a  hifto¬ 
ry  of  thofe  times.  In  which  it  cannot  be 
denied,  they  followed  the  fame  principle 
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with  the  ancient  Greeks,  of  cultivating  their 
own  traditions,  how  fabulous  foever  they 
might  be. 

<c  But  it  mud:  alfo  be  acknowledged  that 
the  beauties  of  their  poetry  were  ever 
merely  fuperficial,  confiding  only  in  livelinefs 
of  fancy,  and  bold  nefs  of  expreflion.  They 
did  not  apply  themfelves  to  that  kind  of 
poetry  which  confids  in  imitation,  and  is 
the  bed  calculated  to  move  the  paflions  : 
and  probably  their  contempt  of  the  arts 
which  bear  a  relation  to  it,  as  painting  and 
fculpture,  (which  they  abhor  through  hatred 
to  idolatry)  might  induce  them  to  rejedt  the 
fame.  Their  poets  were  alfo  ufeful  in  the 
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ftudy  of  the  arabian  tongue,  which  was 
then  the  language  of  the  learned,  and  of 
mod  part  of  the  people  in  that  great  em¬ 
pire,  which  is  dill  chiefly  the  vulgar  tongue, 
and  is,  through  the  whole,  the  language  of 
their  church.  They  generally  dudied  it  out/ 
of  the  Alcoran  :  and  in  order  to  learn  the  ! 

J 

current  meaning  of  it,  the  mod  inquifitive 
amongft  them  ufed  to  flock  from  ail  parts 
to  the  province  of  Irak,  and  particularly 
to  the  city  of  Baforah,  which  was  the 
fame  amongft  them,  as  Athens  was  to  the 
Greeks.  As  at  that  time  powerful  princes 
fat  on  the  throne  of  Perfia,  there  were  fome 
writers  alfo  in  that  tongue,  which  has  been 
fince  greatly  polifhed.  Thefe  bodies  were 
proper  to  the  Arabians,  and  were  coeval  with 
their  religion. 
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u  Thofe  which  they  borrowed  from  the 
Grecians  were  of  later  date  by  two  hundred 
years.  For  it  was  about  the  year  820,  that 
the  Caliph  Aim  am  on  requefted  the  empe¬ 
ror  of  Conftantinople,  to  fend  him  the  beft 
books,  which  he  caufed  to  be  tranflated  in¬ 
to  the  arabian  tongue.  But  it  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  that  they  ever  attempted  to  learn  the 
grecian  language.  As  it  was  the  dialed;  of 
their  enemies,  nothing  more  was  want¬ 
ing  to  make  them  defpife  it.  Beiides,  at 
that  time  there  dwelt  in  Syria  and  in  Egypt 
fo  many  Chriftians  who  underftood  both 
the  arabic  and  greek  tongues,  that  they 
were  at  no  lofs  for  interpreters  ;  the  fame 
Chriftians  rendered  greek  authors  into  Sy¬ 
riac  and  Arabic,  as  well  for  their  own 
ufe,  as  the  Mahometans.  Amongft  the  greek 
books,  many  were  not  calculated  for  the 
Arabians.  They  could  not  tafte  the  beau¬ 
ties  of  a  poet  in  a  language  which  was 
foreign  to  them,  of  a  quite  different  ge¬ 
nius  from  their  own,  and  which  their  reli¬ 
gion  made  it  a  crime  to  read.  They  had 
moreover  fo  utter  a  deteftation  for  idolatry, 
that  they  did  not  think  it  lav/ful  barely  to 
name  the  heathen  gods  :  and  amongft  the 
many  thoufand  volumes  they  have  written, 
fcarce  one  can  be  found  that  makes  the  lead: 
mention  of  them.  They  were  therefore 
very  averfe  to  the  ftudy  of  thofe  fables, 
which  have  furnifhcd  fo  much  employ¬ 
ment 
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ment  for  modern  poets  :  and  the  fame  kind 
of  fuperftition  might  prevent  them  from 
reading  foreign  hiftory,  into  which  account 
may  be  taken  the  contempt  they  ftiew,  as 
has  been  already  obferved,  for  every  thing 
before  the  time  of  Mahomet.  As  to  elo¬ 
quence  and  politics,  which  take  rife  in  the 
moft  free  republics,  the  mahometan  form 
of  government  rendered  them  quite  ufelefs. 
They  were  under  a  defpotic  empire,  where 
they  dared  not  open  their  mouths,  fave  on¬ 
ly  to  flatter  their  prince,  and  applaud  his 
every  thought  -,  where  it  was  not  their  bufi- 
nefs  to  enquire  what  would  be  moft  advan- 
tagious  to  the  ftate,  or  to  learn  the  art  of 
perfuafion,  but  to  ftudy  obedience  to  their 
mailer’s  will. 

cc  Therefore  no  other  works  of  the  an- 
tients  could  be  ufeful  to  them,  but  fuch  as 
treated  of  the  mathematics,  philofophy  and 
phyfic.  As  they  minded  neither  politics 
nor  eloquence,  Plato  did  not  fait  them  ;  be- 
lîdes,  to  have  underftood  him  well,  a  com¬ 
petent  knowledge  of  the  poets,  religion,  and 
hiftory  of  the  Greeks,  was  abfolutely  necef- 
fary.  Ariftotle  fitted  them  much  better  with 
his  logic  and  metaphyfics  ;  and  they  ftudy- 
ed  him  with  incredible  ardour  and  afliduity. 
They  alfo  applied  themfelves  to  his  phy¬ 
fic  s,  but  chiefly  to  the  eight  books  which 
treat  of  phyfics  in  general  :  for  fuch  parts 
thereof  in  particular  as  require  obfervation 
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and  experiments,  were  not  for  their  turn. 
Amongft  other  things  the  ftudy  of  medicine 
was  not  forgotten  >  but  they  grounded  it 
chiefly  upon  general  reafons  touching  the 
four  qualities  or  accidents,  the  conftitution 
of  the  four  humours,  and  upon  fome  tra¬ 
ditional  remedies  which  they  had  not  taken 
the  trouble  to  examine,  and  which  they 
blended  with  a  heap  of  fuperftitious  nos¬ 
trums.  As  to  anatomy,  which  came  to 
them  in  a  very  imperfedt  condition  from  the 
Greeks,  they  made  no  progrefs  in  it.  It  is 
however  certain  we  are  obliged  to  them  for 
chemiftry,  in  which  they  made  very  great 
improvements,  if  they  were  not  the  inven¬ 
tors  of  it.  But  they  alfo  mixed  with  it  thofe 
defedts  which  we  find  fo  much  difficulty  to 
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Separate  from  it,  even  at  this  time,  namely, 
vain  promifes,  delufive  arguments,  fuper¬ 
ftitious  operations,  and  whatfoever  elfe  has 
furnifhed  out  the  whole  race  of  quacks  and 
impoftors.  From  thence  they  eafily  fell  in¬ 
to  magic  and  all  kinds  of  divination,  which 
mankind  naturally  follow  when  they  are 
ftrangers  to  phyfics,  hiftory,  and  true  reli¬ 
gion,  as  may  appear  from  the  example  of 
the  ancient  Greeks.  In  this  they  received 
great  affiftance  from  aftrology,  which  was 
the  chief  aim  of  their  mathematical  ftudies. 
In  fhort,  that  deceitful  fcience  was  in  fuch 
high  requeft  under  the  muflulman  empire, 
that  princes  made  it  their  chief  ftudy,  and 
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by  its  directions  regulated  their  moft  impor¬ 
tant  enterprizes.  The  Caliph  Almaman  him- 
felf  drew  up  fome  aftronomical  tables,  which 
were  much  celebrated  ;  and  it  mull  be  allow¬ 
ed  they  were  of  great  fervice  to  him  in  mak¬ 
ing  obfervations,  as  well  as  in  other  ufeful 
parts  of  the  mathematics,  namely  geome¬ 
try  and  arithmetic.  We  are  indebted  to 
them  for  algebra,  and  the  cypher  to  multi¬ 
ply  by  ten,  which  hath  fo  greatly  facilitat¬ 
ed  arithmetical  operations.  In  refpeCt  to 
aftronomy,  they  were  mailers  of  the  fame 
advantages  as  had  incited  the  ancient  Egyp¬ 
tians  and  the  Chaldeans  to  profecute  that 
ftudy,  for  they  inhabited  the  fame  country  ; 
and  were  alfo  acquainted  with  all  the  obfer¬ 
vations  made  by  thofe  feniors,  as  likewife 
with  all  the  additions  the  Grecians  had  made 
to  them”. 

Such  was  the  Hate  of  the  fciences  in 
Arabia  during  the  reign  of  the  Abaffians  ; 
which  I  have  endeavoured  to  exemplify  by 
colle&'ing  inch  faCts  as  feemed  to  be  moft 
worthy  our  notice.  And  now  nothing  re¬ 
mains  but  to  fpeak  of  the  arabian  year,  and 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  mahometan  He-5 
gyra  may  be  made  to  agree  with  the  chrif- 
tian  sera. 

The  arabian  year,  like  ours,  conflits  of 
twelve  months  ;  they  are  called,  Moharram, 
Sefar,  Rebiah  the  fir  ft,  Rebiah  the  fécond, 
Giomada  the  firft,  Giomada  the  fécond,  Re- 
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|  geb,  Schaban,  Ramadan,  Shaval,  Doul- 
I  kâdah  and  Doulhégiah.  Thefe  months  are 
\  formed  of  thirty  and  twenty  nine  days  al¬ 
ii  ternately,  that  is  to  fay,  the  firft  has  30 
j  days,  the  fécond  29,  the  third  30,  and  fo 
j  on.  The  whole  number  of  thefe  days,  it 
I  will  appear,  form  only  lunar  years,  which 
are  about  eleven  days  fhorter  than  folar  years. 
They  call  them  moveable  months,  becaufe 
they  fall  out  fucceffively  in  every  feafon  of 
the  year,  going  from  the  winter  to  au¬ 
tumn,  from  autumn  to  the  fummer,  and 
then  to  the  fpring.  Therefore,  fuppofe  for 
example  their  year  began  on  the  firft  day  of 
January,  three  years  afterwards  it  would  be¬ 
gin  on  the  firft  of  December,  in  three  years 
more  in  November,  and  fo  on. 

In  order  to  remedy  that  inconvenience, 
and  fix  the  time  of  the  pilgrimage  of  Mecca 
1  to  autumn,  which  is  the  moft  convenient 
feafon,  as  well  on  account  of  the  coolnefs  of 
the  weather,  as  becaufe  the  fruits  of  the 
1  earth  are  then  ripe  and  in  plenty,  the  an¬ 
cient  Arabians  made  ufe  of  the  intercalation 
w7hich  they  had  borrowed  from  the  Jews  ; 
and  every  three  years  they  added  one  month 
to  the  current  year  ;  by  which  means  they 
I  became  folar  years.  This  reform  was  made 
long  before  Mahomet,  and  was  in  ufe  at 
the  time  he  began  to  eftablifh  his  religion. 
But  the  new  legiflator,  pretending  that  a 
j  year  confiding  of  thirteen  months  was  re¬ 
pugnant 
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pugnant  to  the  divine  laws,  threw  out  the 
inteicalary  month,  and  re-eftablifhed  the  for¬ 
mer  lunar  and  moveable  year,  fuch  as  the 
Mahometans  obferve  to  this  very  day. 

Their  year  being,  as  I  have  obferved, 
eleven  days  fhorter  than  the  folar  year,  it 
falls  out  that  in  33  arabian  years  there  are 
wanting  33  times  eleven  days,  which  make 
363,  and  form  nearly  a  folar  year.  So  that 
by  adding  an  intercalary  year  every  3  3  years, 
you  may  make  the  arabian  year  agree  with 
our  vulgar  æra. 

But  it  is  neceftary  to  obferve  further,  in 
refpedt  to  the  year  of  the  mahometan  Ara¬ 
bians,  that  they  fixing  their  epocha  at  the  year 
in  which  Mahomet  fled  from  Mecca  to 
Medina,  and  which  happened  the  621ft 
year  of  Jeftis  Chrift,  in  the  month  of  Ju¬ 
ly,  it  is  neceftary,  in  order  to  make  the 
chriftian  and  Mahometan  calendars  agree, 
that  621  be  added  to  the  year  of  the  He- 
gyra,  which  you  would  bring  to  the  chri¬ 
ftian  year  5  and  that  number  added,  a  fub- 
ftradtion  mu  ft  be  made  from  the  quo¬ 
tient  of  as  many  units  as  there  are  33 
times  in  the  whole.  For  example  ;  in  or¬ 
der  to  find  by  the  656th  year  of  the  He- 
gyra,  that  in  the  chriftian  æra  which  an- 
lwers  to  it,  the  number  621  rauft  be  ad¬ 
ded  to  the  above  number,  which  will 
make  1277;  from  thence  mu  ft  be  de¬ 
ducted  as  many  units  as  there  are  33 
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times  in  656,  which  is  19,  and  the  re¬ 
mainder  will  be  1258,  and  that  is  the 
year  in  the  chriflian  æra,  anfwerable  to 
the  656th  year  of  the  Hegyra.  But  if,  on. 
the  contrary,  it  be  afked,  what  year  of  the 
Hegyra  agrees  with  the  chriflian  year  1258, 
in  the  firft  place  621  mufl  be  deducted 
from  that  number,  and  there  will  remain 
637;  then  as  many  units  mufl  be  ad¬ 
ded  to  the  fame  as  there  are  3  3  times 
therein,  being  19,  and  the  whole  will  a- 
mount  to  656,  which  is  the  year  of  the 
Hegyra  that  agrees  with  the  year  1258. 

It  mufl  be  obferved,  however,  that  this 
method  is  not  perfectly  exaél,  becaufe  the 
arabian  year  being  unfixed,  and  beginning 
!  fometimes  at  one  feafon,  and  fometimes 
at  another,  a  year  of  the  Hegyra  may 
be  reckoned  as  current  which  is  not  be¬ 
gun,  or  as  juft  begun,  when  it  is  far  ad¬ 
vanced  i  but  at  mofl  the  error  can  amount 
only  to  a  few  months.  Such  as  are  de- 
iirous  of  a  more  exa6t  and  nice  calcula- 
tion,  may  confult  the  tables  contrived  by 
Riccioli  for  reducing  the  years  of  the  He¬ 
gyra,  to  thofe  of  the  chriflian  æra.  A 
1  calculation  of  which  kind  may  be  alfo 
found  in  the  tables  drawn  up  by  the 
!  Abbé  Lenglet. 
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Page  13  line  14  fbr  fortune  read  fortunes.  P.  15  1.  5 
from  the  bottom,  for  defetl  read  defeat .  P.  27  1.  3  dele 
and.  P.  31  1.  10  for  Iman  read  Imam.  Idem  in  the  note 
1.  4  for  Abajfides  read  Abaffians.  P.  46  1.  3  from  the  bot¬ 
tom  for  Hajfa  read  Haffa .  P.  53  1.  23  for  zacal  read  za- 
cat .  P.  157  1.  2  from  the  bottom  for  Hajhah  read  Haffa. 
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Under  the  Government  of  the 

CALI  P  H  S. 


TO  fo  high  a  pitch  have  we  carried  our 
prejudices  againft  the  Arabians  (that 
famous  people,  whofe  hiftory  I  am 
now  about  to  write)  that  we  know  little  or 
nothing  of  them  :  and,  from  a  perfuafion 
that  they  are  barbarians,  and  that  their 
hiftory  can  afford  nothing  either  ufeful  or 
entertaining,  we  have  been  very  fparing 
(not  to  fay  negligent)  in  our  inquiries  touch¬ 
ing  that  people,  or  their  concerns. 

And  yet,  I  think,  there  is  not  a  nation, 
fince  the  fall  of  the  Roman  empire,  that 
better  deferves  our  knowledge  ;  whether  we 
coniider  the  great  men  which  have  appear¬ 
ed  amongft  them,  or  the  amazing  progrefs 
they  made  in  the  arts  and  fciences  for  many 
centuries. 
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I  fhall  not  attempt  to  go  fo  far  back  as 
the  origin  of  that  people  5  the  clouds 
which  cover  it  being  fo  thick  and  dark,  as 
to  afford  no  hopes  of  difcovering,  with  the 
leafl  certainty,  their  rife,  and  extradlion. 

But  as  the  Arabians  were  not  on  every 
account  illuftrious,  till  they  were  united 
under  the  fame  form  of  government  \  at 
that  period  I  fhall  begin  their  hiftory;  and 
fhall  take  no  further  notice  of  remote  times, 
than  may  be  necelfary  to  give  a  fhort 
fketch  of  the  country,  and  the  people  that 
inhabited  the  fame. 

I  fhall  then  give  an  abridgment  of  the 
life  of  the  famous  Mahomet,  founder  of 
their  monarchy,  by  which  the  reader  will 
find,  that  he  was  born  among  them  ;  that 
he  formed  the  bold  projeâ:  of  fubduing 
his  country,  and  enlarging  its  bounds  ; 
that  he  became  fupreme  head  of  a  new 
religion  ;  that  he  eftablifhed  a  defpotic 
fovereignty,  which  he  tranfmitted  to  his 
fucceffors;  and  that  all  thefe  great  events 
were  brought  about  by  enthufiafm  and  his 
fword  alone. 
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A  brief  account  of  Arabia,  and  its  inhabitants , 
before  the  time  of  Mahomet . 

ARABIA,  one  of  the  moft  conliderable 
provinces  of  Afia,  forms  a  peninfula, 
which  is  bounded  by  Syria  and  Paleftine 
to  the  north-weft  ;  by  the  Perfian  gulf  to 
the  north-eaft  :  bv  the  Indian  fea  to  the 
fouth-eaft  ;  and  by  the  Red  fea  to  the  fouth- 
weft- 

Geographers  divide  it  into  three  principal 
parts,  namely,  Arabia  Fælix,  Arabia  De¬ 
fer  ta,  and  Arabia  Petrea. 

Arabia  Fælix,  called  Hiemen  by  the 
Arabs,  reaches  from  the  mountains,  which 
feparate  it  from  the  two  other  Arabias,  to 
the  ocean. 

Arabia  Deferta  is  neareft  the  continent. 
It  is  fubdivided  into  three  diftridts,  called 
Thahamah,  Jemamath,  lying  near  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  country,  and  Hegiaz.  The 
laft  of  which  provinces  is  moft  famous,  on 
account  of  the  cities  of  Mecca  and  Medina, 
which  are  fituated  therein. 

Arabia  Petrea,  to  which  the  Arabs  have 
given  the  name  of  Hagi  or  Hagiar,  which 
fignifies  a  ftone,  is  bounded  by  the  Red  fea 
and  Egypt  on  the  weft;  by  Paleftine  and 
Syria  on  the  north  ;  by  Arabia  Deferta  on 
the  eaft  ;  and  on  the  fouth,  by  a  chain  of 
hills  which  feparate  it  from  Arabia  Fælix. 
And  in  this  province  ftands  the  mount  Sipai, 
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and  the  mount  of  Oreb,  fo  famous  in  fcrip- 
ture. 

Thefe  feveral  provinces  were  each  of 
them  governed  by  a  king,  the  moft  confi- 
derable  amongft  whom  were  thofe  of  Hi- 
emen,  who  reigned  under  the  name  of 
Hiemarite  kings  :  their  throne  fubfifted  near 
two  thoufand  years,  and  was  overturned  by 
the  ^Ethiopians,  who  at  laft  conquered 
Hiemen,  and  deftroyed  the  Dynafty  of  the 
Hiemarites.  Amongft  the  fovereigns  of  the 
other  provinces,  namely,  of  Hegiaz,  He  li¬ 
ft  ah,  Hirah,  and  Gaffan,  fome  were  re¬ 
markable  for  their  conquefts  ;  the  princes 
of  Hirah,  in  particular,  who  extended  their 
territories  beyond  the  limits  of  Arabia  ;  and 
that  country  afterwards  bore  the  name  of 
Arabian  Irack,  or  Hirah,  conquered  by  the 
Arabians.  It  was  formerly  a  part  of  Chal¬ 
dea  ;  the  other  part,  which  fell  to  the  king 
of  Perfta,  was  called  Perfian  Irack,  at  the 
time  the  Mahometans  enlarged  their  con¬ 
quefts  towards  the  eaft. 

Some  princes  defcended  from  one  of 
thofe  kings  having  penetrated  into  Syria, 
at  the  head  of  a  numerous  body  of  Arabians, 
fixed  their  habitation  in  a  very  pleafant  and 
convenient,  place  called  GafTan,  whence 
they  were  named  Gaffan  ides.  They  alfo 
bore  the  name  of  Hareth,  of  which  the 
Greeks  and  Latins  formed  that  of  Areta. 
In  the  fécond  epiftle  of  St.  Paul  to  the 
Corinthians,  mention  is  made  of  .  one  of 
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tliofe  kings,  of  whom  the  Jewrs  requefted 
they  might  guard  the  gates  of  Damafcus, 
in  order  to  prevent  St.  Paul’s  efcape. 

That  king  Aretas  had,  by  order  of  Auguf- 
tus,  fucceeded  the  tyrant  Silleeus,  who  had 
feized  the  Arabian  throne,  after  putting  to 
death  Abodas,  which  Abodas  came  to  the 
crown  by  the  death  of  another  Aretas,  who 
was  forced  to  pay  tribute  to  the  Romans,  in 
order  to  fecure  the  quiet  poffeffion  of  Arabia. 

The  Arabian  princes  were  famous  on 
account  of  the  wars  they  had  before  waged 
with  the  Egyptians,  the  Perfians,  the  kings 
of  Affyria,  and  even  againft  Alexander  the 
Great,  who  totally  fubdued  them  :  but  they 
recovered  their  power  during  the  wars 
which  that  prince’s  fucceffors  carried  on 
againft  each  other. 

The  Romans  afterwards  attacked  them 
with  fuccefs  5  and,  if  they  did  not  abfolutely 
conquer  their  country,  yet  the  dépendance 
under  which  they  were  held,  differed  very 
little  from  ftavery.  But  this  was  not  ef¬ 
fected  without  meeting  with  as  great  a 
reftftance,  on  the  part  of  the  Arabians, 
as  could  be  expeCted  from  men  of  the 
ftouteft  courage. 

By  thefe  means  their  government  was 
much  weakened.  They  had  never  been 
without  kings,  but  they  were  rather  heads 
of  tribes  than  real  fovereigns;  at  leaft,  in 
refpeCt  to  the  extent  of  their  power.  The 
natural  bravery  of  that  people  often  in- 
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duced  them  to  take  up  arms,  to  free 
themfelves  from  the  chains  in  which  they 
were  held  by  the  Romans,  and  after  them 
by  the  eaftern  emperors;  infomuch  that 
they  met  with  a  continual  viciffitude  of 
battles  won  and  loft,  until  the  feventh 
century  of  the  chriftian  æra;  at  which 
time  Mahomet,  by  putting  an  end  to  the 
feveral  tribes  that  formed  fo  many  govern¬ 
ments,  freed  thofe  people  from  every  fo¬ 
reign  yoke,  to  bring  them  under  his  own. 
Their  laws,  their  cuftoms,  and  their  very 
religion,  were  abrogated,  to  make  way  for 
a  new  government,  and  a  new  worfhip, 
as  will  be  made  appear  in  the  abridgment 
of  the  life  of  that  famous  legiflator. 


An  abridgment  of  the  life  of  Mahomet «, 


Birth  of  Ma¬ 
homet. 


TV/T  A  H  O  M  E  T,  or  as  the  Arabians  pro- 
n ounce  the  word,  Mohamed,  was 


born  at  Mecca  about  the  end  of  the  fixth 
century.  His  father  was  a  Heathen,  and 
his  mother  a  Jew,  and  both  of  them  were 
of  the  tribe  of  the  Coraifchites.  That  tribe 
was  more  eminent  than  the  reft,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  having  been  long  in  poflef- 
fion  of  a  very  honourable  employment. 

To  them  belonged  the  guard  and  direc¬ 
tion  of  a  famous  temple  called  the  Caabah, 
that  is  to  fay,  The  fquare-houfe.  This  edi¬ 
fice,  if  the  Alcoran  may  be  credited,  was 
railed  to  the  honour  of  the  true  God,  by 
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Abraham  and  Ifhmael,  and  had  been  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  worfhip  of  idols  ever  fince  the 
introduction  of  Paganifm  amongft  the  Ara¬ 
bians.  That  place,  formerly  fo  noted  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  devout  pilgrimages  made' 
thereto  by  the  heathen  Arabians,  is  to  this 
very  day  as  remarkable  for  the  pilgrimages 
of  the  Mahometans. 

The  fuperintendance  of  that  temple  had 
before  belonged  to  the  Khofaites,  a  famous 
tribe  amongft  the  Arabians  3  but  they  had 
been  deprived  of  it  fome  time  by  Kofla,  one 
of  Mahomet’s  anceftors,  who  was  chief  of 
the  tribe  of  the  Coraifchites  3  and  who  fo 
firmly  eftablifhed  his  power,  that  he  re¬ 
mained  abfolute  mafter  of  the  Caabah  3  and 
tranfmitted  the  government  of  it  to  his 
pofterity,  together  with  the  principality  of 
Mecca,  which  was  a  kind  of  appurtenance 
'•  to  that  poft. 

The  perfon  who  enjoyed  that  dignity 
when  Mahomet  came  into  the  world,  was 
called  Abdal-Moutaleb,  and  amongft  the 
many  children  he  had,  the  moft  famous 
were  Abdallah,  Al-abbas,  and  Aboutaleb. 

Abdallah,  the  eldeft  of  them,  was  Maho¬ 
met’s  father  3  he  died  fhortly  after  the  birth 
of  his  fon,  whom  he  left  under  his  mother’s 
tuition  :  in  a  few  years  afterwards  fhe  alfo 
died,  and  Mahomet  was  left  an  orphan  at 
about  eight  years  of  age,  and  in  a  very  des¬ 
titute  condition. 
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Aboutaleb,  hisfather’s  brother, tookcharge 
of  his  education,  and  brought  him  up  at  his 
own  houfe  till  he  was  twenty  years  of  age. 
He  then  put  him  out  to  a  widow,  named 
Cadhiga,  who  was  miftrefs  of  great  riches, 
which  her  hufband  had  gained  by  trade  ; 
and  die  then  carried  on  commerce  with  the 
greateft  fuccefs. 

Mahomet  was  at  firft  employed  in  the 
meaneft  offices  ;  but  in  a  ffiort  time  he  was 
fo  very  affiduous,  and  gave  proofs  of  fo  great 
a  capacity,  that  Cadhiga  made  no  fcruple  to 
truft  him  with  the  management  of  her  whole 
trade,  and  thereby  put  all  her  fortune  into 
his  power. 

Mahomet  was  true  to  the  truft  which 
Cadhiga  repofed  in  him;  trade  flouriftied 
in  his  hands,  riches  increafed  apace,  and 
all  their  undertakings  were  fuccefsful  :  and 
Cadhiga,  being  moved  by  a  lively  fenfe 
of  gratitude  to  recompence  his  zeal  and 
fidelity,  thought  fhe  could  do  no  lefs  than 
beftow  her  perfon  on  him  in  marriage  ; 
which  file  performed  accordingly. 

He  continued  to  carry  on  trade  for  fome 
years  ;  and  then  finding  himfelf  mafter  of 
immenfe  riches,  he  formed  the  boldeft 
project  that  ever  entered  the  imagination 
of  a  private  man  :  no  lefs  than  the  fram¬ 
ing  a  new  religion,  and  ufing  proper  means 
to  eftablifh  and  propagate  it. 

About  four  years  before  he  left  off  trade, 
he  formed  the  firft  idea  of  his  enthufiaftic 
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defign.  The  frequent  voyages  he  was  obliged 
to  make  into  Syria,  India,  and  other 
countries,  had  afforded  him  the  means  of 
being  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  man¬ 
ners,  dodtrine,  and  public  worfhip  of  the 
people  who  inhabited  thofe  provinces.  Chrif- 
tianity  had  once  flourifhed  there  in  its  ut- 
moft  purity  ;  but  was  at  that  time  fo  dif- 
guifed  by  herefies  of  different  kinds,  as  not 
to  appear  the  fame.  Scarce  a  catholic 
Chriflian  remained  :  the  inhabitants  of  thofe 
regions  were  either  Arians,  Neftorians,  or 
Manichees  ;  and  each  of  thofe  fedts  had  its 
dodtors  and  divines.  Mahomet  contradled 
an  acquaintance  with  them  all;  he  took 
great  delight  in  converting  with  them,  and 
gained  a  thorough  knowledge  of  their  tenets, 
as  well  as  of  the  reafons  which  had  in¬ 
duced  them  to  raife  a  fchifm  againft  the 
Catholics.  An  information  of  this  kind, 
infenfibly  led  him  to  frame  a  new  fyftem  of 
religion,  on  which  he  turned  his  whole 
thoughts  from  the  moment  he  left  off 
trade. 

As  Mahomet  well  knew  the  genius  of 
his  countrymen,  he  entertained  the  mod: 
fanguine  hopes  of  fucceeding  in  his  enter- 
prize.  He  was  not  ignorant,  that  the 
Arabians  were  naturally  lively,  and  fond  of 
novelty.  Befides,  the  heat  of  the  climate 
they  dwelt  in,  made  them  add  idled  to  il- 
lufions  and  enthufiafm  :  he  had  manifefl 
proofs  of  it,  from  the  great  number  of 
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different  fedfs  which  had  been  intro¬ 
duced  amongft  that  people  by  a  ftrange 
mixture  of  Jews  and  Chriitians  of  all  opi¬ 
nions  ;  thefe  however  were  but  inconfider- 
able  in  comparifon  of  Paganifm,  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  the  eftablifhed  religion. 

Mahomet  When  Mahomet  had  maturely  weighed 
pretends  to  be  the  chief  articles  of  the  worfhip  he  intended 
n  ^  ’  to  eftablifh,  he  made  a  trial  of  his  miffion 
in  his  own  family  :  and  as  he  was  fenfible 
that  no  religion  would  be  looked  on  as  true, 
unlefs  it  were  founded  on  revelation,  his  firft 
flep  was  to  make  his  wife  believe  he  had 
an  intimate  correfpondence  with  heaven. 

The  better  to  bring  this  about,  he  made  an 
artful  ufe  of  an  infirmity  he  was  fubjedt  to, 
which  was  the  epilepfy .  Mahomet  very  care¬ 
fully  obviated  any  objedtions  Cadhiga  might 
*  have  made,  on  account  of  the  fits  with 
which  fhefometimes  faw  him  attacked  :  he 
cautioned  her  not  to  form  a  wrong  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  convulfive  ftate  he  often  ap¬ 
peared  in  ;  that,  far  from  being  a  difeafe, 
it  was  on  the  contrary  amofl  fignal  favour  of 
heaven  ;  and  was  caufed  by  the  appearance 
of  the  angel  Gabriel,  and  the  infpirations 
the  Almighty  was  pleafed  to  honour  him 
with  by  the  miniiiry  of  that  angel.  Maho¬ 
met  imparted  to  his  wife  all  that  (he  pre¬ 
tended)  was  revealed  to  him,  and  then 
began  to  explain  to  her  the  main  points  of 
his  new  religion  ;  according  to  which  he 
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afferted,  God  was  to  be  ferved  and  honoured 
by  mankind. 

Cadhiga,  either  believing,  or  feigning  a  Pro- 

belief,  propagated  the  report,  that  her  huf-  hornet’s  doc- 
band  was  a  prophet  and  infpired.  So  un»  trine, 
common  a  ftory  at  firft  gained  no  credit  fave 
in  her  own  houfe,  and  with  fome  of  the 
lowed:  of  the  people,  who  being  won  by 
Mahomet's  bounty,  foon  became  zealous 
followers  of  that  new  apoftle.  Their  warm 
imaginations  made  them  readily  affent 
to  whatfoever  they  heard  relating  to  Ma¬ 
homet's  converfe  with  God  ;  they  looked 
on  his  epileptic  fits  as  an  inconteftable  evi¬ 
dence  of  his  being  infpired  :  and,  in  a  fliort 
time,  miracles  were  attributed  to  him.  The 
ignorant  vulgar,  who  are  always  attracted  by 
what  is  new  and  marvelous,  greedily  fwal- 
lowed  each  extraordinary  tale  that  was  told  x 
them,  and  the  number  of  Mahomet's  difci- 
ples  became,  by  infenfible  degrees,  fo  great, 
that  the  magiftrates  of  Mecca  refolved  to 
make  ufe  of  their  authority,  in  order  to 
flop  the  progrefs  of  their  enthufiafm. 

After  a  mature  deliberation,  the  council 
judged  it  would  be  moft  prudent  to  feize 
the  new  prophet  ;  to  examine  him  touching 
his  dodtrine  ;  and,  if  he  made  a  free  con- 
feffion,  to  infift  on  his  figning  a  formal  re¬ 
cantation  ;  otherwife  to  imprifon  him  for  the 
reft  of  his  life. 
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The  refolution  of  the  magiftrates  was  not 
kept  fo  fecret,  but  that  it  reached  Maho¬ 
met’s  ear.  As  fome  of  his  followers 
were  perfons  of  note,  and  allied  to  the 
chief  magiftrates,  the  order  of  the  coun¬ 
cil  took  wind,  and  the  new  legiflator  pre¬ 
vented  its  being  put  in  execution  by  a  fpeedy 
flight. 

He  departed  from  Mecca  in  the  night¬ 
time,  and  was  accompanied  in  his  retreat 
by  many  of  his  difciples,  and  in  particular 
by  Abubecre,  who  was  one  of  chief  note 
amongft  them.  The  magiftrates  being  in¬ 
formed  of  his  efcape,  fent  immediately  in 
purfuit  of  him  5  but  he  found  means  to  avoid 
their  meflengers,  by  travelling  only  after  the 
night-fall,  and  (hutting  himfelf  up  in  caves 
during  the  day-time. 

Perfecution,  which  feems  formed  to  give 
credit  and  increafe  to  every  fed:  and  be¬ 
lief,  prepared  the  minds  of  thofe  fugitives 
to  receive  a  deeper  imprefiion  of  the  new 
prophet’s  dodrine.  The  artful  legiflator, 
who  was  capable  of  turning  each  jundure 
to  his  advantage,  made  ufe  of  the  time  of 
his  abode  in  thofe  deep  caverns*,  to  confirm 
his  difciples  in  the  principles  of  his  religion. 

*  The  abode  of  the  prophet  and  his  difciples  in  caverns, 
has  been  an  inexhauftable  fund  of  matter  to  his  followers. 
They  pretend  that  he  did  there  a  great  number  of  miracles 
to  atteft  the  truth  of  his  million  :  but  many  of  the  mo  ft 
knowing  writers  of  Arabia  inform  us,  that  the  prophet 
often  difowned  thofe  prodigies. 
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As  he  was  naturally  eloquent  and  pathetic, 
he  made  the  moil  moving  fpeeches  to  them, 
touching  the  obftacles  which  were  raifed  by 
the  malice  of  the  devil,  to  the  propaga¬ 
tion  of  thofe  tenets  the  Almighty  had  re¬ 
vealed  by  the  miniftry  of  his  angel. 

Their  fancies  being  already  heated  and 
in  great  agitation,  through  the  darknefs  and 
ftillnefs  of  the  place,  which  zeal  for  their 
falfe  religion  had  obliged  them  to  take  fhel- 
ter  in,  were  fired  by  the  force  of  his  language. 

They  all  devoted  themfelves  to  his  will,  and 
took  a  folemn  oath,  to  facrifice  their  lives 
and  fortune  for  him  and  his  dodtrine. 

Mahomet,  encouraged  by  the  fuccefs  of  Ma^omet 
this  firfi:  ftep,  happily  ended  his  journey,  j^t0  Me~ 
and  arrived  at  laft,  with  his  whole  train,  at 
a  city  of  Arabia  Deferta,  then  called  Yatreb, 
which  name  was  afterwards  changed  for 
that  of  Medina-al-Nabi,  which  fignifies,  City 
of  the  prophet.  It  is  alfo  called  barely  Me¬ 
dina,  that  is  to  fay,  The  city,  as  if  it  merited 
alone  to  be  honoured  with  that  name, 
for  having  afforded  an  afylum  to  the  new 
legiflator. 

To  the  time  of  this  flight  the  followers  Beginning  of 
of  Mahomet  have  fixed  their  grand  epocha, the  iîeS)'ra- 
which  they  called  Hegyra,  that  is  to  fay, 

Flight  or  retreat.  Thence  they  begin  their 
common  æra,  which  correfponds  with  the 
62 2d  year  of  the  chriftian  æra  :  but  it 
muff:  be  obferved,  that  their  years  are  lu¬ 
nar,  and  confequently  eleven  days  fhorter 
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than  folar  years.  Thofe  eleven  days,  at  the 
end  of  33  years,  amount  to  about  a  folar 
year  5  fo  that  the  33d  year  of  the  Hegyra  is 
but  the  3  2d  year  fince  the  commencement 
of  that  epocha. 

When  Mahomet  arrived  at  Medina,  he 
found  a  great  number  of  profelytes,  whom 
his  emiffaries  had  converted.  His  prefence 
gave  an  additional  weight  to  his  dodtrine, 
which  he  had  before  caufed  to  be  promul¬ 
gated  there.  The  maiculine  eloquence, 
and  the  inffnuating  and  prophetical  lan¬ 
guage  of  that  new  miffionary,  foon  gained 
him  fo  prodigious  a  crowd  of  difciples, 
that  in  a  fhort  time  he  found  it  was  in  his 
power  to  have  troops  under  his  command. 

He  then  formed  a  defign  of  chaftiiing 
the  inhabitants  of  Mecca,  for  the  contempt 
they  had  fhewn  of  his  dodxine,  and  the 
neceffity  they  had  lain  him  under  of  fhame- 
fully  quitting  the  place  of  his  nativity. 
He  concealed  his  revenge  under  the  mask 
of  religion  ;  the  fure  way  to  render  it 
more  crueL  He  therefore  declared  to  his 
difciples,  that  he  was  fent  from  heaven, 
in  an  efpecial  manner,  for  the  converfion 
of  the  Arabians  ;  that  thofe  people  were 
fonk  in  the  groffeft  idolatry  ;  that  meafures 
muff  be  taken  to  recover  them  from  fuch 
a  ftate*  and  that  there  were  no  other 
means  of  fucceeding,  but  by  marching 
againft  them  fword  in  hand. 
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The  prophet’s  defign  met  with  applaufe, 

:  and  he  foon  faw  ranged  under  his  ftandard, 
a  great  number  of  difciples,  ready  to  carry 
fire  and  fword  wdiitherfoever  he  pleafed  to 
:  fend  them. 

Mahomet,  highly  pleafed  at  this  temper  of 
his  difciples,  would  not  give  it  time  to  cool, 
but  tried  their  courage  by  fending  them 
out  againft  a  body  of  troops  who  had  kept 
the  field  by  order  of  the  magiftrates  of 
Mecca,  ever  fince  the  time  of  his  efcape* 
He  gave  the  command  of  them  to  one 
of  his  uncles,  named  Hamza,  whom  he 
:  thought  worthy  his  utmoft  confidence,  on, 

:i  account  of  the  warmth  he  had  fhewn  for 
J  his  dodxine.  Befides,  Hamza,  to  the  blinded: 

zeal  joined  the  mod  confum mate  bravery, 
j  which  fitted  him  for  the  command  of  a 
;  troop  of  enthufiafts.  Of  him  therefore  Ma¬ 
homet  made  choice  to  head  his  followers, 

;i  and  delivered  to  him  the  ftandard  of  re¬ 
ligion  5  and,  after  having  charged  them  to 
pay  an  implicit  obedience  to  fuch  orders 
as  Hamza  ftiould  iftue  in  his  name,  he 
caufed  them  to  march  againft  the  enemy. 

But  this  expedition  was  not  attended 
with  fuccefs  :  the  troops  of  Mecca  gained 
j  the  advantage,  and  totally  routed  Mahomet’s 
I  difciples,  who  were  glad  to  fave  themfelves 
5  by  a  mo  ft  diforderly  flight  to  Medina. 

This  defe£t  was  fo  far  from  difconcerting 
them,  that  it  fpurred  them  on  to  take  better 
t  meafures  againft  another  occafion.  They 

were 


*5 


i6  The  HISTORY  of 


The  Maho¬ 
metans  plun¬ 
der  a  cara¬ 
van. 


were  properly  inftrudted  in  military  difci- 
pline,  and  furnifhed  with  better  arms  ; 
and  when  they  were  judged  to  be  in  a 
condition  for  marching,  they  were  ordered 
to  take  the  held  a  fécond  time. 

This  expedition  was  as  profperous  as 
Mahomet  could  wifh.  His  troops  fell  in 
with  a  caravan  of  Coraifchites,  whom 
they  attacked  with  great  fury,  intirely  de¬ 
feated  their  guard,  and  carried  off  a  very 
valuable  booty,  as  well  in  effedts  as  pri- 
foners.  The  plunder  was  equally  divided 
amongft  the  conquerors  ;  for  the  prifoners, 
they  were  either  obliged  to  embrace  the 
dodtrine  of  Mahomet,  or,  in  cafe  of  refufal, 
were  maffacred  upon  the  fpot.  This  vic¬ 
tory  coft  the  Mahometans  no  more  than 
fourteen  foldiers.  The  prophet,  for  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  his  difciples,  with  his  own 
mouth  gave  the  higheft  praifes  to  thofe 
who  loft  their  lives  on  that  occafion,  and 
they  were  with  great  foiemnity  declared 
martyrs  to  the  faith.  Thefe  men  were 
furely  an  uncommon  kind  of  martyrs,  who 
began  their  million  with  theft  and  rob¬ 
bery,  and  introduced  and  maintained  their 
dodxine  by  the  fword  :  but  how  much 
unlike  the  primitive  Chriftians,  whofe  only 
weapons  were  the  word,  example,  and  in- 
ftrudtion  ! 

The  advantage  which  Mahomet’s  dif¬ 
ciples  had  gained,  confiderably  increafed 
his  party.  The  hopes  of  booty  drew  to 
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him  a  great  body  of  thieves  and  robbers, 
which  rendered  him  fo  formidable,  that 
the  caravans  could  no  longer  travel  the 
country  with  fafety  ;  the  magiftrates  of 
Mecca  likewife  declined  fending  out  any 
more  troops  againft  him.  . 

The  prophet  then  found  himfelf  in  a 
condition  to  tafte  the  fruits  of  his  victory. 

But  as  he  well  knew  the  quiet  he  enjoyed 
was  folely  owing  to  the  impotence  of  his 
enemies,  he  refolved  to  take  advantage  of 
their  weaknefs,  to  bring  them  under  his 
obedience. 

So  foon  as  he  faw  his  forces  were  fuf-  Mahomet 

ficient,  he  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  ^ I* ii^b n nt ^ 
troops  and  marched  towards  Mecca,  to  es  his  religion 
which  he  laid  liege.  This  expedition  was there* 
fuccefsful  ;  the  place  was  carried  by  ftorm, 
and  the  affrighted  inhabitants  were  foon 
forced  to  obey  fuch  laws  as  the  conqueror 
thought  fit  to  prefcribe. 

Mahomet  then  ordered  the  public  exer- 
cife  of  his  religion.  He  chofe  from  a- 
mongft  his  difciples  men  of  the  greatefl: 
abilities,  knowledge,  and  fidelity  ;  he  com¬ 
manded  them  to  publifh  the  precepts  and 
ceremonial  of  his  law,  of  which,  he  charged 
them  to  inforce  a  due  obfervance. 

The  conqueft  of  Mecca  might  have 
been  fufiicient,  as  well  to  fatisfy  Mahomet’s 
vanity,  as  his  revenge  for  the  affront  that 
had  been  offered  in  obliging  him  to  fly 
his  country.  But  his  ambition  foared  a 
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higher  pitch.  Being  poflefled  of  two  con- 
fiderable  places,  where  both  his  laws  and 
his  doftrine  prevailed,  he  would  have  con- 
fidered  his  projed:  as  no  more  than  barely 
entered  on,  if  the  reft  of  Arabia  had  not 
bent  to  his  yoke.  He  therefore  over-run 
their  whole  country  with  an  armed  force, 
and  coming  up  with  a  detachment  of  their 
troops  near  Bedra,  he  gave  them  battle, 
and  gained  a  compleat  viétory. 

This  new  fuccefs  rendered  him  more 
enterprizing  :  he  turned  his  arms  upon 
the  arabian  Jews,  and  refolved  to  exter¬ 
minate  them:  but  he  was  flopped  in  the 
midft  of  his  conquefts,  by  the  great  lofs 
he  fuftained  in  the  battle  of  Ohod. 

Abu-Sofian,  his  inveterate  enemy,  having 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  Coraifchites, 
caufed  his  troops  to  advance  towards  Me¬ 
dina,  and  took  pofieflion  of  the  mount 
of  Ohod,  which  is  at  the  diftance  of  about 
four  miles  from  that  city.  Mahomet,  pre¬ 
fuming  upon  his  former  fuccefs,  imme¬ 
diately  advanced  with  great  boldnefs  to 
drive  him  from  that  poft.  In  the  beginning 
of  the  adion,  he  gained  fome  little  advan¬ 
tage,  but  having  been  unfortunately  wound¬ 
ed,  he  was  obliged  to  quit  the  field.  His 
men,  not  feeing  him  at  their  head,  were 
difmayed  and  eafily  broken  by  the  enemy, 
who  made  a  terrible  flaughter  of  them. 
However,  a  great  number  efcaped  the  fword 
of  the  conqueror,  and  reached  Medina 
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without  being  purfued.  The  Coraifchites 
were  fo  far  from  improving  their  victory, 
that  they  did  not  even  purfue  the  fugitives, 
but  employed  themfelves  in  taking  a  re¬ 
venge,  equally  brutal  and  ufelefs,  on  the 
bodies  of  the  Mahometans  flain  in  that 
battle. 

On  that  day,  the  very  women  were  Cruelty  of 
remarkable  for  deeds  that  redounded  fhame  the  araDlan 
on  their  fex.  Hendah,  Abu-Sofian’s  wife,  women' 
and  the  women  her  attendants*,  fet  the 
i  firft  examples  of  the  mo  ft  fenfelefs  fury. 

It  is  aflerted  that  Hendah,  amongft  others, 
i  having  found  on  the  field  of  battle  the  body 
of  Hamza,  Mahomet’s  uncle,  ripped  him 
up  with  her  own  hands,  and  with  her  teeth 
i  tore  out  his  liver. 

This  bloody  check  was  a  terrible  ftroke 
*  to  the  prophet  ;  but  he  felt  it  even  more 
i  feverely  when  he  found  himfelf  expofed  to 
[  the  reproaches  of  fuch  as  had  loft  their 
I  relations  and  friends  in  the  battle.  Thofe 
!  murmurs,  which  are  ever  dangerous,  but 
efpecially  to  a  new-raifed  authority,  caufed 
him  more  difquietude  than  even  the  confe- 
|  quences  of  his  defeat  y  but  his  imagination, 
fertile  in  expedients,  foon  fuggefted  to  him 
the  means  of  filencing  the  complaints  of 
that  enraged  multitude. 

*  The  Arabian  women  accompanied  their  hufbands  to 
the  war.  They  beat  the  drum  at  the  head  of  their  tribe. 
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He  laid  before  them  thofe  principles  he  had 
fo  often  inculcated,  in  refpedt  to  inevitable 
deftiny,  which  made  one  of  the  chief  articles 
of  his  dodtrine;  and  from  thence  inferred, 
that  fuch  as  fell  in  the  field  of  battle,  had 
ended  their  courfe  in  the  very  manner  which 
the  eternal  decrees  had  fixed  before  all  time. 
“The  number  of  our  days  is  appointed”,  faid 
he;  C£  we  perifhby  ficknefs,  by  the  fword,and 
by  other  unhappy  accidents  which  human 
kind  are  fubjedt  to,  and  which  menace  us 
every  moment  :  no  man  can  prolong  his 
life  beyond  the  fixed  term.  The  will  of 
heaven  has  been  accompliihed  as  to  the  time; 
and  what  matters  it  as  to  the  manner,  place, 
or  circumftances  ?” 

This  kind  of  language  which  Maho¬ 
met  made  ufe  of,  added  to  his  outward 
fhew  and  conduct,  which  were  even  more 
influencing  than  his  words,  had  the  de¬ 
fined  effeft.  For  now,  inftead  of  lament¬ 
ing-  thofe  who  were  killed  in  that  addon, 

o  7 

they  confidered  them  as  true  martyrs  to 
the  faith,  and  feemed  better  difpofed  than 
ever  to  make  a  facrifice  of  all  for  the  fup- 
port  of  their  prophets  dodtrine. 

Of  this  they  gave  the  moft  remarkable 
proofs  on  different  occafions,  when  Maho¬ 
met  was  attacked  by  lèverai  tribes,  who  had 
entered  into  an  alliance  againft  him.  They 
were  totally  defeated  in  feveral  addons  ; 
and  to  prevent  any  infurredlions  which 
they  might  have  afterwards  made,  he  al- 
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moft  entirely  cut  them  off,  that  is  to  fay 
maffacred  all  the  men,  and  carried  all  the 
women  and  children  into  flavery. 

Whilft  Mahomet  was  employed  in  fub-  His  troops 
duing  his  countrymen,  his  generals  in  ta^e  Madian. 
his  name  made  conquefts  in  more  diftant 
countries  :  thus  he  made  himfelf  mailer  of 
Madian,  and  many  other  cities  of  note  on 
the  borders  of  Syria. 

The  rapidity  of  his  conquefts  filled  all  Mahomet 

Arabia  with  terror.  The  feveral  tribes  m.a£e;la  jruce 

with  the  Co- 

came  to  pay  him  homage,  except  the  To-  raifchites. 
raifchites,  who  were  very  unwilling  to  fub- 
mit.  They  refolved  however  to  lay  down 
their  arms,  but  it  was  only  to  demand  a 
truce  :  Mahomet  confented  to  it  5  and  a 
truce  was  concluded  for  ten  years.  It  will 
doubtlefs  appear  amazing,  that  being  at  the 
head  of  fuch  numerous  forces,  and  in .  a 
courfe  of  victory,  he  did  not  make  one  at¬ 
tempt  to  fubdue  the  only  faction  that  re- 
fufed  obedience  ta  his  laws;  but  it  is  highly 
probable,  he  chofe  rather  to  refer  the  whole 
to  time  and  opportunity.  Befides,  as  he  was 
originally  of  that  tribe,  it  is  likely  he  was 
unwilling  to  carry  matters  to  extremity,  and 
hoped  he  might  by  moderation  more  ef¬ 
fectually  gain  his  ends,  than  by  employing 
open  force. 

This  truce  was  alfo  favourable  to  the 
project  he  had  formed  of  appointing  pil¬ 
grimages  to  the  famous  temple  called  the 
Caabah.  He  therefore  caufed  proclamation 
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to  be  made  in  the  feveral  places  under  his 
authority,  that  fuch  as  had  embraced  his 
dodrine,  might  go  to  Mecca  and  perform 
their  devotions.  He  alfo  fixed  the  time 
for  undertaking  the  journey,  and  prefcribed 
the  ceremonies  to  be  obferved  on  the  oc- 
ccafion  :  and  that  he  might  avoid  giving 
umbrage  to  the  Coraifchites,  with  whom 
he  had  juft  entered  into  a  treaty,  he  com¬ 
manded,  that  fuch  as  performed  that  pil¬ 
grimage,  fhould  go  unarmed,  and  remain 
at  Mecca  only  three  days. 

So  foon  as  it  was  noifed  abroad  that  Ma¬ 
homet  had  adjufted  matters  with  his  mod 
inveterate  enemies,  a  croud  of  difciples 
flocked  to  him,  who  had  fled  for  refuge 
into  Ethiopia,  during  the  perfecution  that 
had  been  raifed  againft  the  prophet. 

This  re-union  happened  in  the  feventh  year 
of  the  Hegyra,  which  (as  I  have  already 
obferved)  was  feven  years  after  Mahomet 
had  made  his  efcape  from  Mecca  to  go  to 
Medina. 

The  prophet  having  no  more  wars  to 
wage  with  the  Arabians  his  countrymen, 
again  took  up  arms  againft  the  Jews,  and  at¬ 
tacked  them  with  great  fury  :  he  feized  feve¬ 
ral  of  their  towns,  and  amongft  others  Kai'bar, 
which  was  one  of  the  ftrongeft.  In  that  place 
he  had  like  to  have  met  with  his  death 
amidft  one  of  his  moft  famous  conquefts.  j 
Having  taken  up  his  lodgings  at  the  houfe 
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of  one  of  the  chief  men  in  the  city,  named 
Hareth,  they  ferved  up  at  his  table,  among!!  1S  P°lfon* 
other  difhes,  a  poifoned  fhoulder  of  mut¬ 
ton.  The  prophet  eat  of  it,  and  was  loon 
taken  very  ill.  However,  they  prevented  it 
from  being  immediately  fatal  to  him,  tho* 
they  could  never  intirely  free  him  from  the 
ill  effedts  of  the  poifon,  by  which  he  was 
greatly  incommoded  during  the  remaining 
three  years  of  his  life. 

After  his  death  it  was  difcovered  who  gave 
him  the  poifon.  Za'inab,  daughter  of  the 
man  with  whom  Mahomet  had  lodged,  con- 
feffed,  that  flie  poifoned  the  flioulder  of 
mutton,  with  this  view,  that  if  he  was  a 
true  prophet  the  poifon  would  take  no  effedl* 
but  if  not,  that  it  would  infallibly  kill  him, 
and  fhe  fhould  thereby  free  her  country  from 
a  deftru&ive  tyrant. 

The  indifpofition  which  Mahomet  felt, 
notwithstanding  the  many  remedies  which 
were  adminiftered  to  him,  did  not  prevent  Beginning  of 

i  •  r  A  i  •  j  •  the  war  be- 

nim  from  taking  up  arms  a-new,  and  conti-  tween  the 
ing  his  bloody  million  with  fuccefs.  He  Mahometans 
marched  again!!  the  Greeks,  and  lighted  up  and  Greeks* 
the  fir!!  fpark  of  that  fatal  war,  which  his 
followers  fo  hotly  carried  on  during  the  fpace 
of  feven  or  eight  centuries. 

Authors  differ  in  opinion  as  to  the  rife 
of  this  war.  Some  affert,  that  Mahomet 
undertook  it  only  to  be  revenged  of  the 
emperor  Heraclius,  for  the  treacherous  deal- 
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ings  of  one  of  his  governors,  who  had 
caufed  a  mahometan  embaffador  to  be  af- 
faffinated. 

Others  fay  that  in  the  wars  which  Hera- 
clius  waged  with  the  Perfians,  he  had  many 
Arabians  in  his  fervice,  and  thofe  troops 
having  been  probably  too  importunate  with 
the  paymafter  of  the  army  for  their  money, 
that  officer  made  anfwer  he  had  none  ;  and 
if  he  had,  it  was  for  the  Chriftians,  and  not 
for  fuch  arabian  dogs.  This  anfwer  was 
no  fooner  related  to  Mahomet,  than  he  re- 
folved  to  take  a  fevere  revenge,  and  to  march 
his  troops  into  the  very  heart  of  the  grecian 
empire. 

But  whatfoever  was  the  caufe,  it  is  very 
certain  the  war  was  begun  with  all  the  fury 
that  vengeance  and  bigotry  could  infpire. 
Mahomet  was  not  perfonally  engaged  in  that 
expedition,  he  having  given  the  command  of 
his  troops  to  a  general  of  approved  valour 
and  intrepidity. 

He  was  called  Khaled-ebn-Walid*,  and 
was  of  the  tribe  of  the  Coraifchites,  for 
whom  he  had  along  time  borne  arms  againft 
Mahomet.  He  even  commanded  one  wing 
of  their  army,  at  the  famous  battle  of 
Ohod,  in  which  the  prophet’s  troops  were 
put  to  the  rout.  In  a  fhort  time  he  quitted 
his  tribe,  and  declared  himfelf  a  difciple 


*  Ebn  lignifies  fon  ;  fo  that  Khaled-ebn-Walid,  means 
Khaled  the  fon  of  Walid. 
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of  Mahomet,  of  whofe  do&rine  he  became 
afterwards  a  moft  zealous  defender.  He 
was  fo  formidable  for  bravery  and  fkill  in 
the  art  of  war,  that  Mahomet  gave  him 
\  the  furname  of  Saifallah,  that  is  to  fay, 

€C  fword  of  God 

Such  was  the  general  the  prophet  fent  He  defeats 
againft  the  Grecians.  He  began  his  march the  §recian 
at  the  head  of  three  thoufand  men  only/irm^‘ 

:  and  had  the  boldnefs  to  give  battle  to  an 
il  army  of  twenty  thoufand  combatants.  The 
i  action  happened  near  Mouta  in  Syria;  and 
the  two  parties  engaged  with  equal  fury; 
but  the  firft  fhock  was  almoft  fatal  to  the 
Mahometans,  through  the  inequality  of 
the  numbers.  Almoft  all  their  generals  be¬ 
ing  killed  on  the  fpot,  the  troops  loft  their 
courage,  and  were  on  the  point  of  giving 
3  ground,  when  Khaled,  grafping  the  ftand- 
!  ard  of  their  religion,  boldly  put  himfelf  at 
Ij  their  head,  and,  animating  them  both  by 
ï  his  words  and  example,  invited  them  to 
open  a  way  through  the  battalions  of  the 
Î  Greeks,  and  to  force  the  victory  out  of 
1  their  hands,  or  receive  a  crown  of  martyr¬ 
dom. 

This  alternative,  equally  pleafing  to  bi¬ 
gots,  raifed  the  courage  of  the  Mahome¬ 
tans.  The  brave  Khaled  immediately  fal- 
|  ling  on  the  enemy,  all  his  troops  at  the 

*  Sale,  in  his  preliminary  difcourfe  to  the  tranflation  of 
the  Koran,  page  54,  lays,  Mahomet  gave  him  the  title  of 
Seif  min  Soyuf  Allah,  one  of  the  fwords  of  God. 

fame 
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fame  time  made  fo  furious  an  attack  on  the 
Grecians,  that  they  broke  them,  put  them 
to  the  rout,  and  made  a  terrible  flaughter 
of  all  fuch  as  fell  into  their  hands. 

The  victorious  Khaled  returned  to  Me¬ 
dina.  Mahomet  poffeffed  his  ihare  of  the 
glory  gained  by  this  noble  expedition,  and 
was  defirous  of  enjoying  it  in  view  of  the 
fecret  enemies  he  had  ftill  at  Mecca.  He 
accordingly  went  to  that  city  attended  by  an 
almoft  innumerable  multitude  of  Mufliil- 
men,  who  joined  with  him  in  his  firft  pil¬ 
grimage  to  the  Caabah. 

There  he  performed  the  ceremonies  he 
had  appointed  on  that  folemn  occafion,  and 
which  have  been  ever  fince  punctually  ob- 
ferved  in  all  the  pilgrimages  of  the  Maho¬ 
metans.  He  entered  the  temple  and  kified 
the  black  ftone*;  after  that  act  of  devotion, 
he  went  out,  and  feven  times  encompalfed 
the  Caabah.  This  ceremony,  which  is  odd 
enough  in  itfelf,  is  rendered  till  more  ex¬ 
traordinary  by  the  means  in  which  it  has 
been  always  performed.  In  the  proceffion 
round  the  temple  they  ufe  a  £hort  quick 
pace,  the  three  firft  times  ;  the  four  remain¬ 
ing,  are  done  with  a  grave,  ordinary  ftep. 

*  That  ftone  is  fixed  in  one  of  the  corners  of  the  Caa¬ 
bah:  they  call  it  in  Arabic,  Hagiar-al-afouad.  It  is  pro¬ 
bably  an  idol  of  the  antient  Arabians,  the  worfhip  whereof 
Mahomet  thought  fit  to  preferve,  as  he  did  fome  other  ce¬ 
remonies,  which  had  been  ufed  before  his  time  in  the  tem¬ 
ple  of  Mecca. 
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Mahomet  having  exadtly  complied  with 
whatfoever  the  ceremonial  prefcribed  on 
that  occafion,  and  fhortly  afterwards  fet  out 
for  Medina  with  all  his  attendants. 

The  great  pomp  and  magnificence  which  The  chief  of 
Mahomet  difplayed  in  his  journey  to  Mecca, 
and  the  fuperftitious  fliew  of  religion  with  brace  Maho- 
which  he  vifited  the  Caabah,  made  a  great  metifm. 
impreflion  upon  the  inhabitants  of  that  city, 
and  efpecially  the  Coraifchites  3  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  whom  followed  him  to  Medina,  in  or¬ 
der  to  embrace  his  religion,  and  fight  under 
his  command.  But  what  gave  him  the 
higheft  pleafure  on  that  occafion  was,  to  find 
amongft  the  number  of  his  followers  the 
flower  of  that  tribe  which  had  been  his 
flrongeft  opponents.  Befides  the  brave  Kha- 
led,  who  had  for  fome  time  been  engaged  in 
his  fervice,  there  alfo  joined  him,  Amru- 
ebn-al-As,  a  renowned  captain,  and  Othman- 
ebn-Tellah,  a  famous  perfon,  who  was  then 
keeper  of  the  Caabah  3  of  both  which  I 
{hall  have  occafion  to  make  mention  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  firfl:  Caliphs. 

The  example  of  thofe  three  famous  men  Several  tribes 
did  not  engage  the  other  tribes  to  fubmit, 
or  even  to  remain  quiet.  They  formed  a 
party,  and  having  prevailed  on  a  confider- 
able  number  of  their  countrymen  to  ef- 
poufe  their  defign,  they  marched  out  of 
Mecca,  and  offered  Mahomet  battle.  This 
enterprize,  far  from  being  attended  with  the 
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fuccefs  they  expected  from  it,  was,  on  the 
contrary,  the  fatal  period  of  their  liberty. 

The  prophet,  at  the  head  of  ten  thoufand 
men,  marched  out  to  meet  them.  The 
firft  onfet  was  violent  :  but  at  laid  the 

,  .  î-  ' 

troops  of  Mecca  gave  way,  and  were  rout¬ 
ed.  Mahomet,  enraged  at  their  revolt,  as 
well  as  at  their  boldnefs  in  breaking  the  truce 
they  had  fworn  to,  purfued  the  fugitives 
even  to  Mecca,  and  feized  the  citv. 

He  did  not  now  (hew  the  fame  favour  to 
the  inhabitants  of  that  place,  as  he  had  done 
when  he  was  formerly  mafter  of  it.  He 
caufed  all  fuch  as  were  his  open  enemies  to 
be  put  to  death  ;  and  in  regard  to  fuch  as 
he  found  up  in  arms  only,  as  they  were 
drawn  away  by  the  torrent,  he  gave  them 
their  choice  either  of  his  religion  or  death. 
Such  as  readily  embraced  his  doftrine  faved 
their  lives  ;  but  fuch  as  refufed,  or  hefitated, 
were  maffacred  upon  the  fpot. 

Immediately  after  thefe  cruel  executions, 
;he  appeared  in  a  triumphant  manner  in 
Mecca,  and  obliged  them  to  acknowledge 
him  as  fovereign  lord,  both  in  temporals  and 
fpirituals.  And  there  was  not  in  that  city  a 
perfon  who  dared  to  difpute  what  the  con¬ 
queror  had  done. 

But  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  year, 

,  which  was  the  eighth  of  the  Hegyra,  fome 
remains  of  the  rebels  who  had  efcaped 
from  the  prophet’s  fword,  privately  formed 
a  confiderable  party  ;  and  fo  loon  as  they 

thought 
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thought  themfelves  ftrong  enough,  they  took 
the  field,  and  ravaged  thofe  parts  which 
had  fubmitted  to  his  obedience.  Mahomet, 
enraged  at  the  rafii  proceedings  of  thofe 
factious  men,  fet  out  at  the  head  of  his 
troops,  and  marched  in  queft  of  them. 

The  two  armies  being  in  fight  of  each  other 
at  a  place  called  Honaam,  a  bloody  battle 
was  fought,  in  ‘  which  the  Mahometans, 
though  infinitely  fuperipr  in  qumher,  were 
almoft  put  to  the  rout.  Mahomet,  amazed 
at  this  check,  performed  prodigies  of  valour, 
to  flop  the  impetuous  fury  of  the  enemy. 

Whilft  a  part  of  his  beft  troops  flood  the 
brunt  of  the  attack,  he  flew  to  thofe  who 
had  given  ground  5  and,  animating  them 
both  by  his  courage  and  example,  he  ral¬ 
lied  them,  brought  them  again  to  face  the 
enemy,  and  at  laft  obtained  a  compleat 
victory.  *  , 

This  battle  put  an  end  to  the  arabian 
liberties.  Mahomet  caufed  himfelf  to  be 
acknowledged  as  fovereign  over  that  ex- 
tenfive  country;  and  having  deftroyed  in 
all  places  the  idols,  and  other  monuments 
of  Paganifm,  he  ordained  the  exercife  of 
his  new  religion,  which  was  the  only  one 
that  was  fuffered  to  be  practifed  over  all 
Arabia. 

Mahomet,  in  order  to  iliew  his  grateful  ^îahome^s 
fenfe  of  that  vidtory  wrhich  compleatly  fixed  magea  ^  ^ 
his  fovereign  authority,  made  a  fécond  pil¬ 
grimage  to  Mecca,  which  was  attended 
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with  greater  folemnity  than  the  firft:  he 
vifited  the  Caabah,  and  performed  all  the  cere¬ 
monies  with  great  devotion. 

Whilft  he  was  in  the  temple,  a  poet, 
named  Caab,  defired  to  be  introduced  to 
him,  that  he  might  repeat  fome  verfes  he 
had  wrote  in  his  praife.  Though  the  pro¬ 
phet  had  great  reafon  to  be  angry  with  the 
poet,  he  having  formerly  lafhed  him  very 
feverely  in  one  of  his  fatires  ;  yet  he  now 
thought  it  beneath  his  dignity  to  bear  fuch 
an  injury  in  mind,  efpecially  as  fatisfaétion 
was  ready  to  be  made  :  he  therefore  or¬ 
dered  Caab  to  approach,  and  gave  him  au¬ 
dience. 

The  poet,  in  the  firft  place,  afked  pardon 
for  his  imprudence  in  writing  againft  him  : 
and  the  mildnefs  and  ferenity  which  appear¬ 
ed  on  the  prophet’s  countenance,  being  a 
prefage  of  his  forgivenefs,  Caab  immedi¬ 
ately  repeated  a  copy  of  verfes,  fo  energe¬ 
tical,  and  fo  moving,  that  Mahomet,  at  the 
fame  time  he  granted  him  his  pardon, 
made  him  a  prefent  which  hath  immorta¬ 
lized  the  memory  of  that  poet  amongft  the 
Arabians.  Mahomet  took  from  his  own 
back  the  mantle  *  he  then  wore,  and  with 

his 

*  Caab  kept  this  mantle  very  charily  till  his  death.  In 
his  life  time,  the  Caliph  Moawias  offered  him  ten  thoufand 
drachmas  for  it;  which  he  refufed.  After  his  death,  the 
fame  Moawias  fent  his  corpfe  to  his  heirs,  with  twenty 
thoufand  drachmas,  (Abulfeda  fays,  forty  thoufand)  and 
received  the  mantle  from  them.  After  that  time  the  Caliphs, 
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i  his  own  hands  put  it  on  the  fhoulders  of  his 
panegyrift. 

He  then  left  the  temple,  and  having  gone 
i  round  it  feven  times,  he  performed  the  other 
duties  of religion;  he  alfo  did  a£ts  of fo vereignty 
in  Mecca  ;  he  erefted  courts  for  the  diftri- 
buting  of  juftice,  and  appointed  officers  to 
perform  the  dutiesof  thefeveral  ports  and  em¬ 
ployments.  He  at  the  fame  time  created  an 
Iman,  that  is  to  fay,  a  pontiff  or  high  prieft,  to 
whom  he  committed  the  care  of  inftruéting 
I  the  people.  He  made  all  thefe  regulations 
like  a  fovereign  in  quiet  poffeffion  of  his 
dominions;  he  no  longer  feemed  to  be  the 
i  dreadful  conqueror,  with  his  fword  up-lifted 
:  to  compel  to  obedience  the  people  that 
jj  groaned  under  his  yoke  ;  every  thing  now 
\  wore  the  face  of  peace  and  tranquillity.  The 
i  Arabians,  who  had  fo  bravely  fought  for  their 

lj  iucceffors  of  the  prophet  of  God,  ufed  to  put  it  on  when 
tj  they  went  in  proceifion,  and  on  account  of  folemn  fealls, 
whether  they  were  feated,  or  on  horfeback.  Almoftafem- 
billah,  the  36th  Caliph,  and  laft  of  the  houfe  of  the  Abaf* 
fides,  was  cloathed  with  that  mantle,  when  he  went  out  of 
Bagdat  to  meet  the  conqueror  Holagu,  emperor  of  the  Tar¬ 
tars.  He  alfo  bore  in  his  hand  the  prophet’s  leading  ftaif; 
but  Holagu  took  from  him  both  the  mantle  and  ftaff, 
burned  them,  and  threw  the  afhes  into  the  Tygris  ;  faying, 
“  I  did  not  burn  them  out  of  contempt,  but  rather  through 
refpefl,  in  order  to  preferve  their  purity  and  holinefs  from 
being  profaned  by  impious  men.”  Gagnier’s  life  of  Ma¬ 
homet,  vol.  III.  page  135.  This  mantle  mull  have  been 
a  little  threadbare,  for  at  the  time  it  was  burned  by  the 
Tartar,  it  had  been  in  ufe  above  fix  hundred  years.  This 
fa  &,  according  to  Gagnier,  happened  in  the  656  th  year 
of  the  Hegyra 
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religion  and  liberties,  peaceably  complied 
with  Mahomet’s  dodtrine  :  they  foon  forgot 
their  antient  worfhip,  and,  in  the  end,  found 
they  enjoyed  as  much  freedom  under  one 
fovereign,  as  under  the  chiefs  of  their  tribes, 
whofe  numbers  often  ferved  only  to  occaiion 
difputes,  which  were  always  fatal  to  the 
common  people. 

The  frontier  provinces  of  Arabia  followed 
the  example  fet  by  the  capital  of  that  coun¬ 
try:  The  princes  of  Yemamah  came  and 
fubmitted  to  Mahomet,  and  embraced  his 
laws  and  religion.  They  were  foon  fol¬ 
lowed  by  Moifellamah,  prince  of  Hagera, 
who  came  alfo  and  fwore  fealty  to  the  pro¬ 
phet.  As  to  the  chiefs  of  the  other  pro¬ 
vinces  who  could  not  attend  in  perfon,  they 
made  their  fubmiffion  by  deputies. 

Mahomet  then  enjoyed  the  fruits  of  his 
valour  and  enthufiafm  with  more  tranquillity 
than  ever.  Having  an  abfolute  command 
over  the  minds  and  affedtions  of  his  people, 
not  an  infurredtion  or  revolt  was  heard  of 
amongft  the  Arabians.  He  made  a  wife 
ufe  of  that  happy  jundture,  to  raife  a  con- 
fiderable  body  of  forces,  which  he  exer- 
cifed  himfelf,  and  which  he  accuftomed 
to  difcipline  and  obedience  ;  qualities  which 
are  perhaps  more  neceffary  to  a  foldier,  than 
bravery  and  intrepidity. 

Thefe  precautions  were  not  ufelefs.  The 
Greeks,  who  could  not  brook  the  difgrace 
they  had  fuffered  at  the  battle  of  Mouta, 
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tefol  ved  to  have  their  revenge,  reckoning  upon 
it  that  they  had  now  taken  ail  proper  meafures 
to  defeat  troops  whom  they  dill  looked  on  to 
be  undifciplined,  and  fitter  to  make  a  lud- 
den  and  furious  irruption,  than  to  behave 
in  a  foldier-like  manner  in  a  pitched  battle. 

Full  ofthisperfuafion  they  boldly  advanced  Mahomet 
to  Balka,  a  city  of  note  on  the  frontiers  of  mar.ches 
Syria.  On  the  fird  news  of  their  march,  Giïïksf^ 
Mahomet  iffued  his  orders,  and  every  thing 
was  foon  ready  to  go  and  meet  them.  As 
he  was  of  opinion  the  campaign  might  be 
long,  he  refolved  to  delegate  his  power 
to  fome  perfon  of  integrity,  capable  of  main¬ 
taining  the  good  order  he  had  fuccefsfully 
eftablifhed  in  gll  parts  of  his  dominions. 

Ali  his  coufin  feemed  to  him  the  fitted;  man 
for  fo  confiderable  a  pod,  and  he  named  him 
regent  of  the  date  during  his  abfence.  He 
then  departed  at  the  head  of  thirty  thoufand 
men,  and  advanced  to  Taboue,  where  he 
waited  for  the  enemy  almod  a  month. 

But  it  was  in  vain  ;  for  the  Grecians  hav-  The  Greeks 
ing  probably  received  intelligence  of  the retire* 
number  of  troops  that  were  marching  againd 
them,  with  Mahomet  at  their  head,  re¬ 
turned  back  again,  and  did  not  even  dare 
to  enter  the  arabian  territories. 

Mahomet,  therefore,  returned  to  Medina  3 
at  his  arrival  he  found  ambafladors  from  fe~ 
veral  of  the  neighbouring  princes,  who  came 
in  their  maders  names  to  congratulate  him, 
and  to  demand  his  friendfhip.  After  their 

Vol.  I.  D  departure 
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departure,  Mahomet  employed  the  remain¬ 
der  of  that  year,  which  was  the  tenth  of 
the  Hegyra,  in  reviling  the  feveral  laws  he 
had  made  for  the  government  of  the  ftate, 
both  in  refpedt  to  civil  and  military  affairs. 

He  thought  it  was  his  duty  to  perform 
the  fame  at  Mecca,  which  induced  him  to 
undertake  a  new  pilgrimage  to  that  city.  As 
this  was  the  laft  time  he  viiited  the  Caabah, 
fo  the  train  that  accompanied  him  in  this 
journey,  exceeded  all  the  former  in  pomp  and 
magnificence.  A  great  multitude,  preceeded 
by  the  mod  confiderable  perfons  in  Arabia, 
attended  the  prophet.  His  wives  were  alfo 
with  him  in  this  pilgrimage  :  they  performed 
the  journey  in  ftately  litters,  borne  by  ca¬ 
mels,  and  were  followed  by  a  great  number 
of  women  appointed  for  their  fervice.  In 
fuch  ftate  did  Mahomet  make  his  entry  into 
Mecca,  in  this  his  laft  journey.  In  order 
to  infpire  the  people  with  a  greater  venera¬ 
tion  for  his  dodlrine,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  fhew  he  was  the  fupreme  head  as  well 
in  fpirituals  as  temporals,  he  himfelf  per¬ 
formed  the  office  of  pontiff:  he  preached 
in  the  temple,  and  concluded  his  harangue 
with  new  regulations,  which  he  publifhed, 
touching  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  his 
new  religion. 

But  the  moft  remarkable  thing  that  paffed 
in  point  of  religion  was,  that  Mahomet  caufed 
feveral  camels  to  be  offered  up.  It  fhould 
feern  he  had  a  defign  to  preferve  the  ufe  of 
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i  facrifices,  prefcribed  by  the  mofaical  law; 
i|  however  it  doth  not  appear  that  his  mod 
zealous  followers  ever  imitated  him  in  that 
3  refpedt,  but  if  they  did  the  cuftom  was  not 
long  in  force  ;  for  we  do  not  find  it  men¬ 
tioned  in  any  of  their  hiftories*. 

This  feftival  was  concluded  by  the  fare- 
;  well  which  the  prophet  took  of  the  people. 

He  found  his  health  was  daily  declining  ; 
the  poifon  he  had  fwallowed  fome  years 
1  before,  now  operated  with  greater  violence 
than  ever,  He  then  forefaw  his  latter  end 
;  was  not  far  off,  and  that  he  was  about 
1  to  depart  from  Mecca,  never  to  return  again; 
j  he  therefore  took  leave  of  the  people  in  the 
laft  difcourfe  he  pronounced  to  them,  for 
which  caufe  this  journey  was  called  the 
<c  farewell  pilgrimage.” 

When  Mahomet  returned  to  Medina,  he  Two  arabian 
i  met  with  fome  caufe  of  difcontent.  He  was  Fmces  ^et  up 
i  informed  that  two  arabian  princes  had  fet  up  01  pi0£hetb* 
i  for  prophets,  and  raffed  great  difturbances  in 
i  feveral  provinces  of  Arabia  :  But  thefe  emo- 
:  tions  were  of  no  long  duration  ;  and  the 
different  factions  difiipated  of  themfelves, 
r  almoft  as  foon  as  they  arofe. 

The  prophet  did  not  long  enjoy  the  fa-  Mahomet’s 
I  tisfaélion  of  feeing  tranquillity  restored  to  deatl1* 


i» 
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*  The  author  feems  to  be  under  a  midake  in  making 
this  aflertion  ;  vide  Sale’s  introduction  to  his  translation  of 
the  Koran,  feCt  4.  fol  1 19.  (and  the  authors  he  cites  at  the 
bottom  of  that  page)  where  it  is  faid,  the  mahornetan 
pilgrims  {have  their  heads,  and  day  victims  in  the  valley  of 
Mina. 
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his  dominions  ;  he  was  taken  dangeroufly  ill 
at  the  houfe  of  one  of  his  wives,  named  Za *i- 
nab  ;  for  it  was  his  cuftom  to  change  his 
abode  every  day,  and  to  cohabit  with  each 
of  his  wives  in  turn. 

Amongft:  thefe  Aïefha  was  the  prophet's 
favourite.  So  foon  as  he  found  himfelf  paft 
all  hopes  of  recovery,  he  was  by  his  own  order 
carried  to  her  houfe,  that  he  might  there 
end  his  days.  And  there  he  died,  being 
then  fixty-three  years  of  age. 

To  fo  high  a  pitch  was  the  madnefs  of 
fome  of  his  followers  carried,  that  they  af- 
ferted  the  prophet  was  not  dead,  nay  even 
that  he  could  not  die.  Omar  one  of  his 
moft:  zealous  difciples,  was  more  violent  in 
that  opinion  than  any  other,  and  threatned 
to  cleave  down  with  his  fcvmitar,  the  firft 
who  fhould  dare  to  fay  that  Mahomet  was 
dead. 

On  this  account  very  warm  difputes  arofe, 
which  might  have  been  attended  with  bad  [ 
confequences,  if  the  fage  Abubecre  had  not  p 
interpofed  in  order  to  filence  them.  He 
came  therefore  into  the  affembly,  and  de-  • 
fired  he  might  be  permitted  to  fpeak  ;  the  re¬ 
gard  and  efteem  he  had  acquired  amongft 
the  people,  filenced  the  moft  turbulent,  and  > 
like  wife  Omar  himfelf.  Abubecre  then  made  b 
a  moft  nervous  and  pathetic  fpeech,  in  jj 
which,  after  having  lamented  the  lofs  the  \ 
true  believers  had  fuftained,  he  fhewed  by 
convincing  arguments,  as  well  as  by  proofs;  I 
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drawn  from  the  Alcoran,  that  Mahomet 
was  mortal  like  other  men,  and  was  really 
dead. 

This  difpute  being  thus  ended,  another  Difputes  on 
arofe  as  to  the  place  for  the  prophet’s  burial.  Plape 
The  Mohagerians  *  required  he  fhould  be  ‘  5  um  * 
buried  at  Mecca,  becaufe  it  was  the  place  of 
his  birth  ;  the  Anfarians  -f*,  at  Medina,  as  it 
was  the  place  of  his  refidence  ;  others  main¬ 
tained  it  ought  to  be  at  Jerufalem,  which 
was  the  true  city  of  the  prophets. 

Abubecre  alfo  put  an  end  to  this  conteft, 
by  relating  an  expreffion  which,  he  faid,  he 
heard  from  Mahomet’s  own  mouth;  namely, 
that  every  prophet  ought  to  be  buried  in  the 
very  place  were  he  died.  The  whole  afiembly 
fubmitted  to  Abubecre’s  decifion  ;  a  grave 
was  forthwith  digged  under  the  bed  in  which 
the  prophet  breathed  his  laft,  and  there  his 
body  was  buried. 

His  fenulchre  therefore  is  not  at  Mecca, 
according  to  the  vulgar  opinion  of  fome 
Chriftians,  who  pretend  that  Mahomet’s 
body  was  put  into  an  iron  coffin,  and  that  it 
is  fufpended  in  the  air,  by  means  of  fome 
large  load-ftones  fixed  in  the  roof  of  the 
mofque.  This  is  an  idle  tale,  and  can  gain 
no  credit  but  amongft  the  ignorant. 

*  The  name  of  Mohagerians  was  given  to  thole  that 
accompanied  Mahomet  in  his  flight  from.  Mecca.  The 
word  flgnifles  fugitives  or  companions  in  flight. 

f  The  inhabitants  of  Medina,  who  received  the  prophet 
into  their  houfes  and  gave  him  afliftance,  were  called  Anfa¬ 
rians  ;  anfar  flgnifying  fuccour. 

d  3 
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What  hath  been  already  faid  may  fuffice 
to  give  the  reader  a  pretty  good  idea,  of  the 
conqueror  and  prophet,  the  founder  of  that 
new  monarchy  whofe  hidory  is  the  fubjedt 
of  this  work.  However,  before  I  begin  upon 
it,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  give  fome  ac¬ 
count  even  of  Mahomet’s  perfon  and  doc¬ 
trine. 

Defcription  of  Mahomet  was  of  a  middle  fize,  and  well 
Mahomet’s  proportioned.  His  complexion  was  olive, 

I  euoa.  but  h}s  countenance  was  covered  with  a  glow 
and  frefhnefs,  which  (hewed  a  drong  condi- 
tution,  that  might  have  laded  to  extreme 
old  age,  had  not  poilon  fhortened  his  days. 
And  indeed,  no  man  was  ever  better  formed 
than  he,  to  bear  up  againd  the  calls  of  nature, 
or  to  undergo  hardfhips  and  fatigues. 

He  had  a  mod  comprehendve  genius,  ca¬ 
pable  of  the  loftied  defigns,  and  a  firmnefs 
of  mind  which  no  obdacle  could  (hake  or 
terrify  :  being  deadfad  in  purfuit  of  the  mod 
amazing  projefts,  he  was  pofleffed  of  the 
means  for  procuring  fuccefs  :  his  piercing 
wit,  great  fagacity,  and  excellent  judgment 
directed  him  to  chufe  the  mod  proper  mea- 
fures  ;  and  he  was  almod  ever  certain  of 
carrying  his  point  by  his  (kill  in  diking  him- 
felf  to  times  and  circumdances,  particularly 
to  the  temper  of  his  nation. 

Mahomet,  according  to  the  common  opi-  J 
nion,  could  neither  write  nor  read  :  fome 
paffages  in  the  Alcoran  prove  it  3  befides  he 
himfelf  owns  it,  faying  he  was  Ommi, 

which 
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,  which  fignifies  a  downright  ignorant  illiterate 
man. 

And  yet  he  was  the  mod  eloquent  fpeak- 
er  in  his  nation.  It  feemed  as  if  he  had 

I  made  his  mother-tongue  his  particular  ftudy, 
j  for  he  was  perfedly  acquainted  with  the 
j  whole  energy,  power,  copiouihefs,  and  puri¬ 
ty  of  it.  As  he  was  naturally  eloquent,  his 

j  ftile  was  nervous  and  pathetical,  and  the 
turn  of  his  expreflions  elegant  and  lively. 

That  eafy  flow  of  words  was  the  effed  of  a 
clear  head  and  fertile  imagination,  which  on 
all  occafions  fuggefted  to  him  fuch  ideas,  as 
were  mod  likely  to  attain  his  end. 

There  cannot  be  produced  a  more  evident  of  the  Alca. 
proof  of  my  aflertion,  than  that  famous ran* 
book  known  all  over  the  world  by  the  name 
of  the  Alcoran*,  that  is  to  fay,  the  book,  by 
jj  way  of  eminence,  as  is  the  bible  aroongft 
the  Chriftians.  It  will  appear  from  this  book 

I I  (the  Alcoran)  though  it  be  a  motley  mixture 
;  of  contradidions,  fables,  and  exalted  truths, 
jo  that  Mahomet  never  loft  fight  of  his  ori- 
ii  ginal  plan.  He  well  knew  that  in  any 
!  |  other  climate,  this  ftrange  colledion  would 
i  have  met  with  no  fuccefs;  but  on  the  con- 
,  trary  he  fhould  have  been  treated  as  an  im- 

;  poftor  by  men  of  fedatenefs,  and  capable  of 
:  refledion  ;  but  he  was  lure  of  the  perfons 

*  The  word  koran  is  derived  from  the  verb  karaa,  to  read, 
and  fignifies  properly  the  reading,  or  rather  that  which  ought 
to  be  read  ;  by  which  name  the  Mahometans  denote  not 
ji  only  the  whole  volume,  but  any  chapter,  or  fedtion  of  it. 
j  Sale’s  Prelim.  Difcourfe  to  the  Koran,  fob  56. 
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amongft  whom  he  was  preaching  his  doc¬ 
trine  ;  he  had  let  their  imaginations  to  work, 
and  had  gained  an  abfolate  afcendancy  over 
them,  infomuch  that  whatever  he  did  was 
right  3  thofe  bigots  reverenced  even  his 
lewd  nefs  and  debauchery.  However  fome 
tran factions  palled  of  fo  extraordinary  a  na¬ 
ture  as  to  give  great  caufe  of  offence  3  but 
the  prophet  foon  falved  the  matter,  by 
tacking  another  chapter  to  the  Alcoran  : 
upon  this  all  their  outcries  ceafed,  and  his 
crimes  were  changed  into  virtues.  This  I 
fhall  make  appear  from  two  examples  I  am 
about  to  quote. 

Zeid,  one  of  Mahomet’s  chief  officers, 
had  married  a  very  beautiful  woman  named 
Zeinab.  The  prophet  was  deeply  ena¬ 
moured  of  her,  and  matters  were  fo  order¬ 
ed,  that  Zeid  divorced  her,  and  Mahomet 
immediately  took  her  to  wife. 

A  marriage  entered  into  with  a  woman 
whole  hufband  was  frill  alive,  gave  fo  much 
the  more  offence,  as  Zeid  was  likewife  the 
prophet’s  adoptive  fon  3  *  infomuch  that  they 
openly  condemned  him  for  marrying  his 
foil’s  wife.  All  thefe  complaints  were  fl- 
lenced  by  means  of  a  revelation  which  is 
let  forth  in  thefe  terms  in  the  33d.  chapter 
of  the  Alcoran,  verfe  36th.  tc  But  when  Zeid 
had  determined  the  matter  concerning  her, 
and  had  refolved  to  divorce  her,  we  joined 
her  in  marriage  unto  thee  ——  No  crime  is 

*  Vide,  the  ftory  at  large  in  Sale’s  notes  on  that  chapter 
of  the  Koran,  fol.  34“. 
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to  be  charged  on  the  prophet,  as  to  what 
God  hath  allowed  him,  &c.” 

And  at  the  fame  time  to  obviate  all  com¬ 
plaints  and  objeétions  that  might  ftill  be 
made  on  account  of  the  adoption,  the  fame 
revelation  deprived  Zeid  of  the  privilege 
of  being  Mahomet’s  fon,  and  adds,  “  Ma¬ 
homet  is  not  the  father  of  any  one  amongft 
you  ;  but  the  apoftle  of  God,  and  the  feal 
of  the  prophets.” 

In  about  a  year’s  time  another  event  hap¬ 
pened  which  required  the  interpofition  of  a 
new  revelation,  Makawkas,  prince  of  Af- 
fyria  and  of  Egypt,  fent  to  Mahomet  fome 
valuable  prefents,  amongft  which  were  two 
beautiful  young  maidens,  one  of  whom, 
named  Mary,  raifed  fo  violent  a  flame  in  his 
breaft,  that  he  refolved  to  take  her  for  a 
miftrefs.  During  fome  time  he  ftrove  to 
conquer  his  paftion,  becaufe  fornication  is 
exprefly  prohibited  by  the  Alcoran  :  it  is 
therein  faid,  “  draw  not  near  unto  fornica¬ 
tion,  for  it  is  wickednefs  and  an  evil  way,  to  Aîcoran- 
which  God  hath  annexe  dgri  evens punijfjments .  ”  *  c’  17 *  v* 

However,  being  weary  of  ftruggling,  he 
contrived  a  revelation,  which  allowed  of 
his  gratifying  himfelf,  and  he  made  ufe  of 
the  permiffion  ;  though  with  the  greateft 
fecrecy  for  fear  of  giving  offence.  Unhappily 
for  him  he  was  found  out  by  one  of  his  wives, 
who  made  fo  great  a  noife  about  it,  that  in 
order  to  appeafe  her,  he  fwore  he  would 


*  The  words  diftinguifhed  by  Italicks,  are  not  in  Sale’s 
tranflation. 
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have  no  more  to  do  with  Mary.  As  it 
would  have  been  a  very  difficult  matter  for 
him  to  have  kept  this  oath,  he  was  foon  re¬ 
leafed  from  it  by  the  angel  Gabriel,  who 
came  and  reproached  him  in  thefe  terms. 
*c  Oh  prophet,  why  holdeft  thou  that  to  be 
prohibited  which  God  hath  allowed  thee, 
ieeking  only  to  pleafe  thy  wives  ;  fince  God 
is  inclined  to  forgive  and  merciful  ?  God 
hath  allowed  you  the  diffolution  of  your 
oaths,  &c.” 

Thus  Mahomet  had  a  difpenfation  for 
not  keeping  that  article  in  the  Alcoran, 
which  prohibits  fornication;  and  the  Ma¬ 
hometan  doctors  have  always  confidered 
that  licence  as  a  perfonal  prerogative,  and  a 
particular  privilege  which  God  then  granted 
to  him  exclufive  of  all  others. 

It  is  plain  from  the  examples  I  have  re¬ 
lated,  what  credit  ought  to  be  given  to  a 
book  compofed  in  fo  extraordinary  a  man¬ 
ner  as  was  the  Alcoran.  In  fhort,  it  has 
neither  principles,  connection,  nor  regular 
fyftem  ;  and  as  to  the  precepts  it  contains 
they  were  made  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the 
expreffion)  only  from  hand  to  mouth,  as 
time  and  circumftances  required. 

But  amidft  a  heap  of  puerile  tales,  fa¬ 
bulous  miracles,  and  enthufiaftic  vidons, 
with  which  that  book  abounds,  there  may 
be  found  at  the  fame  time  many  fublime 
truths,  expreffed  with  amazing  force  and 

energy. 
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energy.  Whatever  relates  to  the  divinity 
and  his  attributes,  is  treated  of  with  equal 
accuracy  and  fublimity  :  as  is  alfo  the  love 
of  God  and  our  neighbour;  and  feveral 
moral  virtues  which  are  defined  and  ex¬ 
plained  with  great  judgment  and  propri¬ 
ety. 

Mahomet  employed  more  than  twenty 
years  in  making  this  uncommon  collection, 
which  is  in  truth  no  better  upon  the  whole 
than  a  dark,  unconnected,  irregular  per¬ 
formance.  The  greateft  part  of  the  propo¬ 
rtions  which  relate  to  doCtrine,  are  here¬ 
tics  copied  from  Arius,  Neftorius,  Sabel- 
licus,  and  other  heretics.  It  was,  as  I 
have  obferved,  the  fruit  of  the  conferences 
Mahomet  had  entered  into  with  the  doCtors 
of  the  feveral  feCts,  which  at  that  time 
fwarmed  in  the  Eaft. 

His  fir  ft  co-operator  in  that  undertaking 
was  a  Jew,  and  he  was  alfo  affifted  therein 
by  achriftian  monk,  whom  the  Eafterns  call 
Bahira,  and  the  Wefterns,  Sergius.  He 
like  wife  received  helps  from  fome  other 
doCtors  whom  he  admitted  to  a  (hare  in  his 
projeCt  ;  and  doubtlefs  to  them  Mahomet 
was  indebted  for  the  chief  paffages  of  di¬ 
vinity  and  morality,  which  are  contained 
in  the  Alcoran. 

But  the  two  fundamental  points,  which  Fundamental 
are  the  bads  of  that  book,  as  well  as  of  the  Pomtsof  Ma- 
whole  Mahometan  doCtrine,  confift  in  teach-  ometlfol* 
ing,  in  the  firft  place,  that  whatfoever  hap¬ 
pens 
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pens  is  fo  pre-ordained  by  the  divine  will* 
that  nothing  can  prevent  its  being  effected  : 
in  the  fécond  place,  that  the  mahometan 
religion  ought  to  be  eftablifhed  without 
miracles,  and  received  without  difpute  or  con¬ 
tradiction  5  confequently,  that  they  ought  to 
put  to  death  all  fuch  as  refufe  to  comply  with 
it,  and  that  they  merit  paradife  by  flaying  the 
unbelievers  ;  in  like  manner  as  they  deferve  a 
crown  of  martyrdom  in  dying  by  the  fword 
of  the  enemies  to  Mahometifm. 

It  was  owing  to  thefe  maxims,  that  the 
new  legiflator  was  fo  fuccefsful  in  the  wars 
he  carried  on  againfl:  the  enemies  to  his  faith  ; 
and  the  fame  dodxine  was  one  of  the  chief 
caufes  of  that  amazing  fuccefs  which  brought 
under  the  dominion  of  Mahomet's  fucceffors, 
a  very  great  part  of  our  hemifphere,  which 
the  Mahometans  are  pofleffed  of  to  this  very 
day. 

But  vain  would  have  been  all  the  pro¬ 
phet's  attempts  to  form  a  party  by  help 
of  his  dodxine  alone,  how  delufive  foever 
we  may  fuppofe  it,  if  he  had  not,  above 
all,  been  mafter  of  that  talent  fo  rare,  but  at 
the  fame  time  fo  neceffary  to  the  head  of  a 
party,  I  mean  the  fublime  art  of  managing 
the  minds  of  men  ;  and  he  mud  have  poflef¬ 
fed  it  in  the  higheft  degree,  to  gain  fo  great 
a  number  of  followers,  whofe  unbridled  love 
for  women  could  not  fail  of  giving  much 
offence. 


It 
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It  is  true  that  vice  was  in  feme  mea-  Mahomet’s 
lure  counterbalanced  by  the  great  and  amia-  chara^er* 
ble  qualities  the  prophet  was  poffeffed  of. 

:  He  had  not  only  a  very  good  memory,  a 

i  lively  conception,  and  an  excellent  genius  and 
capacity,  but  alfo  a  chearfal  and  even  tern- 
per.  He  'was  popular  with  the  commonalty, 
if  familiar  with  the  nobility,  lent  a  gracious 
S  ear  to  all  that  accofted  him,  and  was  a  reli- 
I  gious  obferver  of  his  promifes.  The  poor 
j  found  in  him  a  tender  father,  who  was  mo- 
:i  ved  at  their  wretchednefs,  and  relieved  their 
i  wants  with  a  liberal  hand.  And  if  we  may 
credit  Abul-feda,  he  joined  to  thefe  qualities, 
an  uncommon  abftinence  and  fobriety. 

All  thefe  virtues  were  terribly  difguifed 
by  his  irregular  paffion  for  the  fair  fex- 
and  yet  he  had  the  art  to  prevent  that  vice 
from  being  of  any  prejudice  to  his  dodlrine  : 
on  the  contrary  he  made  a  merit  of  it,  and 
pretended  it  excited  him  to  devotion.  This 
will  doubtlefs  appear  to  be  a  very  odd  expe¬ 
dient,  and  therefore  I  mention  the  author  I 
have  taken  it  from  $  it  is  one  of  his  hiftorians, 
called  Anas- ben -malek,  who  makes  him 
fpeak  in  thefe  terms:  cc  There  are  two 
things  in  this  world,  which  are  very  pleafing 
to  me,  faid  the  prophet,  women  and  per¬ 
fumes,  and  both  thefe  things  delight  the  eye, 
and  dir  me  up  to  fervency  in  prayer.” 

Hiftorians  do  not  agree  as  to  the  number  Hi's  wives, 
of  Mahomet’s  wives.  An  arabian  author 
counts  up  feventeen  of  them,  befides  concu¬ 
bines. 
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bines.  Gentius,  a  Chriftian  author,  makes 
them  amount  to  one  hundred  and  twenty. 
But  it  is  very  certain  the  prophet  had  many 
more  than  his  own  Alcoran  allowed  of, 
which  fuffered  a  Muffulman  to  have  but  four 
wives  at  a  time.  As  to  the  prophet,  he  had 
priviledges  grounded  even  on  revelation,  and 
the  fame  Alcoran  which  made  a  certain  thing 
criminal,  and  forbid  it  to  the  Arabians  in 
general,  gave  full  and  free  licence  to  the 
legiflator. 

The  moft  famous  and  beft  beloved  of  his 
wives,  were  Cadhiga,  Aïefha,  and  Haifa, 
the  firft  of  whom  hath  been  fpoken  of  in 
the  beginning  of  this  abridgement  :  fhe  died 
at  Mecca  three  years  before  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  Hegyra,  being  then  in  her  fixty- 
fifth  year. 

Aïefha  furvived  Mahomet  a  long  time  : 
fhe  was  but  feven  years  old  at  the  time  of  her 
marriage.  As  die  was  the  only  one  of  Ma¬ 
homet’s  wives  who  was  a  virgin,  when  he  ef- 
poufed  them,  the  father  of  that  maiden, 
who  was  called  Abdollah,  by  the  prophets 
command  took  the  name  of  Abubecre,  that 
is  to  fay,  Cc  father  of  the  virgin.”  This  man, 
as  well  as  his  daughter,  will  foon  appear  adting 
principal  characters  in  this  hiftory.  Aïefha 
died  in  the  58  th  year  of  the  Hegyra,  at 
which  time  fhe  was  fixty-feven  years  old. 

Haifa  was  the  daughter  of  Omar.  The 
prophet  efpoufed  her  in  the  third  year  of  the 
Hegyra  :  to  her  the  Alcoran  was  committed 

for 
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for  fafe  cuftody  after  Mahomet’s  death  ;  fhe 
died  in  the  45th  year  of  the  Hegyra,  aged 
fixty  years. 

Mahomet  had  eight  children  by  Cad higa  ;  Mahomet’s 
four  fons,  and  four  daughters  :  all  which  died  chlldren- 
before  their  father,  except  one  daughter  named 
Fatima,  who  furvived  him  fome  months. 

She  married  Ali  her  coufin.  Though  the 
prophet  had  many  other  wives  yet  they  bore 
him  no  children.  For  I  do  not  reckon  a  fon 
named  Ibrahim,  which  he  had  by  Mary  one 
of  his  concubines,  and  who  died  alfo  before 
his  father. 

It  is  amazing,  as  the  prophet  left  no  male 
children,  that  he  did  not  think  of  publickly 
nominating  a  fucceffor;  for  could  he  avoid 
forefeeing  the  fatal  confequences  which  would 
flow  from  an  interregnum,  efpecially  in  an 
empire  fo  newly  eftabliffied  ? 

And  in  fad,  fo  foon  as  he  was  dead  feve-  Different  par- 

ral  parties  arofe,  each  laying  claim  to  an  eTto^po^t 
exclufive  right  of  appointing  a  fucceffor.  Mahomet  a 
The  chief  of  them  were  the  Anfarians  and  fucce^or- 
Mohagerians,  who  had  fo  lately  difputed  about 
the  place  of  Mahomet’s  burial.  They  were  / 
prefent  at  the  affembly  appointed  for  an. 
election.  And  both  fides  maintained  their 
pretenfions  with  fo  much  warmth  and  eager- 
nefs,  that  it  was  more  than  once  feared,  they 
would  come  to  blows. 

Confidering  how  they  then  flood  affeded, 
it  would  have  been  difficult,  and  even  dan¬ 
gerous  to  have  inquired  into  the  reafons  on 

either 
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either  fide.  In  order  therefore  to  fatisfy  the 
parties,  it  was  thought  proper  to  propofe  an 
equal  partition  of  the  ftate,  and  the  naming 
of  two  fove reigns.  If  this  propofal  had 
been  accepted,  the  muflulman  empire  would 
have  been  ruined  :  each  of  the  two  chiefs  at 
the  head  of  his  fadlion  would  infallibly  have 
waged  war  againft  the  other  in  order  to  feize 
the  whole  authority,  and  re-unite  under  one 
fovereign,  the  extenfive  and  valuable  poflef- 
fions  of  Mahomet.  The  Mohagerians  im¬ 
mediately  perceived  the  inconvenience,  and 
rejected  the  expedient  which  had  been  pro- 
pofed. 

Abubecre,  who  had  on  all  occafions  (hewn 
himfelf  a  friend  to  peace,  was  in  hopes  he 
had  found  means  of  putting  an  end  to  the 
difference,  by  naming  to  the  affembly  two 
perfons,  of  whom  he  intreated  they  would 
chafe  one  ;  he  propofed  Omar,  and  Abou- 
Obeid.  But  this  method  did  not  anfwer  the 
purpofe  ;  the  Anfarians  declared  unanimous¬ 
ly  for  the  one  ;  the  other  had  all  the  votes 
of  the  Mohagerians,  thus  the  elediion  re¬ 
mained  undecided,  and  the  difpute  grew 
hotter  than  ever. 

The  longer  that  affair  was  procraftinated, 
the  more  they  had  to  fear  from  thofe  enra¬ 
ged  and  turbulent  men,  who  feemed  ready  to 
draw  their  fcymitars  againfi  each  other.  Omar 
therefore,  who  was  highly  refpecfied  amongft 
them  on  account  of  his  prudence  and  wif- 
dom,  took  a  ftep  which  ended  the  whole 
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s  difficulty.  He  arofe  from  his  feat,  and  ap- 
tj  proaching  Abubecre,  he  killed  his  hand,  loud¬ 
ly  acknowledged  him  for  fovereign,  and 
took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  him.  This 
si  extraordinary  meafure  amazed  them  all,  and 
j  at  the  fame  time  reconciled  them  to  each 
j  other.  They  all  followed  Omar’s  example  ; 
and  Abubecre  received  the  homage  of  the 
whole  affembiy. 

Thus  Omar,  to  fave  the  hate,  as  well  as 
i  his  religion,  from  utter  ruin,  in  this  junc- 
1 1  ture  generoufly  facrificed  his  private  intereft 
!  to  the  public  good.  And  as  the  hep  he  had 
taken  might  have  proved  a  dangerous  exam¬ 
ple,  and  been  made  a  precedent  for  the  future, 
h  he  himfelf  declared  that  if  any  perfon  attempt- 
i  ed  afterwards  to  imitate  his  conduct,  hefhould 
:;be  {tabbed  on  the  fpot,  as  well  as  the  man 
I  who  accepted  of  fuch  a  nomination. 

But  if  Abubecre  was  indebted  for  his 
!);  dignity  to  the  prefence  of  mind,  and  difin- 
i.  terefted  conduct  of  Omar,  it  may  be  pre- 
li,  fumed  that  the  hopes  which  the  latter  en¬ 
tertained  of  one  day  pofleffing  the  fovereign- 
ty  had  fome  fhare  in  it.  By  nominating 
Abubecre,  who  was  then  greatly  advanced  in 
.  years,  the  utmoft  rifque  Omar  could  run, 
was  the  waiting  a  fhort  time  before  he  fuc- 
ceeded  him  ;  whereas  all  would  have  been 
at  flake  had  the  partition  of  the  fovereignty 
between  the  feveral  claimants  taken  place. 
|:For  in  fuch  cafe  the  whole  would  have  been 
:  annihilated. 
f  Vol.  I.  R 
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AB  U  B  E  C  R  E,  when  he  afcended  the  ara- 
bian  throne,  refufedto  affame  the  title  of 
king,  prince,  or  other  pompous  denomination. 
The  mod  pleafing  title  was  that  which  would 
be  ever  recalling  to  their  minds  the  memory  of 
the  prophet  who  was  founder  of  their  ftate  ; 
for  which  reafon  he  took  the  ftile  of  Caliph, 
in  Arabic  fignifiying  vicar  or  fucceffor  ;  and 
that  name  hath  been  knee  ufed  by  all  fuch 
as  have  reigned  over  the  Arabians. 

The  election  of  Abubecre  was  not  fo  una¬ 
nimous  as  to  leave  no  mal- contents.  They 
did  not  indeed  openly  oppofe  it  in  the  af* 
fembly,  becaufe  they  were  forced  to  yield  to 
the  majority  of  votes;  but  in  a  fhort  time 
complaints  arofe,  not  diredtly  againft  the 
Caliph,  whole  merit  was  univerfally  acknow¬ 
ledged  ;  but  many  amongft  them  alledged,  % 
that  the  Caliphiliip  of  right  belonged  to  Ali, 
who  was  Mahomet's  coufin,  and  fon-in~law, 
and  they  afferted  that  only  fuch  as  were  of 
the  prophet's  family,  could  be  lawful  fuc- 
ceffors  to  the  fovereignty. 

The  perfons  who  made  thefe  complaints, 
were  in  fome  meafure  authorized  to  do  it, 
by  the  manner  in  which  Ali  took  Abubecre's 
election.  He  was  not  prefent  at  the  af- 
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fembly  in  which  that  important  affair  was  Abubecre. 
tranfadted  ;  and  when  he  was  informed  of  J^gyra  XI* 
what  had  paffed  there,  he  could  not  help  ’  ær‘  32' 
die  wing  his  difcontent. 

Abubecre  being  made  acquainted  with  Ali’s 
fentiments,  determined  to  ufe  his  utmoft 
endeavours  to  appeafe  him  ;  fearing  the 
murmurs  of  fo  confiderable  a  perfon  might 
make  dangerous  impreffions  on  the  minds  of 
his  fubjedts.  He  therefore  diredled  Omar  to 
attend  him,  and  to  ufe  all  poffible  means  for 
reconciling  him  to  the  prefent  difpofition 
of  affairs. 

Omar  went  forthwith  to  the  houfe  of  obîlSes 
Fatima,  where  he  knew  Ali  then  was,  with  knowledge 
a  numerous  company  of  his  relations  and  Abubecre. 
friends.  He  told  them  the  purport  of  his 
commiffion,  and  ufed  his  utmoft  endea¬ 
vours  to  prevail  with  Ali  to  concur  in  an 
eledtion  which  had  been  made  in  due  form, 
and  by  the  concurrent  fuffrages  of  the  nation. 

Ali,  unmoved  by  remonftrances  which  ten¬ 
ded  only  to  make  him  renounce  a  dignity 
which  he  thought  he  had  a  right  to,  returned 
no  other  anfwer,  but  by  making  frefli  com¬ 
plaints  ;  which  plainly  fhewed  that  pacific 
meafures  would  have  no  effedt  upon  him. 

Omar  therefore  making  ufe  of  that  hold 
language  which  had  often  ftood  him  in  fo 
great  ftead,  told  Ali  he  muft  obey  ;  and 
turning  at  the  fame  time  to  the  company 
who  were  with  him,  threatened  that  he 
would  immediately  let  fire  to  the  houfe,  if 
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they  any  longer  delayed  acknowledging  the 
Caliph. 

Ali,  who  knew  Omar  to  be  a  man  of  his 
word,  did  not  chufe  to  expofe  himfelf  to  fuch 
an  infult;  he  thought  it  beft,  therefore,  to 
comply  in  the  preient  exigency,  and  forthwith 
went  and  paid  homage  to  Abubecre. 

He  had  afterwards  a  long  conference  with 
the  Caliph,  in  which  he  could  not  help  tel¬ 
ling  him  how  greatly  he  was  furprifed  at  his 
accepting  the  fovereign  authority,  without  fo 
much  as  offering  to  give  him  previous  in¬ 
formation  of  it.  Abubecre,  who  was  fen  Able 
that  Ali’s  complaints  were  not  groundlefs, 
endeavoured  to  pacify  him,  and  treated  him 
with  the  greatefl  mildnefs  and  moderation. 
He  gave  him  an  account  of  the  terrible  ex¬ 
tremity  to  which  the  different  factions  had 
puflied  matters  at  the  affembly  for  the 
eledion,  in  the  moil:  moving  terms.  He 
told  him,  that  he  law  them  prepared  to  cut 
each  others  throat  5  that  the  tumult  ceafed 
the  moment  he  was  eleded  ;  and  that  he 
thought  the  prefen t  circumftances obliged  him 
to  comply  with  the  refolutions  of  the  people  3 
fearing  a  refufal,  or  even  the  lead:  hefitation, 
might  have  rekindled  the  flame,  and  occa- 
fioned  troubles,  which  would  have  infallibly 
overturned  their  yet  unfettled  date. 

Ali  appearing  to  be  convinced  by  thefe 
reafons,  the  Caliph  added,  that  as  he  accepted 
the  dignity  only  for  the  good  of  his  country, 
he  would  readily  lay  it  down  whenever  any 
one  could  be  found,  who  had  a  due  regard 

to 
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to  the  people,  and  fhould  be  ca 
ferving  tranquillity  amongft  then 
ther  Abubecre  was  fincere  in 
difinterefted  offer,  or  whether  he  only  pro- 
poled  thereby  to  gain  All’s  good  will,  is  not 
fo  certain  as  that  it  had  its  defired  effect  ;  for 
fo  far  was  Ali  from  continuing  his  complaint, 
that  he  highly  commended  the  Caliph’s  gene¬ 
rous  fentiments,  ratified  the  homage  he  had 
before  paid  him*,  and  begged  he  would  nor 
think  of  refigning  a  dignity  which  he  had  fo 
good  a  right  to  poffèfs,  as  well  on  account  of 
his  perfonal  merit,  as  by  the  general  coiffent 
of  the  people. 

No  fooner  was  this  affair  fo  happily  con-  Several  tribes 
eluded,  than  another  happened  which  caufed  0lCthe  Aral>1- 

1  r  \  ans  revolt. 

the  Caliph  great  unealinels.  A  numerous 
party  of  Arabians,  Birred  up  by  artful  and  fe- 
ditious  men-f-,  who,  in  imitation  of  Maho¬ 
met,  were  defirous  of  acquiring  a  name  by  a 
the  help  of  religion,  refolved  to  fhake  off  the 

*  Some  authors  afbure  us  that  the  Allans  always  denied 
All’s  having  confented  to  Abubecre’s  election. 

t  Whatloever  veneration  and  refpedt  Mahomet  gained 
both  to  his  perfon  and  doélrine,  many  fedts  did  not  wait 
till  his  death  before  they  made  their  appearance.  Several 
of  them  arofe  in  his  life  time,  and  they  amounted  unto 
I  feventy-two  in  the  firft  century  of  the  Hegyra.  It  became 
much  worfe  in  after  times,  when  Ariftotle’s  logic  and  me- 
thaphyfles  were  tranflated  into  Arabic.  The  orthodoxy 
of  Mahometifm  then  received  a  terrible  blow,  bv  the  Pro- 
digious  number  of  interpretations,  opinions,  and  disputes, 
which  infenfibly  railed  the  flame  of  civil  wars.  Each  of* 
thofe  fefts  had  its  commentators,  eloflators  and  dddtors  ; 
who  feudied,  one  would  think,  to  go  beyond  each  other  in 
the  extravagance  of  their  opinions,  and  their  obflmacy  in, 
maintaining  them. 

B  3  yoke 
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yoke  of  the  prophet’s  fucceffor,  and  to  coin  and 
eftablifh  a  new  religion  to  their  own  liking. 

Their  fchiim  was  firft  made  known  by  their 
refufal  to  pay  the  ufual  tribute,  as  alfo  the 
tenths,  and  fuch  alms  as  the  prophet  had  pre- 
feribed.  In  vain  were  they  lu  mm  on  ed  to  re¬ 
turn  to  obedience,  and  acknowledge  the  Ca¬ 
liph’s  authority:  they  took  up  arms  in  order 
to  fupport  their  meafures,  and  it  was  foon 
found  that  they  had  begun  their  march  and 
were  approaching  Medina. 

This  news  threw  the  whole  city  into  a 
a  confirmation,  and  the  terrified  inhabitants 
thought  they  faw  the  enemy  already  at  their 
gates.  Abubecre  immediately  ifllied  proper 
orders,  and  fpeedily  railed  a  body  of  troops  : 
and  as  there  was  reafon  to  apprehend  the 
enemy  might  attempt  to  furprize  them, 
whilft  they  were  bufied  in  their  preparations, 
the  Caliph  caufed  the  women,  children,  and 
old  men,  in  a  word,  all  that  were  incapable 
of  bearing  arms,  to  be  fent  to  a  place  of  fafety. 
Thefe  meafures  having  been  taken,  and  the 
troops  being  ready,  Abubecre  gave  the  com¬ 
mand  of  his  army  to  Khaled,  a  captain  of  re¬ 
nown,  who  had  ferved  with  great  reputation 
under  Mahomet. 

Khaled  maintained  on  that  occafion,  the 
glory  he  had  acquired  in  the  prophet’s 
life-time.  He  boldly  marched  up  to  the 
enemy,  at  the  head  of  live  thoofand  men 
only,  and  obtained  a  com  pleat  vidtory.  A 
great  number  oi  the  rebels  were  killed,  and 
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taken  prifoners;  of  which  number  were  the  Abubecre- 
chief  officers,  and  amongft  the  reft  Malek-  6*  ^ 
ebn-Noweirah,  commander  of  the  rebels. 

Malek  was  a  man  of  great  note  amongft  Malek,  their 
the  Arabians,  he  was  of  high  defcent,  was  p11j^^takeri 
poffeffed  of  an  uncommon  bravery,  and  was 
likewife  diftinguifhed  for  his  wonderful  ta¬ 
lent  in  poetry.  The  Caliph,  who  had  a  parti¬ 
cular  efteem  for  that  general,  would  willingly 
have  brought  him  to  fubmiffion,  by  tiling 
mildnefs  and  moderation  :  and  as  he  had 
reafon  to  fuppofe  he  took  up  arms  rather  to 
become  head  of  a  party,  than  with  a  view  to 
abandon  the  mahometan  religion,  he  ordered 
Khaled  to  confer  with  him,  and  to  found 
him  as  to  the  fentiments  he  entertained  touch¬ 
ing  the  prophet’s  dodtrine. 

Malek  made  no  fcruple  of  acknowledging  Conference 
his  manner  of  thinking  in  regard  to  religion,  between  Ma- 

T  T  -,  ,  ,  .  ,  P  «  .  ^  ^  t  lek  and  Kha-» 

He  declared,  he  thought  his  own  prayers,  and  iecj. 
thofe  of  his  party,  were  as  good  and  as  accept¬ 
able  to  God,  as  the  prayers  of  the  Muflulmen 
who  paid  the  zacal-^.  Khaled  anfwered,  that 
prayers  ought  to  be  accompanied  by  alms, 
and  did  not  exempt  men  from  paying  the 
ufual  taxes  and  impofitions.  cc  And  are  thefe, 
faid  he,  the  language  and  prétendons  of  thy 
matter?'’  To  thefe  words,  which  plainly  (hew¬ 
ed  the  prifoner  did  not  own  himfelf  the  Ca¬ 
liph’s  fubjed:,  Khaled  furioufly  replied, 4  4  what, 
is  not  my  matter  thine  alfo?’’ and,  without  giv¬ 
ing  him  time  to  return  a  word,  he  threatned 
that  he  would  caufe  his  head  to  be  taken 

*  A  tax  enjoined  by  the  mahometan  law. 
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off.  Malek,  not  in  the  leaft  difconcerted, 
coolly  faid:  “  And  is  this  the  order  thy  mafter 
hath  given  thee  ?  Khaled,  no  longer  able  to 
to  contain  himfelf,  only  replied,  £C  What 
ftill  the  fame  contempt  for  our  fovereign  !” 
and  immediately  commanded  his  attendants 
to  feize  him  and  put  him  to  death. 

Some  officers,  who  were  with  Khaled, 
ftrongly  interceded  with  him  to  revoke  the 
order  he  had  given  ;  but  that  general  was 
inexorable.  The  unfortunate  Maiek,  finding: 
himfelf  doomed  to  die,  could  not  conceive, 
that  being  a  Muffulman  by  religion,  and  dis¬ 
agreeing  with  the  others  only  in  a  few  legal 
ceremonies,  they  could  poffibly  deal  with  him 
fo  cruelly.  He  therefore  thought  the  beauty 
of  his  wife,  who  was  then  prefent,  and  pro¬ 
bably  had  been  taken  prifoner  at  the  fame 
time,  was  the  caufe  of  his  deftruétion.  “That 
woman,”  cried  he,  at  the  very  time  Khaled’s 
attendants  were  laying  hands  on  him,“  is  the 
foie  caufe  of  my  death.”  ££  No,”  replied  Kha¬ 
led,  ££  it  is  not  ffie  that  occafions  you  rodie, 
but  God  alone,  whofe  religion  you  have 
abandoned.”  ££  Not  fo,”  refumed  Malek,  '“for 
I  now  profefs  it.”  But  he  could  fay  no  more, 
for  that  inftant  they  {truck  off  his  head. 

When  Abubecre  heard  this  news,  he  was 
very  wroth  5  he  had  a  value  for  Malek,  and 
intended  to  have  won  him  by  treating  him 
mildly,  and  to  have  made  ufe  of  rigorous 
means  only  at  the  1  aft  extremity  ;  but  the 
hafty  zeal  of  Khaled  was  incompatible  with 
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flich  a  conduCt.  However,  he  aim  oft  paid  Abubecre* 
dear  for  the  bold  freedom  with  which  he  had  0^^632 
exceeded  the  bounds  of  his  commiiTion,  for 
the  Caliph  was  bent  on  punifhing  him,  and 
revenging,  by  his  death,  the  lofs  of  a  noted 
leader,  who  had  not  merited  fo  cruel  a  treat¬ 
ment:  but,  fortunately  for  Khaled,  Omar 
was  pleafed  to  interpofe  in  his  behalf,  and 
pleaded  his  caufe  fo  fuccefsfully,  that  at  laft 
he  appeafed  the  Caliph,  and  obtained  the 
fuppliant’s  pardon. 

The  defeat  of  Malek  and  his  whole  party 
reftored  quiet  to  the  city  of  Medina  ;  tho’ 
there  flill  remained  many  enemies  to  be  op- 
pofed  ;  for  after  the  death  of  Mahomet,  lè¬ 
verai  petty  prophets  arofe,  who  ftrove  to 
gain  and  head  a  party  ;  but  they  were  not 
formidable,  tho’  very  numerous:  for  there 
was  not  the  le  aft  alliance  or  connection  be¬ 
tween  them,  and  it  was  well  known  they 
would  not  afford  each  other  any  affiftance  ; 
in  fo  much  that  it  was  hoped  they  fliould 
eafily  reduce  them  one  by  one. 

Amongft  thefe  feveral  parties,  the  moftMofeilama 
confiderable  faCtion  was  that  which  was fets  VP  for  2 
headed  by  a  famous  captain,  called  Mofei-pr°P 
lama,  a  man  of  great  conduCt  and  adivity, 
who  had  been  one  of  Mahomet's  firft  difci- 
ples,  and  who  had  foon  after  prefumed,  even 
in  the  prophet’s  life  time,  to  improve  upon  his 
doCtrine,  and  publifh  a  new  Alcoran  ;  though 
whilft  Mahomet  held  the  reins  of  authority, 
he  v/as  unable  to  make  any  confiderable  pro- 
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grefs.  But  fo  foon  as  he  was  dead,  Mofei¬ 
lama,  finding  himfelf  more  at  liberty,  pub- 
lifhed  his  new  tenets  with  great  ceremony, 
and  gained  a  large  number  of  followers. 
And  he  at  laft  obtained  fo  high  credit  in  the 
province  of  Yemamah*',  that  the  Caliph  re- 
folved  to  bring  him  under  his  fubjedtion  by 
force  of  arms. 

Abubecre  immediately  fent  out  againft 
him  Akramah  and  Sergiabil,  officers  of  dif- 
tindtion,  with  a  pretty  numerous  body  of 
troops  3  thefe  were  afterwards  confiderably 
augmented  by  freffi  detachments,  which  the 
Caliph  caufed  to  march  under  the  command 
of  Khaled.  That  army  being  then  about 
forty  thoufand  ftrong,  went  and  encamped 
at  a  place  called  Akrebah. 

Mofeilama,  tho’  greatly  inferior  in  num¬ 
bers,  boldly  marched  up  to  the  Muffulmen, 
and  gave  them  battle.  This  raffi  ftep  had 
almoft  been  attended  with  the  greateft  fuc- 
cefs,  for  the  Muffulmen  were  broke  at  the 
firft  onfet,  and  the  greateft  part  of  them 
were  ready  to  fly  3  but  all  was  foon  reftored  to 
order  by  the  bravery  and  activity  of  the  gene¬ 
rals,  who  rallied  the  broken  troops;  and 
they  taking  frefli  courage,  fell  furioufly  on 
the  enemy,  refoived  to  repair  the  fhame  of 
their  defeat.  This  fécond  engagement  was 
extremely  hot  on  both  fides;  and  vidtory 
remained  a  long  time  in  fufpence;  but  Mofei¬ 
lama  having  been  killed  in  the  heat  of  the 

*  A  province  of  Arabia,  different  from  Yemen. 
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adion,  his  death  occafioned  the  lofs  of  theABUBECRE* 
battle.  The  Muffulmen  ufing  their  ut- ?,esyra  IIa 
rnoft  efforts,  made  the  Arabians  give  ground,  *  ær’  32° 
and  put  them  to  the  rout.  They  made  a 
terrible  daughter  amongft  them,  ten  thou- 
fand  having  been  left  on  the  fpot;  belides 
thefe,  a  great  number  of  the  run-aways  were 
maffacred  by  the  troops  fent  in  purfuit  of 
them  ;  and  iiich  as  efcaped  the  fword  of  the 
conqueror,  faved  their  lives  only  by  again 
embracing  Mahometifm,  which  they  had 
abandoned. 

No  fooner  was  this  affair  terminated,  than  The  province 
they  found  themfelves  obliged  to  take  mea-  of  Barheim 
fures  for  quelling  fome  difturbances  which  t0  lts 
arofe  in  the  country  of  Barheim,  a  province 
of  Arabia,  upon  the  perfan  gulph.  The 
inhabitants  of  that  diftrid  were  fallen  back 
to  their  ancient  religion,  and  denied  payment 
of  the  dues  prefcribed  by  the  law  of  Maho¬ 
met.  Abubecre  forthwith  fent  a  body  of 
troops  to  fubdue  the  rebels,  but  the  prepa¬ 
rations  alone  frightened  them  into  obedi¬ 
ence.  Being  intimidated  by  the  example  of 
Mofeilama,  whofe  defeat  had  fpread  a  ter¬ 
ror  over  all  Arabia,  they  again  profeffed  the 
mahometan  religion  ;  and  for  a  long  time 
the  leaf;  projed  tending  to,  a  revolt  was  not 
fomuch  as  heard  of. 

The  Caliph  having  thus  put  an  end  to  the  Beginning  of 
troubles,  vanquished  the  rebels,  and  brought thell0Îywars%  ' 
all  Arabia  under  fubmiflion  to  his  autho¬ 
rity  and  religion,  propofed  to  commence  a 

war 
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war  againft  the  chriftian  powers;  in  order 
to  force  them  either  to  embrace  Maho- 
metifm,  or  to  become  tributaries  to  the 
Mahometans.  Abubecre  probably  forefaw, 
that  the  mod  effectual  way  to  prevent  fuch 
difturbances  as  turbulent  men  might  raife 
in  the  provinces  of  his  dominions,  would  be 
to  find  them  employment  abroad,  by  point¬ 
ing  out  to  them  a  common  enemy,  whofe 
riches  would  excite  their  covetoufnefs,  at  the 
fame  time  that  their  zeal  would  be  gratified 
in  gaining  profelites  to  Mahometifm.  But 
however  that  was,  the  Caliph’s  propofal 
was  unanimoufiy  approved  of  in  council, 
and  they  refolved  to  maflacre  (without 
giving  the  leaft  quarter)  all  fuch  Chriftians  as 
fhould  refufe  to  comply  with  one  of  thofe 
propofals,  which  were  the  chief  caufe  for 
their  taking  up  arms. 

This  war  therefore,  having  been  under¬ 
taken  for  the  propagation  of  Mahomet’s 
doftrine,  the  Muffulmen  have  called  it  cc  the 
holy  war”.  They  have  alfo  dignified  with 
the  fame  appellation  every  other  enterprize 
they  formed  upon  the  like  pretext. 

In  confequence  of  the  refolution  taken 
in  council,  Abubecre  forthwith  fent  a  cir¬ 
cular  letter  to  all  the  princes  of  Arabia,  and 
to  the  governors  of  cities  and  places,  com¬ 
manding  them  to-  make  a  fpeedy  levy  of 
troops.  The  letter  was  exprefied  in  thefe 
terms. 


In 
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£C  In  the  name  of  the  mo  ft  merciful  God,  Abubecre. 
Abdollah-ebn-abu-cohaffas^,to  all  true  be-Hegyrau. 
lievers,  greeting  and  profperity.  May  the  c>n°ær*632« 
mercy  and  protection  of  God  be  upon  you.  A1°ubecre’s 
Ipraife  the  moft  wife  God,  and  pray -{-for  his  ater’ 
prophet  Mahomet.  This  letter  is  to  in¬ 
form  you  that  I  defign  to  fend  the  true 
believers  into  Syria,  that  they  may  force 
that  country  from  the  hands  of  the  infidels  : 

I  would  alfo  have  you  to  know,  that  in 
fighting  for  religion,  you  obey  God.” 

So  foon  as  this  letter  was  made  public, 
the  Muflulmen  came  in  great  crowds  from 
all  parts,  and  afked  leave  to  fight  under  the 
holy  flan  dard.  And  the  troops  which  had 
been  fo  expeditioufly  raifed  in  the  feveral  pro¬ 
vinces,  joined  in  a  body,  and  encamped 
under  the  walls  of  Medina.  As  they  were 
eager  for  addon,  a  fhort  day  was  appointed 
for  their  march,  which  being  arrived,  Ye- 
zid-ebn-abi-fofian,  whom  the  Caliph  had 
appointed  commander  of  the  forces,  drew 
them  up  in  battle  array  at  a  fmall  diftance 
from  the  city. 

Abubecre,  highly  pleafed  with  the  zeal  of  Abubecre 
his  fubjedts,  went  out  of  Medina  to  review 
his  troops.  But  in  order  to  take  in  at  once  forces!  °  1$ 

*  Thefe  were  Abubecre’s  proper  names  ;  an  account  has 
already  been  given  of  the  motive  which  induced  Mahomet 
to  change  them,  in  order  to  give  him  that  name,  by  which 
he  is  known  in  hiftory. 

f  This  is  a  manifeft  contradi&ion  to  the  prejudices  of 
fome  Chriftians,  who  believe  the  Mahometans  addrefs  their 
prayers  to  Mahomet» 


the 


62  The  HISTORY  of 

Abubecre.  nobIe  fight  of  an  army  ranged  in  bat- 
Hegyra, 1 1 .  |lej  together  with  fome  of  his  favou- 

32-  rjtes^  afcen(]e(j  a  hill,  from  the  top  of  which 
he  had  a  full  profped:  of  them.  Being  mov¬ 
ed  at  the  grandeur  of  their  appearance,  he 
fell  on  his  knees,  and  begged  the  Almighty 
that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  infpire  his 
foldiers  with  courage,  and  that  he  would 
not  fuffer  men  who  fo  freely  devoted  their 
lives  to  the  honour  of  his  name,  to  become 
the  prey  of  infidels. 

This  prayer  being  ended,  the  Caliph 
went  down  the  hill,  put  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  his  army,  and  commanded  them 
to  march.  As  he  was  on  foot,  the  general 
officers  alighted  from  their  horfes,  in  order 
to  accompany  him  ;  but  Abubecre  bid  them 
remount,  telling  them  he  had  a  particular 
reafon  for  marching  on  foot  ;  that  his  defign 
was  to  offer  up  to  God  the  firfl  fteps  he 
fhould  take  at  the  head  of  fo  gallant  a  band, 
and  he  hoped  they  would  be  accepted  by 
the  divine  goodnefs. 

The  Caliph  continued  thus  his  march  for 
fome  time,  and  then  took  leave  of  his 
troops,  wifhing  them  a  happy  fuccefs.  After¬ 
wards,  turning  to  Yezid,  he  charged  him  to 
ufe  the  troops  mildly,  and  to  undertake 
nothing  of  confequence  without  confulting 
the  principal  officers  ;  that  he  fhould  never 
fwerve  from  the  rules  of  juftice  and  equity; 
that  he  fhould  infpire  the  troops  with  the 
utmoft  courage  and  intrepidity;  that  he 

fhould 
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fhould  behave  with  moderation  in  the  ad-  Abubecre. 
vantages  he  might  gain  ;  that  when  he  was  ^gyra  1 1  * 
a  conqueror,  he  fhould  never  loofe  fight  of  *ær*  33* 
the  principles  of  humanity  ;  and  in  an  efpe- 
cial  manner  he  recommended  it  to  him,  to 
prevent  the  maflacre  of  old  men,  women, 
and  children.  But  he  did  not  give  him 
fuch  moderate  council,  in  refpedl  to  the 
minifters  and  doctors  of  Chriftianity  :  how¬ 
ever,  he  made  a  diftindtion  betwixt  the 
monks  and  the  fecular  clergy.  cc  Do  no 
hurt,  faid  he,  to  the  monks*,  who  lead  a  re¬ 
tired  life  in  their  monafteries  ;  but  fhew 
no  mercy  to  thofe  fhaven  priefts,  who  be¬ 
long  to  the  fynagogue  of  Satan  ;  unlefs  they 
become  muflulmen,  or  fubmit  to  pay  tri¬ 
bute. 

After  this  difcourfe,  Abubecre  bid  adieu  The  Maho- 
to  the  generals  and  foldiers,  and  returned  march* to- 
to  Medina  :  and  the  mufiulman  army  con-  wards  Syria, 
tinued  its  march  towards  Syria. 

This  province  was  totally  unguarded  : 
the  emperor  Heraclius  imagined  he  had 
nothing  to  fear  from  an  empire  fo  newly 
fprung  up,  and  which  he  alfo  fuppofed  was 
rent  by  inteftine  divifions.  Befides,  the  con- 


*  This  regard  which  Abubecre  paid  to  the  monks  was 
perhaps  occafioned  by  the  kind  reception  Mahomet  had  met 
with  in  feveral  monafteries  in  Syria  ;  and  especially  in  that  of 
Boftra,  where  he  contradted  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  a 
monk  called  Bahira  by  the  Eafterns,  and  Sergius  by  the 
Wefterns.  It  is  aflerted,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  that  this 
monk  was  one  of  Mahomet’s  chief  afiiftants  in  compofing 
his  Alcoran. 
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quells  he  had  lately  gained  over  a  people  lb 
formidable  as  the  Ferfians,  made  him  firm¬ 
ly  believe  that  no  other  nation  would  have 
the  boldnefs  to  attack  him  in  his  own  do¬ 
minions.  This  unhappy  confidence  occa- 
fioned  him  to  negleCt  taking  fuch  meafures 
as  prudence  required  ;  infomuch  that  his 
frontiers  were  befencelefs,  and  particularly 
about  Syria,  where  he  had  not  fo  much  as 
one  fortified  place. 

That  prince,  therefore,  was  amazed  when 
he  heard  the  Arabians  were  on  their  march, 
and  preparing  to  enter  Syria  :  but  the  thoughts 
of  his  late  fuccefs  foon  made  him  eafy  as 
to  the  event  of  an  enterprize,  which  he 
concluded  was  ill  concerted.  He  therefore 
thought  it  fufficient  to  fend  a  body  of  troops 
to  flop  the  march  of  the  Arabians,  and 
force  them  to  return  the  way  they  came. 

The  general,  to  whom  the  emperor  had 
given  the  command  of  his  troops,  boldly 
marched  towards  the  enemy,  and  gave 
them  battle  fo  foon  as  he  came  up  with 
them  ;  but  the  ifiue  was  far  from  anfwer- 
ing  his  expectations.  The  Greeks  were 
broken  and  put  to  the  rout  3  all  the  efforts 
of  the  general  were  unable  to  rally  them, 
he  was  killed  upon  the  fpot,  and  his  death 
caufed  the  utter  defeat  of  his  army. 

The  news  of  this  victory  was  immedi¬ 
ately  fent  to  the  Caliph,  together  with  the 
colours,  llandards,  and  other  fpoils  of  the 
Chriftians.  Abubecre  caufed  them  forth¬ 
with 
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with  to  be  expofed  to  public  view,  and  Abubecre. 
was  lavifih  in  praifing  thole  who  had  a  {hare 
in  that  enterprife,  which  feemed  a  prelude 
to  the  greateft  advantages.  The  MufTulmen, 
animated  at  the  fight  of  thefe  teftimonies 
of  the  victory  gained  by  their  fellow  fub- 
jedts,  as  well  as  by  the  commendations 
beftowed  on  their  bravery,  envyed  the  good 
fortune  of  thofe  who  were  prefent  at  fo 
glorious  an  adtion.  The  Caliph,  highly  plea- 
fed  at  the  prefent  difpofition  of  the  people, 
continued  his  difcourfe  with  {till  greater 
energy  than  before,  that  he  might  enflame 
their  minds,  and  engage  them  in  the  defign 
he  had  formed. 

After  having  duly  extolled  the  merit  both  The  Caliph 
of  the  generals  and  foldiers,  who  had  done  fends  fre[1i 
fo  much  honour  to  the  nation,  he  alked  if  J[a.°PS  t0 
it  would  be  advifable  to  pufli  on  the  advan¬ 
tage  they  had  gained  ;  and  whether  the 
people  would  refufe  to  join  their  brave 

countrvmen  :  and  in  concert  with  them  to 
^  * 

undertake  the  conqueft  of  Syria  ? 

In  a  moment  the  whole  body  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  was  in  motion  5  each  man  was  eager  to 
have  a  fhare  in  fo  glorious  an  enterprife  :  fo 
that  in  a  very  fhort  time  Abubecre  had  a 
ftrong  militia  on  foot,  who  waited  only  for 
his  orders  to  begin  their  march. 

The  Caliph,  that  he  might  not  give  their  Omar  occa- 
ardour  time  to  cool,  ifiued  with  all  fpeed 
the  neceflary  difpatches  for  the  departure  of  taken  from 
his  troops  ;  and  gave  the  command  of  them  Saed. 

Vol»  I  F  to 
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to  one  of  his  favourite  captains,  named 
Saed.  The  choice  of  that  general  was  op- 
pofed  by  Omar,  who  earneftly  follicited  the 
nomination  of  another.  But  hiftorians  do 
not  fay  what  could  induce  him  fo  warmly 
to  difapprove  of  that  choice  ;  Abubecre  was 
therefore  at  a  great  lofs  ;  he  was  unwilling 
to  difoblige  Saed,  by  revoking  the  commif- 
fion  he  had  juft  given  him  :  on  the  other 
hand,  he  would  have  avoided  giving  Omar 
the  lead  caufe  of  difpleafure.  In  this  di¬ 
lemma,  he  went  to  confiait  his  daughter 
Aïefha,  who  was  Mahomet’s  widow.  This 
woman,  having  been  the  prophet’s  darling, 
the  Muffulmen  entertained  the  greateft  ve¬ 
neration  for  her.  They  called  her  cc  mother 
of  the  faithful:”  fhe  was,  as  it  were,  the  queen 
of  Mahomet’s  other  wives,  and  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  filled  with  his  fpirit  ;  and  con¬ 
sequently  very  capable  of  Solving  all  diffi¬ 
culties;  infomuch  that  theyadvifed  with  her 
on  matters  of  the  greateft  importance. 

The  opinion  of  Aïefha  was  not  favour¬ 
able  to  Abubecre’s  intentions  :  far  from  ap¬ 
proving  the  choice  he  had  made  of  Saed, 
the  declared  herfelf  to  be  of  the  fame  fen- 
timents  with  Omar,  who,  fhe  faid,  had  no 
other  views  but  for  the  public  good  on 
that  occafion. 

The  conduct  of  Saed,  when  he  was  in¬ 
formed  of  Aïefha’s  decifion,  was  a  frein  proof 
of  the  regard  the  Muffulmen  paid  to  that 
woman.  Far  from  murmuring,  the  general 

'  forthwith 
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forthwith  refigned  the  ftandard,  which  the 
Caliph  had  prefented  to  him,  as  a  mark  of 
the  authority  he  had  been  pleafed  to  intruft 
him  with  ;  and  only  faid,  he  would  march 
with  as  much  zeal  under  the  orders  of  ano¬ 
ther,  as  if  he  had  been  continued  in  the 
command  himfelf. 

At  the  very  time  Saed  was  a&ing  fo  dii-  Amru  is 
interefied  a  part,  there  was  another  captain, 
named  Am ru-ebn-al- A s,  who  earneftly  fol-  forceSs 
licited  for  the  command.  He  applied  to 
Omar,  and  begged  he  would  ufe  his  intereft 
to  obtain  that  poll  for  him.  But  Omar 
(who  indeed  could  eafily  have  done  it)  was 
at  the  fame  time  not  of  a  temper  to  procure 
command  for  one  who  fo  eagerly  fought  after 
it:  and  accordingly  he  refufed  making  any 
application  to  the  Caliph  for  that  purpofe. 

But  as  Arnrou  was,  next  to  Saed,  the  moft 
able  leader,  Abubecre  appointed  him  of  his 
own  accord  ;  and  Omar,  who  did  not  think 
fit  to  appear  in  his  behalf,  iuffered  the  no¬ 
mination  to  pa  fis  without  opponng  it. 

The  mufiulman  troops  being  ready  to 
begin  their  march,  Amru  came  to  receive 
the  Caliph's  orders,  who  gave  him  the  mofl 
prudent  advice,  as  to  his  conduct  in  the  em¬ 
ployment  he  was  about  to  undertake.  He 
ordered  him  to  take  his  rout  through  Palef- 
tine,  and  to  fend  advice  of  his  arrival  to 
Yezid,  that  he  might  join  his  body  of  forces, 
in  cafe  of  need  ;  otherwife  that  he  fhould 
wait  for  further  orders.  Abubecre  at  the 
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Abubecre.  fame  time  appointed  a  generaliffimo  for  his 
Ch^r^z  army  m  Syria,  which  dignity  he  beftowed 
The  com  on  ^bu-obeidah  ;  who  departed  with  the 
mand  in  chief  trooPs  5  but  left  them  in  Paleftine,  that  he 
given  to  Abu-  might  the  fooner  arrive  in  Syria. 

He  found  affairs  greatly  changed  there  ; 
the  Muffulmen  no  longer  feemed  to  be 
the  fame  victorious  foldiers,  whofe  valour 
had  been  fo  highly  extolled  at  Medina. 
The  Greeks  had  beat  them  in  feveral  aCtions, 
and  were  become  fo  formidable,  that  the 
Arabians  no  longer  dared  to  keep  the  field. 
Even  Obeidah  became  infeCted  with  the 
common  terror  ;  who,  far  from  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  recover  from  the  Greeks  the  advan¬ 


tages  which  the  Muffulmen  had  formerly 
gained  over  them,  refolved  to  remain  in¬ 
active,  and  to  keep  himfelf  barely  upon  the 
defenfive. 

Khaled  is  ap-  Abubecre  having  received  this  news,  in- 

ii  e  ;  ad"  of  o  be  i  -  recalled  Obeidah,  and  appointed  Kha- 

dah.  led  in  his  dead.  That  general  was  then  in 

the  province  of  Irak,  where  he  had  made 
a  great  progrefs  :  he  had  got  poffeffion  of 
the  capital,  and  was  preparing  to  reduce  the 
whole  country,  when  he  received  the 
Caliph’  s  orders. 

He  forthwith  repaired  to  Syria,  where 
his  prefence  foon  changed  the  face  of  af¬ 
fairs.  His  great  reputation  railed  the  cou¬ 
rage  of  the  troops,  who  thought  they  had 
nothing  to  fear  under  the  conduCt  of  fuch  a 
general.  The  imprudent  caution  of  Obei¬ 
dah, 
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dah,  who  was  of  a  mild  and  quiet  difpofition,  Abubecre. 
and  flow  in  his  operations,  had  damped  the  Hegyra  n. 
fpirit  of  the  foldiery,  who  before  were  much  ‘ær*  32‘ 
better  pleafed  with  the  impetuous  ardour  of 
Khaled  ;  and  yet  that  general  was  fo  far 
from  fparing  the  troops,  that  he  often  greatly 
expofed  them  :  but  he  never  fpared  himfelf  ; 
and  tho’  his  enterprizes  were  fometimes 
extremely  rafh,  he  was  brave  and  fortunate, 
and  always  came  off  with  honour. 

At  the  time  he  arrived  to  take  upon  him  The  Mufful- 
the  command  of  the  army,  Sergiabil,  a  muf-  ^r^eliegc 
fulman  captain,  was  advanced  to  Boftra*,by 
order  of  Obeidah;  who,  to  avoid  being 
fhamed  by  a  total  inactivity,  had  fent  him 
with  a  detatchment  to  befiege  that  place. 

Sergiabil  thought  at  firft  that  the  town 
would  not  hold  out  long,  on  account  of  a 
ftep  which  had  been  taken  by  the  governor 
the  moment  the  mu  hid  man  troops  fat  down 
before  that  fortrefs  :  he  came  to  the  com¬ 
mander,  and  afked  him  what  was  his  de- 
fign  ;  and  Sergiabil  having  anfwered,  To 
oblige  the  city  to  embrace  Mahometifm,  or 
become  tributaries  :  the  bafe  governor,  who 
was  in  a  condition  of  making  a  good  de¬ 
fence,  fubmitted  to  the  Muflul  man’s  de¬ 
mand,  and  returned  to  the  city  with  a  view 
of  perfuading  the  inhabitants  to  furrender, 

*  Boftra,  heretofore  the  metropolis  of  Arabia,  is  a  city 
of  great  trade,  and  very  ftrong.  It  mull  not  be  confounded 
with  Bafrah,  or  Baflorah,  a  maritime  town  on  the  perfian 
gulph. 
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The  people,  far  from  liftening  to  him, 
refolved  to  defend  themfelves  ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  fallied  out,  and  made  an  offer  of 
battle.  Sergiabil  accepted  it  ;  but  before  he 
fell  on,  he  uttered  this  prayer  to  God  :  £‘  Oh 
God  !  who  hail:  promifed  to  thy  prophet 
Mahomet  the  conqueft  of  this  country  ! 
Moft  great  and  fublime  God  !  affift  us  againft 
thofe  that  rejedt  thy  unity.”  But  this  prayer 
was  not  heard,  for  the  Muffulmen  were 
broke,  and  repulfed  in  great  diforder.  News 
was  immediately  fent  to  the  general,  of  the 
mi  (carriage  of  this  enterprile  ;  but  Obeidah, 
who  had  directed  it,  was  departed,  and 
Khaled  had  taken  the  command  in  his 
Head. 

Khaled  marched  immediately  with  a 
body  of  troops  to  the  afliftance  of  Sergiabil  3 
and  feeing  at  his  arrival  the  fmall  number 
of  forces  that  officer  had  under  his  com¬ 
mand,  he  highly  rebuked  him,  for  daring 
to  attempt  the  liege  of  fuch  a  place,  and 
accepting  a  battle  with  fo  few  troops.  Ser¬ 
giabil  excufed  himfelf,  faying,  he  had  done 
nothing  of  his  own  head,  but  had  only 
obeyed  the  orders  of  Obeidah,  who  was 
his  commanding  officer.  ££  I  have  no  more 
to  fav/’  replied  Khaled  brifklyj  “  Obeidah 
is  a  thorough  honeft  man  3  but,  in  truth, 
he  knows  very  little  of  the  art  of  wrar.” 

It  was  neceffary  then  to  take  frefh  mea- 
fures,  and  to  try  by  what  means  they  fhould 
reduce  a  city,  the  inhabitants  whereof  feem- 
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ed  bent  on  making  an  obftinate  defence.  Abubecre. 
Khaled  afforded  but  one  day’s  reft  to  the  ^eg>'ra  11  - 
troops  he  brought  with  him  :  he  made  ufe 
of  that  time  to  reconnoitre-,  in  perfon,  the 
place  he  defigned  to  attack,  and  iffued  orders 
for  railing  additional  works  to  ftrengthen  his 
camp.  He  propofed  to  have  given  his  troops 
another  day’s  reft,  but  receiving  information 
from  his  ipies,  of  a  motion  which  feemed 
to  be  making  by  the  townfmen,  he  imme^ 
diately  drew  up  his  army  in  order  of  battle, 
and  employed  the  time  he  had  left,  in  mak¬ 
ing  the  purifications  diredted  by  Mahomet  ; 
and  clofed  that  ceremony  by  a  public  prayer, 
which  he  pronounced  at  the  head  of  his 
army. 

The  befieged  foon  fallied  out,  headed  by 
their  governor  in  perfon.  Khaled,  who  was 
prepared  to  give  them  a  good  reception, 
cauled  his  troops  to  move  on,  and  direddy 
gave  the  fignal  for  battle.  But  at  the  time 
that  all  things  feemed  to  prognofticate  a  very 
bloody  addon,  the  governor  lent  one  of  his 
officers  to  Khaled,  to  demand  a  conference. 

Khaled  having  confented  to  it,  the  gene-  Conference 
fais  advanced  to  the  midft  of  the  ground  ^jtA^n  d 
that  lay  between  the  two  armies.  The  go-  the  governor 
vernor  informed  the  muffulman  general,  of  Boftra. 
that  he  was  greatly  inclined  to  embrace  his 
religion  ;  that  he  had  made  feveral  attempts 
to  prevail  on  the  inhabitants  of  Boftra  to  fol¬ 
low  his  example  5  but  that  hitherto  he  had 
failed  therein  :  that  he  hoped  he  iliould  ftilj 

F  4  bring 
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Abubecre.  bring  them  to  comply;  but  that  he  was  de- 
Hegyrau.  frous  previoufly  to  guard  himfelf  againft 
Ch,  æi.632.  events .  wbich  end,  he  defired  they 

would  grant  him  a  fafe  conduit  for  his  life, 
his  effeits,  and  in  general  for  his  whole 
family. 

The  cowardly  governor  was  greatly  amaz¬ 
ed  at  the  anfwer  Khaled  returned  him  : 
<c  You  are  fufpeded  by  your  troops,’’  faid 
he,  <£  as  well  on  account  of  the  propofals 
you  have  made  them,  as  of  the  conference 
you  are  now  holding  with  me.  You  will 
certainly  be  accufed  of  treachery,  and  of 
keeping  up  a  correfpondence  with  the  Faith¬ 
ful  ;  on  which  account  the  inhabitants  will 
decline  liftening  to  you,  and  perchance  may 
evil-intreat  you.  Now  I  fee  but  one  way 
to  re-inftate  you  in  their  good  opinion; 
which  is,  to  make  a  fhew  of  ending  the 
common  quarrel,  between  us  two  ;  there¬ 
fore  you  muft  fight  with  me  forthwith.” 
Feigned  com-  Romanus,  (for  fo  the  governor  was  called) 

^he  ltders'of ftunned  b>’  the  ProPofai>  would  willingly 
the  two  ar-  have  declined  the  combat  ;  but  in  the  rnan- 

m*s-  ner  it  was  propofed  by  Khaled,  he  could 
not  refufe  it.  The  troops  on  both  Tides  were 
equally  amazed,  to  fee  their  generals  begin 
à  Jingle  combat  :  But  as  orders  were  given 
by  each  party  to  prevent  their  troops  from 
ftirring,  they  quietly  waited  for  the  iffue  of 
that  event. 

That  combat,  which  was  to  have  been 
no  more  than  a  jeft,  to  impofe  on  the  inha¬ 
bitants 
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bitants  of  Boftra,  feemed  very  ferious  to  the 
governor  ;  and  he  afked  Khaled,  who  put 
him  hard  to  it,  and  dealt  him  many  found 
blows,  whether  he  meant  to  kill  him. 
Khaled,  who  had  a  fatisfadtion  in  feeing  the 
confufion  of  his  daftardly  antagonift,  an- 
fwered  with  a  fmile,  That  he  had  no  ill 
defign  5  but  that,  as  well  for  the  fake  of 
their  honour,  as  to  take  away  all  caufe  of 
fufpicion,  it  was  neceffary  to  convince  the 
fpedtators,  it  was  not  a  mock  fight. 

The  combat,  therefore,  was  continued 
fome  time  longer,  forely  againft  the  will  of 
the  governor;  who,  finding  himfelf  wounded 
and  bruifed  in  feveral  places,  at  laft  quitted 
the  field  of  battle,  and  joined  his  troops. 
He  marched  back  with  them  into  the  city, 
and  again  attempted  to  perfuade  them  to 
furrender  to  the  Mahometans.  The  inha¬ 
bitants,  more  enraged  than  ever  againft 
their  governor,  highly  reproached  him  for 
his  treacherous  and  cowardly  behaviour  in 
the  fight  with  Khaled,  and  formed  a  refo- 
lution  to  prevent  him  from  difgracing  them 
for  the  future,  either  by  his  conduct  or 
council.  They  confined  him  to  his  own 
houfe,  and  placed  a  ftrong  guard  over  him  ; 
and  this  poft  was  given,  with  their  unani¬ 
mous  confent,  to  the  general  of  the  troops 
which  Heraclius  had  fent  to  their  afliftance  : 
but  they  at  the  fame  time  required  of  him, 
that  he  fhould  fightKhaled  in  Angle  combat. 
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The  general  accepted  the  propofal,  and 
fent  Khaled  a  challenge.  When  the  defiance 
was  brought,  Abdarrahman,  the  fon  of  Abu¬ 
becre,  was  with  the  muflulman  general.. 
That  young  man,  burning  with  a  defire  of 
fignalizing  himfelf,  was  fo  very  importu¬ 
nate  with  Khaled,  that  he  gave  him  leave 
to  fight  in  his  (lead. 

Abdarrahman,  well  mounted  and  armed, 
advanced  towards  the  grecian  general,  who 
met  him  half  way.  The  two  armies 
fronted  each  other  ;  and  in  their  prefence 
the  two  champions  were  going  to  difpute  for 
the  honour  of  vidtory  ;  but  the  advan¬ 
tage  again  fell  to  the  Muflulmen.  The  gre¬ 
cian  general  was  daunted  at  the  bold  coun¬ 
tenance  of  young  Abdarrahman,  and  at  the 
great  readinefs  with  which  he  handled  his 
lance  :  and  fo  great  was  the  impreffion  it 
made  on  him,  that  he  foon  found  he  had 
over-rated  his  courage,  in  complying  with 
the  terms  the  Greeks  had  required  of  him. 

The  general,  however,  ftrove  to  mailer 
his  fears,  and  ventured  to  attack  his  adver- 
fary  3  but  at  the  firft  wound  he  received,  his 
courage  failed  him,  and  he  juft  preferved 
fo  much  prefence  of  mind  as  to  get  out  of 
his  enemy’s  hands.  He  made  a  feint,  and 
dextroully  turning  his  horfe,  fled  full  fpeed 
towards  Boftra. 

Abdarrahman  immediately  purfued  him, 
but  the  Grecian’s  horfe  being  extremely 
fleet,  foon  carried  that  general  out  of  the 

Muflulman ’s 
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Muflulman’s  reach  ;  who,  being  enraged  at  Abubecre. 
fo  mean-fpirited  a  behaviour,  boldly  ad-  ^ 1  * 
vanced  even  to  the  grecian  army,  and  dealt  ’  æ 
wounds  and  death  all  around  him.  Khaled, 
terrified  at  the  danger  Abdarrahman  was 


running  upon,  forthwith  gave  the  lignai,  and 
the  mahometan  army  fell  with  great  fury 
on  the  Greeks,  to  difengage  the  Caliph’s 
ion. 

Thus  the  temerity  of  that  young  captain  TheMuflul- 
brought  on  a  general  action  ;  and  the  Muf-  Vantage™ 
fulmen,  excited  by  the  rifk  he  ran,  fought  over  thole  of 
fo  defperately,  that  the  Grecians  were  broke  Ko^* 
on  all  tides,  and  put  to  a  total  rout.  The 
whole  mahometan  army  rang  with  accla¬ 
mations  of  joy  and  vidtory  3  whilft  the 
Chriftians,  who  had  efcaped  the  fword  of 
the  enemy,  thought  only  of  flying,  in  the 
greateft  diforder,  to  take  fhelter  within  the 
city  3  and  were  happy  that  they  could  fhut 
their  gates  in  time,  to  prevent  their  adver- 
faries  from  following  them  there. 

Such  of  the  Chriftians  as  were  not  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  Tally,  either  on  account  of  their 
condition,  fex,  or  any  other  reafon,  were 
however  fpedtators  of  it  from  the  ramparts, 
and  faw  both  the  battle,  and  the  defeat  of 
their  troops.  The  wretched  inhabitants  filled 
the  air  with  their  groans,  their  outcries,  and 
their  prayers.  They  had  the  misfortune  to 
fee  their  parents,  friends,  and  countrymen, 
either  flaughtered  or  made  captives  :  and, 

after 
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after  fuch  a  defeat,  they  themfelves  had  but 
too  clear  a  profpedt,  that,  without  the  affift- 
ance  of  a  miracle,  they  could  not  efcape 
from  their  enemies;  and  that  their  wives, 
their  children,  and  their  effects,  muft  fall  a 
prey  to  the  conqueror. 

Amidft  the  hurry  and  confufion  of  their 
affairs,  they  were  forced  to  ufe  their  utmoft 
efforts  for  preferving  a  city  fo  important  as 
Boftra  :  and  the  council  could  think  of  no 
better  means,  confidering  the  pofture  of  their 
affairs,  than  to  write  advice  immediately  to 
the  emperor,  of  the  extremity  they  were 
reduced  to  ;  and  intreat  from  him  fpeedy 
affiftance.  Befides  which,  they  gave  orders 
that  ftridt  watch  fhould  be  kept  for  the  fe- 
curity  of  the  place,  and  that  they  fhould 
endeavour,  at  leaf!:,  to  remain  on  the  defen- 
five  till  they  could  hear  from  the  emperor. 

But  whilft  thofe  unhappy  Chriftians  were 
folliciting  for  fuccours,  and  were  driven  to 
defpair  at  the  thoughts  of  their  great  diftance, 
Rornanus,  their  treacherous  governor,  whom 
they  had  depofed,  and  confined  to  his  houfe, 
inwardly  rejoiced  at  the  public  calamity,  and 
was  even  then  plotting  to  compleat  his  black 
defigns. 

The  houfe  of  that  traitor  flood  at  one  of 
the  extremities  of  the  city  ;  infomuch  that 
the  walls  of  Boflra  partly  inclofed  his  gar¬ 
den.  He  employed  his  children  and  fervants 
to  make  a  hole  in  the  wall  big  enough  to  let 
in  a  man  eafily.  At  this  aperture  he  got  out 

long 
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long  before  day,  and  was  going  to  the  ara- Abubecre- 
bian  camp,  when  hew  as  flopped  by  a  maho-  1 K 
metan  officer,  who  came  up  to  him  with  his 
lance  couched. 

It  was  Abdarrahman,  fon  of  the  Caliph, 
who  was  on  guard  that  night.  Romanus, 
who  remembered  him  (having  feen  him  with 
Khaled)  declared  who  he  was,  and  defired 
he  might  be  forthwith  conducted  to  the  ge¬ 
neral,  he  having  an  affair  of  importance  to 
communicate  to  him.  Khaled  could  not 
help  fmiling  when  he  faw  Romanus,  as  the 
idea  of  that  coward's  looks  during  their  late 
combat  came  frefh  into  his  mind,  and  he 
afked  him  with  a  fneer,  how  he  fared. 

To  this  infulting  queflion,  which  muff 
have  made  him  blufh  with  fhame,  Roma¬ 
nus  avoided  making  an  anfwer,  and  being 
eager  to  give  the  finifhing  ftroke  to  his  trea¬ 
chery,  he  told  the  general  the  caufe  of  his 
coming.  He  then  related  to  him  what  ill 
treatment  he  had  met  with  from  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Boftra,  and  the  fchemes  he  had  laid 
for  revenging  himfelf.  £C  Let  me  have  only 
two  hundred  men,”  faid  the  traitor  to  him, 

<c  headed  by  one  of  your  braveft  officers, 
and  I  will  anfwer  for  it,  that  before  day,  you 
fhall  be  mafter  of  the  place.”  He  then  ex¬ 
plained  to  him  in  few  words  the  manner  of 
his  getting  out  of  the  city,  and  made  it  ap¬ 
pear  to  him,  that  the  fame  means  might 
eafily  be  made  ufe  of  to  get  in  foldiers. 

This 
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Abubecrë»  This  fcheme  appearing  praticable  to  the 
Hegy-  ii  •  general,  he  forthwith  called  for  two  hundred 
3~'  choice  men,  and  fent  them  under  Abdarrah- 
man’s  command  to  Boftra.  Roman  us  per¬ 
formed  the  office  of  guide  to  the  detachment, 
and  having  conducted  them  to  the  opening 
he  had  made  in  his  garden  wall,  unperceived 
of  any  perfon,  he  conveyed  the  whole  par¬ 
ty  into  his  houfe,  and  gave  them  grecian 
habits,  that  they  might  fpread  themfelves 
over  the  whole  city,  without  raffing  any 
diftruft  in  the  inhabitants. 

Abdarrahman  divided  his  detachment  into 
equal  moieties,  which  he  again  fubdivided 
into  eight  companies  of  twentyfive  men  each; 
four  of  which  bands  were  appointed  at  the 
fame  time  to  feize  the  four  gates  of  Boftra  ; 
and  the  other  four  fubdivffions  were  to  re¬ 
main  drawn  up  in  the  principal  fquare  ;  and 
from  thence  to  fpread  themfelves  in  different 
parts  of  the  city,  fo  foon  as  the  fignal  ihould 
be  given. 

To  the  misfortune  of  the  Grecians,  thefe 
meafures  fucceeded  but  too  well.  So  foon 
as  the  captain  of  the  band  had  given  the  fig¬ 
nal,  the  troops  in  the  fquare  difperfed  them¬ 
felves  into  all  parts,  crying  out,  <c  Allah-ac- 
bar,”  that  is  to  lay,  “  God  is  very  great.”  At 
which  cry  the  foldiers,  who  were  appointed 
to  feize  the  gates,  difpatched  the  fentinels, 
and  flew  the  guards.  Forthwith  the  gates 
were  thrown  open,  and  the  Mahometans, 
who  impatiently  waited  for  that  moment, 
ruftied  into  the  city,  and  put  to  the  fword 

all 
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all  they  met,  without  diStindlion  of  age  or  Abubecre* 
fex.  The  furious  foldiery,  breathing  flaugh- 
ter  and  defolation,  were  continuing  the  maf-  ’  3 

facre,  when  a  number  of  the  inhabitants, 
coming  fome  out  of  the  churches,  and 
others  out  of  their  houfes,  with  lamentable 
cries,  begged  for  quarter. 

Khaled,  who  happily  for  them,  was  within 
hearing  of  their  cries,  immediately  put  a  Hop 
to  the  daughter.  The  foldiers  readily  obeyed; 
and  as  that  indulgence  of  Khaled  feemed  a  lit¬ 
tle  unfeafonable,  and  efpecially  to  Chriftians; 
that  general,  to  juftify  his  conduct,  alledged 
that  Mahomet  was  wont  to  fay  ;  cc  if  it  hap- 
peneth  that  any  perfon  is  flain  after  having 
called  for  quarter,  I  am  innocent  of  it” 

Khaled’s  orders  were  foon  fpread  over  the 
whole  city,  and  the  mafiacre  ceafed  in  all 
parts. 

Thus  Boftra,  that  rich  and  flourishing  city,  Romanus 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Muflulmen, through  turns  MaIl0~ 
the  bafe  treachery  of  a  wretch  who  foon  for- 
fook  Christianity,  and  openly  profefled  the 
mahometan  religion.  He  afterwards  departed 
from  Boftra, furniShed  with  fuch  fafeguards  as 
Khaled  thought  fit  to  give  him,  and  retired 
to  the  muflulman  territories,  loaded  with  the 
curfes  of  a  people,  whom  hehad  fo  Shamefully 
betrayed. 

Khaled  immediately  Sent  an  account  of  The  Mufful- 
this  fuccefs  to  Abubecre;  and  at  the  fame  meB  PreParc 
time  acquainted  him  with  the  defign  he  had  Damaicul 
formed,  for  marching  without  delay  to  Da¬ 
rn  a  feus. 
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Abubecre.  mafeus,  and  laying  liege  to  that  city.  He 
Hegyran.  alfQ  wrote  to  Gbeidah,  and  ordered  him 
Ch.  ær.  632.  t0  join  him  with  his  troops.  Obei¬ 

dah,  though  deprived  of  his  command,  as 
I  have  already  obferved,  was  not  however 
totally  difearded  3  and  as  they  thought  him 
fitter  for  the  detail  of  an  army,  than  for  a 
command  in  chief,  he  was  placed,  by  way 
of  referve,  upon  the  frontiers,  at  the  head  of 
a  large  detachment,  with  orders  to  hold  him- 
felf  in  readinefs  for  marching  to  fuch  parts 
as  the  neceffities  of  the  ftate  fhould  require. 

On  receipt  of  Khaled’s  letter,  he  began  his 
march  with  his  whole  body  of  troops,  and 
arrived  at  Boftra  ;  and  upon  this  junction, 
Khaled  refolved  on  his  departure.  He  left 
a  ftrong  garrifon  in  the  place,  and  then  fet  out 
for  Damafcus. 

The  grecian  emperor  having  received 
intelligence  of  the  defigns  of  his  enemies, 
came  to  Antioch,  where  he  afiembled  a  body 
of  troops,  that  he  might  fend  them  to  the 
relief  of  Damafcus.  However,  he  appointed 
for  that  purpofe  no  more  than  five  thoufand 
men,  reckoning  that  number  fufficient  to 
defend  a  place  which  was  very  ftrongly  for¬ 
tified,  and  had  a  prodigious  number  of  inha¬ 
bitants  capable  of  bearing  arms. 

A  captain,  named  Caloiis,  having  been 
appointed,  by  the  emperor,  commander  of 

governor  and  J 1  x  r  J  1 
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brought  them  ;  but  in  a  fhort  time  the  pre¬ 
tentions  which  were  formed  by  Caloiis  raifed 
great  heats  and  animoiifies.  The  inftrufiions 
which  the  emperor  delivered  to  that  general* 
for  the  regulation  of  his  condudt  at  Damaf- 
cus,  were  probably  fo  doubtfully  expreifed, 
that  he  might  put  a  more  extenfive  con- 
ftruftion  upon  them  than  they  import¬ 
ed.  He  infilled  on  having  the  foie  com¬ 
mand  in  the  city,  and  even  required  that  the 
governor,  who  had  commanded  till  the  time 
he  arrived,  ffiould  be  forthwith  fent  out  of 
the  town. 

The  men  of  Damafcus  were  much  amaz¬ 
ed  at  fuch  a  demand.  They  loved  their  go¬ 
vernor,  and  looked  upon  him  to  be  a  brave 
officer,  right  worthy  of  the  truft  repofed  in 
him,  and  more  necefiary  than  ever  in  a  place, 
before  which  they  daily  expected  the  enemy 
to  appear. 

The  praifes  which  they  bellowed  on  their 
governor,  only  ferved  to  increafe  the  jealoufy 
of  Caloiis  ;  he  became  differ  in  his  préten¬ 
dons,  and  protefted  he  would  never  give  them 
up.  Then  difcord  arofe  amongft  the  inha¬ 
bitants,  and  each  man  tiding  with  one  of  the 
commanders,  as  intereft  or  inclination  led 
him,  they  feemed  bent  on  running  to  their 
own  ruin  ;  which  fatal  mifunderftanding 
fet  the  chiefs  as  well  as  the  citizens  at 
variance. 

During  the  height  of  thefe  difturbances, 
what  they  had  fo  long  feared,  at  laft  came  to 
pafs.  Khaled,  at  the  head  of  forty  thoufand 
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Abubecre.  men,  came  in  fight  of  the  place.  The  in- 

Hegyra  1 1 .  fojtants  were  then  forced  to  fufpend  their  quar- 
n.  a-y.6 32.  rejs^  orcjer  t0  provide  for  their  defence, 

and  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  advancing  too 
near.  They  therefore  made  a  Tally  with 
feme  detachments,  to  obftrud:  them  in  the 
carrying  on  their  approaches  to  the  city. 

Khaled,  not  thinking  it  proper  to  charge 
thefe  detachments  at  that  time,  only  ordered 
feme  flight  fkirmifhes  to  try  them.  He  gave 
that  commiflion  to  Derar,  an  officer  for 
whom  he  had  an  efteem,  and  ordered 
him  to  take  with  him  a  few  horfe,  and  go 
with  his  ufual  bravery,  and  make  trial  of  the 
temper  of  the  enemy.  Derar  immediately 
departed,  and  gave  fignal  proofs  of  his  valour; 
but  as  there  was  too  wide  a  difproportion  in 
the  numbers,  he  was  repulfed,  and  again 
obliged  to  join  the  main  army.  Abderrah- 
man  was  alfo  defirous  of  braving  the  enemy  : 
he  came  off  with  the  fame  fuccefs  as  Derar, 
and  like  him  was  forced  to  yield  to  fuperior 
numbers,  and  to  retire  ;  but  that  did  not  pre¬ 
vent  either  of  them  from  receiving  the  prai- 
fes  juftly  due  to  their  bravery. 

The  general  was  alfo  defirous  of  attacking 
in  his  turn,  and  as  his  quality  feemed  to  be- 
fpeak  feme  extraordinary  feat  from  him,  he 
advanced  fingly  near  enough  the  enemy  to  be 
heard,  (for  he  refilled  to  be  accompanied) 
and  offered  to  fight  any  of  them,  that  dared 

Q.  T  .to  try  the  event  of  a  fingle  combat. 

Single  combat  r.„y  o 

between  Ca-  1  fie  governor,  whom  Caloiis  would 

îoüs and Kha- have  fupplanted,  artfully  made  ufe  of  this 
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challenge,  telling  his  antagonift,  that  as  he  Abubecre* 
infilled  upon  having  the  foie  directions  of  the  J%Tra  II* 
defence  of  the  city,  fo  he  was  engaged,  in  ‘  ær”  32* 
point  of  honour,  to  be  the  firfl  in  the  accept» 
ing  the  offer  of  the  mahometan  general. 

Caloiis,  would  very  willingly  have  been 
excufed,  but  he  could  not,  for  lliame,  refufe 

i  it  ;  efpecially  as  it  was  the  opinion  of  all  thdfe 
J  who  were  witneffes  to  the  challenge.  Hethere- 
i;  fore  undertook  it  with  the  greateft  repug- 

ii  nance)  and  as  he  had  a  better  ftomach  to  treat 
r  with  the  enemy,  than  to  fight,  he  took  care 
t  to  furnifh  himfelf  with  an  interpreter,  becaufe 
I  he  did  not  underftand  the  arabian  tongue. 

As  he  was  going  to  the  combat,  Caloiis, 

I)  whofe  fears  grew  ftronger,  as  he  drew 
nearer  the  Muffulman,  asked  the  interpreter 
:  to  aflift  him,  in  cafe  the  enemy  Ihould 
:  be  too  hard  for  him.  But  the  interpreter, 

S  who  was  far  from  being  a  pugnacious  man, 
l  defired  Caloiis  would  make  no  dépendance 
t  upon  him  in  that  refpeét  :  he  allured  him,  that 
î  in  all  matters  relating  to  his  profefiion,  he 
would  do  him  all  the  fervice  lay  in  his  power, 
and  would  faithfully  relate  whatfoever  he  bid 
(  him  tell  the  Mahometan  ;  but  as  to  fighting, 

1  he  abfolutely  would  not  do  it,  and  therefore 
he  muff  take  his  meafures  accordingly. 

So  blunt  an  anfwer  was  a  terrible  ftroke  to 
I  the  fearful  Caloiis  ;  however  he  continued 
his  march,  and  came  up  with  Khaled.  And 
the  interpreter  made  him  a  fpeech,  which  he 
began  with  the  following  fable  :  ct  A  certain 
!  man  had  a  flock  of  fheep,  which  he  intruded 
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to  the  keeping  of  a  carelefs  fhepherd,  who 
fuffered  them  to  be  devoured  by  wild  beads.. 
The  mafter,  enraged  at  his  lofs,  turned  away 
the  fhepherd,  and  took  one  more  vigilant  in 
his  dead,  who  killed  the  wolf  when  he  re¬ 
turned  for  his  prey.  This,”  added  the  in¬ 
terpreter,  C£  is  a  true  portraiture  of  your  nation. 
Being  poor,  and  in  want  ofevery  thing  at  home, 
you  have  hitherto  fattened  yourfelves  in  this 
delightful  country;  but  here  is  a  general  of 
courage  and  capacity,  who  hath  numerous 
forces  under  his  command,  and  will  duely 
guard  the  flock,  which  the  emperor  hath 
given  him  in  charge.” 

“That  nation,”  anfwered  Khaled,  ccwhom 
you  fo  infolently  reproach  for  their  poverty, 
came  out  of  their  country,  to  take  from  you 
your  riches,  your  fields,  and  your  cities.  I 
have  fhewn  in  the  neighbouring  provinces, 
how  great  is  the  power  and  valour  of  the 
Arabians,  and  I  will  do  the  fame  in  thefe 
parts.  If  thy  general  is  the  defender  of  the 
grecian  empire,  I  am  the  defender  of  my 
religion  :  therefore  no  more  words,  for  blows 
muft  decide  our  quarrel.” 

Though  Caloiis  did  not  underftand  Kha- 
led’s  diicourfe,  yet  the  tone  of  his  voice,  and 
the  boldnefs  of  his  countenance,  filled  him 
with  terror.  He  bid  the  interpreter  propofe 
to  Khaled  the  deferring  their  combat  till  the 
next  day.  But  the  Muffulman,  who  loved 
fighting  too  well  to  delay  the  pleafure  of  it; 
and  who,  befides,  prognofticated  to  himfelf  a 
fure  victory,  from  the  confufed  and  fearful 

look 
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look  of  his  adverfary,  refufed  to  put  it  off;  Abubecre- 
and  left  his  enemy  fhould  flip  from  him, 
he  ran,  and  placed  himfelf  between  Caloiis 
and  the  grecian  army. 

The  interpreter  now  finding  matters  were 
near  a  crifis,  and  judging  he  could  be  no  lon¬ 
ger  of  any  ufe,  left  the  champions  to  fight  it 

out,  and  rode  off  full  fpeed  toward  sDamafcus. 

.1 


Caloiis  therefore  finding  he  muft  engage,  Caloiis  is  ta¬ 
re  fumed  a  little  courage,  and  fought  at  firft  ken  Pnf°ner* 
with  tolerable  intrepidity  ;  but  not  being  able 
long  to  withftand  fo  powerful  an  enemy  as 
Khaled,  he  foon  began  to  defend  himfelf 
but  faintly.  Khaled,  then  difdaining  to  prefs 
him  any  longer,  made  a  fide-long  motion  to 
clofe  with  Caloiis,  and  dextroufly  drifting 
his  lance  from  his  left  hand  to  his  right, 
he  feized  his  adverfary  round  the  waift,  and 
threw  him  from  his  horfe  to  the  ground. 

In  an  inftant  the  whole  arabian  army  made 
the  loudeft  acclamations  of  joy,  which  caft 
a  great  damp  on  the  chriftian  forces. 

Khaled,  after  his  vidtory,  returned  to  the 
Muffulmen  with  his  prifoner,  and  was  pre¬ 
paring  to  go  back  to  Damafcus,  when  Caloiis 
demanded  a  moment’s  audience  of  him. 

The  general  having  been  pleafed  to  grant  it, 

Romanus,  the  bafe  governor  of  Boftra,  who 
was  then  amongft  the  Mahometans,  ferved 
as  interpreter  between  them. 

Caloiis,  who,  fpight  of  the  grief  and 
firame  he  muft  have  felt,  ftili  kept  up  his 
refentment  againft  the  old  governor  of  Da¬ 
mafcus,  told  Khaled,  they  muft  level  their 
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weapons  at  him  3  and  if  they  could  kill  him* 
or  even  take  him  prifoner,  he  would  foon 
become  mafter  of  the  place. 

Khaled  immediately  fent  a  challenge  to 
the  governor,  who  accepted  it,  and  foon  enter¬ 
ed  the  lifts.  Khaled  having  haftened  up  to 
him,  demanded  his  name  :  he  anfwered,  that 
he  was  called  Ifraïl.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that, 
amongft  the  Arabians,  this  is  the  name 
of  an  angel,  who  takes  care  of  the  fouls  of 
the  departed.  Khaled  could  not  help  laughs 
ingwhen  he  heard  that  name:  £c  Well,”  laid 
he  brifkly,  “  fo  much  the  better  for  thee  $ 
the  angel  Ifraïl,  out  of  refpedt  to  thy  name, 
will  take  care  to  give  thy  foul  a  fpeedy  paf- 
fage  to  hell.”  Ifraïl,  who  did  not  want  cou¬ 
rage,  was  not  in  the  leaft  difconcerted  at 
K  haled ’s  rough  compliment  ;  but,  imagin¬ 
ing  he  hinted  at  the  treatment  he  had  be¬ 
llowed  on  Caloüs,  Ifraïl  alked  what  he 
had  done  with  him.  Khaled  anfwered,  that 
he  had  ordered  him  to  be  loaded  with  irons. 
££  Why,”  replied  the  governor,  “  did  you 
not  caufe  him  to  be  put  to  death  ?”  £<  Be- 
caufef*  replied  Khaled,  C£  it  is  my  intent 
you  fhouid  be  both  beheaded  at  the  fame 
time.”  Their  converfation  was  continued  no 
longer,  for  the  two  champions  attacked  each 
other,  and  gave  proofs  of  great  fkiil  and 
courage  on  both  ftdes.  Khaled,  delighted 
to  meet  with  an  adverfary  worthy  of  him, 
called  up  all  his  bravery  to  his  aid,  in  order 
to  gain  the  advantage,  which  he  attained 
after  a  fhort  combat.  Ifraïl,  finding  that 
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victory  declared  for  Khaled,  faced  about,  Aeubecre. 
and  took  to  flight.  The  Muflfulman  purfued  *  1  * 

him  at  firft  very  briskly  -y  but  the  Grecian, 
who  was  better  mounted,  outflripped  him. 

He  flopped,  however,  at  fome  didance,  and 
finding  that  Khaled’s  horfe  was  greatly  tired, 
he  returned,  in  order  to  attack  the  Muffui- 
man  a-nevv.  Khaled  flraitwavs  alighted,  and 
at  the  moment  Ifraïl  was  furioufly  ru filing  on 
him,  he  dextroufly  ham-ftringed  his  adverfa- 
ry’s  horfe,  and  thereby  made  himfelf  mailer 
of  the  rider.  He  forthwith  feized  him,  and 
delivered  him  over  tp  his  attendants,  ordering 
them  to  put  him  in  chains  with  Calotis. 

In  a  fliort  time  he  went  to  them,  and  Ifraïl  and  Ca- 
toid  them,  they  mufl  either  embrace  the 
mahometan  dodlrine,  or  be  put  to  death  on 
the  fpot.  Thefe  two  captains,  whom  jea- 
loufy,  hatred,  and  the  lull  of  power,  had  fet 
at  the  greatefl  variance,  now  feemed  to  have 
but  one  heart,  one  mind,  and  one  opinion  : 
and,  being  enlightened  by  a  ray  of  the  di¬ 
vine  grace,  which  infpires  men  with  flrength 
and  courage  in  the  time  of  need,  they  made 
a  noble  facrifice  of  both  life  and  fortune  to 
their  redeemer,  and  died  glorious  martyrs  to 
Chriflianity.  Khaled  caufed  them  both  to 
be  beheaded,  and  ordered  their  heads  to  be 
thrown  over  the  walls  of  Damafcus,  that  the 
citizens  might  know  the  fate  of  their  ge¬ 
nerals. 

Thefe  are,  nearly,  the  chief  events  which  Reflections 
fell  out  at  the  fiege  of  Damafcus  ;  at  lead,  uf.°nn^e,araJ 

^  „  «  uia.n  wr leer. 
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Abubecre.  Alvakedi,  an  arabian  hiftorian,  from  whom 

Hegyra  ii.  j  have  extracted  this  account,  doth  not  in- 
’ ær’  32‘  form  us  of  any  more  than  I  have  related. 
But  it  will  doubtlefs  feem  very  aftonifhing, 
that  a  numerous  army  of  Mahometans,  who 
fet  out  with  a  refolution  of  propagating  their 
religion,  or  gaining  tributaries  by  fire  and 
fword,  fhould  lay  fiege  to  a  place,  which 
they  propofed  to  attack  with  the  utmoft  vi¬ 
gour,  and  that  the  whole  fhould  dwindle 
to  a  few  fingle  combats,  which,  ending  in 
the  lofs  of  two  or  three  men,  could  neither 
advance  nor  retard  the  chief  objedt  in  view. 
It  may  therefore  be  prefumed,  that  the  ro¬ 
mantic  tafte,  which  prevails  in  almoft  all 
the  works  of  the  Arabians,  induced  Alva¬ 
kedi  rather  to  dwell  on  the  defcription  of 
duels,  jufts,  and  other  feats  of  arms,  which 
in  his  fentiments  were  marvellous,  than  to 
inform  us,  like  an  hiftorian,  of  fuch  other 
events,  as  muft  neceflarily  have  pafled  on  fo 
important  an  occafion. 

It  fhould  feem,  therefore,  according  to 
Alvakedi,  that  not  a  fingle  tranfadtion  worth 
relating,  paffed  at  the  fiege  of  Damafcus, 
after  the  death  of  Calous  and  Ifraïl.  He 
fays,  indeed,  there  were  feveral  adtions,  in 
all  which  the  Chriftians  were  worfted  3  but 
as  to  particulars,  he  leaves  us  quite  in  the 
dark.  So  that,  having  no  better  guide,  I 
am  enabled  to  give  no  more  than  a  general 
account  of  fuch  matters,  as  deferved  a  full 
and  circumftantial  relation. 
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The  Greeks,  therefore,  having  been  beaten  Abubecre. 
in  feveral  engagements  with  the  Muflulmen,  pheg^radK 
their  forces  were  greatly  diminifhed,  and  ‘ ær’  32 
they  dared  make  no  more  fallies.  They 
kept  within  the  walls  of  their  city,  and  made 
the  belt  preparations  they  could  for  defend¬ 
ing  themfelves,  till  the  emperor  fhould  fend 
them  relief. 

That  prince,  who  faw  of  what  great  im-  Preparation 
portance  it  was  to  fave  fuch  a  city  as  Da-  by  the  e3fpe“ 

i  J  .  ror  to  relieve 

mafcus,  immediately  railed  troops  in  the  Damafcus. 
feveral  provinces  of  his  dominions,  and  had 
at  laft  on  foot  a  body  of  almoft  one  hundred 
thoufand  men.  Unhappily  this  great  mul¬ 
titude  could  be  of  no  ufe  but  for  a  review  ; 
the  foldiers  of  which  it  was  compofed,  had 
neither  feen  fervice,  nor  were  they  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  military  difcipline  :  they  were  levies 
made  in  hafte,  and,  for  the  molt  part,  preffed 
men  ;  the  reft  of  them,  being  terrified  with 
the  ftories  they  had  already  heard  of  the 
Arabians,  marched  with  fear  and  trembling. 

From  fuch  a  militia,  no  great  fuccefs  could 
be  expedted  ;  and,  indeed,  the  emperor’s 
affairs  were  foon  in  a  moft  deplorable  con¬ 
dition. 

Whilft  the  Grecians  were  taking  thefe 
meafures,  the  brave  Khaled  kept  the  city  of 
Damafcus  in  awe.  He  had  made  feveral 
fruitlefs  attempts  to  break  a  lance  with  fome 
of  the  Chriftians,  but  not  a  man  amongft 
them  dared  to  engage  with  him.  TheMuf- 
fulman,  who  was  naturally  warm  and  eager, 

could 
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Abubecre.  could  not  brook  this  kind  of  inactivity.  How- 

Ch27?  "2  ever>  ^orme^  a  rofolution  to  lay  before 
*  ær‘  3  '  the  town,  hoping  thereby  to  reduce  them 
to  the  laft  extremity  ;  and,  having  blocked 
up  the  city  on  all  fides,  he  fixed  his  quarters 
on  the  eaftern  part,  and  Obeidah  took  up  his 
on  the  weft. 

The  arabian  At  the  time  Khaled  was  repining  at  this 
generals  deli-  ^ate  0p  rep-  which  fo  ill-fuited  his  difpofi- 

heratc  wric—  y  x 

ther  they  (hall  tion,  intelligence  was  brought  him  of  the 
raifethefiege.  meafures  which  Heraclius  was  taking,  in 
order  to  relieve  Damafcus  :  In  a  fhort  time 
he  received  a  more  particular  information  as 
to  thofe  meafures,  and  an  account  that  the 
grecian  army  had  begun  their  march.  He 
therefore  forthwith  called  a  council  of  war, 
to  deliberate  what  was  proper  to  be  done. 
He  was  of  opinion  not  to  wait  for  the  arri¬ 
val  of  the  enemy,  but  to  go  out  and  meet 
them,  being  firmly  perfuaded  they  fhould 
certainly  defeat  the  fuccours  :  for  as  that 
great  body  was  neceffarily  divided,  for  the 
convenience  of  marching,  it  would  be  eafy 
to  beat  the  feveral  divifions  fucceffively  ;  and 
by  thofe  feparate  engagements  deftroy  a  nu¬ 
merous  army,  which  might  put  them  to 
difficulties,  if  the  feveral  bodies  were  fuf- 
fered  to  join. 

Obeidah  was  of  a  contrary  opinion.  He 
urged  of  how  great  importance  it  was  not 
to  leave  Damafcus,  which  being  reduced  to 
great  extremity  for  want  of  provifions  and 
ammunition,  muft  inevitably  furrender  in  a 
few  days  ;  whereas,  if  they  determined 

to 
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to  raife  the  liege,  the  inhabitants  would  pro-  Abubecre. 
cure  relief  of  all  kinds  ;  and  fo,  what  had 
already  been  done,  would  become  ufelefs. 

He  agreed,  however,  that  it  would  be 
gaining  a  great  point,  if  they  could  de¬ 
feat  the  troops  which  the  emperor  was 
fending  into  Syria  :  but  he  added,  that 
fuppoling  they  fhould  gain  a  compleat  vic¬ 
tory,  which  was  not  abfolutely  certain,  they 
mult  ftill  return  to  Damafcus  ;  which,  hav¬ 
ing  had  time  to  recruit  their  ftock  of  am¬ 
munition  and  provilions,  would  be  enabled 
to  make  a  long  rdiftance.  He  concluded 
with  obferving,  that  the  fuccour  in  queftion 
being  ftill  at  a  great  diftance,  it  would  be 
much  more  prudent  to  pulh  on  the  liege  ; 
and  when  once  they  were  mafters  of  the 
place,  they  might  ealily  maintain  the  pof- 
fefiion  of  it,  and  even  make  it  ferve  as 
a  rampart  to  the  Muflulmen  againft  the 
Greeks. 

This  opinion  appeared  to  be  very  judi¬ 
cious;  the  council  unanimoully  concurred 
in  it,  and  even  Khaled  himfelf  readily  came 
over  to  Qbeidah’s  fentiments.  The  men  of 
Damafcus  were  greatly  alarmed  to  fee  a  for¬ 
midable  enemy  ftill  before  their  walls.  Be- 
fides,  the  troops  Heraclius  had  fent  to  re¬ 
lieve  them,  marched  very  flowly,  and  it  was 
to  be  feared  their  provilions,  which  were  now 
greatly  diminilhed,  might  be  totally  con- 
fumed  during  that  interval,  and  they  be  re¬ 
duced  to  the  fatal  neceffity  of  perilhing  by 

hunger. 
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Abubecre.  hunger,  or  fubmitting  to  the  yoke  of  the 
Hegyra  i  ï  .  Mahometans. 

j2’  The  idea  of  that  wretched  alternative,  put 
fcene^offer"  them  on  contriving  different  expedients,  to 
terms  which  extricate  themfeives  from  the  unhappy  con- 
are  rejected*  dition  they  were  reduced  to.  Amongft  others, 
they  offered  to  corrupt  Khaled,  to  induce 
him  to  raife  the  frege.  They  privately  fent 
meffengers  to  that  general,  and  offered  him 
considerable  fums  of  money,  with  other  va¬ 
luable  prefents,  if  he  would  confent  to  de¬ 
part  from  before  their  town.  But  Khaled, 
who  fcorned  to  liften  to  fuch  a  propofal, 
Sharply  anfwered,  they  had  only  two  mea- 
fures  to  follow,  which  were,  either  to  em¬ 
brace  Mahometifm,  or  to  become  tributaries  j 
and  if  they  did  not  approve  of  thofe  condi¬ 
tions,  arms  muff  decide  the  quarrel. 

The  inhabitants  of  Damafcus,  greatly  con¬ 
founded  at  Khaled’s  firmnefs  and  refolution, 
refolved  to  be  more  careful  than  ever  in 
guarding  their  city,  and  were  in  daily  ex¬ 
pectation  of  a  reinforcement  which  never 
arrived.  After  fome  weeks,  which  paffed 
in  a  continual  difquietude,  they  were  in¬ 
formed  the  long-look’d-for  fuccour  was  near 
at  hand.  This  news  filled  the  whole  town 
with  joy.  The  acclamations  of  the  citizens 
were  heard  even  in  the  camp  of  the  Ara¬ 
bians,  who  concluded,  that  fomething  ex¬ 
traordinary  muff  have  happened  to  them. 

They  were  not  long  unacquainted  with 
the  caufe  of  it  :  Khaled’s  fcouts  brought  him 
•  .  intelii- 
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intelligence,  that  the  grecian  army  was  on  Abubecre. 
the  march,  and  would  foon  reach  Damafcus.  V’ 
A  new  council  was  therefore  held,  in  which  æ  *  J 
Khaled  returning  to  his  former  opinion,  pro- 
pofed  the  army’s  marching  with  all  fpeed 
to  meet  thofe  troops,  and  endeavour  to 
defeat  them,  before  they  came  in  fight  of 
Damafcus.  Obeidah  alfo  flood  by  the  opi¬ 
nion  he  had  declared  in  the  firft  council,  and 
ftrongly  infifted  on  a  continuation  of  the 
fiege. 

Thefe  different  opinions  having  been 
weighed  by  the  council,  appeared  to  be  equally 
fupported  by  reafon  ;  they  therefore  refolved 
to  follow  them  both.  They  continued  the 
blockade  of  Damafcus  by  a  body  of  troops, 
and  at  the  fame  time  appointed  feme  detach¬ 
ments  of  choice  foldiers,  to  harrafs  the  re¬ 
inforcements  which  were  not  far  off. 

At  the  head  of  thofe  detachments,  Kha-  $omc  Arabl- 

led  placed  Derar,  a  captain  already  fpoken  fenntto°harrafs 
of,  and  diftinguifhed  for  his  bravery  and  the  Greeks, 
intrepidity,  and  who  rather  needed  a  curb 
than  a  fpur.  When  Khaled  fent  him  forth, 
he  recommended  to  him  above  all  things, 
not  to  expofe  himfelf  rafhly  ;  to  make  no 
difficulty  of  complying  with  the  prefent  exi¬ 
gency,  and  to  retreat  to  the  army,  ifitfhould 
be  unadvifable  to  rifque  an  engagement. 

Derar  forthwith  marched  with  his  detach¬ 
ment  to  make  difcoveries,  and,  burning  with 
impatience  to  fignalize  himfelf  againft  the 
Cbriftians,  it  was  not  long  ere  he  came  in 
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fight  of  them.  His  troops  feeming  to  be  a 
little  daunted  at  the  appearance  of  fo  great 
a  multitude,  Derar  encouraged  them  by 
the  great  boldnefs  with  which  he  fpoke 
to  them  of  the  enemy  they  were  about  to 
attack.  He  put  them  in  mind  of  the  many 
victories  the  Muffulmen  had  gained  over 
them,  and  that  almoft  always  with  inferior 
numbers  :  and,  in  fhort,  that  a  handful  of 
brave  men  were  enough  to  defeat  a  nume¬ 
rous  army. 

That  gallant  captain  himfelf  fet  an  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  moft  confummate  bravery,  by  ad- 
vancingboldlytowardstheenemy,  and  endea¬ 
vouring  to  fingle  out  the  grecian  general. 
His  troops  fupportcd  him,  and  the  action  be¬ 
gan.  Derar  having  cut  his  way  even  to  the 
enemies  ftandard,  attacked  the  ftandard-bea- 
rer,  and  killed  that  officer  wTith  his  own 
hand  3  he  forthwith  called  out  to  his  men  to 
feize  the  ftandard,  and  that  he  would  defend 
them  from  the  Chriftians;  and  he  fought  fo 
defperately,  that  he  drove  away  all  fuch 
as  would  have  fallen  on  his  foldiers,  and 
the  ftandard  was  carried  off. 

Whilft  the  grecian  army  and  the  arabian 
detachment  were  thus  engaged,  the  Greeks 
received  a  frefh  reinforcement.  Yerdanus, 
(which  was  the  name  of  the  Grecian  gene¬ 
ral)  had  a  fon,  who  commanded  at  Emeffa, 
a  city  of  Syria,  lying  between  Aleppo  and 
Damafcus,  who  came  to  join  his  father  with 
a  body  of  ten  thoufand  men,  and  arrived 

at 
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at  the  very  time  Derar  was  fighting  fo  fu«  Abueecre. 
rioully.  This  young  gentleman,  ftruck  at  the  ^  1 1  • 

wondrous  bravery  of  the  Muffulman,  to  free 
the  Greeks  from  fo  formidable  an  enemy, 
darted  a  javelin  at  him,  but  without  fuc- 
cefs  5  that  is  to  fay,  inftead  of  killing  him, 
as  he  hoped,  it  only  flightly  wounded  him 
in  the  left  arm.  Derar,  enraged,  inftantly 
turned  about,  and  gave  that  young  officer 
fo  terrible  a  blow  with  his  lance,  that  he  kil¬ 
led  him  on  the  fpot,  and  the  head  of  his 
weapon  ftuck  fail  in  his  chine. 

The  Grecians,  bent  on  revengingthe  death  Deraristake» 
of  that  young  lord,  furrounded  Derar  on  all  Pnfoner* 
fides,  in  order  to  feize  him.  The  Muffulman 
performed  prodigies  of  valour  to  extricate 
himfelf  from  the  danger  ;  but  he  was  at  laft 
borne  down  by  numbers,  and  taken  prifoner. 

The  Arabians,  feeing  their  commander  in 
the  hands  of  the  Chriftians,  made  amazing 
efforts  to  free  him,  but  without  fuccefs.  The 
Chriftians  flood  all  their  attacks  with  the 
greateft  firmnefs,  and  the  Mahometans  be¬ 
gan  to  lofe  their  courage.  Some  amongft 
them  adted  as  if  they  meant  to  retire  from 
the  combat  >  which  being  obferved  by  Rafi- 
ebn-Omeirah,  he  led  them  back  to  the  ene¬ 
my,  bidding  them  remember  the  principles 
of  their  prophet’s  religion.  cc  Do  you 
not  know,”  faid  he,  <c  that  fuch  as  turn  their 
backs  on  the  enemy,  offend  God  and  the 
prophet  ?  that  paradife  is  open  only  to  fuch 
as  fight  on  until  death  or  vidtory  ?  and  af¬ 
ter 
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Abubecre.  ter  all,  what  matters  it  if  Derar  be  killed  or 
Hegyra  1 1 .  taken  prifoner  ?  Let  us  fly  then,  to  revenge 
32’ his  death,  or  fet  him  free.  Follow  me, 
I  will  fhew  you  the  way.”  Rah  immediately 
fell  on  the  Greeks,  and  his  troops  feconded 
him  with  the  greateft  bravery. 

Khaled  arriving  in  the  midft  of  thefe  tran- 
fadtions,  his  prefence  augmented  the  cou¬ 
rage  of  the  Muffulmen.  He  had  received 
intelligence  of  Derar’s  being  taken,  and 
came  with  all  fpeed  to  his  relief.  That  ge^ 
neral  attacked  them  fo  furioufly  that  they 
were  amazed.  Fie  feveral  times  broke  into 
their  fquadrons,  and  particularly  in  thofe  parts 
where  he  faw  the  moft  ftandards  and  colours, 
concluding  he  fhould  find  the  prifoner  there  ; 
but  his  attempts  were  fruitlefs,  Derar  was 
already  at  a  great  diftance. 

Khaled  having  attacked  the  enemy  feveral 
times  without  finding  Derar,  was  at  laft  in«* 
formed  of  his  fate  by  fome  deferters  from 
the  Chriftians,  who  told  him,  the  grecian 
general  had  fent  that  officer,  under  the  guard 
of  one  hundred  horfe,  to  Emeffa,  and  that 
his  defign  was  to  make  a  prefent  of  him  to 
the  emperor  at  the  end  of  the  campaign. 

Khaled,  overjoyed  at  hearing  certain  news 
of  that  prifoner,  inftantly  ordered  Rafi  to 
take  with  him  a  detachment  of  one  hundred 
chofen  horfe,  to  march  forthwith  towards 
Emeffa,  and  to  releafe  Derar  at  all  events. 
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Rafi,  who  was  ready  to  run  all  hazards  Abubecre* 
to  recover  Derar  from  the  nower  of  the  Gre-  5fS7ra  11  * 
cians,  punctually  executed  Khaled  s  or¬ 
ders.  He  departed  with  all  fpeed,  and  cauG 
ing  his  foldiers  to  make  forced  marches, 
he  fhortly  came  up  with  the  detachment 
which  was  conducting  Derar. 

Thofe  troops,  who  did  not  think  of  Rafi  defeats 
meeting  an  enemy  to  fight  with  in  their  the  guard  who 

road,  were  greatly  difconcerted  when  the  im-  ^g^er^ta* 
petuous  Rafi  attacked  them  with  his  whole  Emeffa, 
party.  The  Greeks  made  but  a  flight  re- 
fiftance  ;  the  greateft  number  of  them  fled 
away  precipitately,  and  fuch  as  flood  their 
ground  were  cut  in  peices.  Derar  being 
thus  luckily  re-taken,  immediately  returned* 
to  acquaint  Khaled  with  his  happy  delivery* 

He  came  juft  in  time  to  congratulate  the 
general  on  the  great  advantages  he  had  ob- 
tained  in  the  fliort  interval  which  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  freeing  Derar.  In  that  interim, 

Khaled  had  continually  harafled  the  Gre-* 
cians,  and  had  conducted  himfelf  fo  fkiR 
fully,  as  to  beat  the  divifions  of  the  chriftian 
troops  feverally,  fo  that  their  numerous  army 
was  no  longer  able  to  defend  itfelf  :  and 
even  fuch  of  them  as  had  not  yet  fought, 
and  were  in  a  condition  of  facing  the  enemy, 
were  feized  with  a  pannic  at  the  exagge¬ 
rated  accounts  they  heard  of  the  unbated 
courage  of  the  Muffulmem  They  conclud¬ 
ed,  it  muft  be  owing  to  frefii  troops  that  fu- 
ceeded  each  other,  and  that  poflibly  the 
Vol*  L  H  whole 
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Abubecre.  whole  ftrength  of  the  Mahometans  was  col- 

C\^x^6^2  ^e(^ec^  or<Jer  to  fight  them.  This  fatal 
notion  occafioned  the  utter  defeat  of  the  Gre¬ 
cians.  And  thus,  to  the  dishonour  of  the 
chriftian  name,  a  fuccour  of  one  hundred 
thoufand  men  was  totally  ruined,  by  the  bra¬ 
very  of  an  intrepid  leader  ;  who,  artfully  in- 
fpiring  his  troops  with  enthufiaftic  courage, 
like  his  own,  fcarce  ever  failed  of  fuccefs 
even  in  the  moll  rafli  enterprifes. 

In  order  to  render  the  overthrow  of  fo 
confiderable  an  army  as  compleat  as  poffible, 
Khaled  fent  out  troops  in  purfuit  of  the  fu¬ 
gitives.  The  unhappy  Chriftians,  who  fled 
in  the  greateft  diforder  and  confufion,  were 
then  cruelly  maflacred,  without  being  able, 
or  even  daring  to  defend  themfelves.  The 
conductors  of  the  baggage,  and  thofe  who 
were  entrulled  with  the  treafure,  abandoned, 
all  to  the  conquerors,  and  even  threw  away 
their  arms,  that  they  might  fly  with  greater 
fwiftnefs.  The  Muflulmen,  weary  of  daugh¬ 
ter,  and  greedy  of  plunder,  put  an  end  to 
their  purfuit  of  the  Greeks,  and  began  to 
pillage  :  they  took  on  that  occafion  an  im- 
menfe  booty,  in  money,  arms,  and  horfes, 
and  returned  triumphant  to  the  liege  of  Da- 
mafcus. 

It  is  more  eafy  to  feel,  than  to  defcribethe 
affliction  the  inhabitants  of  Damafcus  were 
under,  when  they  received  the  news  of  fo 
terrible  a  lofs.  But,  amidft  their  great  con¬ 
firmation. 
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fternation,  their  commanders  ufed  their  ut- Abubecre. 
moft  efforts  to  roufe  their  courage  for  the  de-  ^negyra  1 1  * 
fence  of  a  place,  which  had  nothing  to  depend  n‘  ær* 
on,  but  their  own  vigilance  and  a&ivity. 

They  entertained  hopes,  indeed,  that  the  em¬ 
peror  would  fend  them  new  fuccours,  but  in 
the  mean  time  they  were  forced  to  be  perpe- 
tually  on  their  guard,  for  fear  of  a  furprize. 

Heraclius,  equally  moved  at  the  deplorable  The  emperor1 
condition  of  Damafcus,  and  the  defeat  of  thefends  an^w 
troops  he  had  fent  to  their  relief,  made  a  new  th^rabians, 
attempt  to  fave  that  city.  He  diredted  frefh 
troops  to  be  levied,  which,  joined  to  fuch 
of  the  remains  of  the  laft  defeat  as  could  be 
collected,  formed  a  body  of  feventy  thou- 
fand  men,  which  the  emperor  put  under  the 
command  of  Verdanus  his  general,  who  had 
efcaped  to  Ainadin  in  Syria.  He  commanded 
him  to  omit  no  means  for  railing  the  liege,  and 
even  to  give  battle,  if  he  could  not  otherwife 
effedt  it. 

Khaled  having  foon  received  intelligence  of 
thefe  preparations,  thought  it  neceffary  to  take 
more  precaution  than  he  had  formerly  done» 

This  new  fuccour,  indeed,  was  not  fo  conlidera- 
ble  as  the  firft  ;  but  it  might  be  more  formida¬ 
ble,  not  only  on  account  of  the  bravery  of  the 
troops  which  compofed  it,  but  alfo  thro'  the 
skill  and  experience  of  /the  generals,  who, 
reflecting  on  the  errors  which  had  occalioned 
their  late  defeat,  might  take  fuch  prudent 
meafures,  as  to  change  the  face  of  affairs  to 
their  advantage, 
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Abubecre.  Obeidah,  whom  Khaled  confalted  on  that 
Hegyra  u.  occafion,  was  of  the  fame  opinion  with  the 
’  ær'  6>2”  general,  that  it  was  necelfary  to  order  all  the 

aflemble  a l\S  °fficers3  who  were  quartered  at  large  in 

their  forces,  different  countries,  to  march  without  delay, 
with  thefeveral  bodies  under  their  command, 
and  to  join  the  main  army. 

In  confequence  of  this  refolution,  Khaled 
wrote  a  circular  letter,  which  was  expreffed 
in  the  following  terms:  fC  Your  brethren,  the 
MuiTulmen,  are  in  manifeft  danger  of  being 
attacked  by  a  new  army  of  Grecians.  Haften 
therefore  to  their  afiiftance,  and  do  not  fail 
being  at  Ainadin  with  your  troops,  where  you 
will  find  us.” 

Couriers  were  thereupon  inflantly  difpatch- 
ed,  who,  with  the  utmofl  expedition,  carried 
orders  to  the  generals  who  remained  in  the  fe- 
veral  countries  of  the  arabian  dominions. 
The  chief  of  them  were  Yezid,  Sergiabil, 
Mead,  Noman,  and  Amru.  The  firft  com¬ 
manded  in  the  territory  of  Balna,  on  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  Syria;  Sergiabil,  in  Paleftine;  Mead, 
in  the  country  of  Harran  ;  Noman,  at  Tad- 
mor,  or  Palmyra  ;  and  Amru,  in  Irak. 
Thefe  orders  were  no  fooner  received,  than 
each  of  thofe  generals  made  preparations  to 
march  for  the  defence  of  the  common  caufe. 
The  Arabians  Khaled,  on  his  part,  having  made  the  necef- 

ofDamafcu^  ^iry  difpofitions  for  decamping,  the  mufful- 
man  army  at  la  ft  railed  the  fiege  of  Damas¬ 
cus,  and  marched  in  quell  of  the  Grecians. 

The 
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The  railing  of  the  fiege  filled  the  inhabi-  Abueecr£» 
tants  of  Damafcus  with  joy  ;  their  courage,  1 1  • 

which  had  been  funk  by  fo  many  lofles,  feemed  Ær* 
thereby  newly  roufed  up,  and  they  were  even 
defirous  of  giving  a  proof  of  it,  by  purfuing 
the  Mahometans.  This  bold  defign  followed 
from  the  remonftrances  of  two  brothers,  who 
had  gained  a  great  character  amongft  the  Gre¬ 
cians  for  bravery  and  fkill  in  the  art  of  war. 

So  foon  as  they  faw  the  Arabians  in  motion  to 
begin  their  march,  they  offered  that  they 
would  themfelves  undertake  to  harrafs  the 
enemy,  and  required  to  be  furnifhed  with  fix 
thoufand  horfe,  and  ten  thoufand  foot.  Thefe 
being  granted  them,  Paul  (which  was  the 
name  of  the  eldeft)  put  hitnfelf  at  the  head  of 
the  cavalry;  and  the  youngeft,  called  Peter, 
took  the  command  of  the  infantry. 

So  foon  as  they  faw  the  enemy  in  full  The  Dama- 
march,  they  fallied  out  of  the  town,  and  ^enes  Pm'lus 
fell  with  great  fury  on  the  rear-guard  of  the 
mahometan  army,  in  which  were  placed 
all  their  baggage,  their  riches,  their  wives, 
and  even  their  children.  Khaled  was  at  firft 
defirous  that  Obeidah  would  lead  the  van 
of  the  army,  that  himfelf  might  take  the 
charge  of  that  part  of  it  which  contained 
things  fo  dear  to  them  all;  but  Obeidah  hav¬ 
ing  reprefented  to  him,  that  it  was  more  be¬ 
coming  for  the  general  to  continue  at  the 
head  of  his  troops,  and  that  it  would  be  a 
pleafure  to  him  to  command  the  rear-guard, 

Khaled  was  unwilling  to  difoblige  him. 
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Bat  that  general  dearly  repented  it.  Paul, 
at  the  head  of  his  cavalry,  furioufly  attacked 
Obeidah,  and  put  him  hard  to  it;  whilft 
Peter,  with  his  infantry,  fell  on  the  baggage, 
and  carried  off  the  women,  the  children,  the 
treafure,  and  all  the  booty  the  Arabians  had 
taken  from  the  Greeks. 

Peter,  finding  himfelf  mailer  of  fuch  im~ 
menfe  riches,  began  to  think  of  fecuring 
them  ;  he  provided  himfelf  a  ftrong  efcort, 
with  which  he  took  the  road  to  Damafcus, 
there  to  lay  up  his  booty  ;  and  left  his  brother 
and  the  reft  of  the  troops  fighting  with  the 
Muffulmen.  Paul,  with  unbated  ardour, 
performed  prodigies  of  valour,  and  at  laft 
totally  defeated  the  mahometan  rear-guard* 
Being  fatisfied  with  the  advantage  he  had 
gained,  he  retreated  in  good  order,  and  went 
to  join  his  brother. 

Khaled  was  not  informed  of  this  misfor¬ 
tune,  till  it  was  too  late  to  apply  a  remedy. 
He  was  vexed  with  himfelf  for  his  compliance 
with  Qheidah’s  requeft  ;  but  he  foon  took  his 
refolution,  and,  tho’  he  was  of  a  very  paffionate 
temper,  he  only  faid,  <£  God’s  will  be  done  ;  I 
would  have  taken  the  conduct  of  the  rear¬ 
guard;  Obeidah  would  not  have  it  fo,  and 
now  you  fee  the  event.” 

However,  that  the  Chriftians  might  not  go 
away  with  the  glory  of  having  beaten  the 
Muftblmen,  Khaled  forthwith  fent  out  feve- 
nd  detachments,  whom  he  ordered  to  ufe 

their 
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their  utmoft  efforts  to  come  up  with  the  ene-  Abubecre. 
my  before  they  could  reach  Damafcus.  Kais-  ^}e§)Ja  )  1  ‘ 
ebn-Qbeirah,  Abdarrahman,  Derar,  andfome 
other  chofen  officers,  were  appointed  to  com¬ 
mand  the  detachments  ;  and  Khaled  himfelf 
foon  afterwards  began  his  march  with  a  large 
body  of  the  army. 

Derar  was  particularly  concerned  to  come 
up  fpeedily  with  the  Chriftians.  His  filler 
was  amongft  the  prifoners  they  had  taken, 
and  it  was  of  great  confequence  to  him  not 
to  leave  her  long  in  their  poffeffion.  He 
therefore  was  one  of  the  fir  ft  that  came  upon 
them,  and  attacked  the  body  under  Paul  in 
their  retreat.  The  Muffulman  fought  fo  f Li¬ 
no  uil  y ,  that  he  foon  routed  all  fuch  as  were 
about  the  chriftian  general,  whom  he  alfo 
attacked,  and  was  about  to  pierce  him  with 
his  lance,  when  Paul  cried  out:  t£  Hold, 
hold;  in  fparing  me,  you  fave  the  lives  of  your 
wives  and  children,  whom  we  are  conducing 
to  Damafcus/' 

At  thefe  words,  Derar  with-held  his 
hand,  that  he  might  not  give  the  Chriftians 
caufe  to  make  reprifal son  the  prifoners  they  had 
in  their  cuftody.  He  left  that  general  under  the 
guard  of  fome  foldiers,  and  haftened  to  releafe 
his  lifter  and  the  other  prifoners. 

All  this  diligence  of  the  Muffulmen  would 
have  proved  ineffectual,  if  Peter,  in  making 
his  retreat,  had  been  guided  by  the  fame  pru¬ 
dence  as  induced  him  to  retire.  The  combat 
which  had  been  maintained  by  his  brother, 
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afforded  him  full  time  to  have  reached  Da- 
mafcus,  but  a  fatal  curiofity  moved  him  to 
halt  at  iome  diftance  from  that  city,  on  a  very 
fpot. 

*ue  the'  troops  were  exceffively  fatigued, 
and  flood  in  great  need  of  reft  and  refrefh- 
ment;  but  inftead  of  tarrying  no  longer  than 
was  neceffary  to  give  them  a  little  breath,  he 
flopped,  and  even  pitched  his  camp  there, 
Whilft  they  were  eredting  the  tents,  he 
thought,  fit  to  beftow  his  time  in  examining 
the  particulars  of  the  great  booty  he  had  ta¬ 
ken  from  the  Arabians:  but  his  real  view 
was  to  fatisfy  his  curiofity  in  refpedl  to  the 
women  he  had  taken  prifoners.  The  greateft 
part  of  them  had  been  fo  highly  commended 
for  their  beauty,  that  he  could  not  think  of 
going  to  Da  mafcus  till  he  had  feafted  his  eyes 
with  a  fight  of  them. 

But  he  paid  very  dear  for  this  unhappy  cu¬ 
riofity,  which  was  not  only  ill-timed,  but  un-, 
feemly  in  a  chriftian  general,  who  was  fighting 
in  defence  of  his  faith.  Amongft  thefe  women 
there  was  one  of  admirably  beauty,  whom  the 
general  fell  violently  in  love  with  ;  and  to  fo 
high  a  pitch  did  his  paftion  rife,  that  he  declared 
he  would  refign  his  title  to  all  the  reft  of  the 

C_r- 

booty,  for  the  poffeilion  of  that  woman,  whom 
he  fliould  look  on  to  be  a  fufficient  fhare. 
The  reft  of  the  women  fell  to  the  lot  of  the 
other  officers,  who  at  the  fame  time  divided 
the  remainder  of  the  booty  amongft  them. 


The 


the  ARABIANS, 


Î05 


The  booty  having  been  thus  ordered,  the  Abubecre. 
general  and  the  other  officers  retired  to  their  Hegyra.  1 1. 
tents,  to  take  a  little  refreffiment.  And  all  ’~r*  >2‘ 
this  paffed  with  as  much  fecurity,  as  if  they 
had  nothing  to  fear  from  their  enemy,  who, 
however,  was  not  very  far  off. 

In  the  mean  time  the  prifoners,  who 
were  all  placed  in  one  tent,  difcourfed  on 
the  extraordinary  allotment  which  had  been 
juft  made  of  them  in  their  own  prefence. 

One  of  the  chief  women,  named  Caulah, 
addreffed  her  fellow-prifoners  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  terms  :  “  Did  you  not  obferve  the  info- 
lence  of  the  conquerors,  who  came  and  ex¬ 
amined  us,  like  a  prey  that  cannot  efcape 
out  of  their  hands  ?  What  think  you  of  the 
wretched  fate  we  are  threatened  with  ?  Shall 
we  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  given  up  to  thefe 
infidels,  to  fatiate  their  lufts  ?  Ah  !  why  {hall 
we  not  rather  chufe  to  die,  than  become 
the  Haves  of  thefe  idolaters  ?  If  you  will  fol¬ 
low  my  example,  I  am  confident  we  (hall 
be  able  to  get  out  of  their  hands  ;  or,  at 
leaft,  {hall  finifh  our  days  by  a  glorious 
death.” 

<c  The  patience  with  which  we  have  hi¬ 
therto  feemed  to  bear  our  misfortunes,”  an- 
fwered  one  of  the  prifoners,  named  Offeirah, 

££  is  the  pure  e fifed:  of  neceffity,  and  not 
the  confequence  of  a  want  of  courage  :  but 
alas  !  what  can  we  do  ?  we  are  quite  de- 
fencelefs,  and  have  no  hopes  of  getting  arms 
into  our  poffeffion.” 
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“  How  !”  replied  the  bold  Caulah  brifkly, 
ce  what  prevents  us  from  feizing  the  pickets 
of  the  tents,  and  making  ufe  of  them  to 
repel  thefe  infidels  ?  Come  on,  let  us  forth¬ 
with  take  up  the  only  weapons  we  can  now 
procure  :  let  us  ftand  clofe  to  each  other, 
and  difpofe  ourfelves  into  a  circle,  that  we 
may  make  head  on  all  fides.  Perhaps  hea¬ 
ven  will  afiift  us  to  beat  our  enemies  ;  but 
if  our  prayers  are  not  heard,  we  iliall,  how¬ 
ever,  die  honourably.” 

This  couragious  refolution  did  not  flow 
from  an  impotent  rage.  Thofe  women  had, 
for  the  moft  part,  truly  military  inclinations  3 
and  efpecially  fuch  of  them  as  were  of  the 
tribe  of  Himiar,  or  the  Homerites.  They 
were  early  trained  to  manage  the  fteed,  and 
to  handle  the  bow,  the  lance,  and  the  ja¬ 
velin.  In  their  fury,  they  were  fcarce  lefs 
formidable  than  the  mort  veteran  foldiers  3  fo 
that  it  is  no  great  wonder  to  find  them  form 
fo  defperate  a  refolution,  in  fo  critical  a 
juncture. 

The  prifoners  unanimoufiycame  intoCau- 
îah’s  defign  3  they  inftantly  tore  up  the  pic¬ 
kets  of  the  tents,  and  made  ready  to  repel 
all  fuch  as  fhould  dare  to  attack  them. 

A  grecian  foldier  was  the  firft  that  felt 
their  fury.  Not  imagining  thofe  women 
could  ferioufly  think  of  defending  them- 
felves,  and  efpecially  with  fuch  weapons, 
he  jeered  them  for  their  military  appearance  3 
but,  to  his  misfortune,  having  approached 

too 
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too  near  them,  Caulah  gave  him  a  violent 
blow  with  her  picket,  and  beat  out  his 
brains. 

Some  comrades  of  the  unfortunate  foldier, 
in  order  to  revenge  his  death,  fell  on  the  wo¬ 
men  fword  in  hand  ;  when  thofe  couragious 
Amazons  defended  themfeives  with  furpriz- 
ing  valour  :  they  broke  the  foldiers  fwords, 
and  knocked  feveral  of  them  on  the  head 
upon  the  fpot. 

Thenoife  occafioned  by  this  tumult,  drew 
Peter  and  the  other  officers  out  of  their 
tents  ;  who,  not  knowing  the  caufe  of  it, 
inftantly  mounted  on  horfeback.  They  were 
greatly  amazed  to  find  all  the  arabian  wo¬ 
men  drawn  up  in  a  body,  and  threatening 
to  deftroy  all  fuch  as  ihould  come  near 
them.  Peter,  in  vain,  ftrove  to  pacify  them, 
by  applying  in  particular  to  Caulah,  and  per- 
fuading  her  to  give  over  fo  ftrange  a  defign  ; 
but  that  woman  treated  him  with  the  utmoft 
contempt,  and  even  threatened  to  kill  him, 
If  he  dared  to  advance. 

Though  the  general  was  a  little  difcon- 
certed  at  this  condudt  of  the  mufililman  wo¬ 
men,  yet  he  thought  he  fhould  eafily  get 
the  better  of  them,  by  caufing  a  party  of 
horfe  to  furroimd  them.  He  therefore  or¬ 
dered  fome  cavalry  to  advance,  and  feign  an 
attack,  with  a  view  to  intimidate  them  ; 
but  the  firft  that  advanced  became  vidtims 
to  their  fury  ;  they  violently  fmote  the  horfes 
on  their  fore  legs  ;  and  the  greateft  part  of 
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them  either  falling,  or  rearing  an  end,  threw 
their  riders,  who  perifhed  by  the  hands  of 
thefe  heroines. 

Peter,  finding  that  thefe  female  warriors 
made  fo  obftinate  a  defence,  in  a  tranfport 
of  paffion  ordered  his  men  to  difmount,  and 
attack  them  fword  in  hand.  He  fet  the  ex¬ 
ample  himfelf,  alighted  from  his  horfe,  and 
advanced,  in  order  to  give  the  firft  blow  ;  but 
they  flood  the  attack  with  the  bravery  of 
the  moft  intrepid  foldiers.  The  Greeks, 
afhamed  of  meeting  with  a  repulfe,  return¬ 
ed  to  the  charge,  and  would  doubtlefs  have 
cut  the  whole  gallant  band  into  pieces,  when 
all  at  once  a  great  noife  was  heard  in  the 
camp.  Peter  having  put  an  end  to  the 
combat,  that  he  might  learn  the  caufe  of 
it,  they  faw  a  great  cloud  of,  duff  arife  at  a 
diftance,  which  was  occafioned  by  a  body 
of  horfe,  whom  they  heard  coming  towards 
them  full  gallop.  This  was  a  large  detach¬ 
ment  of  Arabians,  who  had  made  a  forced 
march,  in  hopes  of  retaking  the  prifoners 
and  booty  :  upon  this,  Peter  and  his  foldiers 
immediately  remounted. 

The  hidden  arrival  of  the  MufTulmen 
fpread  terror  amongft  the  Greeks  ;  and, 
though  the  general  wras  very  brave,  he  could 
not  help  being  greatly  alarmed  at  this  un¬ 
lucky  accident  :  but  his  concern  was  in¬ 
creased,  when  he  found  the  mahometan 
troops  were  headed  by  the  invincible  Kha- 
!ed,  accompanied  by  Derar,  Caulah’s  bro- 
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ther.  Fie  found  the  party  was  like  to  be  A  bub  ec  re. 
very  unequal  ;  however,  he  endeavoured  to  6  *2 
extricate  himfelf  from  fo  dangerous  a  fit u a-  *  J 
tion,  by  appearing  generous.  Fie  fpoke  to 
Caulah,  and  told  her,  Hie  was  at  liberty. 

Fie  was  in  hones  therebv  to  make  a  merit 

L 

with  her,  and  to  engage  her  to  intercede  for 
him  with  the  arahian  generals  5  but  it  was 
now  too  late  ;  and  that  haughty  dame  made 
him  no  other  return,  but  by  loading  him 
with  fcornful  contumelious  language. 

Derar  foon  came  up,  together  with  Kha- Peter,  the  ge* 
led.  The  grecian  general  ftrove  to  put  the  j^al> 15 
belt  countenance  he  could  on  the  matter  > 

:  and  accofting  Derar  with  an  air  of  uncon- 
j  cern,  told  him,  he  prefumed  he  fhould  af- 
j  ford  him  great  fatisfadlion,  by  reftoring  to 
him  his  lifter.  The  Muffulman,  calling  a 
:  fcornful  look  on  the  Grecian,  thanked  him, 
and  faid,  {C  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  fo  va¬ 
luable  a  prefent  3  but  I  am  very  forry  I  have 
only  the  point  of  my  lance  wherewith  to 
fhew  my  gratitude.” 

When  Caulah  heard  her  brother  make 
ufe  of  fuch  language,  fhe  was  willing  to 
anticipate  him,  and  to  have  her  fhare  in  the 
revenge.  She  therefore  ftruck  Peter's  horfe 
:  fo  violently  over  the  legs,  that  ihe  brought 
him  down.  Derar  forthwith  transfixed  him 
;  with  his  lance,  and,  demounting,  cut  off 
his  head. 

This  deed  was  as  it  were  a  lignai  for  theTke  Greeks 
:  maffacre  of  the  Greeks.  The  Arabians  fell  ^dmaira’ 
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Abubecre.  on  them,  and  made  a  mod:  terrible  daughter 
Hegyra  n.  0f  aq  fuch  as  were  not  very  expeditious  in 
Ch.  ær.  6 s-,  taking  to  flight.  The  Muflixlmen  having 
thus  releafed  their  couragious  women,  and 
retaken  all  the  baggage,  and  other  effects 
they  had  loft  when  their  rear-guard  was  de¬ 
feated,  marched  away  with  all  expedition  to 
re-join  Obeidah.  That  officer  had  indeed 
very  ftrongly  fortified  the  camp  to  which  he 
had  retired  on  his  being  routed  3  but  it  was 
ftill  to  be  feared  that  Verdanus,  who  was  at 
the  head  of  a  new  army  fent  by  the  empe¬ 
ror  to  the  afiiftance  of  his  fubje&s,  might 
attempt  to  force  the  camp  during  the  ab- 
fence  of  Khaled,  and  the  other  general  offi¬ 
cers  that  accompanied  him. 

Verdanus  But,  luckily  for  the  Arabians,  Verdanus 
-üfcs  “ °Pr  did  not  think  of  undertaking  the  leaft  enter- 
attSdng  die  prize.  He  had  ported  himfelf  at  a  little 
Arabians.  diftance  from  the  Muflixlmen,  and  was  giv¬ 
ing  fome  reft  to  the  fuccours  he  had  re¬ 
ceived.  The  defeat  of  the  firft  army,  in¬ 
duced  him  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  he 
thought  would  fecure  the  prefent  troops 
from  the  fame  misfortune  ;  and  he  declined 
marching  up  to  the  enemy,  till  his  men 
had  quite  recovered  their  fatigue.  Though 
he  would  not  thus  have  miffed  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  attacking  the  Arabians,  had  he 
been  careful  to  provide  himfelf  of  good 
fpies,  and  to  have  gained  intelligence  of  the 
enemy’s  motions,  as  nothing  was  more  eafy 
than  to  have  deftroyed  the  mahometan 

army. 
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army,  whilft  fo  large  a  detachment  from  itABUBECRE- 
was  marched  away  for  the  recovery  of  the^&yra  "• 
booty  and  prifoners  :  but  it  feems  as  if  the  *  ær° 
Chriftians  were  ftrongly  with-held  by  an  in- 
vifible  hand,  in  every  juncture  which  might 
have  turned  out  to  their  advantage. 

Khaled  therefore  heard  with  great  joy  at 
his  arrival,  that  not  a  ftep  had  been  taken 
in  his  abfence  ;  and  it  did  not  even  appear 
that  the  Chriftians  were  difpofed  to  go  upon 
aflion.  The  Muffulman  general  took  ad¬ 
vantage  of  that  interval  to  give  his  troops 
fome  refpite.  The  whole  arabian  camp  was 
then  filled  with  joy.  Thofe  who  had  ac¬ 
companied  Khaled  and  Derar  in  purfuit  of 
the  Chriftians,  related  to  their  comrades  the 
wondrous  exploits  of  Caulah  and  her  com¬ 
panions,  who  had  fo  bravely  defended 
themfelves.  The  fame  of  thofe  heroines  was 
fpread  through  the  whole  army  ;  the  officers 
and  foidiers,  delighted  with  adlions  fo  glo¬ 
rious  and  amazing,  found  themfelves  in- 
fpired  with  frefli  courage  ;  and  earneftly  in- 
treated  that  they,  in  their  turn,  might  be 
furnifhed  with  a  fpeedy  opportunity  of  lig¬ 
nai  izin  g  themfelves  againft  the  Chriftians. 

Paul,  that  gallant  grecian  officer,  who  Paul  refufes 

had  been  taken  prifoner,  after  having  given  M^ometiCm 
proofs  of  the  moft  heroic  bravery  at  the  and  is  be¬ 
rime  the  arabian  rear-guard  was  defeated,  headed- 
was  foon  informed  of  the  enemy’s  fuccefs, 
and  his  brother’s  unhappy  fate.  Khaled  him- 
felf  acquainted  him  with  the  melancholy 

news. 
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news.  He  caufed  Paul  to  be  brought 
before  him,  and  told  him,  he  muff  that 
moment  embrace  the  muffulman  dodtrine, 
or  elfe  they  would  deal  with  him  as  they 
had  dealt  with  his  brother. 

Paul,  fhocked  at  this  alternative,  afked 
Khaled  what  treatment  his  brother  had  met 
with.  iC  He  is  dead,”  replied  the  general, 
££  and  here  is  his  head  and  at  the  fame 
time  they  produced  to  the  unhappy  Greek 
the  head  of  his  brother.  Derar  had  brought 
it  himfelf  on  the  point  of  his  lance,  and 
came  to  the  camp  with  that  bloody  proof  of 
his  vidtory. 

At  the  appearance  of  fuch  an  objedt,  Paul 
was  feized  with  the  moll  lively  affliction  ; 
he  could  not  help  fhedding  tears  for  the  lofs 
of  a  brother  whom  he  had  always  tenderly 
loved  :  but  foon  refuming  his  courage,  he 
boldly  anfwered,  that  he  would  neither  be¬ 
come  a  Muffulman,  nor  furvive  his  brother. 
The  order  was  immediately  given,  and  his 
head  was  cut  off. 

All  thefe  things  paffed,  as  it  were,  in  fight 
of  a  fuccour  of  feventy  thoufand  men,  which 
Verdanus  feemed  bent  to  render  ufelefs,  by 
the  very  precautions  he  took  to  employ 
them  to  advantage.  But  this  was  not  the 
only  misfortune  he  brought  on  the  Greeks 
by  his  ill-timed  flownefs.  The  reinforce¬ 
ments  which  Khaled  had  fent  for  from  all 
parts, had  time  to  join  him  >  and  that  augmen¬ 
tation  of  forces  enabled  the  Muffulmen  to 
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fcàrry  all  their  projeds  again  ft  the  Chriftians  Abubecre« 
into  execution.  And,  what  is  moft  amazing,  1  ’ 

the  feveral  corps,  though  they  came  from  dif-  A 
ferent  countries,  for  the  moft  part  very  diftant 
from  each  other,  arrived  at  Ainadin  exadtly 
the  fame  day.  The  Arabians  dignified  that 
event  with  the  appellation  of  a  miracle  ;  and 
the  idea  they  then  entertained,  that  heaven 
fo  manifeftly  interpofed  in  their  favour,  con¬ 
tributed  to  increafe  their  courage  as  well  as 
their  enthufiafm. 

Khaled,  willing  to  take  advantage  of  the&egyra  iz; 
ardour  of  his  troops,  in  order  to  hazard  a Ch*  ær* 
battle  with  the  Chriftians,  commanded  that 
the  Grecian  army  fhould  be  previoufly  recon- 
noitered.  The  brave  Derar,  fo  famous  for  his 
gallant  atchievements,  defired  to  be  intrufted 
with  that  commiffion.  Khaled  confented  ; 
but  charged  him  only  to  obferve  the  enemy, 
and  not  to  expofe  himfelf  by  any  means. 

Derar  immediately  departed,  and  rode  feve-  Extraomi- 
ral  times  round  their  camp,  in  order  to  gain  nar^  brareT 
certain  intelligence  of  the  difpofition  of  the°  vI"le 
chriftian  army.  Verdanus  having  efpied  De¬ 
rar,  fent  out  thirty  horfe,  with  orders  to  feize 
and  bring  him  to  the  general.  Derar  faw 
them  coming,  and  feigned  a  flight,  fuppoflng 
they  would  certainly  purfuehini;  and  the 
grecian  horfemen  following  him  clofe,  Derar, 
who  feemed  flying  full  of  fpeed,  all  at  once 
faced  about  widi  his  lance  couched,  and  kil¬ 
led  the  foidier  who  was  neareft  him.  This 
firft  blow  was  followed  by  another  equally 
VoLi  I.  I  fuccefsfuL 
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Abubecre.  fuccefsful  :  in  fhort,  he  fought  fo  defperately 
Kegyra  12.  jn  the  midft  of  the  party  who  ftrove  to  fur- 
Ch.  æi.633.  roun(|  him,  that  he  killed  or  difmounted 
feventeen  of  them  ;  and  the  refid  ue  were  fo 
daunted  at  the  amazing  refinance  he  made, 
that  they  dared  not  to  approach  fo  terrible  an 
enemy.  Derar,  finding  himfelf  quite  ex¬ 
il  au  fled  with  fatigue,  made  a  prudent  retreat, 
and  rejoined  Khaled. 

Reflection  I  mu  ft  confefs  it  is  fcarce  credible  that  a 
upon  that  fin  g  le  man,  how  brave  foever  one  may  fup- 
id^'  pole  him  to  be,  could  make  head  againft  thirty 

horfemen,  kill  feventeen  of  them,  andatlaftget 
off  without  receiving  a  fingle  wound  in  fo  ex¬ 
traordinary  a  combat.  A  fadt  of  this  fort,  as 
well  as  fome  others  I  have  already  related, 
would  much  better  fuit  a  romance  than  hif- 
tory.  But  fuch  is  the  manner  of  the  arabian 
writers  ;  they  give  a  loofe  to  the  warmth  of 
their  imaginations;  and,  as  they  are  naturally 
rather  poets  than  hiitorians,  they  on  all  occa- 
iions  deal  largely  in  the  marvelous,  which 
feems  much  more  to  their  tafte,  than  that 
plainnefs  and  fimplicity  which  truth  requires. 
The  fadt  I  have  juft  now  related,  is  taken 
from  Alvakedi,  one  of  the  moft  famous  his¬ 
torians  amongft  the  Arabians.  I  would  wil¬ 
lingly  have  fuppreffed  it,  as  I  have  feveral  of 
the  like  nature  ;  however,  I  thought  it  right 
not  to  omit  them  all,  that  the  reader  may 
know  what  was  the  charadter  of  the  his¬ 
torian. 
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But  however  that  was,  Derar  returning,  Abubecre. 
gave  Khaled  an  account  of  the  difcoveries  he  ^syra  ] ' 2* 

I  made,  as  to  the  numbers,  pofture,  and  ap- 
:  pearanceof  the  enemy;  and  allured  him,  that 
j  every  thing  feemed  to  promife  a  certain  vie- 
!  tory  to  the  Muffulmen. 

In  confequence  of  this  intelligence,  Kha-  The  Arabian 
I  led  refolved  to  attack  the  enemy  without  de-  ^v^1]1îian 

j  armies  pre- 

i  lay.  He  formed  his  army  in  battalia,  and  pare  for 
appointed  the  feveral  general  officers  their battle* 
ports.  Méad  and  Noman  were  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  right  wing;  he  gave  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  left  to  Saëd  and  Sergiabil  ;  and 
he  intruded  to  Yezid  the  guard  of  the  bag- 
i  gage,  women,  and  children. 

That  general  alfo  employed  thofe  brave 
;)|  heroines,  who  had  fo  fienalized  themfelves  in 
I  fighting  againft  the  Greeks  when  they  were 
j  taken  prifoners.  Khaled  formed  them  into 
a;  two  battalions,  the  command  of  which  he 
i  gave  to  Caulah  and  Offeirah. 


Khaled  then  went  thro’  all  the  ranks  to  ani¬ 
mate  the  foldiers,  and  to  bid  them  exert  their 
utmoft  courage  in  an  affair  that  would  be  de- 
cifive.  He  flopped  fome  time  at  the  battalions 
il  oompofed  of  the  arabian  women  ;  he  repeated 
the  compliments  he  had  already  made  them, 
on  the  proofs  they  had  given  of  their  bra¬ 
il  very.  He  told  them,  he  made  great  depen- 
dance  on  their  body,  to  fecure  the  fuecefs  of 
the  battle;  he  de  fired  of  them  in  particular 
to  have  a  fluid:  eye  over  the  behaviour  of  his 
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troops,  and  to  maflacre  all  fuch  as  fhould  turn 
their  backs  on  the  enemy. 

That  general  having  thus  made  the  neceffary 
difpofitions,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the 
center,  and  kept  with  him  Amru,  Abder- 
rahman,  Kais,  Rafi,  and  feveral  other  officers 
of  diftindtion,  in  whom  he  placed  a  confi¬ 
dence,  and  on  whom  he  could  depend  for 
an  exadt  and  prudent  execution  of  his  orders. 

Verdanus,  on  his  fide,  alfodilpofed  his  army 
in  the  moft  advantageous  manner  he  could. 
He  drew  them  up  in  battle  array,  and  then 
harrangued  his  foldiers;  told  them  of  how 
great  importance  it  was,  that  they  fhould  not 
be  flack  or  difheartened  in  a  matter  which 
would  determine  the  fate  of  Syria.  He  urged 
every  argument  he  thought  capable  of  ftrength- 
ening  their  refolution,  and  concluded  with 
obferving  to  them,  that  their  forces  were 
greatly  fuperior  to  the  enemy  3  and  if  they 
fhewed  a  common  fhare  of  boldnefs  and 
courage,  they  might  depend  on  gaining  the 
vidtory. 

The  two  armies  being  thus  in  fight  of 
each  other,  waited  only  for  the  fignal  to  begin 
the  adtion,  when  they  faw  a  venerable  old 
man  iflfue  from  the  ranks  of  the  Grecians, 
who  advanced  up  to  the  Arabians,  and  asked 
to  fpeak  with  the  general.  They  immedi¬ 
ately  brought  him  to  Khaled,  to  whom  he 
faid:  tc  Are  you  the  general  of  this  army?” 
<c  They  will  look  upon  me  to  be  fb,”  replied! 
Khaled,  <c  fo  long  as  I  obey  God,  the  laws,. 
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and  the  dodtrine  of  the  prophet;  fo  long  as  Abubecre- 
I  fhall  perform  my  duty,  and  fhew  my  zeal  2* 

to  my  country;  other  wife  I  have  no  authority  ’  * 
over  it.” 

cc  You  are  come,”  replied  the  old  man, 
cc  to  attack  the  ChriAians,  to  ravage  their 
provinces,  and  to  enrich  yourfelves  with  their 
fpoils,  without  their  having  provoked  you  by 
a  Angle  adt  of  hoftility.  Be  not  fo  puffed  up 
with  your  fuccefs  ;  the  army  with  which  you 
are  about  to  engage,  is  much  more  numerous, 
and,  perhaps,  better  difciplined  than  yours. 

Why  will  you  risk  a  battle,  which  mud 
coft  both  the  Arabians  and  the  Grecians  fo 
much  blood?  You  may,  by  retiring,  prevent 
the  misfortunes  which  equally  threaten  both 
nations.  If  you  confent  to  take  that  Aep,  I 
am  authorized  to  offer  you  in  return  valuable 
prefents,  not  only  for  yourfelf,  but  alfo  for 
the  Caliph  your  mailer,  for  all  your  officers, 
and  even  for  every  one  of  your  foldiers.” 

<c  There  is  no  peace  to  be  expedted,”  re¬ 
plied  Khaled  haughtily,  “  unlefs  the  Greeks 
embrace  Mahometifm,  or  become  tributa¬ 
ries  :  and  as  to  the  valuable  gifts  you  men-? 
tion,  be  affured  we  fhali  foon  become  matters 
of  themffi 

The  old  man  retiring,  went  and  carried  The  armies 
Khaled’s  anfwer  to  the  Grecian  genera!,  who engage* 
thereupon  refolved  to  hazard  a  battle.  The 
a 61  ion  was  begun  by  the  armenian  archers, 
who,  marching  up  to  the  Muffulmen  within 
bow  fhot,  let  fly  a  volley  on  the  Arabians, 
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and  killed  and  wounded  a  great  number  of 
their  men.  Khaied,  who  had  his  views, 
quietly  flood  the  volley,  and  would  not  even 
luffer  the  troops  to  make  the  lead:  motion. 

But  the  impetuous  Derar,  who  burned  with 
impatience  to  engage,  came  to  the  general,  and 
earneftly  begged  he  would  give  him  leave  to 
attack  that  detachment.  Khaied  having 
complied  with  his  requeft,  Derar,  at  the  head 
of  a  body  of  horfe,  fell  with  fo  much  fury  on 
the  Armenians,  that  they  were  ready  to  give 
ground,  when  they  were  fupported  by  frefh 
troops,  whofe  bravery  revived  their  courage. 
The  muflulman  general  having  alfo  fent  fome 
troops  to  the  afliflance  of  Derar,  the  adion 
was  very  bloody,  and  great  numbers  were 
killed  on  each  fide,  but  the  Chriftians  lofs  was 
the  greatefi. 

Khaied  was  preparing  to  march  up  the  reft 
of  his  army,  and  the  addon  was  on  the  point 
of  becoming  general,  when  the  grecian  com¬ 
mander,  fearing  he  fhould  lofe  the  bat¬ 
tle,  refolved  to  put  in  pradice  an  infamous 
fcheme  he  had  lately  concerted  with  the  chief 
officers  of  his  council. 

He  fent  deputies  to  Khaied,  and  demanded 
a  fufpenfion  of  arms,  and  at  the  fame  time  a 
conference,  on  account  of  an  effential  matter 
he  had  to  communicate  to  him.  Khaied 
granted  the  requeft,  and,  to  the  great  aftonifh- 
ment  of  the  officers,  and  even  of  the  com¬ 
mon  ioldiers,  they  heard  a  retreat  founded, 
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at  the  very  time  all  things  Teemed  to  promife 
a  fare  victory  over  the  Chriftians, 

Verdanus,  highly  pleated  at  the  event  of  his 
negotiation,  thought  himfelf  fore  of  fuc- 
ceeding  in  the  bafe  project  he  had  formed  : 
but  that  perfidious  general  did  not  know  his 
fecret  was  difcovered,  and  that  Khaled  had  fo 
readily  complied  with  his  requeft,  only  the 
better  to  manifefi:  the  treachery  of  the  Gre¬ 
cians  dealings,  and  afterwards  to  take  the 
mod  fignal  revenge  for  their  proceedings. 

Verdanus  defigned  to  have  affafiinated  Kha¬ 
led.  That  gallant  Muffulman  was  the  fcourge 
of  the  Chriftians,  and  Mahomet  had  fome 
reafon  to  call  him  the  fword  of  God.  But 
as  it  was  far  from  being  an  eafy  matter  to  get 
rid  of  that  general  by  a  generous  and  open  at¬ 
tack,  Verdanus  propofed  to  fteal  on  him  like 
a  traitor;  and  fo  foon  as  Khaled  flhould  have 
confented  to  the  conference  which  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  be  held  the  next  day,  Verdanus 
had  projected  to  fend  ten  horfemçn  in  the 
night  time,  who  were  to  lie  in  ambufh  near 
the  place  for  holding  the  fham  conference, 
and  who  were  to  rufh  out  and  maffacre  Kha¬ 
led,  upon  a  fignal  that  was  to  he  given  them. 
This  the  Greeks  have  been  pleafed  to  call  a 
ftratagem,  but  furely  that  appellation  does  not 
fuit  with  fo  infamous  a  piece  of  treachery. 

The  whole  was  revealed  to  Khaled,  by  a 
Greek  named  David,  the  fame  man  whom 
Verdanus  had  appointed  to  negotiate  the  in» 
terview.  Khaled  fent  him  back  to  his 
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matter,  and  bid  him  fay,  he  would  not  fail 
being  at  the  place  appointed. 

The  muffulman  general  related  all  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  this  affair  to  his  chief  officers, 
when,  after  the  ceffation  of  arms,  they 
crowded  round  him  to  know  the  caufe,  why 
he  had  flopped  thus  in  fo  fair  a  way  to  vic¬ 
tory.  They  were  all  equally  enraged  at  the 
villainous  behaviour  of  the  Grecians  3  and 
each  of  them  propofed  different  ways  of  re¬ 
venging  the  baie  defign.  But  Khaled  faid,  it 
did  not  deferve  that  they  fliould  take  any  ex¬ 
traordinary  meafures  ;  and  added,  that  he  in¬ 
tended  to  go  alone  to  the  rendezvous  ;  and  he 
undertook  that  he  would  bring  back  the  heads 
of  every  man  of  the  ambuicade. 

The  officers  ftrongly  oppofed  fuch  a  de¬ 
fign  ;  they  remonftrated  to  the  general,  that 
indeed  they  doubted  not  of  his  being  able  to 
execute  fuch  an  enterprize,  but  prudence  re¬ 
quired  he  fhould  not  expofe  himfelf  without 
neceffiiy  3  and  fince  he  was  bent  on  going  to 
the  rendezvous,  he  ought,  at  leaft,  to  be  at¬ 
tended  by  a  guard,  even  tho’  it  fliould  confift 
of  no  more  men  than  thofe  lying  in  ambufh. 

Derar  alfo  oppofed  Khaled’ s  defign  3 
but  he  was  not  of  opinion  that  they  fliould  wait 
till  the  next  day  before  they  fell  on  the  am- 
bufcade  ;  and  he  begged  the  general  wrou!d 
permit  him  to  go  out  for  intelligence  near  that 
place,  after  night  fliould  be  a  little  fet  in. 
Khaled  having  confented,  Derar,  loon  after 
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the  clofe  of  day  took  ten  foldiers,  on  whofe  Abubecre. 
courage  he  could  depend,  and  marched  t0~ 
wards  the  place  of  ambufh.  He  caufed  his  ’ær* 
men  to  halt  at  a  fmall  difiance,  and  pulling 
off  his  cloaths,  with  his  fword  in  his  hand,  he 
crept  foftly  along  the  ground,  to  avoid  being 
difcovered;  and  advancing  in  that  manner 
without  noife,  he  at  laft  heard  fome  perfons 
fnore.  He  then  approached  a  little  nearer, 
and  faw  as  plainly  as  the  darknefs  would  per¬ 
mit,  ten  men,  whom  he  found  all  faftafleep, 
with  their  heads  refling  on  their  arms. 

He  was  tempted  at  firft  to  feize  the  oppor¬ 
tunity,  and  to  maflacre  them  all  with  his  own 
hand  ;  but  reflecting,  that  as  he  was  killing 
the  firft,  the  reft  might  poffibly  awake,  he 
returned  to  his  men,  and  bid  them  follow 
him  immediately,  and  to  make  as  little  noife 
as  poffible.  When  they  arrived,  each  of  them 
feized  his  man,  and  the  whole  ambufcade  was 
difpatched  in  an  inftant. 

Derar  forthwith  refolved  he  would  leave  The  Ara- 
in  the  fame  place  the  foldiers  he  had  brought 
with  him  5  and  for  fear  they  might  be  difco-  bufh,  inftead 
yered  by  their  drefs,  in  cafe  Verdanus  fhould  ofthe(jreeks* 
fend  any  fpies  that  way,  he  caufed  them  to 
put  on  the  habits  of  the  grecian  foldiers  they 
had  juft  killed.  He  fent  immediate  advice  to 
the  general,  of  what  had  pafled,  and  what 
preparations  he  had  made  againft  the  next 
clay’s  interview.  Khaled  approved  of  his 
meafures,  and  waited  impatiently  for  break  of 
day,  that  he  might  go  to  the  place  of  meeting. 
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As  foon  as  it  was  day  light,  Khaled  drew 
up  his  army  in  order  of  battle  :  Verdanus, 
amazed  to  fee  him  thus  infringe  the  fufpen- 
fion  of  arms  he  had  agreed  to,  immediately 
difpatched  an  officer  to  complain  that  the 
promife  they  had  made  him  was  not  kept. 
Khaled  bid  him  not  be  uneafy  ;  told  him,  he 
knew  not  what  it  was  to  break  his  word,  and 
allured  him,  he  was  that  moment  going  to 
the  rendezvous. 

Shortly  afterwards  he  fet  out,  and  arrived 
aimed  at  the  fame  time  with  the  grecian  ge¬ 
neral  :  they  both  dismounted,  and  being  Seated 
oppofite  each  other,  Khaled  began  the  con» 
ference,  asking  Verdanus  what  propofaîs  he 
had  to  make  him.  “  Offer  us  reafonable 
conditions/’  anfwered  Verdanus,  “  and  we 
will  Surrender  :  we  are  not  enemies  to  vour 
nation  ;  and  as  we  know  you  are  poor,  it  is 
our  intention  to  behave  generoufly  to  you.” 

tc  Wretched  Chriftian!”  replied  Khaled 
haughtily,  £C  God  hath  not  brought  us  fo  low, 
as  to  live  on  the  alms  of  the  Greeks.  On  the 
contrary,  he  hath  given  up  into  our  hands 
your  wives,  your  children,  and  your  pro¬ 
vinces.  What  are  your  gifts  to  us,  when  all 
is  ours?  You  mud  chufe,”  added  he,  rifing 
haftily,  “  whether  you  will  be  Muffalmen  or 
tributaries  :  I  have  no  other  terms  to  offer  the 
Grecians;  if  they  refufe  them,  arms  muff 
decide  the  quarrel.”  He  then  told  Verdanus, 
he  could  not  fuppofe  he  had  demanded  an 
interview  with  no  other  defign  but  to  reiterate 
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propofals,  which  had  been  fo  often  rejected  .  Abubecre. 
wherefore  he  muft  conclude  Verdanus  had  îJcgyrV 2* 

.  .  j  ,  «  Ch.ær.6^3. 

procured  the  meeting,  in  order  that  they  two 
might  decide  the  controverfy. 

Upon  this  Khaled  drew  his  fword.  The 
Grecian  general,  who  remained  fitting,  imme¬ 
diately  role  up,  and,  inftead  of  putting  him- 
felf  in  a  pofiure  of  defence,  caft  his  eyes 
all  around,  in  expectation  of  his  foldiers. 

Khaled,  enraged  at  his  cowardice,  took  him 
by  the  robe,  and  fhook  him  with  an  air  of 
contempt.  And  Verdanus  crying  out  for 
help,  thought  himfelf  out  of  danger,  when 
j  he  faw  fome  foldiers  coming  up  cloathed  in 
I  grecian  habits  :  but  he  was  foon  undeceived, 

I  for  with  them  appeared  Derar,  fword  in  hand. 

That  officer  was  going  to  kill  the  Grecian,  but 
I  having  been  prevented  by  Khaled,  he  could 
i  not  help  upbraiding  him  in  the  moft  reproach- 
Ï  ful  terms.  <c  Miferahle  wretch’’ faid  he, 4c what 
]  is  become  of  thy  ambuffi,  in  which  thou 
didft  propofe  to  have  defcroyed  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  faithful  ! 

Verdanus,  opprefled  with  fhame  and  fear,  Verdanus  is 
fell  at  Khaled’s  feet,  and  begged  for  quarter.  kiiled* 

Thou  did  ft  talk  then  of  peace,’'  anfwered 
the  Muflulman,  <£  only  to  procure  the  means 
of  betraying;  and  aflaffinating  me.  Therefore 
no  quarter  for  promife-breakers.”  At  thele 
t  words  Derar  fmote  off  the  grecian  general’s 
t  head  with  his  cymetar  ;  after  which,  it  was 
i  fixed  on  the  point  of  a  lance,  and  carried 
in  triumph  to  the  muffulman  army. 
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The  Arabians,  animated  at  the  fight  of 
this  bloody  trophy,  fhewed  the  greateft  ea« 
gernefs  to  fight  with  thofe  perfidious  men, 
whofe  leader  had  been  fo  juftly  punifhed. 
Khaled  thought  fit  to  fécond  their  ardour, 
and  led  them  on  immediately  to  the  enemy. 
On  which  followed  a  combat,  or  rather  a 
terrible  flaughter,  which  lafted  till  night. 
The  Greeks,  who  were  greatly  difmayed  at 
the  death  of  their  general,  loft  all  courage, 
when  they  faw  with  what  amazing  intrepidity 
the  Arabians  attacked  them.  They  did  not 
even  attempt  to  difpute  the  victory  ;  for  at 
the  firft  onfet  the  whole  chriftian  army  was 
thrown  into  the  utmoft  confufion.  The  fu¬ 
gitives  retarding  one  another  in  their  flight, 
were  cruelly  cut  in  pieces.  On  this  occafion 
the  Mahometans  took  a  very  confiderable 
booty,  which  Khaled  declared  he  would  not 
diftribule  till  after  the  reduction  of  Damaf- 
eus  ;  for  he  defigned  to  refume  the  fiege  of 
that  place,  and  to  take  advantage  of  the  con- 
fternation  of  the  inhabitants,  to  oblige  them 
to  furrender  :  And  Khaled,  having  given  his 
troops  a  breathing  time,  ifiued  the  neceflary 
orders  for  their  departure.  But  before  they 
began  their  march,  he  lent  an  exprefs  to 
the  Caliph,  to  acquaint  him  with  the  happy 
fuccefs  of  his  arms  3  the  tenor  of  which 
letter  was  as  follows  : 

tc  In  the  name  of  the  moft  merciful 
•God,  Khaled-ebn-Walid  the  fervant  of  God, 
to  the  fucceffor  of  the  aooftle  of  God.  I 
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addrefs  my  prayers  to  God,  who  is  the  only  Abueecre. 
one  ;  and  I  intreat  him  for  his  prophet  Ma-  H^gyra  1 2. 
hornet,  on  whom  be  the  divine  benedidtion.  C  ’ær’  ^ 

I  give  thanks  without  ceaiing  to  God,  for 
having  delivered  the  true  believers,  deftroyed 
the  idolaters,  and  put  out  the  light  of  thofe 
who  walk  in  the  paths  of  error. 

I  am  to  inform  you,  O  commander  of 
the  faithful,  that  we  met  with  the  grecian 
army  at  Ainadin,  commanded  by  Verdanus, 

governor  of  Emeffa. - —Our  enemies  have 

been  vanquifhed  ;  they  had  even  fifty-thou- 
fand  men  killed  in  two  battles  :  we  have 
loft  but  four  hundred  and  feventy-two  Muf- 
fulmen— We  are  returning  to  Damafcus. 

Pray  to  God  for  our  profperity,  &c.” 

Abdarrhaman,  the  Caliph’s  fon,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  carry  that  letter  to  Medina,  and 
there  to  difplay  the  glorious  feats  of  the 
Muffulmen.  Abubecre,  in  a  tranfport  of 
]oy  to  receive  fuch  pleafing  news  from  the 
hands  of  a  young  captain,  whom  he  fo 
dearly  loved,  fell  proftrate  on  the  ground, 
to  return  thanks  to  God  for  the  fuccefs  of 
his  arms.  The  letter  the  general  had  wrote 
to  him,  was  communicated  to  the  public, 
and  great  rejoicings  were  made  thereupon  in 
Medina  ;  in  which  they  were  followed  by 
the  feveral  provinces  of  Arabia,  amongft 
whom  the  news  was  foon  fpread  abroad. 

A  great  number  of  Arabians,  eager  for  The  people 
glory,  or  rather  for  booty,  came  from  Mecca,  of  Arabia  re- 
and  earneftly  folicited  the  Caliph’s  permit-  |^t0  g0  t0 
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fion  that  they  might  go  and  ferve  in  Syria. 
Abubecre  feemed  willing  to  grant  their  re- 
queft  ;  but  Gmar  having  been  confulted, 
was  of  a  contrary  opinion. 

He  remonftrated  to  the  Caliph,  that  the 
major  part  of  thofe  who  expreffed  fo  great 
a  deiire  to  march  for  Syria,  were  the  very 
perfons  who  had  fo  lately  taken  up  arms 
againft  the  prophet’s  difciples,  at  a  time  they 
thought  themfelves  ftrong  enough  to  oppofe 
and  deftroy  Mahometifm.  That  in  the  main, 
it  was  neither  for  the  fervice  of  the  ftate, 
nor  the  advancement  of  religion,  which  had 
moved  them  to  prefent  fuch  a  petition  ;  but 
that  they  were  induced  to  it  by  the  hopes 
of  gain,  and  particularly  of  fharing  the  booty 
after  the  furrender  of  Damafcus.  That  their 
arrival  would  caufe  heats  and  animofities  in 
the  army  :  and  it  was  no  more  than  juftice 
to  fuffer  thofe  who  had  already  Hood  the 
brunt,  quietly  to  reap  the  fruits  of  their 
vidtory  5  efpecially  as  they  were  ftrong 
enough  to  put  the  finifhing  ftroke  to  their 
conqueft,  without  new  fupplies. 

The  Caliph  being  convinced  by  thefe  ar¬ 
guments,  came  over  to  Omar’s  opinion,  and 
refufed  the  licence  that  had  been  fued  for, 
which  gave  great  caufe  of  difcontent.  The 
inhabitants  of  Mecca,  and  in  particular  thofe 
of  the  tribe  of  the  Coraifchites,  remonftrated 
to  the  Caliph,  that  it  was  hard  to  prevent  them 
from  bearing  arms  in  defence  of  their  reli¬ 
gion,  on  pretence  they  had  once  made  war 
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on  the  disciples  of  God’s  prophet  ;  and  that  Abubecre. 
they  ought  not  to  be  upbraided  for  what  J^egyra  I2- 
they  had  done  in  the  days  of  darknefs  and  *æi‘ 
ignorance,  when  they  entertained  the  mif- 
taken  opinion,  that  oppofing  them  was  ad- 
r  vancing  the  caufe  of  truth  :  that  as  they 
r  were  all  united,  both  in  heart  and  fpirit, 

1  under  one  religion  and  one  faith,  they  ought 
î  to  treat  them  as  brethren  5  and  the  rather, 
l  for  that  behdes  the  unity  of  their  belief, 
i  they  were  alfo  joined  by  the  ties  of  blood  : 
j  that  in  truth  the  people  of  Medina  were  the 
:]  firft  in  profelling  the  true  religion,  and  on 

i)  that  account  might  claim  a  preference  to  all 
other  MuiTulmen  :  but  it  did  not  follow, 

i:  that  fuch  as  were  the  next  to  embrace  the 
I  dodrine  of  the  proohet,  and  who  gloried 
1  in  being  equally  zealous  for  the  propagation 
t  of  Mahometilm,  fhouid  be  totally  excluded 
I ‘the  fervice. 

The  Caliph  lent  a  gracious  ear  to  thefe  The  Caliph. 

)  remonftrances  ;  he  held  a  conference  on  that  ^,^tlieir 
jj  fubjed  with  All  and  Omar  ;  they  concluded 

j)  it  was  neceflary  to  comply  with  the  requeft 
I  of  the  Coraifchites  ;  and  accordingly  they 
fl  were  permitted  to  join  the  army.  Abube- 

;  ere  undertook  to  fend  an  account  of  their 
coming,  in  the  letter  he  fhouid  write  to 
Khaled,  to  congratulate  him  on  his  fuccefs. 
Abdarrhaman,  whom  the  Caliph  had  kept 
with  him  during  that  time,  was  chofen  to 
deliver  his  anfwer  to  the  general.  He  found 
him  on  the  march  towards  Damafcus, 
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which  he  reckoned  to  become  mafter  of  in 
a  fhort  time. 

Though  the  inhabitants  of  Damafcus  were 
greatly  dejeéled,  when  they  received  the 
melancholy  information  that  the  emperor’s 
troops  had  been  defeated,  yet  they  refolved; 
ftill  to  hold  out  againft  the  enemy.  During 
the  abfence  of  the  Muffulmen,  they  had 
taken  an  opportunity  to  lay  in  a  freffi  flock 
of  ammunition  and  provifions  :  moft  part  of 
thofe  who  inhabited  the  neighbouring  towns 
had  fled  for  refuge  to  that  city,  with  their 
moft  valuable  eflfeds,  to  fecure  them  from 
the  enemy,  whofe  arrival  they  daily  expect¬ 
ed  :  infomuch  that  there  was  a  great  mul¬ 
titude  of  men  in  Damafcus,  and  but  a  very 
fmall  number  of  foldiers  3  and  it  was  to  be 
feared,  they  would  not  be  able  to  defend 
themfelves  againft  warlike  troops,  whofe 
courage  and  hopes  were  augmented  by  their 
continual  fuccefs. 

At  laft,  Khaled  appeared  in  light  of  the 
place.  He  diftributed  the  polls  amongft  his 
general  officers,  and  fixed  his  own  quarters 
towards  the  eaft  gate.  He  at  the  fame  time 
appointed  Derar  to  guard  the  camp  3  to 
which  end  he  put  under  his  command  two 
thoufand  horfe,  with  which  he  ordered  hint 
carefully  to  fcour  the  country  round  the 
Camp,  that  he  might  prevent  their  being  fur- 
p riled  by  the  Grecians. 

They  then  began  their  approaches  to  the? 
town,  which  were  at  firft  greatly  interrupted 

by 


the  A  R  A  B  I  A  N  So  ta 

by  the  befieged.  They  flew  many  of  the  Abubecre. 
Mahometans  with  their  arrows,  and  a  ftill^syrai2. 
greater  number  by  the  machines  they  had  ~  "  ær*  ^ 
mounted  on  their  walls  ;  from  which  they 
difcharged  fllowers  of  great  ftones,  and 
cruflied  the  beffegers.  But  the  troops  of 
Damafcus  were  not  fo  fuccefsful  in  the  Tal¬ 
lies  they  made.  The  Muflulmen  gained  the 
advantage  in  moil  of  them,  fo  that  the 
wretched  inhabitants  dared  no  longer  to  fhew 
themfelves  without  their  walls*  The  extre¬ 
mities  they  found  they  were  reduced  to,  made 
them  think  of  capitulating  ;  and  they  even 
refolved  to  beat  a  parley  without  delay,  left 
the  enemy  fhould  be  provoked  to  give  them 
worfe  terms* 

An  aflembly  was  held  to  deliberate  on  Prince  Tho- 
I  that  fubjedh  They  were  unanimoufly  of mas  Pr?vails 
]  opinion  to  treat  with  the  Mahometans,  when  bitams^f a" 
i  an  officer  of  eminent  rank  in  Damafcus,  Damafcus  to 
(though  without  adtual  employment)  ftrongly  fally* 
i  oppofed  the  refolution.  This  captain  was 
i  called  Thomas,  and  was  fon-in-iaw  to  the 
emperor  Heraclius.  He  had  ufed  his  utmoft 
efforts  to  roufe  their  courage,  but  in  vain  ; 
the  intrepidity  of  the  Arabians  had  lank 
their  fpirits  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they 
could  think  of  no  remedy,  but  that  they 
muff:  be  forced  to  furrender  on  inch  condi¬ 
tions  as  the  enemy  would  grant* 

Thomas  at  laft  offered  to  march  hknfelf, 
and  head  the  troops,  if  they  would  make 
another  Tally*  This  propofal  had  its  ,effe<3;$ 
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the  troops,  animated  by  the  example  of  fo 
worthy  a  leader,  promifed  to  fight  under 
his  banner,  and  made  immediate  prepara¬ 
tions  to  march  out  againft  the  enemy.  The 
Mahometans,  on  their  part,  were  ready  to 
give  a  frefli  affault,  when  the  troops  of  Da¬ 
mai  eus  appeared  in  order  of  battle. 

The  Arabians,  perhaps,  would  not  have 
given  them  time  to  fally  out  in  fo  good 
order,  if  the  befieged  had  not  at  the  fame 
time  made  a  furious  dilcharge  from  all  their 
machines,  which  were  fo  well  ferved  as  to 
keep  the  enemy  at  a  diftance.  When  Tho¬ 
mas  had  ranged  his  forces,  he  gave  the  lig¬ 
nai  for  battle,  by  letting  fly  an  arrow  againft 
the  enemy.  Forthwith  the  aétion  commenc¬ 
ed  between  feveral  detachments,  and  was  at 
firft  equally  bloody  on  both  hides. 

In  themidftof  the  combat,  the  Chriftians 
with  great  amazement  faw  a  woman  in 
compleat  armour,  who  prefled  on  to  the 
front  rank  of  the  Arabians  to  fight  there. 
With  the  firft  arrow  (lie  difeharged,  fhe 
fliot  the  officer  who  bore  the  grecian  ftand- 
ard  through  the  hand.  The  ftandard  fal¬ 
ling,  the  Arabians  fell  furioufly  on  all  the 
troops  thereabouts,  in  order  to  feizeit.  They 
accordingly  took  it,  and  handed  the  ftandard 
from  man  to  man,  in  order  to  fecure  it  in 
the  rear. 

Thomas  feeing  his  ftandard  in  the  hands 
of  the  Arabians,  made  a  defperate  attack 
on  their  ranks  with  the  troops  that  were 
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next  him,  and  hewed  a  paffage  even  to  Ser-  Abubecre* 
giabil,  who  then  held  the  flan  dard,  The 
adtion  grew  very  hot  in  that  part,  and  the 
chriftian  general  fought  with  a  courage 
which  feemed  to  prom.il e  the  greateft  fuc- 
cefs,  when  on  a; hidden  he  was  wounded 
with  an  arrow,  which  put  out  one  of  his 
eyes,  and  forced  him  to  quit  the  field.  The 
pain  of  his  wound  made  him  flagger  ;  his 
men  fupported  him,  and  they  were  forced 
to  abandon  the  ftandard,  as  well  as  the  ad¬ 
vantage  they  were  on  the  point  of  gaining, 
that  they  might  carry  the  general  with  all 
fpeed  to  Damafcus. 

This  blow,  fo  fatal  to  the  greciaris,  was 
given  by  the  fame  arabian  woman  who  had 
before  wounded  the  flandard-bearer.  Not 
fatisfied  with  her  firfl  exploit,  fhe  drove  to 
kill  the  general  ;  and  aimed  only  at  him, 
becaufe  fhe  looked  on  him  to  be  the  mur¬ 
derer  of  her  hufband.  In  fa£t,  the  firfl  ar¬ 
row  which  Thomas  difcharged  as  a  fignai 
for  the  battle,  had  pierced  an  officer,  to 
whom  that  woman  had  been  lately  married. 

To  the  (hams  of  the  chriftian  general,  the 
arrow  was  poifoned  ;  and  the  venom  was  of 
fo  fubtle  a  kind,  that  the  officer  died  almoft 
as  foon  as  he  was  ftruck,  though  the  wound 
was  otherwife  far  from  being  mortal. 

The  young  widow,  inftead  of  giving  a 
loofe  to  tears  and  plaints,  ftudied  how  fhe 
might  be  revenged  ;  and  finding  that  the 
(haft  which  had  deprived  her  of  her  hut- 
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band,  came  from  the  hand  of  the  chriftian 
general,  fhe  formed  the  bold  refolution  of 
taking  away  his  life,  or  dying  on  the  fpot. 

Her  revenge  was  not  fully  fatisfied.  The 
general  was  wounded  indeed  3  but  it  was 
foon  known  that  he  was  in  a  condition  of 
going  again  upon  aétion.  In  a  fhort  time 
after  his  wound  had  been  drefied,  he  found 
himfelf  much  better,  and  would  have  in- 
ftantly  gone  back  to  the  enemy,  by  his  pre¬ 
fence  to  animate  the  Chriftians,  who  were 
ftill  hotly  engaged  with  the  Mahometans. 
However,  the  inhabitants  of  Damafcus  fo 
earneflly  intreated  him  not  to  obey  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  his  courage  in  his  prefent  condition, 
that  he  at  laft  confented  not  to  put  himfelf 
at  theheadof thetroops,  butherefolvedto poft 
himfelf  at  the  gate  of  the  city,  which  led  to 
the  place  where  the  troops  were  engaged,  that 
he  might  fee  what  pafled,  and  iflue  fuch 
orders  as  were  proper  on  the  occafion. 

He  had  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  be¬ 
haviour  of  his  foldiers  :  if  they  gained  no  great 
advantage  over  the  enemy,  they  prevented 
the  Arabians  from  getting  any  over  them. 
They  fought  gallantly  on  both  fides,  and  did 
not  part  till  night  obliged  them  to  retreat. 

Thomas,  willing  to  take  advantage  of  the 
courage  of  his  troops,  refolved  to  put  in  exe¬ 
cution  a  projeft  he  formed  the  very  inftant 
he  had  received  his  wound.  It  was  to 
make  a  general  Tally  at  all  the  gates  of  the 
city,  and  fuddenly  to  fall  on  the  camp 
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of  the  Arabians,  He  made  no  doubt  Aeubecre° 
but  that  he  ftiould  furprize  them,  efpe- ^syra/2’ 
cially  after  fo  bloody  an  action  as  had  juft  *ær*  33‘ 
happened. 

The  grecian  foldiers  eagerly  embraced  the  The  Grecians 

make  a  fé¬ 
cond  Tally, 

which  was  the  fignal  agreed  on,  the  Chrift- 
ians  made  a  general  fally  at  all  the  gates  of 
Damafcus,  and  fell  on  the  feveral  quarters 
which  were  oppofite  the  gates. 

This  fudden  irruption  was  at  firft  fuccefsful 
to  the  Chriftians.  They  eafily  cut  off  a 
great  number  of  the  Arabians,  who  did  not 
in  the  leaft  expedt  fuch  an  attack  ;  but  when 
they  had  founded  an  alarm,  the  face  of  af¬ 
fairs  was  foon  changed. 

Khaled  inftantly  gave  out  his  orders,  and 
all  the  troops  of  his  quarter  were  foon  in  a 
condition  to  make  head  againft  the  enemy. 

He  went  in  perfon  to  the  attack,  where 
Sergiabil  commanded,  and  arrived  moft  op¬ 
portunely  ;  for  Thomas  had  thrown  the 
whole  body  into  confufion.  The  young  ara- 
bian  widow,  who  had  remained  with  thofe 
troops,  fought  with  as  great  intrepidity 
as  the  boldeft  foldier  ;  kill  at  laft  fhe  was 
taken  prifoner,  after  having  killed  with  her 
own  hand  feveral  grecian  foldiers,  who  at¬ 
tempted  to  feize  her.  Sergiabil  had  alfo  de¬ 
fended  himfelf  very  bravely  againft  Thomas, 
who  perfonally  attacked  him,  and  who,  re¬ 
turning  a  fécond  time  to  the  charge,  would 
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put  it  in  execution.  At  the  tolling  of  a  bell, 
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either  have  killed  Sergiabil,  or  made  him- 
felf  mailer  of  his  perfon,  when  the  maho- 
metan  chief,  feconded  by  Abdarrahman, 
and  feveral  other  officers,  came  timely  to 
relieve  him.  The  young  widow  was  by 
the  fame  means  likewife  releafed,  and  the 
grecian  general,  finding  he  was  attacked  on 
all  fides,  was  glad  to  retreat  with  the  utrnoil 
fpeed  to  the  city. 

But  thofe  troops  who  Tallied  out  and  at¬ 
tacked  the  quarter  where  Obeidah  com¬ 
manded,  met  with  a  fad  fate.  A  body  of 
chofen  troops,  by  order  of  that  general, 
firmly  Hood  the  firft  onfet  of  the  affaiiants, 
and,  whilft  they  were  kept  in  play  by  a 
brave  refinance,  the  Arabian  caufed  another 
detachment  to  advance,  who  marching  a 
little  round  about  with  great  expedition, 
took  the  Chriftians  in  the  rear,  by  which 
means  they  were  furrounded  on  all  fides. 

This  evolution  occafioned  the  lofs  of  the 
whole  grecian  detachment,  who  fought, 
neverthelefs,  with  the  utmoil  courage  that 
fury  and  defpair  could  infpire  ;  but  the  Ara¬ 
bians  had  foon  manifeilly  the  advantage. 
The  Chriftians  were  cruelly  maftacred,  and 
not  a  tingle  man  efcaped  of  the  whole  party 
which  went  on  the  attack.  Thofe  that  fal- 
lied  out  at  the  other  gates,  were  likewife 
very  roughly  handled  y  infomuch  that  the 
çonfequences  of  this  Tally  determined  the 
inhabitants  of  Damafcus  to  capitulate.  In 
vain  did  Thomas  beg  a  fhort  refpite,  that 
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he  might  write  to  the  emperor  for  fuccours  •  Abvbecre. 
they  would  not  hear  1ft  m,  and  were  fliil 
more  bent  on  endeavouring  to  make  the  beft 
terms  for  themfelves  they  could,  when  they 
learned  that  Khaled  had  refufed  to  grant 
a  truce  which  their  general  had  demanded 
of  him. 

The  inhabitants  of  Damafcus  wrere  at  a  Difference 

great  lofs  in  wdiat  manner  to  fet  the  nego-  b,etweentlle 
?  •  r  rr  i  i  i  iii°  characters  of 

Dation  on  foot.  Khaled  was  looked  on  to  Khaled  and 

be  an  untradfable  man,  whole  foie  intent  Obeidah. 
was  to  take  the  place  by  ftorm,  and  put  all 
to  fire  and  fword.  Obeidah,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  was  more  merciful  ;  he  did  not  wifh 
to  died  the  blood  of  the  Chriftians  ;  his 
chief  aim  was  to  make  them  embrace  the 
mahometan  religion,  or  become  tributaries  : 
to  him,  therefore,  the  Grecians  refolved  they 
would  apply  themfelves.  But  in  fo  doing 
they  ran  a  great  rifk  ;  for  as  Khaled  was  the 
chief  officer,  they  could  effectually  and  fafely 
treat  with  none  but  him.  However,  the 
harfhnefs  of  Khaled’s  difpofition  giving  them 
no  room  to  hope  for  terms,  if  they  fhould 
propofe  a  treaty  to  him,  they  refolved  to 
confer  with  Obeidah  at  all  hazards. 

In  the  firft  place,  they  founded  his  incli-  The  Grecians 
nations  by  fome  deputies,  whom  they  fent  beêina  treat/ 
to  him  in  the  night-time  out  at  the  gate  ^  °beir 
oppofite  his  quarters  ;  to  whom  Obeidah 
gave  a  very  favourable  anfwer,  alluring  them 
that  the  citizens  might  come  to  him,  and 
negotiate  a  furrender  with  the  great  eft  fafety  : 

K  4  "  he 
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Abubecee.  he  at  the  fame  time  fent  to  them  Abu-obei- 

rhsyr%'-2'  rah>  one  of  his  principal  officers,  to  con- 
.  ær.  33-  t0  }qm  fucj1  commiffioners  as  they 

fhould  fend  out  for  that  purpofe. 

The  Chriftians,  highly  plea  fed  at  fo  fuc-* 
cefsful  a  beginning,  fent  out  feveral  of 
the  chief  inhabitants  with  their  proposals. 
The  politenefs  and  good-nature  of  Obeidah 
caufed  the  negotiators  to  entertain  thegreateffc 
hopes  of  fuccefs.  They  were  very  honour¬ 
ably  received,  and  when  they  propofed  ar¬ 
ticles  for  a  furrender,  they  found  that  general 
inclined  to  grant  almoii  their  whole  demands* 
The  article  they  chiefly  infiffed  on  was,  the 
prefervation  of  the  churches.  Obeidah 
made  feme  difficult)  to  comply,  hut  at  laft 
he  confented  to  their  requeft,  with  fome 
reftridtion s  :  he  a  lowed  them  feven  chur¬ 
ches,  in  which  the  Cbriftians  were  to  enjoy 
the  free  exereife  of  their  religion.  The 
terms  having  been  thus  agreed  on,  Obeidah 
delivered  them  in  writing  to  the  commiffio¬ 
ners,  but  tbev  were  forced  to  rely  on  his 
word  for  the  execution  of  them,  for  he  de¬ 
clared,  that  as  he  was  not  commander  in 
chief,  he  could  not  iign  the  treaty  ;  however, 
he  demanded  to  be  put  into  immediate  pof- 
fefiion  of  the  city,  which  he  purpofed  to 
enterwith  one  hundred  men  only:  herequired 
hoftages  for  his  fecurity,  and  having  received 
them,  he  entered  the  place. 


Khaled 
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Khaled  had  not  the  leaft  knowledge  Gf  Abubecre* 
theie  tranfaétions.  He  was  at  the  fame  time  ^g}Jra  6* 2* 
meditating  to  ftorm  the  town  a-new  towards  r 
the  eaftern  gate  which  flood  over  againft  his  poflbffioif of 
quarters.  Whilft  he  was  making  the  neceffary  Damafcus  by 
preparations  for  his  enterprize,  a  certain  ^  JjS"7 
greek  prieft,  named  Jofias,  who  had  found 
means  to  get  out  of  Damafcus,  and  to  reach 
the  head  quarters,  accofted  him.  He  offered 
Khaled  to  let  him  into  the  place,  without 
the  hazard  of  a  frefh  affault,  and  afked  no 
further  recompence,  but  a  fafeguard  for  him- 
felf  and  his  relations,  and  all  their  lands  and 
effects  in  the  territory  of  Damafcus. 

The  propofal  having  been  accepted,  Kha¬ 
led  fentone  hundered  men,  under  conduct  of 
Jofias,  with  orders  to  feize  the  eaftern  gate, 
to  break  the  chains,  and  to  cry,  Allah-acbar,  . 
the  moment  they  were  in  polleffion  of  it. 

The  traitor  kept  his  word  :  The  Arabians 
were  let  into  the  city,  and  foon  gave  the  ap¬ 
pointed  fignal. 

Khaled  forthwith  entered  Damafcus  at  the 
head  of  his  troops,  and  maffacred  all  fuch  of 
the  inhabitants  as  he  met  with  in  his  way. 

He  marched  through  heaps  of  the  flain  up 
to  the  fquare  which  is  bounded  by  the  great 
church.  But  how  great  was  his  aftonifhment, 
when  he  faw  Obeidah  in  poffeffion  of  it  ! 
and  who  feemed  quiet  and  unmoved  amidft 
the  tumult  which  Khaled’s  arrival  had  caufed 
in  the  city.  He  was  unarmed,  as  well  as  his 
officers  and  foldiers,  and  about  him  ftood  a 

multitude 


138 

Abubecre. 
Hegyra  12. 
Ch,  ær.  633. 


Bifputes  be¬ 
tween  Kha- 
led  and  Obei 
dah  cn  the 
taking  of 
Damafcus. 


The  HISTORY  of 

multitude  of  mên  and  women,  who  fhewed 
as  if  they  thought  themfelves  fafe  under  the 
protection  of  that  captain. 

Obeidah  obferving  in  Khaled’s  looks  his 
aflonifhment  and  difpleafure,  went  to  meet 
the  general;  and,  in  order  to  pacify  him,  faid, 
that  God  through  hisgoodnefs  being  plealed 
to  fpare  the  effuiion  of  muffulman  blood, 
as  well  as  the  hazard  and  trouble  of  a  battle, 
the  city  had  yielded  on  terms.  c<  And  I 
have  taken  it  by  force/'  replied  Khaled 
in  a  fury  ;  “  therefore  I  will  give  no  quarter 
to  the  inhabitants.” 

Thefe  terrible  words  threw  the  wretched 
Chriflians  into  the  greateft  confirmation. 
Obeidah,  ftill  defirous  of  mollifying  the  ge¬ 
neral,  reprefented  to  him  that  a  capitulation 
was  entered  into,  that  it  was  even  wrote 
with  his  own  hand,  and  that  the  inhabitants 
would  fhew  it  to  him,  if  he  would  permit 
them  :  cc  And  what  did  you  mean,”  replied 
Khaled,  <c  by  agreeing  to  a  capitulation 
without  having  firft  confulted  me  ?  Am  not 
I  the  general,  and  can  ought  be  refolved  on 
without  my  confent?  Tofhew  that  I  am 
mailer,  I  will  put  every  inhabitant  to  the 
edge  of  the  fword.” 

Obeidah,  who  knew  the  general  was  in 
the  right,  and  in  fade  he  was  not  bound  to 
obferve  a  treaty  concluded  without  his 
concurrence,  ilrove  to  move  him  by  urg- 
ing  arguments  drawn  from  the  principles 
of  religion.  He  remonftrated  to  him, 

that 
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that  the  capitulation  was  made  in  the  name  of  Abubecre. 
God  and  of  the  prophet  :  that  all  the  Mufful- 
men  who  were  then  with  him  approved  it, 
and,  confidering  the  great  honour  and  advan¬ 
tage  that  would  thereby  accrue  to  the  nation, 
he  did  not  expedt  his  conduit  would  have  met 
with  fo  extraordinary  an  oppofition. 

Upon  this  a  great  number  of  officers  tided 
with  Obeidah,  and  uied  their  utmoft  endea¬ 
vours  to  foften  Khaled.  But  in  the  interim, 
the  Arabians  who  had  followed  the  general 
1  continued  the  maffacre,  and  even  thofe  that 
1  were  about  him  refolved  to  go  and  have  a 
fhare  of  plunder  with  the  reft.  Obeidah,  hav- 
j  ing  been  informed  of  what  paffed,  mounted 
I  his  horfe,  and  leaving  Khaled  for  a  moment 
j  with  his  officers,  he  flew  to  thofe  parts  where 
I  the  foldiers* ,  greedy  of  booty,  and  breathing 
j  flaughter,  were  exercifing  their  fury.  He 
;i  commanded  them  in  the  prophet’s  name  to 
ji  ceafe  pillaging,  till  the  difference  between 
j  him  and  Khaled  was  put  to  an  end. 

At  the  name  of  Mahomet,  the  tumult 

Ifubfided  by  degrees.  Obeidah  returned  to 
Khaled,  whom  he  flill  found  bent  on  exe- 
:  cuting  his  former  purpofe.  But  at  lafl:  he 
'  was  ftruck  by  fome  remonftrances  which 
I  were  made  him,  touching  the  good  effedt  that 
f  it  might  have  for  the  future,  if  they  ffiould 
:  now  incline  to  mercy.  They  reprefented  to 
f  him,  that  many  places  ftill  remained  to  be 
'  conquered,  and  if  they  treated  the  inhabitants 
of  Damafcus  as  rigoroufly  as  had  been  pro- 

pofed, 
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pofed,  after  a  capitulation,  (though  that  capita^ 
lation  was  defective)  the  Mahometans  would 
become  odious  3  and  the  reft  of  the  cities* 
who  probably  would  hear  only  the  worft 
fide  of  thequeftion,  would  look  on  them  as  men 
not  to  be  trufted,  and  confequently  would 
defend  themfelves  to  the  utmoft  extremity, 
which  would  caufe  a  great  effufion  of  muf- 
fulman  blood. 

Thefe  reafons  made  an  impreflion  on 
Khaled,  and  he  confented  to  ratify  the  treaty 
which  Obeidah  had  made  with  the  citizens  of 
Damafcus  3  but  he  demanded  that  they  fhould 
previously  deliver  up  to  him  Thomas,  their 
general,  and  another  officer  of  note,  to  whom 
he  was  reiolved  ne  would  give  no  quarter. 
However,  he  receded  from  his  demand  on  the 
further  reprefentations  made  by  Obeidah,  in 
refpeCt  to  thofe  two  officers.  He  told  him,  they 
were  comprized  1  y  name  in  the  capitulation, 
and  that  it  was  reafonable  they  fhould  be  fuf- 
fered  to  enjoy  the  fame  favourable  conditions, 
as  he  had  thought  proper  to  grant  the  reft  of 
the  inhabitants. 

All  the  inhabitants  of  Damafcus  were  there¬ 
fore  generally  comprehended  in  the  treaty 
which  Obeidah  nad  agreed  to  ;  and  public 
proclamation  was  made,  that  the  inhabitants 
were  at  liberty  to  remain  in  Damafcus,  under 
protection  of  the  Arabians,  cr  to  remove  to 
any  other  place,  if  they  thought  fit  to  leave 
the  city* 

The 
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The  Chriftians  who  chofe  to  continue  in  Abubecre. 
their  habitations,  were  allowed  the  free  exer-  ^gyra  A2,* 
cife  of  their  religion,  in  confideration  of  atri-  ær 
bute  which  they  agreed  to  pay  to  the  conque¬ 
rors.  But  a  great  number  of  them  refolved  to 
follow  Thomas  their  general,  who  defigned 
to  retire  to  Antioch  with  the  principal  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Damafcus. 

To  which  end  Thomas  applied  for  a  paf-  Con&tions 

port,  and  as  Khaled  made  difficulties  in  grant-  fh^Chriftians 
ing  one  fo  extenfive  as  was  required,  the  gre-  who  left  Da« 
cian  general  only  defired  they  would  grant  mai'cus* 
him  a  fafe  conduâ:  for  three  or  four  days, 
which  he  thought  was  full  time  to  perform 
the  march  he  was  about  to  undertake.  Khaled 
conferred  to  it,  but  on  condition  only  that 
the  inhabitants  fhould  carry  nothing  with  them 
fave  the  neceffary  provifions  for  their  journey. 

Obeidah  was  much  more  indulgent  in  the  ca¬ 
pitulation  he  had  granted,  in  which  it  was  ex- 
prefslyftipulated,  that  the  citizens  of  Damafcus 
might  carry  away  their  money  and  effects. 

Wherefore  they  again  applied  to  that  general, 
and  begged  he  would  interpofe  in  their  behalf 
with  Khaled,  that  they  might  not  be  deprived 
of  the  advantage  he  had  been  pleafed  to  grant 
them  by  the  articles.  Obeidah,  whofe  com- 
paffionate  temper  made  him  feel  even  for  the 
misfortunes  of  his  enemies,  at  laft  perluaded 
Khaled  to  give  up  that  point. 

But  at  the  fame  time  there  arofe  a  new  dif¬ 
ficulty  i  the  mahometan  general,  who  had 

yielded 
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yielded  with  the  greateft  repugnance  to  any 
thing  that  might  contribute  to  the  eafe or  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  Chriftians,  infilled  that  they  fhould 
be  difarmed  before  they  quitted  thecity.  This 
refolution  made  it  neceffary  to  apply  to  him 
once  more,  which  was  alfo  undertaken  by  the 
kind  Obeidah,  who  reprefented*  to  Khaled, 
that  as  they  had  already  promifed  full  fafety 
to  the  men  of  Damafcus,  it  was  but  reafon- 
able  to  put  them  in  a  condition  to  fear  no¬ 
thing  on  the  road,  not  only  from  the  parties 
that  fcoured  the  country,  but  even  from  wild 
beafts,  by  whom  they  might  be  attacked  on 
the  way.  After  many  fern  pies,  arms  were 
obtained  for  the  grecians  ;  but  is  was  deter¬ 
mined,  that  they  fhould  be  provided  bnly  with, 
one  weapon  3  for  example,  he  that  had  a  fword, 
was  to  have  neither  bow  nor  lance  3  and  he  to 
whom  a  bow  was  given,  had  neither  lance  nor 
fword,  and  fo  on;  which  was  the  utmoftthey 
could  obtain  from  the  muffulman  general. 

Thefe  matters  being  thus  fettled,  they 
made  ready  for  their  march.  It  was  a  mov¬ 
ing  fpedacle  to  fee  the  lords  of  Damafcus 
followed  by  the  chief  men  of  *  the  city,  bid¬ 
ding  adieu  to  that  delightful  place  in  which 
they  had  been  brought  up;  and  thofe  magni¬ 
ficent  palaces,  wherein  they  formerly  pafled 
their  lives  in  fo  much  eafe  and  pleafure. 
They  had  with  them  their  wives  and  chil¬ 
dren,  whofe  natural  unfitnefs  for  fatigue,  was 
augmented  by  the  many  conveniences  of  life 
with  which  luxury  and  opulence  had  furnifhed 

them. 
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them.  They  were  forced  to  undertake  a  ^BUB^cjR?E 
wearifome  journey  through  horrid  defarts, 
pathlefs  woods,  and  over  fteep  mountains, 
uncertain  of  being  provided  with  the  moil 
neceflary  things. 

Thomas,  fon- in-law  to  the  emperor  Hera- 
clius,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  wretched 
fugitives  :  Herbis,  an  officer  of  chief  note, 
affifted  him  in  the  care  and  ordering  of  the 
march,  and  they  took  the  beft  meafures  they 
could  to  fecure  the  women  and  children,  and 
alfo  the  baggage  (of  which  they  had  prodigious 
quantity)  from  the  incurfions  of  the  robbers 
who  infefted  the  whole  country;  and  they  ported 
feveral  bodies  of  cavalry  on  all  fides,  to  guard 
the  unhappy  band  from  any  infult. 

The  animofity  which  Khaled  had  fhewn  Khaled  form* 
againft  the  inhabitants  of  Damafcus,  at  the  a  df1.gn 
time  he  ratified  the  treaty  which  Obeidah  had  chriitians. 
made  with  them,  feemed  to  be  heightened 
after  their  departure.  He  was  vexed  to  think 
they  had  efcaped  out  of  his  hands  ;  and  the 
grief  he  felt  on  that  accôünt,  induced  him 
to  form  a  defigrj  worthy  hiscruelty  and  injuftice, 
which  was  to  purfue  the  miferable  Chriftians, 
to  dertroy  them  all,  and  feize  the  riches  they 
bore  away  with  them. 

However,  as  the  obfervance  of  treaties  is  an 
article  particularly  enjoined  by  the  law  of 
Mahomet,  he  at  firft  felt  fome  fcruples,  but 
he  foon  found  means  to  get  over  them.  He 
had,  indeed,  promifed  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Damafcus  fhould  not  be  molerted  by  his  forces 
during  their  march  $  but  at  the  fame  time  his 

agreement 
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agreement  was  to  continue  in  force  no  more 
than  three  days  ;  during  which  time  he  ordered 
four  thoufand  chofen  men  to  hold  them-* 
felves  in  readinefs  to  march  day  and  night,  in 
purfuit  of  the  ChriAians,  fo  foon  as  the  three 
days  jfhould  be  elapfed. 

During  that  interval,  a  great  conteft  arofe 
touching  the  corn  which  was  found  in  Da- 
mafcus  :  Khaled  aflferted  that  it  belonged  to 
the  Mu  flu  1  men  by  right  of  conquefL  On 
the  other  hand,  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  as 
had  made  it  their  option  to  become  tributa¬ 
ries,  rather  than  depart  with  the  others,  repre- 
fented,  that  it  ought  to  be  their  property* 
more  efpecially  as  it  was  fo  agreed  by  the  capi¬ 
tulation.  The  muflulman  general,  who,  with 
the  greateft  unwillingnefs,  had  granted  the 
former  articles,  warmly  difputed  this.  Vainly 
did  Obeidah  and  feveral  other  arabian  officers 
plead  in  behalf  of  the  new  tributaries  $  Kha¬ 
led  fell  into  a  paffion  bordering  on  fury,  and 
could  not  be  appealed  till  they  propofed  to  refer 
the  matter  to  the  Caliph's  decifion.  The  ge¬ 
neral  confented,  and  forthwith  difpatched  a 
courier  for  Medina,  to  inform  Abubecre  of 
what  had  paffcd. 

This  altercation  almofl:  rendered  abortive 
Khaled’s  defign  to  purfue  the  Chriftians* 
They  had  been  four  days  on  their  march, 
and  it  was  to  be  prefumed  they  had  time 
enough  to  gain  a  place  of  refuge. 

But  Khaled  receding  on  the  difficulties  of 
the  road,  the  multitude  of  old  men,  women,  and 
children,  which  were  among!!  thole  fugitives, 

and 
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and  that  the  bad  weather  which  had  hap-  Abubecre. 
pened  fince  their  departure  might  probably  ^gyra  I2* 
have  retarded  their  march,  thought  it  was  not  1‘  ær‘ 63 3* 
impoffible  but  he  might  ftiil  come  up  with 
them. 

He  was,  however,  uncertain  what  to  do  ♦  Adventure  of 
but  the  earned:  folicitations  of  a  renegado a  ch^!an 
Chriftian  at  laft  induced  him  to  put  his  pro-  °naS* 
jedt  in  execution.  The  renegado  was  called 
Jonas.  He  was  a  man  of  diftindlion,  and 
had  efpoufed  a  young  lady  of  a  confiderable 
family  in  Damafcus.  The  marriage  being 
concluded,  the  young  lady’s  parents  on  a  hid¬ 
den  changed  their  minds,  and  when  Jonas 
demanded  his  wife,  to  carry  her  to  his  habi¬ 
tation,  they  refufed  giving  her  up  to  him,  and 
even  forbid  him  their  houfe.  The  Arabians 
appearing  at  that  time  before  the  city,  they 
had  no  leifure  to  confider  his  claim.  Jonas, 
who  did  not  lofe  fight  of  his  defign,  took  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  confufion  occafioned  by  the 
fiege,  and  obtained  a  private  interview  with 
the  young  lady,  in  which  they  agreed  to  make 
their  efcape  from  Damafcus.  They  both  ac¬ 
tually  prepared  to  depart  during  the  night, 
and  by  means  of  fome  pieces  of  money  which 
they  gave  to  the  foldiers  on  guard  at  the  gate, 
they  got  fafe  out  of  Damafcus. 

Jonas,  who  was  foremoft,  was  foon  {top¬ 
ped  by  fome  Arabians  then  going  the  rounds. 

The  young  lady,  who  heard  what  pafled,  had 
time  to  make  her  way  back  to  the  city  gate,  at 
which  they  gave  her  admittance.  Jonas  hav- 
-  Vol.  Ï,  L 
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ing  been  examined  by  the  officer  that  flop¬ 
ped  him,  related  his  whole  ftory.  They  flat¬ 
tered  him  with  the  hopes  of  foon  feeing  his 
wife  again,  for  that  in  a  fhort  time  the  city 
muft  be  taken  ;  but  they  annexed  to  it,  by 
way  of  condition,  that  he  muft  immediately 
turn  Mahometan,  or  they  would  put  him  to 
death. 

This  menace  fo  greatly  terrified  the  poor 
Chriftian,  that  he  confented  inftantly  to  em¬ 
brace  Mahometifm.  And  when  once  he  had 
taken  that  firft  ftep,  the  reft  came  eafy  to  him  ; 
he  forgot  at  the  fame  time  both  his  religion  and 
his  country  :  he  entered  into  the  fervice  of  the 
Mahometans,  and  was  even  very  forward  and 
a&ive  in  the  fiege,  in  hopes  that  by  taking  the 
city,  he  might  regain  the  fair  objed  of  his 
willies. 

So  foon  as  the  Arabians  entered  Damafcus, 
his  firft  care  was  to  enquire  where  that  young 
lady  refided  3  and  having  been  informed  that 
fhe  had  retired  to  a  religious  community,  he 
went  to  wait  on  her,  and  after  having  ex- 
prefied  in  the  moft  lively  terms  the  happinefs 
he  felt  in  the  enjoyment  of  her  prefence,  he 
told  her  the  great  risk  he  had  run,  and  what 
refolution  he  had  taken  to  avoid  the  deadly 
blow  which  would  have  parted  them  for 
ever. 

The  ftory  of  his  apoftacy  wrought  a  fudden 
change  in  the  mind  of  the  fair  Grecian.  Her 
love  for  religion  prevailing  over  her  inclination! 
for  Jonas,  fhe  treated  him  with  the  utmoft:] 

contempt,(. 
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contempt,  and  left  him;  at  the  fame  time  Abubecre* 
declaring  fhe  would  never  have  the  leaft  con-  Hegyra  IZ- 
nexions  with  a  man,  who  had  been  fc  bale  Ch*  ær‘ 
as  to  abjure  Chriftianity  ;  and,  in  fhort,  when 
the  inhabitants  of  Damafcus  had  obtained 
permiffion  to  leave  the  city,  fhe  departed  with 
the  daughter  of  Heraclius,  and  the  other 
ladies,  to  go  to  Antioch. 

Jonas,  who  had  contracted  a  friendfhip 
with  mod  of  the  mahometan  officers,  and 
efpecially  with  Khaled,  earnedly  preffed  that 
general  to  interpofe  his  authority,  that  the 
lady  might  be  detained:  but  Khaled  having  had 
fo  many  conteds  touching  the  capitulation  in 
general,  declined  entering  into  any  new  de¬ 
putes  on  a  particular  account,  and  abfolutely 
refufed  to  grant  his  requed. 

Thefe  felicitations  therefore  proving  inef- Jonas  prevail* 
fedtual,  Jonas  laid  hold  on  the  defign  Khaled  011  KhaJe(i  to 
had  formed  to  purfue  the  Chridians,  and  even  chriftiansl 
offered  to  be  his  guide  in  that  difadrous  expe¬ 
dition.  The  muffulman  general  feeming 
(as  has  been  obferved)  very  cool  upon  the 
enterprize,  Jonas,  who  with  the  greated 
grief  faw  he  had  no  other  means  left  to  re¬ 
cover  his  wife,  if  thofe  failed,  was  fo  im¬ 
portunate  with  Khaled,  that  at  lad  he  pre¬ 
vailed  on  him  to  refume  the  project.  Thus 
that  wicked  apodate,  with  a  view  to  gratify 
his  defires,  made  no  fcruple  of  becoming  aa 
inftrument  for  delivering  up  into  the  cruel 
hands  of  the  Arabians  an  infinite  multitude 
of  his  fellow  citizens,  worn  out  with  their 
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fufferings  daring  a  long  fiege,  and  flill  more 
by  the  great  difficulties  and  fatigue  they  had 
undergone  in  their  march. 

Khaled  then  refolved  to  execute  his  former 
defign,  moved  thereto  by  the  felicitations  of 
that  renegado.  He  departed  at  the  head  of 
four  thoufand  chofen  men,  whom,  by  the 
advice  of  Jonas,  he  dreffed  in  grecian  habits, 
the  better  to  deceive  the  fugitives,  who 
might  have  found  means  of  fecuring  them- 
felves,  if  they  had  heard  that  fo  confiderable 
a  body  of  arabian  troops  were  in  the  field. 

The  mufliilman  general  made  a  forced 
march,  which  foon  enabled  him  to  come  up 
with  theChriftians.  Befides,all  things  feemed 
to  concur  in  making  them  wretched.  Had 
they  gone  to  Antioch,  as  they  at  firft  propofed, 
they  might  have  reached  that  city  before  the 
Arabians  could  have  overtaken  them  ;  but  the 
emperor,  being  informed  of  their  intentions, 
forthwith  difpatched  an  exprefs,  with  orders  | 
that  they  fhould  come  to  Conftantinople. 
That  prince  was  juftly  apprehenfive  that  the  I 
arrival  of  the  inhabitants  ofDamafcus  at  An-  I 
tioch  would  throw  the  whole  city  into  a  I 
confternation  ;  and  that  the  ftories  of  the  feats  I 
of  the  Arabians  would  fpread  terror  amongft  the  I 
citizens,  and  induce  them  to  abandon  the  place.  |j 

Thefe  orders  caufed  the  deftruction  of  all  I 
the  unhappy  Grecians  whom  Khaled  was  in  I 
purfuit  of.  They  might,  indeed,  have  eafily  I 
reached  Antioch,  but  the  neceffity  which  the  I 
emperor  laid  them  under  of  performing  fo  I 

long 
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long  a  journey,  made  them  hill  at  laft  into  Abubecre. 

the  hands  of  the  Arabians;  tho’  not  till  Kcgyra,  Ï2. 

feveral  days  after  they  had  begun  their  march.  n‘ tU'  °33* 

The  bye-ways  they  had  taken  to  go  for 

Constantinople,  Slackened  a  little  the  purfuit  of 

the  Mahometans  ;  but  as  fo  large  a  multitude 

could  go  no  where  without  leaving  behind 

them  veftiges  of  their  paffage,  the  Arabians 

found  no  difficulty  in  coming  up  with  them  : 

they  difcovered  the  Grecians  in  a  plain,  where 

they  had  halted  to  take  a  little  refreshment. 

On  that  day,  fo  fatal  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Damafcus,  the  sky  was  more  ferene,  and  the 
fun  Shone  with  greater  luftre  than  it  had 
done  fince  they  began  their  journey.  The 
weather  till  then  had  been  very  tempeftuous, 
and  the  very  eve  preceding  their  unhappy  meet¬ 
ing  with  the  Arabians,  a  heavy  rain  had  fallen, 
which  lafted  far  in  the  night. 

The  next  day  the  fun  breaking  out,  the 
weather  promifing  to  be  very  fair,  they  flop¬ 
ped  in  a  pleafant  meadow,  where  they  pro- 
pofed  to  enjoy  a  little  repofe,  after  having 
Spread  out  great  part  of  their  baggage  and 
cloaths  in  order  to  dry  them. 

Khaled  feeing  them  from  a- far  in  that  pof-  over- 

ture,  found  he  Should  meet  with  no  great  Chilians 
difficulty  in  maflering  a  multitude  fatigued  attacks  and 
with  travelling,  and  befldes  unprovided  of cuts  them  111 

CO  JL  D1PPPS 

proper  arms  to  repel  a  vigorous  attack.  He 
forthwith  formed  his  troops  into  four  divi¬ 
sions.  He  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  firfl, 
and  gave  the  command  of  the  three  others  to  his 
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general  officers,  who  were  Derar,  Rafi,  and 
Abdarrahman. 

As  according  to  the  difpofition  made  by  the 
general  the  four  detachments  were  to  attack 
fucceffively,  Khaled  chofe  to  lead  on  the  firft. 
He  tell  with  great  fury  on  the  Chriftians  ; 
but  he  met  with  a  ftronger  refinance  than  he 
expeéted.  Thomas,  who  fpied  him  at  a 
diftance,  had  made  preparations  to  receive 
him,  not  as  an  adtual  enemy,  for  the  Arabians 
being  cloathed  in  grecian  habits,  (as  hath  been 
already  laid)  he  did  not  at  firft  apprehend 
any  danger  from  them  ;  however,  he  had 
taken  thofe  meafures  againft  all  events,  and 
had  put  in  order  all  fuch  as  were  in  a  condi¬ 
tion  to  defend  themfelves. 

He  foon  found  whom  he  had  to  deal 
with  ;  he  knew  Khaled,  and  flood  his  attack 
with  great  bravery  5  but  the  commanders 
marching  up  with  the  other  detachments, 
refinance  no  longer  availed.  The  Arabians, 
who  were  well  armed,  made  a  terrible  (laugh¬ 
ter  of  the  miferabie  Chriftians.  Thomas 
was  amongft  the  firft  of  the  (lain.  That  gene¬ 
ral  having  received  a  wound  which  felled 
him,  Abdarrahman  cut  off  his  head,  and 
fixed  it  on  the  (pear  belonging  to  the  ftandard 
of  the  crofs  which  he  had  taken  at  Da  m  a  feu  S; 
when  he  began  to  cry  aloud  ;  “  Woe  to  you, 
Chriftian  dogs,  behold  the  head  of  your 
commander.” 

This  horrid  fpedtacle  haftened  the  defeat 
of  the  Grecians.  In  a  fhort  time  Herbis, 

who 
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who  was  one  of  their  greateft  generals,  Abubecrb 
perilhed  by  the  fword  of  the  Mahometans;  Hegyra  î2- 
after  which,  the  Chiiftians  ceafed  to  defend  *'r*  633 
themfelves,  and  were  butchered  without  be¬ 
ing  able  to  make  the  Jeaft  tefiftance. 

During  the  heat  of  the  adion  Jonas  fought  Jonas’s  wife 
alfo,  but  in  a  very  different  manner.  Being  kills  h^felf. 
delighted  to  fee  the  Greeks  fully  employed  by 
the  Arabians,  he  forced  his  way  to  the  place 
whither  the  women  had  retired,  and  endea¬ 
voured  only  to  make  himfelf  rnafter  of  his 
wife,  and  found,  and  would  have  feized  her, 
but  the  noble  Chriftian  defended  herfclf  with 
amazing  refolution.  At  laft  he  took  her  pri- 
foner,  and  the  very  moment  he  thought  her 
abfolutely  in  his  power,  fhe  privately  drew  a 
knife,  plunged  it  in  her  bread,  and  fell  dead 
at  his  feet. 

It  is  impoffible  to  exprefs  the  pangs  which 
Jonas  felt  at  the  light  of  fo  fad  an  event.  In 
the  height  of  his  defpair,he  was  on  the  point  of 
putting  an  end  to  his  own  life  ;  but  he  was 
prevented  by  the  timely  arrrival  of  fome  of 
the  mahometan  generals.  The  representa¬ 
tions  which  were  made  to  him  by  thofe  offi¬ 
cers  at  laft  calmed  his  grief.  They  urged  to 
him  the  dodtrine  of  the  prophet,  for  which  that 
apoftate  had  always  expreiTed  die  utmoft  re¬ 
verence,  and  remonftrated,  that  the  event 
which  had  fallen  out  having  been  ordained 
and  written  in  the  book  of  deftiny  before 

té  'r' 

all  time,  the  eternal  decrees  had  directed  that 
he  ihould  never  live  with  that  woman,  and 
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had  in  ftore  for  him  a  more  advantageous 
match. 

And  indeed  the  widow  of  Thomas,  daughter 
to  the  emperor  Heraclius,  was  on  the  point 
of  being  yielded  up  to  the  renegado,  to  make 
him  amends  for  the  lofs  of  his  wife.  Rafi, 
one  of  the  muffulman  generals,  in  whole  hands 
that  princefs  fell,  made  a  prefent  of  her  to  the 
wretch  :  he  had  the  confidence  to  take  her, 
without  once  confidering  that  the  lady’s  father 
had  been  his  lovereign.  Khaled  himfelf  alio 
confemed  to  the  fhameful  bargain,  but  on 
condition,  neverthelefs,  that  Jonas  fhould  not 
become  mailer  of  her  per  ion,  unlefs  the 
emperor  fhould  refufe  to  redeem  her. 

That  general  made  no  delay  to  begin  his 
march  back  to  Damafcus  :  he  jullly  feared  the 
confequences  that  might  refult  from  his  expe¬ 
dition.  He  wifely  concluded  it  could  not 
have  palled  fo  fecretly  but  the  news  might 
have  reached  the  grecian  court.  He  had 
caufe  to  fufpebt  that  the  emperor  might  be 
informed  of  the  finall  number  of  his  troops, 
and  confeqoently  take  fpeedy  meafures  to  cut 
off  his  retreat  from  that  city,  and  amply  to 
revenge  hirnfelf  for  the  cruelty  with  which 
he  had  treated  its  inhabitants. 

Khaled  therefore  depaited  without  delay, 
carrying  with  him  the  few  prifoners  who  had 
efcaped  the  Daughter,  and  alfo  the  baggage  and 
other  booty  he  had  taken  in  that  expedition. 
WhilD  he  was  on  the  march,  intelligence  was 
brought  that  a  great  cloud  of  dull  was  feen 

to 
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arife,  which  Teemed  to  denote  the  arrival  ^BUBEGRE- 
of  a  confiderable  body  of  troops.  The  Muf-  chfLr!  633. 
ful man  was  at  firft  a  little  uneafy  at  the  news  ; 
but  his  fears  wTere  foon  over  at  the  account 
given  him  by  a  party  of  horfe,  whom  he  had 
fent  out  to  reconnoitre. 

They  told  him  it  was  a  bifhop,  accompa-  The  emperor 

nied  by  a  numerous  train  of  Chriftians,  who  daughter’s118 
was  come  to  demand  an  audience  of  him.  Kha-  liberty,  and 
led  having  commanded  a  halt,  the  bifhop  accoft-  ob£ams  l£- 
ed  him,  and  in  the  emperor’s  name  requeued 
he  would  fet  at  liberty  the  widow  of  general 
Thomas,  the  emperor’s  daughter.  TheMufful- 
man  made  no  difficulty  in  complying;  but 
at  the  fame  time  fpoke  to  the  bifhop  in  the 
following  terms:  “  Tell  your  mafter  there 
will  never  be  peace  between  him  and  me, 
and  if  I  now  releafe  his  daughter,  it  is  in 
hopes  that  ere  long  I  fhall  make  even  him 
my  prifoner.” 

After  having  received  this  anfwer,  the  bi~ 
fhop  retired,  and  Khaled  continued  his  march 
to  Damafcus,  where  his  arrival  greatly  re¬ 
joiced  the  troops  he  had  left  behind.  They 
began  to  be  uneafy  for  his  fafety,  and  for  the 
molt  part  were  apprehenfivc  that  the  rafli 
courage  of  that  general  had  brought  on  his 
own  deftrudlion,  as  well  as  the  lofs  of  the 
whole  detachment. 

Immediately  after  his  arrival  he  diftributed  Theyfliare 
the  whole  booty  he  had  taken  from  the  fugi-  tlie  boot7- 
lives.  It  was  divided  into  five  parts,  four 
whereof  were  given  to  the  officers  and  foldiers, 

and 
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Aeueecre.  and  the  remainder  wjs  referved  to  be  laid  up  in 
Kegyra  12.  t],e  pL1TliC  treasury.  Khaied  fent  it  away  to  the 
Caliph  with  a  letter,  in  vrhich  he  gave  him  a 
full  account  of  all  that  had  paffed  fince  the 
taking  of  Damafcus:  in  particular  he  defired  to 
know  what  refolution  had  been  taken  touching 
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the  contorts  which  had  happened  between  him 
and  Obeidah,  and  concluded  his  letter  with  a 
narrative  of  his  expedition  againft  the  Chrif- 
tians  who  had  quitted  the  city  of  Damafcus. 

Abubecre  did  not  receive  either  that  letter, 
or  the  other,  in  which  his  opinion  had  been 
asked  touching  the  grain  found  in  Damafcus. 
He  did  not  even  hear  the  news  of  the  taking 
that  place,  for  he  died  the  very  day  Khaied 
took  poffeffiûn  of  it.  Arabian  authors  dif¬ 
fer  in  their  accounts  of  that  Caliph’s  death, 
fouie  affert  he  was  poifoned  by  the  Jews  ; 
others  fay,  that  having  bathed  one  day  when 
the  weather  happened  to  be  exceffively  cold, 
he  was  feized  with  a  fever,  which  brought 
him  to  the  grave  in  a  fortnight’s  time.  This  is 
the  account  given  of  his  death  by  his  daugh¬ 
ter  Aiefha,  in  the  traditions  which  eo  under 

7  o 

her  name. 

When  Abubecre  fell  fick,he  directed  Omar 
to  repeat  the  public  prayers  in  his  ftead  ;  and 
as  he  grew  worfe,  he  called  for  his  fecretary, 
and  dictated  to  him  the  following;  will. 

In  the  name  of  the  mod  merciful  God, 
I,  Abubccre-ebn~abi-Cohafa,  being  ready  to 
depart  from  this  world  to  the  next,  do  make  my 
will ,  at  that  moment  when  infidels  believe,  when 
the  wicked  no  longer  doubt,  and  when  liars 
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fpeak  the  truth.  I  nominate  Omar-ebn-al- 
Khetab  to  be  my  fucceffor  from  the  good  opi¬ 
nion  I  have  of  his  integrity.  I  think  he  will 
rule  according  to  juftice  ;  if  he  doth  ctherwife, 
he  will  receive  according  to  his  works.  I  have 
afted  for  the  beft,  but  I  cannot  dive  into 
mens  fecret  thoughts.  Finally,  fuch  as  do  evil 
will  furely  be  punifhed  for  their  mif-deeds. 
Aft  uprightly,  and  may  the  bleffing  of  God 
be  upon  you.” 

Omar  heard  with  great  indifference  of  what 
the  Caliph  had  done  in  his  favour  ;  not  that 
he  wanted  a  due  fenfe  of  Abubecre’s  friend- 
fhip,  and  the  truft  he  repofed  in  him,  but 
being  eafy  and  happy  in  leading  a  private  life, 
he  had  no  ambition  for  eminent  poftsor  digni¬ 
ties,  which  are  ever  attended  with  pains  and  per¬ 
plexities.  He  had  a  very  long  conference  on 
that  fubjeft  with  the  Caliph,  and  ufed  his  ut- 
mofl  endeavours  to  make  him  alter  his  mind, 
defiring  h  m  particularly  to  confider,  that  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  way  of  thinking,honours  would 
in  no  wife  contribute  to  his  quiet. 

Abubecre  very  kindly  anfwered,  that  the 
digniry  in  queftion  flood  in  need  of  fuch  a 
perfon  as  he  to  poffefs  it  ;  that  it  was  a  gift 
which  he  ought  not  to  confider  folely  as  a 
teftimony  of  his  friendfhip,  butas  the  ftrong- 
eft  proof  he  could  give  of  his  zeal  and 
love  for  the  people.  Omar  could  not  hold 
out  any  longer,  but  complied  with  what  the 
Caliph  had  refolved  on.  The  reft  of  the  confe¬ 
rence  Abubecre  employed  in  giving  him  fuch 
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Abubecre.  inflruftions  as  he  thought  proper  for  the  go- 
Hegyra  12.  yernment  of  the  ftate. 

o  SL-f ®  ^  1 3  *  c*  r*  1  c 

So  loon  as  the  conference  was  over,  Omar 
retired;  and  Abubecre  forthwith  lifting  his 
hands  and  eyes  towards  heaven,  began  to 
Abubecre's  pray  with  great  fervency.  cc  Oh  God  !”  cried 
prayer.  he,  <£  thou  knoweft  I  have  nought  in  view 
but  the  good  of  the  people  ;  grant  that  Omar 
may  be  a  good  prince  ;  fpread  abroad  the 
dodxine  of  the  prophet  during  his  reign  ; 
but  may  it  be  thy  will  at  the  fame  time  to 
make  the  profefibrs  thereof  upright  menA 
He  died  in  a  fhort  time,  and  was  greatly  la¬ 
mented  by  all  hisTubje&s.  His  reign  lafted 
but  two  years  *,  three  months,  and  nine 
days. 

Hischara&er.  Such  was  the  end  of  the  firft  Caliph  of  the 
Arabians  ;  a  prince  truly  valuable  for  his 
chaftity,  temperance,  modefty  and  frugality. 
During  his  whole  life,  he  fhewed  an  admirable 
indifference  for  riches,  honours,  and  all  that 
conftitute  the  happinefs  of  mankind  in  this 
world.  He  was  not  dazzled  even  with  the 
glitter  of  a  diadem;  and  it  has  appeared,  that 
love  for  the  public  good,  and  a  defire  to  pre- 
ferve  the  tranquillity  of  the  ftate,  were  the 
foie  motives  for  his  afcending  the  throne, 
which  he  was  ever  ready  to  quit,  the  moment 
the  happinefs  of  Arabia  required  it. 

He  commanded  his  daughter  Aiefha  to  give 
to  the  poor  all  he  had  gained  during  the  time 

*  It  mu  ft  be  obferved  that  tliofe  were  lunar  years,  and 
confequently  twenty -two  days  ftiorterthan  ours. 
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he  had  been  Caliph.  He  was  always  ready  Abub 
to  fuccour  the  diftreffed,  and  efpecially  perfons 
of  merit  who  were  indigent.  Every  week 
he  made  a  diftribution  of  the  money  which 
he  found  in  the  public  treafury  ;  part  of  it  he 
gave  to  his  foldiery,  the  reft  he  beftowed 
on  the  poor  and  needy,  efpecially  fuch  as  had 
merit.  That  diftribution  was  made  on  each 
Friday  night.  Fie  feldom  kept  any  money 
for  him! elf,  being  content  with  the  eftate 
derived  to  him  from  his  anceftors  :  he  lived 
on  this  income  of  his  patrimony,  infomuch 
that  during  the  two  years  he  reigned,  he  took 
only  three  drachmas  out  of  the  treafury, 
which  he  looked  on  to  be  a  reward,  he  faid, 
for  all  his  fervices. 

It  is  related  on  that  occafion  that  Omar, 
hearing  the  great  commendations  which  were 
beftowed  on  the  extraordinary  difinterefted- 
nefs  of  Abubecre,  was  wont  to  fay,  that  the 
Caliph  had  left  his  fucceffors  a  very  difficult 
pattern  to  follow. 

Such  arabian  hiftorians  as  have  given  us  a 

I  picture  of  that  great  man,  have  defcribed  him  as 
being  tall  and  well  made,  but  a  little  inclinable 
to  be  lean,  of  a  very  florid  complexion,  and 
his  beard  a  little  thin,  which  he  ufed  to  paint 
and  dye  after  the  manner  of  the  orientals. 

Some  affirm  it  was  he  that  collected  into 
one  volume  the  feveral  chapters  of  the  Al¬ 
coran,  which  in  the  days  of  Mahomet  were  in 
loofe  fheets  ;  and  which  volume  was  given  in 
charge  to  Hafhah,  daughter  of  Omar,  and  one 
of  the  prophet’s  wives. 
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OMAR  was  acknowledged  Caliph  with-* 
out  the  leaft  oppofition.  The  precau¬ 
tion  Abubecre  had  taken  to  nominate  him 
for  his  fucceffor,  prevented  all  difturbances 
that  otherwife  might  have  arifen  ;  infomuch 
that  Ali,  who  in  feme  meafure  laid  claim 
to  that  dignity  at  the  time  the  firft  Caliph 
was  elected,  did  not  make  the  leaft  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  promotion  of  the  prefent. 

They  gave  him  at  firft  the  title  of  Caliph  of 
the  Caliph  of  the  apoftle  of  God,  that  is  to 
fay,  fucceffor  to  the  iucceftor  of  Mahomet. 
But  Omar  having  reprelented  in  the  af- 
fembly  of  the  Mufiulmen,  that  in  the  fequel 
the  word  Caliph  would  be  repeated  ad  infi¬ 
nitum  in  a  courfe  of  fucceffion,  Mogai- 
rah-ebn-Schaad  rofe  up,  and  propofed  an 
expedient  to  avoid  the  inconvenience  in 
queftion.  “  My  lord,”  faid  he  to  him,  “  you 
are  our  Emir  3”  (that  is  to  fay  commander) 
“and  we  are  all,  through  God’s  mercy,  Mou- 
meninsff  (that  is  to  fay  faithful)  “  receive 


*  The  Arabians  Teem  to  have  been  puzzled  by  a  trifle  ; 
for  if  inftead  of  a  repetition  of  the  words  Caliph  of  the 
Caliph,  or  fucceflor  of  the  fuccefi’or,  and  fo  ad  inflnitum, 
they  had  made  ufe  of  the  numerical  order  as  we  do,  the 
mighty  difficulty  would  have  vaniihed. 


therefore 


the  ARABIANS.  159 

therefore  the  title  we  give  you  of  Emir-al-  Omar. 
Moumenin.”  The  whole  affembiy  applauded  ^f£>Ta  1 3- 
Mogairah’s  propofal,  and  Omar  was  the  firft  ^n'  634” 

Caliph  diftinguilhed  by  the  title  of  comman¬ 
der  of  the  faithful,  which  alfo  was  affumed 
by  his  fucceffor. 

So  foon  as  Omar  was  acknowledged  fo- 
vereign,  he  went  to  the  mofque,  where  he 
mounted  the  pul  nit  and  harangued  the  peo¬ 
ple.  He  gave  them  to  underhand,  that  he 
had  been  induced  to  take  charge  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  only  from  a  thorough  perfuafion  of 
their  fubmifiion,  their  obedience,  their  love 
for  their  country,  and,  above  all,  their  zeal 
for  Mahometifm.  He  concluded  with  giving 
them  fome  moral  inftrudiions,  and  fo  the 
ceremony  of  his  inauguration  ended. 

The  new  Caliph  finding  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  the  (late,  took  fuch  meafures  as  he 
thought  the  mofc  conducive  both  to  the 
good  of  the  fuhjedt,  and  advancement  of 
religion. 

The  letter  which  brought  an  account  of  Omar  gives 
the  taking  of  Damafcus  not  arriving  at  Me-  ^ec^^and 
din  a  till  fome  time  after  Abubecre’s  death,  obeidah. 
was  delivered  to  Omar  ;  and  fo  foon  as  he  had 
perufed  it,  he  formed  a  refolution  of  taking 
the  chief  command  from  Khaled,  and  giving 
it  to  Obeidah.  That  change  was  not  effedted 
without  oppofition  from  the  Muflulmen. 

Khaled  had  a  ftrong  party  at  Medina,  who 
looked  upon  him  to  be  the  greateft  general 
of  the  nation  3  infomuch  that  Omar  had  no 

fooner 
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Omar,  fooner  declared  his  intentions  to  the  aflem- 
ChSxr  6^34  bly,  than  a  murmur  was  heard,  which  plainly 
fhewed  they  were  not  all  of  the  Caliph's 
opinion. 

A  young  Muffulman  undertaking  to  fpeak 
in  the  name  of  Khaled’s  friends,  ftrongly  repre- 
fented  that  this  general  had  been  the  inftru- 
ment  heaven  was  pleafed  to  make  ufe  of  to 
extend  the  conquefts  of  the  nation,  and  to 
propagate  religion  ;  and  therefore  they  could 
not  deprive  him  of  the  command  without 
being  accountable  to  God  himfelf,  for  the 
injury  fuch  a  change  would  certainly  do  to 
the  ftate  in  general,  and  to  Mahometifm  in 
particular. 

Thefe  remonftrances,  which  were  well 
founded,  made  fome  impreffion  upon  the 
Caliph,  but  did  not  prevent  him  from  exe¬ 
cuting  his  defign.  He  alledged  no  other 
reafon  for  his  refolution,  than  that  Obeidah 
was  of  a  mild  difpofition,  and  compaiiionate 
to  the  foldiers  :  that  Khaled,  on  the  contrary, 
was  a  hot  man,  ruled  by  his  furious  temper, 
who  lavifhed  the  lives  of  the  troops,  and 
whofe  fucceffes  were  rather  owing  to  his 
good  fortune  than  his  prudence. 

Omar  therefore  purfued  his  purpofe  3  he 
anfwered  the  letter  which  brought  the  news 
of  the  taking  of  Damafcus,  and  diredted  his 
anfwer  to  Obeidah,  whom  he  informed  at 
the  fame  time  of  the  death  of  Abubecre,  his 
being  appointed  Caliph,  and  the  choice  he 
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made  of  that  officer  to  be  commander  in  Omar. 
chief  in  the  room  of  Khaled.  634. 

Obeidah  received  the  letter  at  the  very  obe-da^s 
time  Khaled  was  purfuing  the  inhabitants  of  perplexity  on 
Damafcus.  He  was  greatly  fiirprized  at  his  being  pro- 
the  information  it  contained,  and  ftill  more  motcd‘ 
at  his  promotion  to  the  command  of  the 
army.  His  natural  modefty  and  want  of 
ambition  rendered  him  very  indifferent  to 
high  polls  and  eminent  dignities  3  and  he- 
fides,  he  felt  the  utmoff  reluCtance  to  dif- 
poffefs  Khaled  of  his  employment.  He  was 
therefore  at  a  lofs  what  ufe  to  make  of  the  let¬ 
ter  he  had  received.  But  as  the  general’s  ab- 
fence  afforded  him  time  for  reflection,  he  re- 
folved  to  keep  to  himfelf  the  contents  of  the 
Caliph’s  letter  ;  infomuch  that  when  Khaled 
returned,  Obeidah  fuffered  him  to  write  again 
to  Medina,  to  give  an  account  of  his  laft  ex¬ 
ploit;  and  as  his  troops  had  not  the  leaf! 
knowledge  of  the  change  that  had  happened 
in  the  Caliphfhip,  the  letter  was  directed  to 
Abubecre. 

The  difpatch  having  been  delivered  to 
Omar,  he  was  aftonifhed  to  find  they  were 
ftill  ftrangers  in  Syria  to  the  alteration  which 
had  happened  in  the  flate.  Befides  Obei- 
dah’s  filence  feemed  to  him  a  greater  myftery, 
as  by  availing  himfelf  of  that  letter  by  which 
he  was  declared  commander  in  chief,  he 
might  eafily  have  put  an  end  to  the  difputes 
he  had  with  Khaled,  and  on  which  the  lat¬ 
ter  begged  his  direClions. 
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Omar.  Omar  immediately  returned  an  anfwer, 
Kegyra  13.  he  again  directed  to  Obeidah.  But 

left  that  general  either  thro’  modefty,  or  for 
any  other  caufe,  fhould  conceal  the  fécond 
letter  as  well  as  the  firft,  he  gave  orders  to 
an  officer  of  diftindtion,  named  Schaddad- 
ebn-AuSj  to  carry  it  to  Damafcus,  to  read 
it  in  prefence  of  the  Muffulmen,  and  then  to 
proclaim  him  Caliph  at  the  head  of  the 
troops. 

Sehaddad  arriving  foon  at  Damafcus, 
waited  on  Khaled,  whom  he  informed  of 
Abubecre’s  death,  and  Omar’s  election.  He 
th  en  told  him  he  had  brought  a  letter  from 
the  new  Caliph  directed  to  Obeidah;  but  that 
he  was  commanded  to  read  it  in  prefence  of 
all  the  faithful.  Khaled,  who  knew  he  was 
no  favourite  with  Omar,  eafily  forefaw  that 
as  the  letter  was  not  directed  to  him,  it  mu  ft 
contain  orders  to  his  prejudice;  and  he  foon 
learned  his  fate  even  from  the  Caliph’s  en¬ 
voy,  who  made  no  fecret  of  the  change 
which  perfonally  concerned  him. 

Grief  of  the  When  the  letter  was  read,  the  aflembly 


army  tor  the  feemed  to  difregard  all  the  contents,  fave 


death  of  Abu 
becre 


only  what  related  to  the  death  of  Abubecre, 
whofe  lofs  filled  the  army  with  affliction. 
In  truth  that  Caliph  had  been  always  greatly 
loved  and  efteemed  by  his  fubjefts,  and  it 
was  manifeft  that  he  looked  on  them  all  as 
his  children  ;  wherefore  he  was  lamented  by  | 
all  the  Muffulmen  as  if  each  of  them  had  loft 
a  father. 

In 
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In  refpeét  to  Khaled  he  never  appeared 
fo  great,  fo  noble,  thro’  his  gallant  exploits 
and  military  talents,  as  on  account  of  his  be¬ 
haviour  on  this  occafion.  He  muft  have 
felt  an  inward  fatisfadtion  to  fee  the  grief 
fhewn  by  a  great  number  of  his  officers  and 
foldiers  at  his  being  put  out  of  the  com¬ 
mand  ;  but  for  his  part,  he  demeaned  him- 
felf  with  lignai  modefty  and  moderation,  and 
paid  an  implicit  obedience  to  the  Caliph’s 
orders. 

He  caufed  him  to  be  proclaimed  at  Da- 
mafcus,  and  immediately  after  the  ceremony, 
he  refigned  the  command  to  Obeidah.  The 
new  general  was  extremely  perplexed  in  this 
juncture.  He  was  fenfible  how  greatly  fuch 
a  general  as  Khaled  would  contribute  to  the 
fuccefs  of  his  undertakings,  and  he  was  juftly 
appreheniive  that  the  brave  Mufiulman,  ex- 
afperated  to  find  himfelf  laid  afide  in  the  ca¬ 
reer  of  his  conquefts,  might  be  difgufted 
with  the  fervice,  and  quit  the  army  3  but 
Khaled  foon  removed  his  fears. 

cc  I  well  knew,”  faid  he,  c£  that  Omar 
did  not  love  me  ;  but  he  is  our  Caliph,  and 
I  fubmit  to  his  commands.  It  fliall  not  be  faid 
my  zeal  is  flackened,  and  I  will  prove  it  on 
every  occafion  in  which  he  fhall  think  fit  to 
I  employ  me.” 

A  fubmiffion  fo  worthy  admiration,  and 
which  could  proceed  only  from  a  foul  truly 
great,  gained  Khaled  as  much  honour  as 
ij  a  victory  could  have  procured  him.  Obei- 
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Omar,  dah,  on  his  part,  being  fenfible  of  the  great 
Hcgyra  13.  advantages  which  would  refult  from  fo  he- 
ær.  634.  f0*c  an  example,  renewed  his  efteem  for 
the  general,  and  thought  he  could  not  bet¬ 
ter  place  his  confidence  than  in  aman  who 
fhewed  fuch  exalted  fentiments. 

The  Arabi-  So  foon  as  Obeidah  had  taken  on  him  the 
ans  march  to  command  of  the  army,  he  turned  his 

na%,  wTere  thoughts  to  the  making  conquefts.  He  was 
a  great  fair  confidering  which  way  he  fhould  bend  his 
was  held.  force,  when  a  Chriftian,  who  carried  on  a 
correfpondence  with  the  Arabians,  came 
and  informed  him,  that  a  fair  opportunity 
offered  of  taking  a  very  valuable  booty  from 
the  Greeks.  He  told  him,  that  a  few  leagues 
from  Damafcus  was  a  famous  monaftery 
called  Dair  Abil  Kodos,  or  the  monaftery 
of  the  holy  father,  which  ftood  between 
Tripoli  and  Harran,  where  on  Eafter  day 
(fo  folemnly  kept  by  the  Chriftians)  a  great 
fair  was  annually  held,  to  which  was  brought 
immenfe  riches,  confifting  of  merchandize  of 
all  kinds  ;  and  that  he  might  fo  much  the 
more  eafily  make  himfelf  matter  of  them,  as 
the  Grecians  fcarce  ever  kept  any  guard 
there,  or  if  they  did,  it  was  a  very  weak 
one. 

Obeidah  forthwith  refolved  to  fend  out  a 
detachment  on  that  expedition,  and  afked  of 
feveral  officers  then  prefent,  which  of  them 
would  take  upon  him  the  command.  He  at 
the  fame  timecaft  a  look  on  Khaled,  who  was. 
amongft  them,  but  he  dared  not  afk  him  to >» 
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march.  Khaled  on  his  part  was  not  forward  Omar. 
in  offering  his  fervice;  and  Abdallah-ebn-  ^eS>Ta  l3- 
Giafar  having  agreed  to  undertake  it,  the  Ch‘  æi' ^ 
general  gave  him  his  orders,  and  put  under 
his  command  five  hundred  horfe.  The 
Chriftian  who  propofed  the  enterprize,  filled 
the  meafure  of  his  treachery  by  offering  to 
guide  the  detachment.  He  conducted  them 
to  a  little  diftance  from  the  monaftery,  and 
bid  Abdallah  refrefli  his  troops,  whilft  he 
fhould  go  and  reconnoitre  what  paffed  there¬ 
abouts. 

But  things  turned  out  quite  contrary  to 
his  expeditions.  The  fair  had  never  before 
been  fo  crouded  ;  and  the  concourfe  was 
much  encreafed  by  the  arrival  of  the  gover¬ 
nor  of  Tripoli  and  his  daughter,  who  had 
been  lately  married  to  a  lord  of  the  greateft 
rank.  He  was  accompanied  by  a  very  nu¬ 
merous  retinue,  and  it  was  reckoned  he  had 
with  him  near  five  thoufand  men  well  armed. 

In  the  monaftery  dwelt  an  antient  monk, 
highly  efteemed  for  the  fandity  and  aufte- 
rity  of  his  life.  He  had  gained  fo  great  a  re¬ 
putation,  that  people  flocked  to  him  from 
all  parts  to  implore  the  affiftan  ce  of  his  prayers, 
and  not  a  marriage  of  any  confequence  was 
had,  but  the  new-married  couple  came  to 
beg  his  bleffing  ;  to  which  end,  the  gover¬ 
nor  came  there  with  his  daughter  and  fon- 
in-law. 

The  Chriftian  having  viewed  the  poflure 
of  affairs,  returned  to  make  his  report  to 
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Abdallah,  and  was  the  firft  to  fay  that  no  at¬ 
tempt  could  fafely  be  made  on  fo  great  a 
number  of  people.  The  Mahometan  offi¬ 
cers  were  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  told  their 
commander,  they  thought  it  was  the  beft 
way  to  return  ;  but  Abdallah  replied  with  an 
air  of  intrepidity,  cc  For  my  own  part,  I  will 
not  return  without  fighting  :  then  follow  me 
who  will,  and  as  to  the  reft  I  (hall  not  be 
difpleafed  with  them.” 

The  Arabians  being  encouraged  by  thefe 
words,  affured  their  commander  they  were 
ready  to  follow  him,  and  fhare  both  the  glory 
and  danger  of  the  event.  The  Chriftian  find- 
the  attack  was  refolved  on,  advifed  Abdallah 
to  defer  it  till  the  next  day,  when  all  the 
merchandize  would  be  exhibited. 

Abdallah  followed  the  Chriftian’s  advice, 
and  palled  the  intervening  time  in  making  the 
neceffary  preparations  forfucceeding  in  his  en- 
terprize.  He  divided  his  men  into  four  com¬ 
panies,  and  charged  them  not  to  think  of 
pillage,  but  to  be  vigilant  in  putting  to  the 
fword  all  fuch  as  appeared  before  them. 

The  next  morning  Abdallah  having  given 
the  lignai,  his  troops  in  five  different  places 
fell  on  all  fuch  as  were  prefent  at  the  fair. 
For  a  time  there  was  a  horrid  Daughter,  du- 
ring  which  the  Arabians  met  with  no  refin¬ 
ance  3  but  the  foldiers  who  accompanied  the 
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governor  having  been  drawn  up,  marched 
in  order  of  battle  againft  the  Arabians,  and 
were  preparing  tofurround  them. 
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A  mahometan  officer,  called  Abdollah- 
ebn- Anis,  obferving  they  were  about  to  make 
that  motion,  forefaw  the  whole  detachment 
would  be  cut  in  pieces,  if  it  was  not  fpeedily 
fuccoured.  He  therefore  rode  oft  with  great 
precipitation,  and  informed  Obeidah  of  the 
extremity  to  vvhich  his  men  were  reduced. 

As  there  was  no  time  to  be  loft,  Obeidah 
thought  he  could  do  nothing  better  than  ap¬ 
ply  himfelf  to  Khaled  :  “  In  God’s  name,” 
laid  he  to  him,  cc  do  not  fail  me  in  this  exi¬ 
gency,  but  go  and  relieve  our  brethren.” 
Khaled  immediately  obeyed.  He  took  with 
him  Derar,  and  fome  other  officers  of  known 
bravery,  and  being  accompanied  by  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  chofen  horfe,  he  marched  with 
the  utmoft  expedition  to  the  place  where  the 
encounter  was. 

He  arrived  very  opportunely  ;  the  Ara¬ 
bians,  fatigued  and  quite  dejedted  by  a  long- 
combat,  were  on  the  point  of  yielding,  when 
Khaled  falling  on  the  Greeks  with  his  accuf- 
tomed  impetuoftty,  broke  through  the  ring 
they  had  formed  round  the  Mufliilmen,  and 
at  laft  joined  them.  His  prefence  had  a 
furprizing  effedt  :  the  Arabians  feemed  in- 
fpired  with  frefh  courage,  and  being  feconded 
by  the  troops  which  Khaled  had  brought 
with  him,  they  forced  the  Grecians  to  give 
way,  and  put  them  to  the  rout.  A  great 
number  of  Chriftians  were  flain  on  the  fpot, 
and  amongft  others  the  governor  of  Tripoli, 
who  fell  by  the  hand  of  Derar. 
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The  aftlon  being  over,  they  took  poflef- 
fton  of  the  monaftery,  wherein  they  found 
itnmenfe  booty  in  money  and  rich  merchan¬ 
dizes,  which  were  brought  thither  on  account 
of  the  fair.  The  number  of  their  prifoners 
was  alfo  very  conftderable.  Amongft  others 
they  took  the  young  bride,  and  forty  women, 
her  attendants,  whom  Khaled  fent  to  Da- 
mafcus.  But  ere  he  departed,  he  caufed 
them  to  bring  before  him  the  venerable 
monk,  the  oracle  of  Syria,  whofe  prayers 
(as  has  been  before  obferved)  were  held  in 
great  efteem.  Khaled  was  defirous  of  afking 
him  feme  queftions  ;  but  inftead  of  anfwer- 
ing  them,  the  old  man  took  the  liberty  to  re¬ 
proach  him  for  his  cruelty,  and  to  threaten 
him  with  the  vengeance  of  heaven.  cc  Why 
fhouldlfear  it?57  replied  Khaled, cc  fmceGod 
commanded  his  prophet  to  make  war  againft 
the  Chriftians.  And  I  fhould  not  have  fpared 
you  any  more  than  the  reft,  if  the  apoftle 
of  God  had  not  commanded  us  to  do  no 
hurt  to  men  of  your  profeffionfe  After  this 
fliort  conference  Khaled  dimifled  the  monk3 
and  gave  him  leave  to  dwell  in  the  mo- 
naftery. 

The  Arabians  returned  forthwith  to  Da- 
mafcus,  loaded  with  the  riches  they  had 
taken  from  the  Greeks.  It  was  divided 
amongft  the  fcldiers,  after  the  fifth  part  had 
been  deducted  for  the  public  treafury.  The 
prifoners  were  alfo  fhared,  and  Abdallah 
having  requefted  that  the  daughter  of  the 
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governor  of  Tripoli  might  be  allotted  to  Omar. 
him,  it  was  granted,  but  not  till  the  Ca-^IeS7ra^3* 
liph’s  confent  was  thereto  obtained.  ’  ær‘  3"4* 

A  particular  account  of  this  tranfaclion  Obeidah’s 
was  direCtly  fent  to  Medina.  Obeidah  was  tiie 
not  fparing  in  his  commendations  of  Ab¬ 
dallah,  who  began  the  enterprize  ;  nor  of 
Khaled,  to  whole  activity  they  were  indebt¬ 
ed  for  its  fuccefs.  He  widely  expatiated  on 
the  great  obligations  they  had  to  the  latter, 
and  even  begged  of  the  Caliph  that  he  would 
write  to  him  in  particular,  and  let  him 
know  he  was  well  pleafed  with  his  condudt. 

He  alfo  defired  he  would  give  directions 
what  meafures  he  fhould  take  with  feveral 
MuiTul men  who  had  broken  the  prophet’s 
law,  by  drinking  wine*.  He  concluded  his 


*  Mahomet’s  followers  are  forbid  the  ufe  of  wine.  “They 
will  afk  thee  concerning  wine,  and  the  games  of  chance,” 
faid  God  to  Mahomet  in  the  Alcoran.  “  Tell  them  there 
is  great  fm  in  the  one,  and  in  the  other.”  And  in  another 
part  of  the  fame  book,  “  O  you  that  believe,  furely  wine, 
games  of  chance,  images,  and  the  arrows  of  fortune,  are  an 
abomination  of  the  works  of  Satan  ;  therefore  avoid  them, 
that  ye  may  profper.” 

Some  interpreters,  however,  have  drove  to  mitigate  the 
rigour  of  this  prohibition,  faying,  the  excefs  of  them  was 
only  forbidden.  On  that  account  they  cite  this  other  paf- 
fage  of  the  Alcoran,  by  which  wine  feems  to  be  allowed  of  : 
“  And  of  the  fruits  of  palm-trees  and  grapes  ye  obtain  an 
inebriating  liquor,  and  alfo  good  nourifhment  Verily  here¬ 
in  is  a  hgn  unto  people  who  underflan d. 

It  is  ptetended  that  Mahomet  prohibited  the  ufe  of  wine, 
only  becaufe  it  had  like  to  have  killed  him  at  an  enter¬ 
tainment  the  Jews  gave  him,  where  the  company  drank  to 
excefs.  Others  attribute  it  to  a  reafon  founded  on  policy, 
which  forbids  the  ufe  of  wine  and  games  of  chance,  as  the 
common  fource  of  all  quarrels. 

Gagnier’s  life  of  Mahomet,  vol.  II.  book  3. 
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anfwer  to  the 
letter. 


Omar,  letter  with  confulting  him  on  the  future  ope- 
*?esyra  *3*  rations  of  the  campaign,  and  defired  to 
4  ær‘  34‘  be  informed  whether  he  fhould  under¬ 
take  the  conqueft  of  Antioch,  or  that  of 
Jerufalem. 

The  Caliph’s  The  Caliph  anfwered  every  article  of  the 

letter,  except  that  relating  to  Khaled.  No¬ 
thing  could  prevail  on  him  to  entertain  a 
favourable  opinion  of  that  officer  ;  of  whom, 
however,  it  does  not  appear  he  had  any  juft 
caufe  of  complaint.  In  refpecft  to  the  breach 
of  the  law,  Omar  directed  that  fuch  as 
drank  wine  fhould  be  punifhed  by  receiving 
twenty  baftinadoes  each  on  the  foies  of 
their  feet.  This  order  was  put  in  execution, 
and  there  were  even  fome  amongft  them, 
who,  without  being  charged,  accufed  them- 
felves  through  zeal  to  religion,  and  readily 
fubmitted  to  that  fevere  punifhment.  As 
to  the  operations  of  war,  the  Caliph  de¬ 
clined  giving  the  general  any  plan,  but  left 
him  at  liberty  to  carry  his  arms  whitherfo- 
ever  he  thought  beft. 

Obeidah  forthwith  called  a  council  of 
war,  and  it  was  there  refolved,  that  the 
army  fhould  march  with  all  fpeed  to  Aleppo, 
and  afterwards  form  the  fiege  of  Antioch. 
He  afterwards  appointed  Kkaled  to  com¬ 
mand  a  large  detachment,  with  which  he 
ordered  that  officer  to  march  before  him. 
He  followed  him  in  a  few  days,  and  left 
in  Damafcus  a  garrifon  of  five  hundred 
horfe.  When  he  had  ioined  Khaled,  he  fent 

him 
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him  out  to  ravage  the  territories  of  Emeffa  Omar. 
and  Kennefrin,  whilft  he  fhould  go  and^e§yra!3- 
attack  Baalbeck,  a  city  formerly  known  by  Ch‘ ær*  6340 
the  name  of  Heliopolis. 

But  as  he  was  on  the  march,  a  courier  The  Caliph 
brought  him  from  the  Caliph  an  order  to  ordeni  fege  to 
begin  his  conquefts  by  taking  the  city  of  t0 
EmefTa.  The  reafons  which  induced  Omar 
to  form  that  refolution,  were  contained  in 
the  letter  he  fent  to  Obeidah.  After  the 
ufual  introduction,  cc  Jn  the  name  of  God 
molt  merciful,”  &c.  it  went  on  as  follows  : 

cc  Giabalah-ebn-Aihan,  of  the  tribe  of 
Galfan,  coming  fome  time  ago  to  vilit  us, 
together  with  his  kinsfolk  and  other  chiefs 
of  his  tribe,  I  gave  them  a  kind  reception, 
and  they  went  with  us  the  pilgrimage  to 
Mecca,  where  they  performed  all  the  ufual 
ceremonies,  going  feven  times  round  the 
temple.  Fezerah,  who  was  behind  him, 
accidentally  trod  on  his  garment,  which  he 
caufed  to  fall  off  his  Ihoulders  :  he  protelled 
at  the  fame  time  that  he  was  forely  grieved 
thereat,  and  had  not  defignedly  done  the 
deed.  But  Giabalah,  not  heeding  his  ex- 
cufe,  fmote  him  fo  violently  on  the  face, 
that  he  broke  his  nofe,  and  beat  out  four 
of  his  teeth.  Fezerah  immediately  came 
before  me.  I  heard  his  complaint  ;  and  in 
confequence  thereof,  having  caufed  Giaba¬ 
lah  alfo  to  appear,  I  afked  him  why  he  ill- 
treated  a  MuiTulman,  who  had  juftified  him- 
felf  to  him.  He  anfwered,  that  had  it  not 
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Omar,  been  for  the  refpedt  he  bore  to  the  temple, 
Hegyra  13.  fae  would  have  killed  Fezerah,  for  having 
4  ær'  34’  fhewed  the  nakednefs  of  his  fhoulders,  by 
treading  on  his  veftment.  You  condemn 
yourfelf  out  of  your  own  mouth,  anfwered 
I  ;  and  unlefs  the  injured  perfon  will  pardon 
you,  I  muff  punifh  you  according  to  the 
lex  talionis*.  Confider  I  am  a  king,  re¬ 
plied  he,  and  the  other  but  a  bafe  peafant. 
That  matters  not,  laid  I,  before  the  God 
men  adore  there  is  no  refpedt  of  perfons. 
He  intreated,  that  I  would  defer  the  pu- 
nifhment  till  the  next  day,  and  I  had  even 
gained  the  confent  of  the  party  wronged, 
but  in  the  night-time  Giabalah  and  his 
friends  made  their  efcape,  and  I  hear  they 
have  taken  refuge  in  Emeffa.  Go,  there¬ 
fore,  without  delay,  and  befiege  the  city, 
that  he  may  be  pun  idled  for  fo  heinous  a 
breach  of  his  duty/' 

J 

The  Arabians  Obeidah  therefore  immediately  began  his 
E ke (fi6  city  niarch  for  Emeffa,  and  ordered  Khaled  (who 
terms  T  °R  was  gone  lay  wafte  the  adjacent  country) 
to  begin  the  fiege  of  that  place.  All  cir- 
cumftances  fell  out  as  favourably  as  could 
be  wifhed.  Upon  a  report  which  was  fpread 
that  the  Arabians  were  going  to  attack  Baal- 
beck,  the  inhabitants  of  Emeffa  had  neglefted 
to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  city,  and 
were  far  from  expecting  fo  hidden  a  vifit  from 

*  Mahomet  hath  adopted  the  lex  talionis,  by  which  a 
perion  was  condemned  to  fufFer  the  fame  punifhment  he 
ïnfiiéted  on  another. 
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the  enemy.  Befides,  the  governor  of  the  Omar. 
place  died  the  very  day  Khaled  fat  down  ^2yra  I3* 
before  the  walls,  and  they  had  no  perfon  ^1,634‘ 
fit  to  fucceed  him  on  fo  important  an  occa- 
fion.  But  they  made  a  motion,  which  faved 
the  town  from  the  impending  danger  ;  in- 
ftead  of  thinking  of  a  defence,  they  had 
recourfe  to  negotiation,  and  the  expedient 
fucceeded. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  Giabalah  ad- 
vifed  them  to  treat  ;  and  indeed  he  was 
more  concerned  than  any  other  perfon,  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  taking  the  city  by 
Harm.  The  knowledge  he  had  of  Obei- 
dah’s  humane  and  gentle  difpofition,  might 
give  him  hopes  he  would  confent  to  an  ac¬ 
commodation,  and  it  is  likely  that  he  induc¬ 
ed  the  inhabitants  to  demand  a  conference 
with  that  general. 

Happily  for  them,  he  arrived  in  a  fhort 
time  afterKhaied;for  if  the  latter  had  been  left 
a  few  days  more  to  himfelf,  the  city  would 
have  been  undone.  The  fiercenefs  of  that 
captain  made  him  an  enemy  to  negotiations. 

Obeidah  therefore  received  the  deputies  of 
Emeffa  ;  he  kindly  liftened  to  their  propo- 
fais,  and  as  they  offered  to  pay  a  large  tri¬ 
bute,  he  confented  to  grant  them  a  fufpen- 
lion  of  arms  for  a  year. 

That  general  gave  a  new  proof  of  his  Mance  of 
humanity,  in  an  event  which  happened  Pub^n^s 
about  the  fame  time.  A  muffulman  officer 
having  been  fent  out  to  fcour  the  country 
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for  intelligence,  returned  with  an  immenfe 
booty,  as  well  in  cattle  and  money,  as  pri- 
foners,  whofe  number  amounted  to  about 
four  hundred.  The  groans  which  were  ut¬ 
tered  by  the  wretched  captives  when  they 
entered  the  arabian  camp,  made  fuch  an 
impreffion  on  the  tender-hearted  Obeidah, 
that  he  refolved  to  fet  them  at  liberty  :  but 
that  he  might  not  take  the  whole  on  him- 
felf,  he  confulted  his  chief  officers  :  and 
they,  finding  their  general  would  be  pleafed 
if  they  fhould  incline  to  the  fide  of  mercy, 
were  of  opinion  the  prifoners  fhould  be  re¬ 
leafed,  on  payment  of  a  tribute  of  four 
pieces  of  gold,  which  they  engaged  to  pay  for 
each  head.  After  proper  fecurity  was  taken 
for  the  payment  thereof,  Obeidah  fuffered 
the  prifoners  to  depart,  and  even  caufed  what 
had  been  taken  from  them  to  be  reflored. 

This  inftance  of  goodnefs  more  highly 
promoted  the  fuccefs  of  the  mahometan  af¬ 
fairs,  than  the  muft  rigorous  condu£t  could 
have  done.  Khaled’s  cruelty  had  made  the 
Muffulmen  odious,  which  conduct  had  pro¬ 
bably  given  the  Caliph  an  averfion  to  him. 
Obeidah,  on  the  contrary,  gained  the  af¬ 
fections  of  all  men  by  his  mildnefs  and  mo¬ 
deration.  Many  cities  even  came  volunta¬ 
rily,  and  fubmitted  to  the  mahometan  go¬ 
vernment  3  and  they  thought  themfelves 
happy,  that  on  payment  of  a  tribute  they 
could  fecure  their  liberty,  and  maintain  the 
free  exercife  of  their  religion. 


Thefe 


the  A  R  A  B  I  A  N  S.  175 

4 

Thefe  new  tributaries  were  of  infinite  life  Omar. 
to  the  Mufllilmen,  and  often  aflifted  them  pugyra,i3’ 
with  their  councils  how  to  betray  the  Chrif-  *r*  34" 
tians.  Such  was  the  fuecefs  of  the  gentle 
dealings,  the  prudence,  %or,  if  you  will,  the 
policy  of  Obeidah,  whofe  plan  was  to  pre- 
ferve  and  win  over  to  his  intereft  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  all  the  conquered  places. 

Kennefrin,  a  city  of  Syria,  fituate  at  aThegover- 

little  diftance  from  Aleppo,  was  one  of  nefrhf pro- " 
thofe  which  furrendered  on  terms  of  com-  pofes  a  truce 
pofition  to  the  Arabians.  The  place  wastohim* 
flrongly  fortified,  and  in  a  condition  of 
making  a  long  defence  ;  but  the  inhabitants, 
whofe  minds  were  fet  on  their  commerce, 
chofe  rather  to  lecure  themfelves  from  the 
inroads  of  the  Arabians  by  a  treaty,  than 
by  force  of  arms.  The  governor  was  not  of 
that  opinion  :  however,  as  he  found  the  ci¬ 
tizens  were  refoived  to  take  fuch  meafures, 
he  conformed  to  their  fentiments,  and  fent 
to  demand  a  truce  of  the  enemy  ;  but  he 
ftipulated  that  it  fhould  lad  no  longer  than 
till  the  arrival  of  the  fuccours  which  the 
emperor  had  promifed  to  fend  them. 

Aftackhar,  a  grecian  prieft,  who  was  a 
man  of  great  learning,  and  fpoke  the  ara- 
bian  tongue  very  fluently,  was  appointed  to 
execute  that  commiffion.  He  went  therefore 
to  Emefla  to  wait  upon  Obeidah,  and  after 
having  exaggerated  the  number  of  the  forces 
in  Kennefrin,  and  the  bravery  of  the  go¬ 
vernor,  he  told  him,  that  officer  demanded 
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a  truce  for  a  year,  and  defired  at  the  fame 
time  bounds  might  be  fixed,  which  the 
Arabians  fhould  not  be  permitted  to  pafs,  in 
order  to  enter  the  territory  belonging  to  the 
city.  He  added,  that  the  commandant  de¬ 
fired  his  demand  fhould  be  privately  difcuf- 
fed,  that  he  might  avoid  incurring  the  in¬ 
dignation  of  the  emperor,  who  had  pro- 
mifed  him  a  fpeedy  fuccour. 

Obeidah,  who  received  the  envoy  with 
his  ufual  goodnefs,  was  inclined  to  grant  his 
requeft  without  reftridion  :  But  Khaled 
highly  offended  at  the  deputy’s  boafts  touch¬ 
ing  the  forces  in  the  city,  and  the  bravery 
of  the  governor,  represented  to  Obeidah, 
that  he  ought  to  diflruft  the  Chriftians  3 
that  their  aim  was  only  to  amufe  and  de¬ 
ceive  him,  till  they  were  fure  of  getting  the 
better  3  that  the  only  proper  way  was  to 
march  againft  them  forthwith,  and  as  to 
the  great  reliftance  they  vaunted  themfelves 
able  to  make,  he  doubted  not  but  he  could 
prove  the  contrary  3  and  that  fpight  of  the 
valour  of  their  veterans,  and  the  confum- 
mate  courage  of  their  commandant,  he 
would  engage  to  be  foon  matter  of  the 
place,  of  which  he  would  make  fuch  an 
example,  as  fhould  terrify  ail  that  dared 
even  to  think  of  refitting*. 

The  deputy  furprized  at  Khaled’s  inhu¬ 
manity,  reproached  him  for  it  :  “  I  came 
to  you,”  faid  he,  “  to  demand  a  peace,  and 
you  refufe  the  terms  I  offer.  We  have 
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therefore  been  impofed  on  by  fuch  as  have  Omar. 
told  us,  that  the  Arabians  were  fall  of  mercy  Hegyra  H* 
to  thofe  who  fued  for  their  protedlion.”  Ch‘  ær‘ 
Khaled  haftily  anfwered,  <c  That  he  deteft- 
éd  men  of  artifice  and  deceit.”  He  would 
have  faid  more,  but  Obeidah  interrupted, 
and  with  great  good- nature  reprefented 
to  him,  that  as  he  was  inclined  to  favour 
fuch  as  implored  his  clemency,  it  was  right 
to  give  their  deputy  a  fatisfadlory  anfwer* 
efpecially  as  it  might  be  done  without  hurt- 
ing  the  intereft  of  the  Muffulmen. 

After  having  conferred  together  fome  Æ truce  is 
time,  it  was  at  laft  agreed  to  give  agS 
truce  for  a  year  to  the  inhabitants  of  Ken-  Kennefrin. 
nefrin.  They  alfo  promifed  to  fpare  their 
territory,  in  confequence  of  the  boundaries 
which  were  forthwith  eredted  ;  but  it  was 
ftipulated,  that  if  the  emperor  fent  out  forces 
againft  the  Arabians,  the  inhabitants  fhould 
not  join  them,  but  remain  within  the  walls 
of  the  city,  without  undertaking  the  lead: 
enterprize  againft  the  Muffulmen. 

Thefe  conditions  having  been  accepted, 
nothing  remained  but  to  fix  the  boundary. 

The  inhabitants,  inftead  of  marking  out  the 
limits  by  a  bank,  eredted  a  pedeftal,  on 
which  they  placed  a  ftatue  of  the  emperor 
fitting  on  his  throne. 

This  ftatue  had  like  to  have  caufed  a  An  incident 
quarrel  between  the  inhabitants  and  the had  aimod 

jl  «  occahoned  sl 

Arabians:  two  mahometan  horfemen  pafs-  breach  of  the 
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ing  that  way,  flopped  upon  the  borders  of 
Kennefrin,  where  they  tilted  with  their  lan¬ 
ces  5  and  one  of  them,  either  accidentally  or 
otherwife,  flruck  the  ftatue  in  the  eye  and 
defaced  it.  The  Grecians  made  a  great  noife 
about  this  matter.  They  affirmed  it  was  an 
infult  levelled  at  the  emperor  himfelf  \  and  in 
fhort  they  fent  deputies  to  Obeidah,  to  demand 
fatisfadion  for  the  affront. 

The  prudent  Muffulman  was  pleafed  to 
make  excufe  for  what  had  happened.  He 
affured  them  he  had  made  a  Arid  enquiry 
about  it,  and  that  the  perfon  who  flruck  the 
ftatue  folemnly  declared  he  had  done  it  by 
mere  accident. 

The  great  temper  with  which  Obeidah  an- 
fwered  the  deputies,  made  them  infolent  :  they 
talked  in  higher  terms  than  before  ;  infomuch 
that  Obeidah  having  offered  to  give  them 
proper  fatisfadion,  they  infolently  and  feri- 
oufly  required  that  the  lex  talionis  fhould  be 
put  in  force,  and  the  Caliph  have  one  of  his 
eyes  put  out. 

This  ridiculous  propofal  fo  enraged  the 
Arabians,  that  the  deputies  would  have  fallen, 
vidims  to  their  fury,  had  not  Obeidah  takeni 
care  to  appeafe  them.  But  he,  with  great: 
prefence  of  mind,  turned  their  extravagant: 
demand  into  a  jeft  ;  and  agreeing  with  thenui 
that  it  was  reafonable  to  put  the  lex  talionis 
in  execution,  he  advifed  them  for  that  pur- 
pofe  to  provide  a  ftatue  of  the  Caliph,  and! 
to  mutilate  it  in  one  of  the  eyes  in  like  man¬ 
ner 
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ner  as  the  emperor’s  had  been  jferved.  The  Omar. 

deputies  returned  with  that  anfwer,  and  the  ^fëYra  H* 
Jr.  r  .  3  Ch.  ær.  635. 

affair  went  no  farther. 

During  the  time  Obeidah  was  encamped  Obeidah  is  re- 

before  Emeffa,  the  Caliph,  who  had  lately  ^inaaivity 
received  no  news  of  any  military  achieve¬ 
ments,  wrote  to  that  general,  and  complained 
of  his  filence  and  inactivity.  Obeidah  was 
touched  to  the  quick  by  thefe  reproaches,  and 
was  vexed  that  he  had  fo  readily  granted  a 
fufpenfion  of  arms  to  the  Grecians.  But 
as  he  was  unwilling  to  fail  of  his  engage¬ 
ments,  he  did  not  difturb  the  inhabitants  of 
Emeffa,  or  the  other  places  with  whom  he 
had  treated,  and  he  turned  his  force  another 
way.  However,  the  general  left  a  ftrong  de¬ 
tachment  near  Emeffa,  to  keep  the  place  in 
awe  during  the  truce. 

The  muffulman  army  therefore  began  their 
march,  which  they  bent  towards  Aleppo  ; 
they  paffed  by  Arreftan,  whence  they  went 
to  Hamah,  a  place  which  was  afterwards  the 
refidence  of  the  famous  Abulfeda,  who,  at 
the  fame  time  he  was  a  prince,  was  alio  a  fa¬ 
mous  author,  both  in  hiftory  and  geography. 

When  they  left  Hamah,  they  took  the  The  governor 
road  to  Schaizar,  where  Obeidah  halted, of  Kennefrin 
having  received  intelligence  that  the  governor  the 
of  Kennefrin  had  earneftly  preffed  the  em¬ 
peror  to  fend  him  fuccours,  and  that  he  was 
about  to  fend  forthwith  a  confiderable  body 
of  troops  under  the  command  of  Giabalah. 

This  was  the  fame  perfon,  on  whofe  account 
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the  Caliph  had  ordered  them  to  befiege 
Emeffa,  to  which  place  he  had  fled  :  he  after¬ 
wards  went  to  the  emperor,  and  offered  him 
his  fervice  againft  the  Mahometans. 

Obeidah  having  been  informed  at  the  fame 
time  that  the  governor  of  Kennefrin  was  prepa¬ 
ring  to  march  out  in  order  to  join  that  detach¬ 
ment,  he  refolved  no  longer  to  fpare  a  man  who 
in  fo  barefaced  a  manner  had  broke  the  truce 
which  had  been  granted  him.  He  therefore 
ordered  Khaled  to  march  forth  and  prevent 
him.  The  brave  Khaled  effectually  performed 
his  orders  3  having  come  up  with  the  governor 
on  his  march,  he  attacked  him,  routed  his 
troops,  and  killed  him  with  his  own  hand. 

The  death  of  that  officer  determined  the 
fate  of  Kennefrin  :  the  inhabitants  no  longer 
refiffed,  but  fubmitted  to  the  Arabians,  and 
confented  to  become  tributaries.  Obeidah 
having  fent  the  news  to  the  Caliph,  Omar 
wrote  him  a  congratulatory  letter  on  that  ac¬ 
count  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  directed,  that 
over  and  above  the  tribute,  they  fhould  de¬ 
mand  four  ducats  for  each  of  the  inhabitants 
without  diflinCtion. 

After  this  conqueft,  Khaled  was  com¬ 
manded  to  go  and  attack  Emeffa  with  part 
of  the  army.  Obeidah,  with  the  remainder  of 
the  troops  marched  towards  Baalbec,  to  form, 
the  fiege  of  that  place.  In  his  way  he  met  a, 
caravan,  of  which  he  made  himfelf  matter., 
The  merchants  that  compofed  it  having  re- 
quefted  the  general's  leave  to  ranfom  them- 
lelves,  he  confented,  and  having  received  for' 
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of  the  accident  which  had  befallen  the  ca¬ 
ravan.  As  it  was  known  in  the  place  that  the 
muffulman  troops  were  divided,  Herbis,  (for 
fo  the  governor  was  called)  thought  himfelf 
ftrong  enough  to  attack  the  body  commanded 
by  Obeidah.  He  refolved  therefore  to  lofe 
no  time,  in  hopes  he  might  recover  the  great 
booty  which  had  been  taken  from  the  caravan  : 
but  the  event  was  far  from  anfwering  his 
wifhes  ;  he  was  totally  defeated,  great  part  of 
his  troops  was  cut  in  pieces,  and  the  refidue 
difperfed  3  and  it  was  with  much  difficulty  he 
got  off  himfelf,  after  having  received  feveral 
confiderable  wounds. 

Obeidah  purfuing  his  advantage,  laid  fiege  Siege  of  Baal, 
to  Baalbec.  But  before  he  commenced  hisbeCa 
attacks,  he  wrote  to  the  inhabitants,  and  per- 
fuaded  them  to  furrender  on  terms.  He  was 
in  hopes  the  event  of  the  late  adion  would 
have  made  an  impreflion  upon  their  minds, 
and  that  feeing  a  formidable  enemy  before 
their  walls,  they  would  readily  enter  into  a 
treaty  of  accommodation  :  however,  the  be¬ 
lie  ged  fhewed  another  temper  than  Obeidah 
expeded,  and  tho’  they  per u fed  his  letter,  yet 
the  governor  difmiffed  the  meffenger  without 
the  leafi:  anfwer. 

This  infulting  behaviour  enraged  the  ara~ 
bian  general,  and  he  refolved  to  be  revenged 
by  attacking  the  place  with  all  poffible  vigour. 

N  3  The 
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Some  of  thefe  merchants  having  taken 
fhelter  in  Baalbec,  informed  the  governor 
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Omar.  The  Muffulmen  underwent  great  hardships 
Hegyra  14.  jn  tj1;s  fiege.  As  the  weather  was  then  ex- 
6^'tremely  lharp,  it  was  the  more  fenfibly  felt 
by  troops  which  were  encamped  under  tents, 
and  who,  befides,  were  unprovided  of  proper 
neceffaries  to  fecure  them  from  the  cold. 
Notwith  {landing  which  they  carried  on  the 
works  with  furprizing  ardour,  and  the  be- 
fieged,  on  their  part,  fo  couragiouily  defended 
themfelves,  as  to  baffle  the  drib  efforts  of  the 
affailants. 

The  befieged  The  governor  having  been  foon  cured  of  the 
fally  out  with  woon(]s  he  received  in  the  encounter  with  the 
Arabians  before  their  arrival  at  Baal  bee,  re- 
folved  to  attempt  a  fally  :  he  depended  upon 
making  it  with  the  greateft  fuccefs,  as  the 
muffulman  general,  who  had  but  part  of  his 
tioops  with  him,  had  divided  them  into  lè¬ 
verai  bodies, with  intent  to  weaken  the  ftrength 
of  the  belieged,  by  obliging  them  alfo  to  di¬ 
vide  the  garrifon. 

Herbis  having  ohferved  this  difpofition 
of  the  mahometan  troops,  propofed  to  attack 
only  one  oi  thofe  bodies,  and  to  fally  from 
the  gate  which  was  over  again  if  Obeidah’s 
quarters.  He  fixed  the  day  for  his  enter- 
prize  ;  in  the  morning  of  which  he  made  his 
fally  at  the  very  time  the  Muffulmen,  by  the 
general’s  order,  were  preparing  their  break- 
faff  Gbeidah,  who  probably  had  fome  defign 
to  execute  on  that  day,  had  given  out  or¬ 
ders  that  immediately  after  morning  prayer 
his  men  fflould  all  take  fome  refreshment. 
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This  fally  was  fatal  to  the  Arabians.  The 
troops  of  Baalbec  furprized  them  at  a  time 
when  they  did  not  in  the  lead  expert  it,  and 
made  a  terrible  daughter  of  them  ;  after  which 
they  fpeedily  retreated  to  the  city,  and  carried 
with  them  a  great  number  of  prifoners. 

Obeidah,  being  extremely  grieved  at  this 
check,  forthwith  took  meafures  to  avoid  the  like 
furprize  for  the  future.  He  imagined  that  h;s 
being  encamped  too  near  the  walls  might  prove 
hurtful  to  him,  as  he  fhould  be  liable  by  that 
means  to  have  the  enemy  on  his  hands  every 
moment.  He  found,  befides,  another  incon¬ 
venience,  for  his  cavalry  had  not  ground 
enough  to  a£t  on.  He  therefore  immediately 
caufed  the  tents  to  be  pitched  at  a  further  dis¬ 
tance,  and  by  that  precaution  covered  his 
troops  from  the  machines,  of  which  the 
enemy  had  till  then  made  a  very  advanta¬ 
geous  ufe. 

The  troops  of  Baalbec,  encouraged  by  the 
advantage  they  had  juft  gained,  refolved  to  try 
another  fally  the  next  day.  The  governor 
put  himfelf  at  their  head,  and  fell  with  great 
fury  on  Obeidah’s  divifion,  where  at  firft  he 
met  with  almoft  the  fame  luccefs  as  had  at¬ 
tended  him  the  day  before.  They  broke  all 
that  oppofed  them,  and  drove  the  mufful- 
man  general  to  a  great  diftance.  But  the  be- 
fieged,  animated  by  their  advantage,  and  not 
reflecting  how  far  they  were  got  horn  the 
town,  ftill  pufhed  on,  and  were  on  the  very 
point  of  totally  routing  Obeidah’s  quarter, 
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when  the  prefence  of  mind  of  an  Arabian 
foon  caufed  the  face  of  affairs  to  change. 

Sohaid-ebn-Sabah  having  been  wounded 
at  the  begining  of  the  attack,got  away  from  the 
field  of  battle,  and  with  great  difficulty  gained 
the  fummit  of  a  hill  which  was  on  the  back  of 
the  Arabian  camp,  from  whence  he  could 
eafily  fee  the  motions  of  the  two  armies. 

When  he  obferved  Obeidah’s  troops  to  give 
ground  before  the  enemy,  he  of  his  own 
head  fet  fire  to  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
wood  he  found  on  the  hill,  whereby  he  raifed 
a  great  fmoke,  which  was  the  ufual  fignal 
amongft  the  Arabians  when  they  wanted  to 
affemble  their  troops  in  the  day-time,  for  at 
night  they  made  ufe  of  a  fire. 

The  fmoke  having  been  obferved  by  Derar 
and  Saïd,  who  were  very  quiet  at  their  polls, 
they  were  apprehenfive  fomething  extraordi¬ 
nary  was  paffing  at  the  general’s  attack,  and 
that  he  wanted  relief:  they  forthwith  marched 
with  their  divifions,  and  arrived  rnoff  oppor¬ 
tunely  to  fall  on  the  Grecians,  who  thought 
themfelves  fure  of  acompleat  vidtory. 

Said  and  Derar,  when  they  attacked  the 
Greeks,  polled  themfelves  between  the  chrifl- 
ian  troops  and  the  town,  to  prevent  them 
from  retiring  thither.  Herbis,  finding  himfelf 
hard  put  to  it  on  all  fides,  and  perceiving 
that  his  retreat  was  cut  off,  caufed  his  troops 
to  form  a  phalanx,  and,  fpight  of  all  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  Arabians,  he  hewed  a  paffage 
through  them  with  infinite  bravery,  and  forth¬ 
with 
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with  gaining  an  eminence,  on  which  he  found  °MA 
the  ruins  of  an  old  monaftery,  he  took  fhelter  ^syra 
there,  and  made  the  heft  preparations  he  could 
for  his  defence. 

Obeidah,  who  knew  not  that  troops  were 
come  to  his  relief,  feeing  the  Greeks  retreat 
fo  precipitately  at  the  very  time  the  battle  went 
fo  much  in  their  favour,  concluded  it  was  fome 
ftratagem,  to  draw  him  into  an  ambufcade. 
Wherefore  he  ordered  his  men  not  to  purfue 
them. 

But  Saïd,  who  could  not  poffibly  be  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  general's  order,  dill  skir- 
mifhed  with  the  Grecians,  and  followed  them 
up  even  to  the  eminence,  where  he  ported 
troops  to  fecure  the  avenues.  After  which 
he  defcended  with  about  twenty  foldiers,  and 
went  to  give  the  general  an  account  of  the 
enemy’s  difpofition. 

Obeidah,  amazed  to  fee  Saïd  with  fo  few 
men,  was  at  firft  apprehenfive  that  an  attack 
had  been  alfo  made  on  that  captain’s  divifion, 
and  that  the  foldiers  he  faw  were  all  who  had 
efcaped  after  the  defeat  :  he  asked  him  with 
great  emotion,  what  was  become  of  his 
troops.  Saïd  anfwering,  that  they  were  ap¬ 
pointed  to  guard  the  hill, where  they  had  fhut 
up  the  Greeks,  Obeidah  demanded  how  he 
came  there,  and  for  what  reafon  he  had  quitted 
his  port.  Upon  this  Saïd  told  him  of  the  lig¬ 
nai  which  had  been  made,  and  which  he 
looked  upon  to  be  an  order  from  him  to 
march  to  his  affiftance. 
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The  general  confeffed  that  in  fo  critical 
a  juncture  he  wifhed  he  could  have  been 
able  to  give  the  fignal,  but  that  circumftances 
had  not  permitted  him.  He  then  returned 
thanks  to  Derar  and  Saïd  for  the  timely  fuc- 
cour  they  had  brought  him  ;  but  being  at  the 
fame  time  defirous  to  know  the  perfon  who 
had  fet  the  wood  on  fire,  he  caufed  a  pro¬ 
clamation  to  be  made  in  the  camp,  that  the 
perfon  to  whom  they  had  fo  great  an  obliga¬ 
tion  fhould  come  forth.  Upon  which  Sohaid 
appeared,  and  confeffed  that  he  had  done  it. 
Obeidah  be  ft  owed  great  commendations  on  his 
prefence  of  mind;  tho’  at  the  fame  he  ex- 
prefsly  forbid  any  perfon  to  do  the  like  for 
the  future,  without  the  general’s  permiffion, 
fin  ce  many  inconveniences  might  enfue  there¬ 
from. 

Whilft  Saïd  was  conferring  with  Obeidah, 
the  officers  who  commanded  at  the  avenues 
of  the  hill  fent  for  more  troops,  to  reftrain 
the  Greeks  then  befieged  thereon.  Herbis, 
at  the  head  of  his  forces,  had  made  a  pufh  in 
order  to  regain  Baalbec,  and  was  at  blows 
with  the  Arabians  to  force  his  paffage  ; 
the  ground  was  difputed  with  equal  valour; 
the  Arabians  therefore  reprefented  to  the  ge¬ 
neral,  that  very  bad  confequences  might  at¬ 
tend  the  not  caufing  a  reinforcement  to  march 
thither. 

Obeidah  accordingly  ordered  Saïd  to  go  back 
to  his  men  ;  he  caufed  fome  companies  to  march 
with  him,  and  promifed  that  he  would  in- 
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ftantly  fend  another  body  under  the  command  °MAR- 
of  Derar.  ?,egyra ’/• 

The  arrival  of  thefe  reinforcements  funk  "  3 
the  courage  of  the  Grecians,  who  retired  into  f^with°n~ 
the  monaflery,  and  intrenched  themfelves  in  Saïd. 
the  ruins.  The  Arabians  preffing  them  very 
clofely,  andHerbis,  finding  he  fhould  be  un¬ 
able  to  extricate  himfelf,  took  a  refolution  to 
treat  with  the  enemy.  He  accordingly  had 
a  conference  with  Saïd  touching  the  terms  he 
required  for  the  fecurity  of  himfelf  and  his 
troops,  as  well  as  of  the  city  of  Baalbec. 

Said  anfwered,  that  he  had  no  power  to 
treat  fave  only  of  what  related  perfonally  to 
him  and  his  forces  ;  in  which  refpedt  he  re¬ 
quired  that  he  and  all  his  men  fhould 
become  Mahometans,  or  at  lead;  fhould 
engage  never  to  bear  arms  againft  the 
Arabians.  He  added,  that  as  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Baalbec,  the  general  was  the  pro¬ 
per  perfon  to  whom  he  mull:  apply,  and  if 
he  would  treat  with  him,  he  would  introduce 
him  to  Obeidah. 

Herbis  having  confented,  Saïd  brought 
him  to  the  general.  As  he  pafled  through 
the  arabian  camp,  he  was  amazed  to  find 
their  forces  were  not  fo  numerous  as  he  ima¬ 
gined,  and  he  could  not  help  expreffing  his 
furprize  thereat,  when  he  came  to  Obei¬ 
dah.  The  general  anfwered,  that  the  Chrift- 
tians  would  be  always  deceived,  becaufe 
angels  came  to  aflift  the  faithful  when  their 
numbers  were  inferior,  in  like  manner 
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as  they  had  done  at  the  battle  of  Bedra 
and  the  reft  of  the  prophet's  military  expe¬ 
ditions. 

The  governor  being  in  no  condition  to 
fgainfay  the  idle  legend,  went  on  to  the  arti¬ 
cles  of  the  treaty.  He  offered  in  the  name 
of  the  citizens  a  large  fum  of  money,  and  a 
great  number  of  rich  garments.  The  Muf- 
fulman  interrupted  him,  and  faid,  he  muft 
double  both  the  fum,  and  the  other  gifts.  And 
he  added,  by  way  of  articles,  that  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  fhould  fubmit  to  become  tributaries  3  that 
they  fhould  furrender  all  fuch  arms  as  they 
were  poflefled  of  ;  that  they  fhould  never  at¬ 
tack  the  Arabians,  di redly  or  indiredly; 
that  they  fhould  never  engage  in  the  empe¬ 
ror's  fervice  againft  them  3  and  finally,  that 
they  fhould  build  neither  churches  nor  mo¬ 
il  a  fie  ries. 

Herbis 


*  On  this  fubjeél  you  may  read  in  the  3d  chapter  of  the 
Alcoran  :  “  And  God  hath  already  given  you  the  victory  at 
Bedra, when  you  were  inferior  in  numbers  ;  therefore  fear  God, 
that  ye  may  be  thankful.  When  thou  faidft  unto  the  faithful. 
Is  it  not  enough  that  your  Lord  ihould  alM  you  with  three 
thoufand  angels  fent  down  from  heaven  ?  Verily,  if  ye  per- 
fevere  and  fear  God,  and  your  enemies  come  upon  you  fud- 
denly,  your  Lord  will  affift  you  with  five  thoufand  angels 
diftinguifhed  by  their  horfes  arid  attire.” 

An  arabian  author  allures  us,  that  the  angels  who  fought 
there,  were  mounted  on  black  and  white  horfes,  and  that  they 
wore  on  their  heads  yellow  and  white  attire,  from  which 
hung  down  between  their  ihoulders  ribbons  that  waved  in  the 
wind.  They  were  headed  by  Gabriel,  who  being  mounted 
cn  his  fteed,  named  Ha'ifum,  that  is  to  fay,  the  vigorous,  and 
furrounded  with  a  cloud,  moft  terribly  discomfited  the  Idola¬ 
ters  on  all  fides. 

Gagnier’s  life  of  Mahomet,  vol.  III. 
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Herbis  thought  thefe  conditions  a  little  fe-  Omar. 
vere  :  but  as  the  general  did  not  feem  inclined  ^e§7ra  1 4* 
to  mitigate  any  of  the  articles,  he  was  forced  w  ° 
to  accept  them.  All  the  favour  the  gover¬ 
nor  could  obtain  was,  that  the  perfon  who 
fhould  be  appointed  to  colledt  the  tribute 
fhould  not  enter  the  city,  but  fhould  encamp 
without  the  walls.  This  grant  was  exprefsly 
mentioned  in  the  treaty,  and  the  governor 
forthwith  departed  to  go  to  Baalbec,  that  he 
might  procure  the  articles  to  be  ratified  by  the 
inhabitants. 

The  terms  to  which  Herbis  had  confented 
raifed  a  violent  rumour  in  the  city  ;  it  was 
thought  he  had  made  too  great  concédions  to 
the  enemy,  and,  in  fhort,  no  perfon  would 
give  his  confent  to  them  ;  but  the  inhabitants 
were  fomewhat  appeafed,  when  the  gover¬ 
nor  had  made  them  fenfible  that  it  was  the 
only  way  left  to  fecure  their  lives  and  liberties, 
and  that  their  refufal  to  comply,  would  cer¬ 
tainly  expofe  the  city  to  be  deftroyed  by  fire 
and  fword  by  a  formidable  enemy,  who, 
fooner  or  later,  would  carry  their  point.  He 
added,that  in  refpedl  to  the  money  which  they 
were  to  pay  to  the  Arabians,  he  was  ready  to 
lend  them  his  utmoft  afliftance  in  railing  it, 
and  that  he  propofed  to  contribute  a  fourth 
part  of  the  fame.  This  offer  changed  all 
their  refolutions,  and  at  laft  the  treaty  was 
ratified. 

Herbis  returned  to  Obeidah  that  he  might 
inform  him  of  what  had  palled,  and  as  to  the 
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payment,  he  defired  a  few  days  to  gather  in 
the  money.  The  general  confented,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  the  governor  to  raife  it  himfelf. 
Obeidah  kept  with  him  as  hoftages  the  Greeks 
that  accompanied  Herbis,  who  returned  at  the 
appointed  time,  and  paid  the  fum  agreed  on: 
after  which  the  hoftages  were  delivered  upland 
went  back  with  him  to  the  place. 

Obeidah  forthwith  began  his  march  for 
Emeffa  ;  but  he  firft  conferred  the  government 
of  Baalbec  on  Rafi-ebn-Addallah,  one  of  his 
braveft  captains.  However  to  avoid  contraven¬ 
ing  the  article  he  had  confented  to,  on  Herbis’s 
requeft,  he  ordered  Rafi  not  to  enter  the 
city,  but  to  be  vigilant  as  to  what  paffed 
in  the  whole  territory  belonging  to  it.  He 
gave  him  a  ftriCt  charge  not  to  fuffer  the 
foldiers  whom  he  appointed  for  the  garrifon  to 
commit  any  fpoil  in  the  neighbourhood.  As 
to  the  other  adjacent  places,  which  had  not 
already  treated  with  the  Muflulmen,  he  gave 
him  liberty  to  ravage  there  at  his  pleafure. 

Rafi  executed  his  orders  very  punctually. 
The  inhabitants  of  Baalbec,  finding  they  had 
nothing  to  fear  from  fuch  an  officer,  came  and 
paid  their  refpeCts  to  him  at  his  camp,  and 
the  Arabians  and  Grecians  then  lived  together 
in  a  perfeCt  harmony.  They  reaped  great 
advantages  by  each  other  ;  for  the  Arabians, 
who  plundered  the  country,  often  returned 
with  confiderable  booties,  the  greateft  part  of 
which  was  many  times  of  no  ufe  to  them. 
They  found  means  of  putting  it  oft,  by  the 

intercourfe 


the  ARABIANS. 


hitercourfe  they  had  with  the  inhabitants,  Omar. 
who  bought  what  was  fuperfluous  to  the  ^egyra  H* 
Arabians;  and  this  kind  of  commerce  was  ’ 
in  the  lequel  very  beneficial  to  both  parties. 

Her  bis,  finding  what  great  gains  the  ci-  Her.bis  is  ci¬ 
tizens  procured,  refolved  to  have  a  fhare  in  furre^on1*" 
them,  by  way  of  recompence  for  the  facri- 
fice  he  had  made  in  paying  one-fourth  of 
the  tribute.  He  remonftrated  to  them,  that 
they  were  bound  in  honour,  as  well  as  by 
gratitude,  to  allow  him  a  tenth  part  of  their 
profits.  The  inhabitants  unanimoufiy  con- 
fented  to  his  demand.  The  governor,  find¬ 
ing  with  what  readinefs  they  had  complied 
with  his  requefl,  and  moreover  reflecting 
that  it  would  be  a  long  time  before  he 
Ihould  be  reimburfed  the  fum  he  had  ad¬ 
vanced,  raifed  his  demands,  and  inftead  of 
a  tenth,  infilled  on  having  the  fourth  part. 

The  citizens  refufed  to  grant  him  fo  un- 
reafonable  a  fhare  ;  the  governor  fell  into  a 
pafiion,  the  people  were  incenfed,  and  at 
laft  an  infurredtion  happened,  in  which  the 
governor  was  killed. 


The  tumult  which  this  affair  caufed  in  The  Arabi- 

the  city  was  fo  great,  that  it  was  heard  even  ^tteiTinto 
in  the  arabian  camp.  Rafi  immediately  fent  Baalbec. 
a  meflenger  thither  to  enquire  what  palled  ; 
and  he  at  the  fame  directed  his  envoy  to 
offer  his  mediation,  if  it  might  be  of  any 
fervice.  The  inhabitants  informed  him  of 
their  governor’s  conduct  :  they  fpoke  of  him 
as  a  tyrant,  from  whom  they  had  happily 
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freed  themfelves,  and  offered  Rafi,  to  admît 
him  into  the  city,  and  put  him  into  poffef- 
fion  of  the  government,  if  he  would  ac¬ 
cept  it. 

Rafi  was  highly  pleafed  with  the  honour 
they  did  him  3  but  he  let  them  know,  he 
could  not  accept  it,  without  his  general's 
confent.  He  inftantly  fent  to  acquaint  Obei- 
dah  of  the  proceedings  at  Baalbec.  The 
anfwer  was  confo  mable  to  their  requeft, 
and  the  general,  at  the  fame  time  he  permit¬ 
ted  Rafi  to  affume  the  government,  bellow¬ 
ed  the  greateft  commendations  on  his  pru¬ 
dent  conduct,  of  which  even  the  Greeks 
had  fo  good  an  opinion,  as  to  defire  they 
might  live  under  the  Mahometan  govern¬ 
ment. 

The  muffulman  general  was  then  before 
Emeffa,  the  fiege  of  which  place  he  opened 
immediately  on  the  expiration  of  the  truce* 
He  firft  caufed  them  to  be  fummoned  to 
embrace  the  Mahometan  religion,  to  be¬ 
come  tributaries,  or  to  decide  the  quarrel  by 
a  battle.  All  thefe  propofals  having  been 
rejected,  the  attacks  were  pufhed  on  very 
vigoroufiy;  but  the  befieged  made  fo  brave  a 
defence,  that  they  baffled  the  attempts  of 
the  Muffulmen  5  and  they  even  made  feve- 
ral  fallies,  in  which  they  gained  great  ad¬ 
vantages. 

This  obflinate  refiftance  {hewed  that  the 
fiege  would  be  long  and  bloody.  Gbeidah 
wifhed  he  had  not  undertaken  it  fo  readily. 

One 
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One  of  his  captains  perceiving  the  perplex-  Omar. 
ity  he  was  under,  propofed  the  making  ufe  ]de£>Ta  *  4- 
of  a  ftratagem  which  might  greatly  avail  1’ ær* 
him  thereafter.  It  was  to  make  an  offer  of 
railing  the  fiege,  if  the  inhabitants  would 
only  furnifh  his  army  with  forage  and  pro- 
vifions  fufficient  for  five  or  fix  days  march, 
which  time  he  reckoned  it  would  take  him 
up  in  making  his  retreat.  Obeidah  refill¬ 
ing  the  advice,  fent  a  meffenger  to  the  city, 
and  promifed  that  on  fuch  conditions,  he 
would  forthwith  march  away  to  make  other 
1  conquefts. 

The  inhabitants  of  Emeffa,  who  were 
overjoyed  to  think  they  fhould  get  rid  of  the 
Mahometans,  readily  accepted  the  propofal, 
and  immediately  fent  the  full  quantity  of 
provifions.  When  that  was  done,  Obeidah 
fent  them  word,  that  as  the  march  he  pro¬ 
pofed  to  undertake  might  be  longer  than  he 
expected,  he  would  willingly  purchafe  the 
:  refidue  of  their  flock,  if  they  would  choofe 
I  to  part  with  it.  They  fell  in  with  this  fnare 
alfo,  and  fold  all  the  reft  of  their  provi- 
S  fions  at  a  very  high  price  5  the  general  not 
i  Handing  to  chaffer  with  them,  but  giving 
them  what  they  allied. 

I  He  actually  raifed  the  liege  according  to  The  Arabians 
his  promife,  and  marched  towards  Areftan,takefArefen 
which  he  fummoned  to  furrender.  The  7 
town  having  fent  out  a  refufal,  Obeidah 
;  pretended  that  he  would  not  flay  to  be- 
fiege  the  place  ;  and  only  requefted  the 
Vol.L  O  governor 
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governor  that  he  might  leave  with  him  fomè 
heavy  baggage,  which  would  incommode 
him  in  his  march.  This  requeft  being 
readily  complied  with,  Gbeidah  forthwith 
fent  to  the  town  twenty  chefts,  in  which 
were  concealed  as  many  chofen  men.  The 
chefts  were  provided  with  ftrong  locks, 
which  feemed  to  be  well  fecured  on  the 
outfide  3  but  were  fo  contrived,  that  thofe 
who  were  within  them  could  eafiiy  make 
their  way  out. 

Obeidah  forthwith  marched  off  with  his 
troops  3  but  he  took  care  to  leave  Khaled  in 
ambufti,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  city, 
with  a  detachment  of  troops  who  could  be 
relied  on  for  the  execution  of  the  intended 
ftratagem.  The  governor  and  inhabitants 
of  the  place,  who  were  happy  at  the  de¬ 
parture  of  the  Arabians,  immediately  re¬ 
paired  to  their  church,  in  order  to  return 
thanks  to  God  for  their  deliverance  from 
fo  terrible  an  enemy.  But  whilft  they  were 
in  the  midft  of  their  prayers  and  thankfgiw 
ings,  the  twenty  men  came  out  of  the 
chefts,  and  having  feized  the  governor’s 
wife,  who  was  left  at  home,  they  forced 
her  to  deliver  up  the  keys  of  the  town. 
They  inftantly  ran  to  the  gate  over-againft 
the  ambufcade,  and  having  opened  it,  began 
to  cry  aloud,  cc  Allah  acbar.”  At  this  ftgnal 
Khaled  marched  up  with  his  detachment, 
and  was  prepared  to  have  put  to  the  fword 
all  luch  as  fhould  have  made  refiftan.ce  3  but:: 
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fo  great  was  the  furprize  caufed  by  this 

event,  that  not  a  man  thought  of  taking  up  ^egyra  1 4* 

ær„  o  2  ci 

arms.  3 

This  inadlion  of  the  inhabitants  faved 
them  from  flaughter.  The  Arabians  only 
took  poffeflion  of  the  place,  without  com¬ 
mitting  any  aâs  of  violence.  Obeidah  left 
in  the  town  a  garrifon  of  two  thoufand  men, 
and  then  departed  to  befiege  Schaïzar.  The 
Mull ul me n  were  not  put  to  the  trouble 
of  attacking  the  place,  which  furrendered  The  town  of 
voluntarily.  The  governor,  indeed,  would  ^(?e1^ar  iur~ 
have  defended  it,  and  even  made  a  rigorous 
ufe  of  his  authority  to  compel  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  to  affift  him  in  the  defence  5  but  his 
cruel  behaviour  had  rendered  him  fo  odious 
to  them,  that  they  fell  on  him  and  flew 
him,  and  forthwith  opened  their  gates  to 
Obeidah. 

That  general  was  fo  well  pleafed  with 
their  fubmiflion,  that  he  declared  he  would 
not  oblige  any  of  them  to  change  their  re-* 
ligion.  He  added,  however,  that  fuch  as 
would  embrace  Mahometifm  fhould  be  ex¬ 
empt  from  paying  tribute  during  two  years, 
and  that  fuch  as  perflflted  in  Chriftianity^ 
fhould  enjoy  fuch  exemption  only  one  year. 

Obeidah,  having  made  thefe  conque  As,  Hegyra  iy„ 
thought  it  time  he  fhould  return  to  Emefla.  Ch‘  ær=  636* 
He  had  promifed  he  would  depart  from  be-  Jb^rabians 
fore  thé  city,  and  had  performed  that  promife,  again  before 
fo  that  he  pretended  he  fhould  not  break  his  Emeffa. 
word  by  fitting  down  again  before  the  place. 

O  2  The 
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The  governor  who  was  not  of  the  fame  opi¬ 
nion,  loudly  reproached  the  Muffulman  for 
a  breach  of  the  treaty.  He  fent  a  deputation 
on  that  account  to  Obeidah,  who  by  way 
of  j unifying  himfelf  returned  for  anfwer, 
that  he  indeed  had  given  his  word  he  would 
depart  from  Emefa,  but  had  never  engaged 
that  he  would  not  return  again. 

The  governor  was  then  fenfible  of  the 
fault  he  had  committed,  in  parting  with  the 
ammunition  he  had  provided  for  the  defence 
of  the  place  3  but  as  it  could  anfwernogood 
end  to  wafle  his  time  in  repining,  he  refolv- 
ed  to  make  the  utmofc  refiftance  in  his 
power  ;  and  even  to  try  his  fortune  in  the 
open  field.  His  firft  fteps  were  attended 
with  the  greatefi  fuccefs.  Sallying  out  of 
the  town,  therefore,  with  five  thoufand  men 
only,  he  boldly  marched  up  to  the  Arabians 
and  attcked  them,  tho’  they  were  much  fu- 
perior  in  flrength.  He  drove  back  the  firft 
ranks,  and  totally  alarmed  all  the  reft;  a 
great  number  of  Arabians  fell  by  the  fword 
of  the  troops  of  Emefla,  and  the  mufilil- 
man  army  would  have  been  totally  routed, 
but  for  the  amazing  efforts  of  the  brave 
Khaled,  who  rallied  the  fugitives,  and  on 
that  critical  occafion  made  fo  well-contrived 
a  motion,  that  he  flopped  the  progrefs  of  the 
enemy,  and  prevented  them  from  pufhing 
their  advantage  any  farther. 

In  that  action  the  gallant  Khaled  was 
often  in  the  greatefi  danger,  amongfl  others, 

he 
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he  was  affaulted  by  a  Grecian  horfeman,  Omar. 
againft  whom  he  defended  himfelf  with  6r  ^ 

great  refolution.  In  that  fituation  he  gave  '  '  JJ° 

an  evident  proof  vof  his  art  and  ftrength. 

His  fword  happening  to  break  during  the 
combat,  he  dexteroufly  avoided  his  adver- 
faries  blows,  and  feizing  him  round  the  mid¬ 
dle,  he  gave  him  fo  violent  a  fqueeze,  that 
he  killed  him,  and  threw  him  dead  on  the 
fpot. 

Tho’  the  troops  of  Emeffa  were  victorious, 
yet  they  found  themfelves  fo  exhaufted  by 
this  violent  encounter  5  that  they  retreated 
to  the  city,  refolving  to  fécond  their  blow, 
fo  foon  as  the  troops  fhould  be  a  little  refled. 

The  next  day  they  marched  out  again,  and 
offered  the  Mahometans  battle  a  fécond  time, 
but  the  event  was  widely  different. 

Obeidah  had  held  a  long  conference  with  Second  fally, 
Khaled  on  the  means  they  fhould  take  tomwhlch_the 

.  rr  \  rr  r  i  J  ?•  i  troops  OÎ 

wipe  on:  the  affront  of  the  preceding  day  ;  Emeffa  are 
for  he  expected  that  the  enemy, elated  by  one  defeated, 
victory,  would  not  be  long  ere  they  endea¬ 
voured  to  gain,  a  fécond.  After  mature  de¬ 
liberation,  Khaled  was  of  opinion  that  Obei¬ 
dah  fhould  fuffer  the  enemy  to  advance  ; 
and  that  on  their  approach  he  fhould  pur- 
pofely  give  way,  and  feign  a  retreat  ;  that 
on  a  certain  fignal,  (which  they  agreed  upon,) 
the  general  fhould  caufe  his  troops  to  face 
about,  and  keep  the  enemy  in  play,  and  that 
at  the  very  moment  the  lignai  was  made, 

Khaled  with  a  body  of  referve,  fhould  fud- 

O  3  denly 
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denly  appear,  and  porting  themfelves  between 
•  the  city  of  EmeiTa,  and  the  troops  of  the  gar- 
rifon,  rtiouid  attack  the  enemy  in  the  rear, 
and  foon  prevent  their  making  any  defence. 

This  ftratagem  was  fuccefsful  in  all  points. 
The  forces  of  EmeiTa  fallied  out  headed  by 
their  governor,  who  was  that  day  remark¬ 
able  for  the  richnefs  of  his  drefs,  and  ftill 
more  for  the  confidence  of  his  looks,  which 
teemed  with  a  full  perfuafion  of  victory. 
The  combat  was  foon  began,  and  Obeidah 
after  a  faint  refiftance,  caufed  his  troops  to 
retire  by  degrees.  The  Emefiians  fell  on 
more  furioufly  than  before  :  but  at  the  fame 
inrtant  Khaled  attacked  them  in  the  rear, 
and  obliged  them  to  face  on  all  fides.  The 
Emeffians  fuftained  the  fhock  with  great  in¬ 
trepidity,  but  the  governor  and  many  of  their 
braveft  officers  having  been  killed  or  wound- 
ed,  the  troops  loft  all  courage,  and  fuflfered 
themfelves  to  be  maflacred  without  making 

O  ' 

fcarce  any  refiftance. 

The  daughter  would  have  been  much 
greater,  had  not  fome  detachments  fallied 
out  to  relieve  their  countrymen.  The 
Muffulmen  were  then  obliged  to  join,  to 
make  head  againft  the  frefh  troops.  But 
they  had  no  defign  to  attack  ;  they  only  con¬ 
tinued  firm,  and  in  good  order  for  fome 
time,  that  they  might  gather  together  the 
fugitives,  and  protefl:  fuch  as  had  efcaped 
from  the  fword  of  the  enemy.  They  af¬ 
terwards 
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terwards  retired  into  the  city  with  the  broken  Omar. 
remains  of  their  forces.  Hegyra.  i 5. 

This  was  fo  terrible  a  blow  to  the  inhabi-  ^  ^r’  3 .  ' 
tants  of  Emeffa,  that  they  gave  over  all  ' 

thoughts  of  defending  themfelves,  and  were 
unanimous  for  treating  with  the  conquerors; 
from  whom  they  obtained  very  favourable 
terms.  Obeidah  fatisfied  with  their  becom¬ 
ing  tributaries,  left  them  the  full  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  their  liberty  ;  and  to  fhew  how 
much  he  relied  on  their  promifes,  he  would 
not  enter  the  city,  nor  even  leave  a  garrifon 
there. 

But  in  truth,  he  had  a  very  good  reafon  The  emperor 
not  to  leave  any,  and  even  not  to  wafte 
time  in  taking  pofteffion  of  the  place.  For  Arabians, 
he  had  received  intelligence  that  the  Empe¬ 
ror  had  fent  out  a  numerous  army  againft 


the  Muffulmen,  and  they  had  room  to  ex¬ 
pert  a  battle,  which  might  prove  decifive. 
It  was  therefore  of  the  utmoft  importance 
not  to  part  with  any  of  his  troops,  but  to 
have  them  in  readinefs  to  face  the  enemy, 
who  were  reported  to  have  ufed  their  ut¬ 
moft  efforts  to  affemble  a  much  ftronger 
army  than  they  had  ever  fent  into  the  field 
before.  Heraclius  Rave  the  command  of 
his  troops  to  a  lord  called  by  the  Orientals, 
Mahan.  But  it  is  conjedhired  from  dates 
that  it  is  the  fame  whom  the  Greeks  called 
Manuel,  and  who  was  the  greateft  captain 
of  the  age. 

O  4  That 
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Omar.  That  army  was  on  its  march  reinforced 
Hegyra  15.  by  a  body  of  troops  under  the  command  of 
Ci.  ær.  t$6.  Qjabajab  •  the  fame  who  had  incurred 

Omar’s  difpleafure,  as  has  been  already 
noted.  Mahan  placed  that  body  at  the  head 
of  his  forces.  He  depended  upon  their  be¬ 
ing  fo  much  the  more  ferviceable,  as  the 
foldiers  of  which  it  was  formed  were  Ara¬ 
bians  by  nation,  and  confequently  of  the 
fame  country  with  the  Muffulmen,  and  were 
the  heft  acquainted  with  their  manner  of 
fighting.  Thefe  Arabians  were  all  Chrif- 
tians,  and  of  the  fame  church  with  the  Em¬ 
peror’s  forces. 

The  Arabians  The  Muffulmen  however  were  under 
deliberate  on  f0me  concern  at  the  approach  of  the  im- 

their  future  •  1  n  rl  1  r  j 

conduct v  penal  army.  Some  or  them  propoled  re¬ 

turning  to  Arabia,  in  order  to  recruit  the 
troops.  Obeidah  was  pretty  much  inclined 
to  that  opinion,  but  fearing  left  he  ftiould  be 
blamed  by  the  Caliph,  he  openly  gave  it  no 
great  countenance  :  befides,  the  major  part  of 
the  Mahometans  declared  they  would  not 
quit  their  ground,  but  wait  till  they  were 
attacked.  They  could  not  think  of  aban- 
,  doning  Syria,  a  province  fo  rich  and  fertile, 

and  abounding  in  ftately  cities,  moft  of 
which  they  had  won  by  the  points  of  their 
fwords,  to  retire  into  their  poor  and  barren 
country,  there  to  undergo  the  burning 
heat  of  the  fun  amidft  their  unfruitful 
defertSo 


Thefe 
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Thefe  jarring  opinions  having  been  de¬ 
bated  in  council,  Khaled  propofed  a  me¬ 
dium,  which  they  all  agreed  to.  After 
having  remonftrated  that  it  would  be  un- 
feemly  to  retire  into  Arabia  like  fugitives  ; 
he  at  the  fame  time  fhewed  that  it  would  be 
too  dangerous  for  them  to  continue  where 
they  were  then  ftationed,  on  account  of  the 
proximity  of  Conftantine,  the  Emperor’s 
fon,  who  was  no  further  off  than  Cefarea, 
at  the  head  of  forty  thoufand  men  :  that 
Mahan  was  advanced  into  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  that  prince  with  the  imperial  army, 
whilft  on  the  other  hand  Giabalah  was  ap¬ 
proaching  to  join  the  Grecians  :  wherefore 
the  fafeft  way  was  to  march  to  Yermouk 
which  lying  in  a  country  belonging  to  them, 
and  at  no  great  diftance  from  Arabia,  they 
might  eafily  receive  fuch  fuccours  as  might 
be  fent  them,  or  even  retire,  if  the  fortune 
of  war  fhould  be  adverfe. 

This  advice  was  judged  to  be  fo  prudent, 
that  the  whole  council  concurred  in  it.  Or¬ 
ders  were  forthwith  iffued,  and  the  maho- 
metan  army  began  their  march  for  Yer¬ 
mouk,  whither  they  retired  with  as  much 
unconcern  as  if  they  had  no  enemy  to 
fear. 

Conftantine  was  no  fooner  informed  of  the 
retreat  of  the  Arabians,  than  he  reproached 
the  emperor’s  general  for  not  having  fallen 

*  A  city  in  Syria,  lying  on  the  river  of  that  name. 

upon 


Omar. 

Hegyra  15. 
Ch.  ær.  636. 
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Omrr.  upon  them  in  their  march.  But  he  was 
Hegyra.  15.  great!y  aftonifhed,  when  Mahan  fent  him 
’  3  word,  that  he  had  done  no  more  than  obey 

the  orders  Heraclius  had  given  him  ;  that  his 
fovereign  had  charged  him  to  undertake  no¬ 
thing  againft  the  Muffulmen,  till  he  had 
previoufly  tried  all  means  to  bring  about  a 
peace  with  them. 

Mahan  adtually  negociated  with  Obeidah, 
and  propofed  to  him  many  terms,  which 
were  all  rejected  :  the  Muiliilman  alfo 
thought  fit  to  treat  with  Giabalah,  that  he 
might  prevail  on  him  at  lea  ft  to  obferve  a 
neutrality  ;  but  the  latter  refufed  to  come 
into  any  accommodation. 

khaled  de-  Khaled  enraged  to  fee  an  Arabian  fo 

feats  me  corps  11  1  .  n  . 

commanded  cruelly  bent  agamii  his  own  countrymen, 
by  Giabalah.  advifed  Obeidah  to  attack  him  fpeedily,  be¬ 
fore  he  could  join  the  imperial  army.  He 
undertook  the  conduit  of  the  enterprize, 
and  defired  but  few  troops  to  put  it  in  exe¬ 
cution.  Obeidah  having  confented,  Kha¬ 
led  began  his  march  in  queft  of  Giabalah  ; 
and  falling  upon  him  with  his  accuftomed 
intrepidity,  he  broke  his  troops,  and  obliged 
him  to  fly  with  the  great  eft  precipitation  ; 
but  not  till  after  making  a  vigorous  refift- 
ance,  which  coft  the  Muffulmen  dear  5  for 
beiides  the  brave  foldiers  who  loft  their  lives 
on  that  occafion,  fevers!  of  them  were  made 
prifoners,  amongft  which  were  Yefid,  Rafi, 
and  Derar,  all  men  of  note,  and  who  might 
be  confidered  as  the  flower  of  the  officers. 

The 
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The  defeat  of  Giabalah  was  a  matter  of  °MAR* 
too  much  confequence  to  delay  fending  ^syra  *5- 
news  of  it  to  the  Caliph*  Obeidah  therefore  ’ ær’  5 
inftantly  difpatched  a  courier  to  Medina, 
with  an  account  of  that  important  event  ; 
and  he  at  the  fame  time  intreated  Omar 
Ipeedily  to  fend  him  fuccours  againft  the 
formidable  army  of  the  Chriftians. 

Omar  caufed  eight  thoufand  men  to The  Caliph 
march  without  delay;  the  command  of  forcement11" 
‘which  body  he  gave  to  Saïd-ebn-Amir.  which  in  their 
That  officer,  in  purfuance  of  the  orders  he  m^ch  defeat 

1  j  ®j  j  c  i  1  .  &  Grecian. 

had  received,  made  rorced  marciies  to  comepartVs 
up  with  Obeidah,  but  having  miffed  his 
way,  he  fell  in  with  a  detachment  of  Gre¬ 
cians,  commanded  by  the  governor  of 
Amman.  This  rencounter  retarded  his 
march;  though,  for  no  longer  time  than 
the  adtion  lafted,  in  which  all  the  grecian 
infantry  were  cut  to  pieces.  The  governor 
having  efcaped  from  the  daughter,  with  his 
cavalry,  was  afterwards  met  with  by  an 
arabian  party,  who  were  fcouring  the  coun¬ 
try  for  plunder  ;  between  whom  another 
action  happened  ;  and  the  governor,  with 
the  greateft  part  of  his  hone,  were  killed 
on  the  fpot. 

Saïd,  and  his  troops,  who  purfued  the 
flying  enemy,  were  doubly  pleafed  at  an 
accident,  which  at  the  fame  time  it  ren¬ 
dered  their  vidtory  compleat,  afforded  them 
the  means  of  taking  the  fhortcft  way  to  join 
the  main  army,  But  before  they  began 

their 
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Omar. 

Hegyra  15. 
Ch.  æl.  636 


their  march,  they  cut  off  the  heads  of  a 
great  number  of  the  horfemen,  who  had 
been  killed  in  the  engagement,  and  having 
dead  oft  their  fkins,  they  fixed  them  on  the 
points  of  their  lances,  and  entered  the 
camp,  bearing  with  them  thofe  hideous 
trophies  of  their  victory. 

The  arrival  of  thofe  reinforcements,  and 
the  advantages  the  Mahometans  had  juft: 
obtained,  furnifhed  ample  matter  for  reflec¬ 
tion  to  the  general  of  the  grecian  army. 
Although  his  firfl:  négociation  had  been  un- 
fuccefsful,  he  refolved  to  try  a  fécond,  to 
which  end  he  fent  a  meflenger  to  Obeidah, 
and  defired  he  would  appoint  fome  trufty 
perfon  to  confer  with  him. 

Khaied  offering  to  undertake  that  com- 
miffion,  Obeidah  appointed  him  with  great 
readinefs,  and  he  inflantly  fet  out  for  the 
grecian  camp,  accompanied  by  fome  officers 
of  note.  Mahan  received  them  in  his  tent, 
where  he  was  feated  in  a  kind  of  throne, 
near  which  he  had  placed  feats  for  Khaied, 
and  thofe  of  his  train  :  but  the  latter 
roughly  puffied  away  the  chairs,  and  fat  on 
the  ground.  The  grecian  general  feeming 
furprized  at  their  refilling  the  feats  he  had 
provided  for  them,  Khaied  told  him,  that 
the  cuftom  of  the  Mahometans  in  that  re- 
fpebt,  was  much  more  noble  than  the  Chrif- 
tian  ufage,  the  earth  being  the  feat  which 
God  had  appointed  for  his  apoftle  Mahomet, 
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and  which  the  prophet  had  left  to  the  Muf- 
fulmen,  his  difciples. 

The  Arabian  author  who  relates  thefe 
particulars,  and  many  others  of  no  greater 
importance,  is  filent  as  to  the  chief  objedt  of 
the  conference  :  and  all  that  can  be  gathered 
from  his  relation,  is,  that  the  converfation 
between  thofe  two  captains  was  highly  fea- 
foned  with  civilities  and  invedtives  quite  fo¬ 
reign  to  the  matter  in  queftion. 

After  Khaled  had  fpoke  for  fome  time, 
Mahan  paid  him  great  compliments  ;  he 
told  him  he  had  before  looked  on  the  Ara¬ 
bians  to  be  an  ignorant  unpolite  people  ; 
but  the  converfation  which  had  paiTed  be¬ 
tween  them,  had  freed  him  from  his  pre¬ 
judice,  and  given  him  a  very  different  idea 
from  the  notion  entertained  of  them  by 
the  Grecians. 

Khaled  agreed,  that  the  Arabians  were 
not  only  reputed  to  be  ignorant  and  unpolite, 
but  adtually  were  fo,  till  the  time  of  Maho¬ 
met’s  appearance  ;  but  that  iince  the  prophet 
had  illuminated  them  with  the  celeftial  light, 
to  guide  their  feet  in  the  paths  of  truth  and 
falvation,  the  face  of  things  had  greatly 
changed  its  afpedh 

But  it  was  not  long  ere  he  fhewed  the 

change  was  not  fo  effectual  as  he  pretended. 

For  the  converfation  growing  a  little  warm 

between  them,  Khaled  told  the  grecian 

general  very  plainly,  that  he  hoped  to  fee 

him  brought  in  a  halter  before  the  Caliph, 

•  © 

in 
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Omar.  jn  orc|er  to  have  his  head  cut  off.  It  may 
Hegyra  15.  be  fuppofed  that  Khaled  would  fcarce  have 
3  *  run  fuch  indecent  lengths,  if  he  had  not 
been  heated  by  the  altercations  which  might 
arife  on  fome  of  the  articles  then  propofed. 
But  however  that  was,  the  arabian  author 
hath  not  given  us  the  lead:  light  into  the 
matter,  though  furély  it  was  not  beneath  his 
attention. 

Mahan  being  juftly  enraged  at  Khaled’s 
words,  anfwered,  that  if  it  were  not  for 
the  law  of  nations,  which  made  his  perfon 
facred,  his  head  fhould  pay  for  the  infolent 
language  he  had  given  him;  but  as  his 
publick  charafter  was  a  fecurity  for  him, 
he  would  take  vengance  on  the  prifoners  he 
then  had  in  his  power;  and  he  ordered  they 
fhould  be  forthwith  brought  before  him. 

cc  Take  care  of  what  you  do”  replied  Kha¬ 
led,  in  a  fury,  C£  for  I  fwear  by  Mahomet, 
that  if  you  go  about  to  execute  what  you  have 
threatened,  I  will  kill  you  with  my  own  hand* 
On  this  he  drew  his  fword,  which  he  bran- 
difhed  in  a  menacing  way,  and  the  Arabians 
who  were  with  him  did  the  like. 

Mahan  did  not  think  fit  to  pufh  matters 
any  farther.  On  the  contrary,  he  grew  calm, 
and  refumed  the  converfation  with  the  fame 
compofure  as  if  nothing  had  happened  to 
ruffle  him.  They  even  concluded  the  con¬ 
ference  by  compliments  and  reciprocal  pre¬ 
fen  is.  Khaled  obferving  that  Mahan  feemed 
to  like  a  fcarlet  tent,  which  he  had  caufed  to 

bi 
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be  ere  died  for  him  in  the  grecian  camp,  ge- 

neroufly  offered  it  to  him  3  the  general  ac*  ch.  ær,  636. 

cepted  the  gift,  and  in  return  prefented  him 

with  all  the  prifoners,  whofe  heads  he  had 

juft  threatened  to  take  off.  He  would  alfo 

have  added  other  prefents,  but  Khaled  re» 

fufed  them.  He  was  fully  fatisfied  with 

having  regained  the  prifoners,  who  were  the 

fame  that  Giabalah  had  taken,  and  which  he 

had  brought  to  the  imperial  camp. 

Tho’  the  Arabian  author,  whohas  been  fo  li¬ 
beral  of  his  minute  particulars,  has  left  us  in  the 
dark  as  to  the  main  purpofe  of  the  conference^ 
yet  it  is  certain  that  no  terms  were  agreed  on  ; 
and  each  fide  prepared  to  decide  the  quarrel 
by  the  famous  battle  of  Yermouk,  which  was 
fought  foon  afterwards. 


On  that  occafion  Obeidah  gave  a  manifeft 
proof  of greatnefs  of  mind,  as  well  as  zeal  for  the 
public  good.  That  general  perfectly  well  un- 
derftood  the  detail  of  anarmy,  and  particularly 
the  order  for  marching,  encamping,  and  making 
a  difpofition  of  troops  3  but  he  was  not  calcu¬ 
lated  to  fhine  in  the  heat  of  an  adtion  :  not  that 
he  was  abfolutely  without  courage,  but  he  was 
not  remarkable  for  bravery  3  and  what  diftin- 
guifhed  him  from  many  officers  of  the  fame 
temper,  he  freely  confeffed  it  himfelf. 

Being  fen fible  therefore  that  the  approaching  Obeidah  re- 
battle  would  decide  the  fate  of  Syria,  he  openly 
acknowledged  Khaled’s  fuperior  courage,  bymandofthe 
reftoring  to  him  the  command  of  the  army.  arm^“ 

For  his  part  he  placed  himfelf  in  the  rearguard, 


under 
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Omar,  under  the  yellow  ftandard  which  Abubecre 
chSympf,  delivered  to  him  at  his  departure  for  Syria. 

*  ar'  '  it  was  the  fame  under  which  Mahomet  fought, 
in  the  war  he  waged  againft  the  Jews  of  that 
country. 

Befides,  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  there 
fhould  be  an  officer  with  the  rear  guard,  who 
had  authority  enough  to  keep  the  Arabians 
to  their  duty,  and  prevent  them  from  giving 
ground  ;  for  it  had  been  obferved  that  in  the 
latter  encounters  which  paffed  between  them 
and  the  Greeks,  they  could  fcarce  hand  the 
firft  brunt  -y  the  Arabians  feeming  to  dread 
its  fury,  and  were  not  to  be  depended  upon, 
till  heated  by  aftion. 

Battle  of  Yer-  The  very  fame  thing  happened  at  the  be- 
snoukwon  by  g‘in]ng  of  the  battle  of  Yermouk.  The  right 

’  wing  of  the  muflulman  cavalry  was  broke, 
the  greateft  part  of  them  took  to  flight  ; 
but  they  were  foon  forced  to  return  to  the  com¬ 
bat.  The  arabian  women,  who  were  ported 
in  the  rear  of  their  army,  flopped  the  fugi¬ 
tives,  and  fome  they  treated  very  cruelly  for 
attempting  to  leap  over  the  obftacle  they 
placed  in  their  way.  They  paid  no  refped: 
to  perfons;  and  Sofian  himfelf,  one  of 
the  mort  valiant  captains  amongft  the  Muf- 
fulmen,  being  unable  to  ftand  the  impetu¬ 
ous  attack  of  the  enemy,  and  forced  to  make 
a  retreat,  not  much  unlike  a  flight,  thofe 
brave  heroines  fpared  him  no  more  than  an¬ 
other,  and  one  of  them  having  no  weapon 
fhe  could  attack  him  with,  made  ufe  of  a 

tent- 
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tent-pole,  and  therewith  dealt  him  a  violent  Omar. 
blow,  which  flopped  him  ihort  in  his  flight.  HeSyra  I5* 

The  Arabians  were  greatly  worfled  in  this  Ch' ær' 63 
firft  battle,  (for  they  fought  feveral  days  fuc- 
ceflively)  but  they  refumed  frefh  courage  in 
the  following  engagements  ;  and  after  feveral 
bloody  adtions,  in  which  the  Grecians  fought 
with  the  moft  defperate  fury,  the  latter  were 
forced  to  yield  to  the  bravery  of  the  Maho¬ 
metans  ;  who,  blufhing  that  they  had  given 
way  at  the  firft  onfet  of  the  enemy,  glorioufly 
repaired  in  the  fequel  the  faults  they  had 
committed  the  firft  day. 

Obeidah,  who  in  that  jundture  had  pru¬ 
dently  given  up  to  Khaled  the  foie  direction 
of  all  military  operations,  did  not  in  the  leaft 
interfere  with  that  commander  during  the 
courfe  of  the  feveral  adlions  which  followed 
each  other.  His  only  care  was  to  fee  that 
public  prayers  were  pundtually  performed  in 
the  camp,  and  to  vifit  the  wounded  -,  fome 
of  whom  he  even  drefled  with  his  own 
hand. 

The  grecian  army  having  been  totally 
routed,  the  MufTulmen  remained  maflers  of 
the  field  of  battle,  and  had  no  longer  any 
caufe  to  fear  they  fhould  be  interrupted  in  the 
poflefiion  of  Syria’s  fertile  provinces.  Obei¬ 
dah  therefore  refumed  the  command  of  the 
army,  and  having  given  them  fome  time  for 
reft  at  Yermouk,  he  marched  the  troops  to 
Damafcus,  whence  he  wrote  to  the  Caliph  an 
account  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  MufTulmen. 
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If  credit  may  be  given  to  the  contents 
that  letter,  it  is  no  wonder  the  Arabians  remain¬ 
ed  foie  mailers  of  the  entire  province  of  Syria, 
For  after  the  terrible  lofs  the  Grecians  had 
lu  Rained,  there  could  be  no  troops  left. to  defend 
it.  The  number  killed  on  their  fide  amounted 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou  fait  d  men  3  forty 
thoufand  of  their  troops  were  taken  prifoners, 
and  among!!  them  Mahan  their  general,  who 
was  fhortly  afterwards  flain  at  Damafcus.  The 
Muffulunen  had  only  four  thoufand  and  thirty 
men  killed  on  the  fpot. 

Befides  the  prodigious  number  of  Greeks 
qr  to  inform^  that  fell  on  the  field  of  battle,  the  Muffulmen 

the  (heed's  cf^ewa^  fefeh  aS  ^ieY  met  *n  COUUtry, 

the  battle,  who  were  capable  of  interrupting  their  con¬ 
quers,  44  We  have”  44  faid  Obeidah  to  the 
Caliph,  entirely  deftroyed  all  thofe  that  fled 
to  the  mountains  and  defer ts.  We  have;: 
fecured  all  the  pafiages,  and  God  has  given 
into  our  hands  the  country  of  the  Chriftians, 
their  riches,  and  their  children/’  The  gene¬ 
ral  concludes  his  letter  thus  :  44  Written  frorai 
Damafcus,  whither  we  are  arrived  after  the: 
victory,  and  where  I  wait  for  your  orders 
touching  adivifion  of  the  booty/’  &c. 

This  news,  which  was  of  fo  great  impor¬ 
tance  to  the  nation,  doubtlefs  gave  great  joy 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Medina,  and  in  particu¬ 
lar  to  the  Caliph,  who  immediately  wrote 
to  Obeidah  to  congratulate  him  on  his  victory 
He  commanded  him  to  acquaint  all  the  Muf¬ 
fulmen  of  his  army  -how  well  pleafed  he  was 

with 
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with  the  fervice  they  had  done  their  country;  Omar. 
and  ended  his  letter  with  a  charge  that  the  Hegyra  15. 
general  would  red:  his  troops  at  Damafcus  C  *ær‘ 6363 
till  further  orders.  As  to  the  booty,  he  did  not 
give  any  directions. 

Obeidah  therefore  took  upon  him  to  make 
an  allotment  of  it,  which  he  performed  with 
the  niceft  judgment  and  ftriCteft  equity  ;  and 
he  had  the  pleafure  to  receive  the  Caliph’s  ap¬ 
probation,  when  he  fent  him  an  account  of 
the  manner  in  which  he  had  thought  fit  to 
divide  it.  After  having  given  his  troops  about 
a  month’s  time  to  recover  their  fatigues,  he 
wrote  to  the  Caliph  for  his  orders  as  to  the  fu¬ 
ture  operations  of  the  army. 

An  anfwer  was  foon  difpatched  to  him.  The  Arabians 
Omar,  by  advice  of  his  council,  ordered  that 
fiege  fhould  be  laid  to  Jerufalem,  a  city  which 
the  Arabians  had  long  wifhed  to  be  mailers  of, 
becaufe  it  was  the  place  of  fepulture  of  many 
of  the  prophets  ;  and  efpecialiy  as  Mahomet 
had  been  always  very  defirous  of  poffeffing  it. 

Obeidah  forthwith  caufed  a  body  of  troops 
i  to  file  off  towards  Jerufalem.  The  fir  ft 
;  detachment  that  departed  confifted  of  five 
I  thoufand  men,  the  command  of  which  he 
I  gave  to  Abu  Sofian  ;  and  fent  fhortly  after 
them  feveral  other  bodies  which  were  all  to 
join  before  the  walls  of  the  place.  Sofian  imme¬ 
diately  fummoned  the  town, and  even  propofed 
;  terms,  which  were  all  rejected.  He  therefore 
refolved  to  begin  his  approaches,  and  actually 
battered  the  place  for  ten  days  without  ceaf- 
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ing.  But  the  befieged  made  a  very  vigorous 
defence,  infomuch  that  the  attempts  of  the 
Muflulmen  were  rendered  fruitlefs. 

About  this  time  Obeidah  arrived  with  the 
remainder  of  the  forces  ;  when  he  imagined 
the  befieged  would  be  intimidated  at  fight  of 
fo  numerous  an  army,  and  inclined  to  fur- 
render  on  terms.  Wherefore  he  refolved  to 
write  them  a  letter,  in  which,  after  the  ufual 
preamble,  he  exprefled  himfelf  as  follows: 

“  We  require  you  to  declare  that  there  is 
but  one  God  ;  that  Mahomet  is  his  apoftle  ; 
that  there  will  be  a  day  of  judgment  3  and 
that  God  will  raife  up  the  dead  from  the 
grave. 

<c  If  you  make  this  confeffion,  it  will  be  I 
no  longer  lawful  for  us  to  fried  your  blood, 
or  take  away  your  riches,  or  your  children. 
If  you  refufe  to  do  it,  fubmit  yourfelves  to  pay 
tribute,  other  wife  I  will  fend  out  againft  you 
men  who  embrace  death  with  greater  readi- 
nefs  than  you  fwallow  wine  and  the  flefti  of 
hogs  *  ;  and  if  it  pleafeth  God,  I  will  not 
depart  till  I  have  brought  you  and  your  chil¬ 
dren  into  flavery,  after  having  deftroyed  your 
champions,  and  all  that  fight  for  you.” 

This  letter  was  directed  “  To  the  chief 
commanders  of  the  people  of  Ælia  which 
name  had  been  given  to  Jerufalem  ever  fince 
the  city  was  rebuilt  by  the  emperor  Ælius 
Adrian  us. 

*  The  ufe  of  wine,  and  the  ftefh  of  hogs,  are  both  prohi¬ 
bited  by  the  Alcoran. 
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The  threats  of  the  muffulman  general  did  Omar 
not  intimidate  the  inhabitants  of  Terufalem.  ^e^>ra 
They  continued  to  make  a  moft  obftinate 
defence,  during  more  than  four  months  ;  in 
which  time  many  very  brisk  actions  hap¬ 
pened,  whereby  in  the  end  the  befieged  were 
greatly  weakened.  As  to  the  Muffulmen,  they 
daily  gave  proofs  of  their  courage,  and  which, 
inftead  of  being  abated,  feemed  to  be  heighten» 
ed  by  dangers  and  difficulties.  Befides  the  conti¬ 
nual  faliies  againft  which  they  were  forced  to 
be  ever  on  their  guard,  they  had  the  weather 
to  ftruggle  with,  which  was  almoft  infup- 
portable.  The  winter  was  exceffively  cold  that 
y  ear, and  tents,  which  were  their  only  covering, 
mu  ft  have  proved  a  very  flight  fecurity  againft 
the  feverity  of  the  feafon.  But,  fpight  of 
thefe  obftacles,  they  feemed  refolved  to  carry 
the  place,  or  die  before  it’s  walls. 

So  inflexible  an  obftinacy  caufed  great 
forrow  and  dejeflion  of  mind  in  the  befieged. 

They  forefaw  that  fooner  or  later  the  Mufful- 
men  would  find  a  way  into  the  place,  and  if 
the  city  fhould  unhappily  be  taken  by  ftorm, 
the  Arabians  would  make  themfelves  a  cruel 
amends  for  the  pains  and  fatigue  they  forced 
them  to  undergo.  Thefe  fad  ideas  made  fuch 
an  impreffion  upon  the  chief  inhabitants,  that 
at  laft  they  refolved  to  offer  terms  for  a  fur- 

render.  .  .  Conference 

Sophronius,  patriarch  of  Jerufalem,  a  pre-  between 

late  venerable  on  account  of  his  age,  as  well  as  Obeidahand 
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for  his  dignity,  and  perfonal  merit,  was  re» 
qaefted  to  go  and  confer  with  Obeidah.  The 
patriarch  readily  undertook  the  commiffion, 
and  had  a  long  conference  with  the  mufful- 
man  general.  After  many  propofals,  he  re¬ 
prefen  ted  to  him  that  Jerufalem  was  the  holy 
city,  and  that  God  had  denounced  his  wrath 
againft  him  that  dared  enter  it  in  an  hoftile 
manner. 

u  We  know,”  replied  Obeidah, cc  that  Jeru¬ 
falem  gave  birth,  and  afforded  a  burying 
place  to  many  of  the  prophets.  In  that  fa¬ 
mous  city,  Mahomet  *  our  prophet  was  one 

night 

*  The  Muffuîmen  believe  that  Mahomet,  having  been 
carried  one  night  by  the  angel  Gabriel  from  Mecca  to  Jeru¬ 
falem,  was  thence  taken  up  into  heaven,  where  he  faw  the 
wondrous  things,  an  account  of  which  is  contained  in 
Gagnier’s  life  of  that  prophet.  The  relation  of  it,  which 
conflits  only  of  what  Mahomet  pretended  he  faw  during  that 
night,  fills  the  twelve  frit  chapters  of  the  fécond  book. 
In  order  to  give  a  fpecimen  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
whole  Jtory  is  told,  it  will  be  {efficient  to  quote  what  the 
prophet  fays,  as  to  the  preparations  for  his  journey. 

<e  One  night,”  fays  he,  ‘T  lay  fleeping  betwixt  the  two  hills 
of  Safah  and  Merwah.  The  night  was  very  dark  and 
gloomy,  but  fo  kill,  that  the  dogs  were  not  heard  to  bark, 
nor  the  cocks  to  crow.  On  a  fudden  the  angel  Gabriel  flood 
before  me,  in  the  very  form  wherein  the  moil  high  God 
created  him  ;  his  ikin  was  white  as  fnow,  his  locks  were  flaxen, 
and  fell  in  flowing  ringlets  o’er  his  fhoulders.  His  coun-  1 
tenance  was  majeilic,  open  and  ferene.  His  teeth  were 
bright  and  even,  ana  his  legs  yellow  like  the  faphire.  His 
raiment  was  embroidered  with  pearl  and  the  flneil  gold. 
On  his  forehead  he  bore  a  plate,  on  which  were  infcribed  two 
lines  fhinjng  like  the  light.  In  the  Aril  were  written  thefe 
words  :  There  is  no  God  but  God.  In  the  fécond  thefe  ; 
Mahomet  is  the  apoftie  of  God.  At  fight  of  this,  I  was 
ffiruck  with  the  utmoil  aflonifhment  and  confufion.  I  faw 
round  about  him  feventy  thoufand  little  purfes  filled  with 

mufo 
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night  taken  up  even  into  heaven.  And  that  Omar. 
he  approached  the  prefence  of  God,  within  ^syra^  5- 
reach  of  the  flight  of  two  flhafts.  We  are 
his  difciples,  and  confequently  more  worthy 
the  poflfeffion  of  it  than  you  :  and  we  fhali 
not  give  over  the  fiege,  until  it  fhali  pleaie 

mufk  and  faffron  :  he  had  five  hundred  pair  of  wings,  and 
the  diflance  of  one  wing  from  another  was  five  hundred 
years  journey 

Mahomet  then  relates  the  invitation  he  received  from  the 
angel  Gabriel  to  go  with  him  and  fee  God  ;  and  that  he 
might  perform  the  journey  more  conveniently,  he  mounted 
him  on  a  very  extraordinary  kind  of  bead,  whom  the  angel 
led  by  the  bridle.  Mahomet  thus  deicuibes  the  beaft. 

“Youmuft  know, ,y  fays  the  prophet,  “  that  this  animal  in  no 
wife  refembles  any  of  our  animals,  and  thus  he  is  nearly 
formed  :  He  is  larger  than  an  afs,  and  fmaller  than  a  mule  : 
his  colour  is  white  ;  he  hath  an  human  face,  and  an  horfes 
mouth  ;  his  mane  is  of  fine  pearls  flrewed  with  dazies  and 
hyacinth  flowers,  and  embroidered  with  light.  His  ears 
are  of  emeralds  ;  his  eyes  are  two  large  hyacinths,  finning 
like  the  Aars  in  the  firmament,  and  darting  forth  rays  like 
the  fun.  His  right  temple  is  flrewed  with  inchafed  pearls,  and 
his  left  temple  is  covered  with  plates  of  gold.  His  neck,  break, 
and  back,  are  thick  fet  with  various  kinds  of  precious  floues, 
whence  proceeds  a  luflre  like  the  ftars  in  the  'firmament,  or 
like  the  glaring  lightning,  or  like  a  flame  of  fire.  His  tail 
is  overlaid  with  emeralds.  It  is  lon<?  :  and  waving  it  on  each 
fide,  therewith  he  ffrikes  his  iidcs  and  his  fetlocks.  He  hath 
two  wings  like  thofe  of  an  eagle,  and  large  as  the  circum¬ 
ference  of  a  great  pool,  flrewred  with  pearl,  and  enamelled 
like  a  meadow,  and  covered  with  precious  flones.  From 
his  fides  proceed  an  agreeable  odour  of  mufk  and  fafFron. 

He  hath  a  foul  like  the  human  foul.  He  hears  and  under- 
Hands  what  is  faid  to  him,  but  can  neither  fpeak  nor 
anfwer.  The  reins  of  his  bridle  are  pearls  firung  with  pre¬ 
cious  flones  and  hyacinths.  His  chains  are  gold  and  diver. 

His  bridle  is  of  red  hyacinth.  His  two  wings  are  embroi¬ 
dered  with  light,  and  he  makes  ufe  of  them  to  fly  like  other 
birds. 

Gagnier’s  life  of  Mahomet,  vol.  I.  Book  II. 
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terms  at  any  rate,  treated  about  the  furrender 
of  the  place,  and  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  get 
the  mod:  favourable  terms  he  could  :  when  he 
had  fettled  the  principal  articles  with  Qbeidah, 
he  requeued,  that  out  of  regard  to  a  city  of 
fo  great  note,  they  would  grant  one  more 
condition,  namely, that  the  Caliph  fhould  come 
and  take  poflefiion  of  the  place  in  perfon. 

Qbeidah  agreed  to  this  article  alfo,  as  far 
as  lay  in  his  power  ;  that  is  to  fay,  he  pro» 
mi  fed  he  would  forthwith  difpatch  a  courier 
to  Medina,  to  accquaint  the  Caliph  of  his 
requeft. 

Obeldah  in-  The  muflulman  general  forthwith  wrote  to 
vites  Omar  to  the  Caliph,  lent  him  the  important  news  of 
“n-f6  the  capitulation,  and  defired  he  would  make 
jerufalem.  known  to  him  his  intentions  as  to  the  lafl  arti¬ 
cle,  which  they  feemed  flrongly  to  infill  on. 
Omar  holds  a  Omar  forthwith  held  a  council, to  deliberate 
council  on  on  refolution  he  ought  to  take.  Othman, 

ttliâX  lïiâttcr*  /•  1  *  ^*‘0*  0*11  i  t 

one  01  his  chief  counleiiors,  and  who  will 
fhortly  appear  on  the  muflulman  throne,  was 
of  opinion  the  Caliph  ought  not  to  undertake 
the  voyage.  He  reprefented  that  it  was  pro¬ 
per  to  fhew  the  Chriilians  how  much  they 
defpifed  them,  and  that  they  did  not  think 
them  worthy  of  being  honoured  with  the 
Caliph’s  prefence. 

Aii,  who  fpoke  next,  was  of  a  contrary 
opinion.  He  aflerted,  that  by  refufing  to 

comply 


like  manner  as  he  hath  done  by  many  others. 
The  patriarch,  who  was  directed  to  agree  on 
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comply  with  the  Chriftians,  who  only  waited  Qmar. 
for  the  Caliph’s  appearance  in  order  to  make  ^fS7ra  jç- 
a  fall  fubmifiion,  they  would  run  a  rifque  of  "  '  ær* 
protraflfing  the  war,  and  of  renewing  the  at¬ 
tacks,  which  would  coft  the  faithful  much 
blood.  And  further  he  f  he  wed,  that  Omar’s 
prelence  would  give  infinite  pleafure  to  his 
troops,  and  be  the  greateft  confolation  they 
could  receive,  after  the  continual  fatigues  they 
had  undergone  in  a  fiege  of  fo  long  dura¬ 
tion.  In  a  word,  he  infilled  on  the  dignity  of 
Jerufalem,  a  place  which  was  equally  reve¬ 
renced  by  Mahometans  and  Chriftians,  and  on 
which  he  thought  the  Caliph  ought  to  bellow 
fome  token  of  his  refpedl. 

The  latter  opinion  having  been  approved  of  Omar  ap- 
by  the  council,  the  voyage  was  refolved  on.  fomts  AÎ1  to 
Omar  appointed  Ali  to  be  regent  during  his  fets^utfor je- 
abfence,  and  forthwith  began  his  journey  rufalenu 
with  a  very  fmall  retinue,  and  with  an  equi¬ 
page  in  no  wife  refembling  the  vain-glorious 
pageantry  of  the  antient  Afiatics,  fo  remark¬ 
able  in  hiftory  for  their  luxury  and  effe¬ 
minacy. 

The  Caliph  was  mounted  on  a  forrel-co- 
loured  camel,  which  alfo  carried  two  bags  ;  the 
one  containing  unfodden  rice  and  wheat  in 
the  grain  ;  in  the  other  were  fome  fruits.  He 
bore  alfo  with  him  a  leathern  velfel  filled  with 
water,  and  a  difh,  which  was  only  made  of 
wood.  When  he  halted  to  reft  himfelf,  as 


*  This  food  is  by  the  Arabs  called  Sawîck. 
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well  as  to  take  fome  food,  his  repaid  was  foon 
ready  :  the  Caliph  caufed  the  provifions  he 
Ch.  ær.  636.  brought  to  be  ferved  out,  and  his  fellow- 

travellers  eat  with  him  out  of  the  fame  difh* 
From  fo  plain  an  appearance,  it  would 
have  been  difficult  (if  we  coniider  however 
the  prefent  manners  and  cuftoms  among  ft  us) 
to  have  difcerned  the  fovereign  of  an  im- 
menfe  country,  and  the  conqueror  of  the 
Greeks.  But  the  Muffulmen  of  thole  days, 
who  were  far  from  being  captivated  with 
tinfel  of  pomp  and  outward  fhew,  chofe  their 
their  Caliphs  only  on  account  of  of  their 
courage,  their  virtue,  and  their  love  for  the 
public  good. 

The  plain  and  humble  figure  which  Omar 
made  in  his  progrefs,  gained  him  refpedt  in 
all  places  through  which  he  paffed.  In  many 
parts  they  even  intreated  he  would  flop,  and 
give  his  opinion  in  matters  relating  to  the 
ftate,  as  well  as  private  perfons. 

The  Caliph  Amongft others,  acomplaint  havingbeen  ex- 

paiïè^  r^L^i  hibited  before  him  againft  a  man  who  had  mar- 
equitable  fen-  riçd  two  lifters,  (fuch  kind  of  marriage  had  for 
tences.  a  long  time  been  very  frequent  amongft  the 
Arabians,  but  the  prophet  had  abfolutely  pro¬ 
hibited  them  in  the  Alcoran)  the  Caliph 
caufed  the  accufed  perfon  to  be  brought  be¬ 
fore  him,  and  commanded  that  in  obedience 
to  Mahomet’s  law  he  fhould  quit  one  of  his 
wives.  The  man,  againft  whom  the  fentence 
was  pronounced,  made  bitter  complaints  on 
that  account  5  he  openly  murmured  againft 

the 
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the  muffuiman  dodtrine,  and  even  faid  he  Omar. 
was  forry  to  the  laft  degree  he  had  ever  em~  *5- 
braced  it.  The  Caliph  in  a  rage  hoick  him  ær*  6309 
over  the  head  with  his  ftaff,  and  faid,  c<  What 
doft  thou  dare  to  revile  Iflamifm,  which  is  the 
religion  of  God,  of  his  angels,  and  of  his 
apoftles  ?  know,  that  fuch  as  renounce  it  for¬ 
feit  their  heads.” 

This  menace  having  filenced  all  complaints, 
nothing  remained  but  for  the  hufoand  to 
make  his  option,  in  obedience  to  the  Caliph's 
decree:  but  as  the  perfon  accufed  had  an 
equal  love  for  them  both,  he  was  at  the  great- 
eft  lofs  which  to  chufe.  Omar  therefore  put 
an  end  to  his  uncertainty  by  ordering  lots  to 
be  caft,  and  as  the  lot  fell  thrice  on  the  fame 
woman,  file  was  chofen,  and  the  other  dif- 
miffed. 

As  the  Caliph  continued  his  journey,  he 
found  feveral  wretches  bound  faft  to  trees,  and 
expofed  to  the  heat  of  the  fun,  which  is  a 
terrible  punifhment  in  fo  hot  a  climate. 

Having  enquired  of  them  wherefore  they  had 
been  condemned  to  undergo  fo  rigorous  a  tor¬ 
ment,  they  anfwered,  they  were  poor  debtors, 
unable  to  fatisfy  their  creditors,  for  which 
caufe  their  mafters  had  treated  them  fo  cruelly. 

The  Caliph  ordered  them  to  be  immediately 
unbound,  arid  having  fent  for  thofe  to  whom 
they  were  indebted,  be  fpoke  thefe  words  ; 
u  Ceafe  to  torment  thefe  poor  men,  and  do 
not  require  of  them  more  than  they  can  per¬ 
form.  For  I  have  often  heard  the  prophet 

fay. 
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Omar,  fay,  do  not  make  men  fuffer  affliction;  for 

Hegyra  15.  fuch  as  afflict  them  in  this  world,  will  be 
Ch.ær.  636.  pUnjffrec]  jn  foel!/’ 

In  a  Ihort  time  he  palled  another  fentence 
relating  to  the  condudt  of  an  old  man,  who, 
having  married  a  young  wife,  permitted  a 
youth,  who  was  his  fervant,  to  lhare  with 
him  the  nuptial  delights  ;  and  they  had  fo 
contrived  matters  as  to  enjoy  her  each  his 
day.  The  Caliph  having  reprefented  to  him 
that  fuch  a  commerce  was  in  itfelf  infamous, 
and  that  it  was  alfo  expreily  prohibited  by 
the  Alcoran,  abfolutely  commanded  the  young 
man  to  ceafe  his  correfpondence  with  the  wo¬ 
man,  and  even  threatened  he  would  caufe 
his  head  to  be  cut  off,  if  he  heard  they  ad> 
ed  contrary  to  his  orders. 

The  Caliph  Having  made  feveral  other  neceffary  regu- 
amyes  at  me  iat;ons  during  his  progrefs,  he  arrived  at  laft  on 

and  reforms  the  frontiers  or  oyria,  and  Ihortly  afterwards 
feveral abufes.  went  to  the  arabian  camp.  The  day  after 
his  arrival,  he  performed  the  morning  fervice, 
and  ended  his  prayer  with  an  exhortation.  He 
afterwards  vifited  the  camp,  and  abolilhed 
many  evil  cuftoms  which  were  taking  root 
amongft  the  troops.  He  obferved  in  particu¬ 
lar,  that  they  were  cloathed  in  garments  of 
coftly  filk,  which  they  had  acquired  by  plun¬ 
dering  the  Chriftians.  He  was  difpleafed  at 
their  luxury  to  fo  great  a  degree,  that  he  in- 
ftantly  caufed  the  guilty  to  be  rigoroufly  pu- 
mihed,  and  their  cioaths  to  be  torn  in  pieces. 

He 
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He  was  juftly  appreheniive  that  their  tafte  Omar. 
fordrefs  and  fplendor,  increafing  by  imper- 
ceptible  degrees,  would  fpoil  the  fimplicity  5 

and  modefty  of  the  Muffulmen,  and  make 
them  lukewarm  as  to  religion. 

So  foon  as  news  came  to  Jerufalem  of 
the  Caliph’s  arrival,  they  fent  out  deputies 
to  compliment  him,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  negotiate  the  articles  of  capitulation. 

After  a  few  conferences,  Omar  with  his 
own  hand  drew  up  the  following  writing, 
which  ferved,  as  it  were,  for  a  model  for 
all  the  capitulations  afterwards  granted  by 
the  Muffulmen  to  the  Chriftians. 

cc  The  Chriftians  fhall  build  no  new  Capitulation 
churches,  either  in  the  city  or  the  adjacent  £r?n!ed  t0  ^ 
territory.  They  mall  not  hinder  the  Mullul-  jerufalem. 
men  from  entering  their  churches,  either  by 
day  or  by  night.  They  fhall  open  the  doors 
of  them  to  all  paffengers  and  travellers. 

If  any  Muffulman,  being  on  a  journey,  fliail 
come  to  their  city  and  fojourn  there,  they 
fhall  entertain  him  at  their  own  expence 
during  the  three  firft  days  after  his  arrival. 

cc  They  fhall  not  teach  the  Alcoran  to 
their  children  ;  they  fhall  not  fpeak  openly  of 
their  religion.  They  fhall  perfuade  no  per- 
fon  to  embrace  it,  and  (hall  not  hinder  their 
kinsfolks  from  becoming  Muffulmen. 

<c  They  fhall  not  be  cloathed  like  the 
Muffulmen.  They  fhall  not  wear  turbans,  or 
be  fhod  like  them  ;  nor  (hall  they  part  their 
hair  in  the  fame  manner.  They  fhall  not 

fpeak 
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fpeak  the  arabian  tongue,  nor  bear  the  fame 
names. 

C£  They  fhall  rife  to  fhew  refpedt  to  the 
Muffulmen,  and  continue  Handing  till  they 
are  feated.  They  fhall  make  ufe  of  no  fad- 
dies  for  riding  on  horfeback,  and  fhall  carry 
no  arms.  They  fhall  fell  no  wine.  They 
fhall  wear  girdles.  They  fhall  eredt  no 
croffes  on  their  churches,  and  fhall  carry 
none  in  the  flreets  of  the  Muffulmen.  They 
fhall  not  ring  their  bells,  but  they  may  toll 
them.  They  fhall  make  ufe  of  no  fervant 
who  hath  been  in  the  fervice  of  a  Muf- 
fulman.” 

Thefe  articles  having  been  figned  by  both 
'parties,  the  Caliph  made  his  entry  into  Je~ 
rafale m  with  a  numerous  retinue.  The  pa¬ 
triarch  coming  out  to  receive  him,  Omar 
afked  him  feveral  queftions  touching  the  an¬ 
tiquities  of  the  city,  and  requefled  that  he 
■would  fhew  him  the  fineft  churches.  In 
the  firfl  he  vifited,  he  enquired  whether  he 
might  not  fay  his  prayers  there.  The  pa¬ 
triarch  anfwered,  that  it  was  in  his  power 
to  do  what  he  thought  fit  ;  on  which  the 
Caliph  forthwith  left  the  church  without 
praying.  He  was  conduced  in  like  manner 
to  the  other  churches  which  were  fhewn 
him,  and  he  did  not  flop  till  he  came  to  the 
church  of  Confiant ine.  After  having  cu- 
rioufly  examined  the  beauty  of  that  edifice, 
he  fell  on  his  knees  upon  the  fleps  leading 

to 


t 


the  ARABIANS.  223 

to  the  eaft  door,  and  there  continued  fome  Omar, 
time  in  prayer. 

When  he  had  made  an  end,  he  arofe,  Hegyra  16. 
and  laid  to  the  patriarch,  cc  Doubtlefs  you ær*  6370 
think  my  behaviour  a  little  ftrange,  but 
know  it  was  occaftoned  by  my  regard  for 
you,  with  an  intent  that  I  might  preferve  to 
you  the  full  poffeffion  of  your  churches  ; 
for  had  I  once  uttered  my  prayers  therein, 
it  would  have  been  out  of  my  power  to 
fecure  them  for  you  :  the  Muffulmen  would 
have  challenged  and  feized  them  on  account 
of  the  right  they  claim  of  performing  their 
devotions  in  thofe  places  where  the  Caliph 
has  once  prayed.” 

Omar  forefeeing  that  the  Arabians  would  ArticIe  added 
confequently  go  at  their  pleafure  to  pray 
the  fteps  of  Conftantine’s  church,  he  called  fpea  to  the 
for  the  capitulation,  and  with  his  own  hand  churcties« 
added  an  article,  importing,  that  the  Muf¬ 
fulmen  ftiould  not  pray  on  the  fteps,  or  be¬ 
fore  the  porches  of  any  of  the  chriftian 
churches,  lave  only  one  at  a  time  ;  and  that 
the  Muezins,  that  is  to  fay  the  common 
criers,  who  fummoned  people  to  prayers, 
ihouid  not  ftand  at  thofe  places  to  call  the 
Mahometans  thither. 

Omar,  having  vilited  what  was  worthy 
attention  in  the  newly-conquered  city,  de¬ 
li  red  they  would  ftiew  him  the  fpot  on 
which  Solomon  had  in  former  days  eredted 
a  temple  to  the  Lord  :  and  he  made  choice 
of  that  place  whereon  to  eredt  a  {lately 
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mofque  for  performance  of  the  mahometan 
worfhip. 

Hiftorians  in  general  relate  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  a of  the  Caliph,  which  palled  at 
the  time  they  (hewed  him  the  (lone,  which 
(they  faid)  ferved  Jacob  as  a  pillow,  when 
he  had  the  vifion  of  the  myftical  ladder. 
The  Chriftians  had  taken  no  care  of  the 
(lone,  or  the  place  where  it  was  fixed,  in- 
fomuch  that  it  was  almofl:  buried  in  filth. 
Omar,  being  greatly  offended  at  the  negledl 
they  had  fhewn  to  fo  venerable  a  monu¬ 
ment,  refolved  to  clean fe  the  place  himfelf. 
To  which  end  he  took  up  in  the  flap  of  his 
robe  as  much  filth  as  it  could  contain,  and 
carried  it  to  fome  diftance,  where  he  threw 
it  down.  The  Muffulmen  who  accompa¬ 
nied  him  took  a  pride  in  following  his  ex¬ 
ample  3  and  in  a  few  moments  the  (lone,  as 
well  as  the  ground  about  it,  were  rendered 
tolerably  clean.  The  Caliph  then  ordered 
his  attendants  to  wafhthe  (lone,  after  which 
he  fell  on  his  knees  and  prayed.  This 
incident  is  a  manifeft  proof  of  the  great 
veneration  which  the  firft  Muffulmen  (hewed 
to  the  antient  patriarchs. 

Omar  tarried  fome  time  longer  at  Jerufa- 
lem.  He  held  feveral  councils  there,  and 
during  his  abode,  was  bufied  in  regulating 
affairs,  as  well  fuch  as  related  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  city,  as  to  the  muffulman  ftate, 
and  particularly  the  newly-conquered  coun¬ 
tries.  He  gave  to  Abu-Obeidah  the  go¬ 
vernment 
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vernment  of  Northern  Syria,  in  which  were  Omar. 
the  cities  of  Aleppo,  Hauran,  &c.  Abu-  63*70 
Soiian  was  made  governor  of  the  fouthern 
part,  which  conhfted  of  Paleftine  and  the 
maritime  towns.  And  as  Egypt  had  not 
been  attacked  by  the  Muflulmen,  Amru- 
ebn-al-As  was  appointed  to  undertake  the 
conqueft  of  that  country. 

During  the  time  the  Caliph  was  at  Jeru-  Caab  embra- 
falem,  a  Jew,  named  Caab,  came  to  con-  °" 
fer  with  him  touching  Mahometifm,  which 
he  was  willing  to  embrace.  His  father  (who 
was  a  rabbi  deeply  learned  in  the  law  of 
Mofes)  having,  he  faid,  often  obferved  that 
Mahomet  would  be  the  feal  of  the  prophets, 
he  therefore  deiired  Omar  to  give  him  fome 
account  of  the  Mahometan  dodtrine. 

The  Caliph  readily  complied  with  his  re- 
queft,  and  quoted  feveral  paffages  in  the 
Alcoran,  likely  to  take  with  a  man  brought 
up  in  the  Je  with  faith.  He  told  Caab,  that 
Abraham  recommended  the  mahometan  re¬ 
ligion  to  his  children,  and  that  Jacob  did 
the  like.  Secondly,  that  Abraham  was  nei¬ 
ther  Jew  nor  Chriftian,  but  an  orthodox 
Maflulman,  and  not  of  the  number  of 
thofe  that  join  partners  with  God.  '  And 
laftly,  he  indanced  what  Mahomet  had  fre¬ 
quently  repeated  to  his  difciples.  “  Your 
religion/5  faid  the  prophet,  cc  is  the  fame  with 
that  of  your  father  Abraham,  v  He  gave  you 
the  name  of  Muffulrnan.  You  believe  in 
one  only  God  ;  the  Chriftians  believe  in 

Vgl.  L  three, 
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three,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghoft  3  which  is  giving  God  equals,  and 
acknowledging  feveral  Gods.  Glorify  your- 
felves,  therefore,  in  the  name  of  Unitarians, 
and  acknowledge  but  one  God,  in  like  man¬ 
ner  as  your  father  Abraham  did.”  The  Jew 
being  fatisfied  with  thofe  proofs,  inftantly 
embraced  Mahometifm,  and  made  his  pub¬ 
lic  profeffion  in  prefence  of  the  Caliph.  The 
converfion  of  this  man  greatly  affedted 
Omar,  who  openly  declared,  he  was  as 
much  pleafed  with  the  acquifition  of  that 
profelite,  as  with  the  conqueft  of  Jerufalem  : 
and  the  better  to  ftrengthen  the  new  Mufful- 
man  in  his  faith,  he  invited  him  to  go  to 
Medina,  and  vifit  the  prophet’s  tomb*. 

Omar  made  no  delay  in  returning  to 
that  city,  where  he  was  received  with  fo 
much  the  more  joy,  as  they  feared  he  would 
have  fixed  his  refidence  at  Jerufalem.  They 
knew  he  entertained  a  great  veneration  for 
that  city;  and  belides,  the  beauty  of  the 
country,  the  fertility  of  the  neighbouring 
parts,  and  the  temperature  and  wholefom- 
nefs  of  the  climate,  were  advantages  which 
made  them  apprehenfive  left  the  Caliph 
fhould  prefer  that  fituation  to  any  other. 
But  Omar,  who  was  unmoved  by  merely 
fenfual  pleafures,  did  not  hefitate  a  mo¬ 
ment  in  returning  to  Medina,  which  he  con- 

*  It  is  fufpefted  that  this  is  the  fame  Caab  who  became 
a  profelite  in  Mahomet’s  time,  above  ten  years  before  Omar 
took  Jerufalem. 
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fidered  as  the  cradle  of  Mahometifm,  and  Omar. 
the  centre  of  religion.  chS~ra/6* 

Obeidah  alfo  departed  from  Jerufalem,  *.  37 

fhortly  after  Omar  left  that  city,  and  went  ^sfeveraf1" 
to  take  poffeffion  of  the  government  which  towns, 
the  Caliph  had  conferred  on  him.  His  fir  ft 
care  was  to  fubdue  feveral  cities  which  ftill 
remained  in  poffeffion  of  the  Chriftians.  He 
in  a  fhort  time  became  mailer  of  Kennefrin 
and  Alhadir,  which  furrenclered  on  terms  ; 
and  on  the  inhabitants  whereof  he  raffed 
very  confiderable  fums  of  money.  He  then 
formed  a  delign  of  approaching  Aleppo, 
that  he  might  make  that  city  alfo  undergo 
the  fame  fate. 

The  place  was  already  hotly  alarmed  ;  Siege  of 
the  chief  part  of  the  citizens,  who  were  in  A1"pp0‘ 
poffeffion  ofimmenfe  riches  which,  they  had 
acquired  by  trade,  were  very  ready  to  treat 
with  the  enemy,  to  avoid  the  difmal  effects 
of  a  liege,  which  might  caufe  the  utter 
ruin  of  the  city,  as  well  as  of  their  for¬ 
tunes.  They  imparted  their  delign  to  fome 
officers  belonging  to  the  troops  in  the  caftle  ; 
but  opinions  were  divided,  and  at  laft  it 
was  agreed  they  fhould  prepare  for  their 
defence. 


The  emperor  Heraclius  had  appointed  Bivifion  be- 

one  of  his  principal  officers  to  be  governor  *heen  the  tw.° 
.  h  r  .  r  T  governors  of 

this  cattle,  (which  was  one  ot  the  the  place. 


of  this  caftle,  (which 
ftrongeft  fortrefles  in  Syria)  and  had  alfo 
given  him  the  command  in  chief  of  the 
whole  country  lying  between  Aleppo  and 

2  the 
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Omar,  the  Euphrates.  That  officer  was  lately  dead* 
Hegyra  1 6.  leaving  two  fons,  who  had  diftinguiffied 
Ch.  ær.  637.  tjlemfeives  jn  the  army.  The  one  was  called 

Youkinna,  the  other  John.  They  both  re¬ 
fid  ed  in  the  caftle,  and  were  indeed  joint 
governors  of  it  3  but  Youkinna  had  in  ge¬ 
neral  the  conduct  of  affairs,  for  his  brother 
John  led  a  very  retired  life,  and  paffed  the 
greateft  part  of  his  time  in  reading  and 
prayer  ;  fo  that  he  feldom  interfered  in  any 
matters  relating  to  the  government. 

However,  when  he  heard  of  the  taking 
Kennefrin,  and  that  the  Muffulmen  were 
preparing  to  puffi  their  conquefts,  he  was 
one  of  the  firft  to  make  a  motion  conform¬ 
able  to  the  defign  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Aleppo.  He  afferted,  that  fince  they  could 
fecure  themfelves  from  the  Arabians  by  help 
of  money,  it  would  be  the  moft  prudent 
to  treat  with  them,  and  obtain  the  moft  ad¬ 
vantageous  terms  they  could. 

Youkinna,  who  was  of  a  very  martial 
difpofition,  was  enraged  at  his  brother’s  pro¬ 
posal  :  he  reproached  him  for  his  faint- 
heartednefs,  and  added,  by  way  of  in  fuit, 
that  none  but  a  monk  would  have  enter¬ 
tained  fuch  a  thought  ;  but  that  for  his 
part,  far  from  thinking  of  a  furrender,  he 
was  bent  on  defending  himfelf  to  the  laft 
extremity. 

youfeinna faî-  Upon  this  he  forthwith  affembled  his 

ce|VUtllf'UC"  f°rces*  He  even  procured  a  confiderable 
fuccour  from  the  Chriftian  Arabians,  who 

fent 
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font  him  a  large  reinforcement.  So  foon  as 
he  thought  himfelf  ftrong  enough,  he  re- 
folved  to  ftrike  a  bold  ftroke,  by  attacking 
the  Muffulmen  without  delay.  And  he  was 
the  rather  induced  to  form  fuch  a  refolu- 
tion,  by  the  intelligence  he  received,  that 
the  enemy  had  divided  their  troops  into 
three  bodies  ;  and  he  was  in  hopes  that  by 
making  a  hidden  attack,  he  might  beat  one 
of  their  divifions. 

His  projeét  was  attended  with  tolerable 
good  fuccefs.  For  at  his  firft  fally  he  came 
up  with  a  detachment  of  one  thoufand  men, 
which  Obeidah  had  fent  forth  to  view  the 
pofture  of  the  Chriftians.  Youkinna  fell 
furioufly  on  the  Muffulmen,  who  for  a 
while  defended  themfelves  with  their  ufual 
bravery.  But  fortune  foon  declared  for  the 
governor,  who  was  fuperior  in  numbers. 
The  Mahometans  were  broke,  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  them  were  cut  in.  pieces  ;  and  pro¬ 
bably  not  one  of  them  would  have  efcaped, 
had  not  the  night  put  an  end  to  the  combat. 

Youkinna,  elated  with  his  victory,  would 
have  rendered  it  compleat  by  purfuing  the 
fugitives  ;  but  he  was  redrained  by  the  fear 
of  falling  into  an  ambufcade»  He  forthwith 
called  off  his  troops,  and  haftily  entrenched 
himfelf  on  the  fpot  where  he  was,  with  a 
view  of  beginning  his  march  at  day-break, 
in  order  to  deftroy  the  remains  of  the 
enemy's  detachment. 

3  He 
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He  might  reafonably  have  entertained 
hopes  that  fo  bold  a  ftep  taken  by  him 
would  have  raifed  the  drooping  fpirits  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Aleppo,  and  occaiioned 
them  to  give  over  all  thoughts  of  treating 
with  the  enemy  ;  but  at  the  very  moment 
he  was  beating  the  Muffulmen,  the  timorous 
inhabitants  began  a  treaty  with  them.. 

Thirty  of  the  principal  men  of  the  city 
were  deputed  to  go  to  Kennefrin,  where 
Obeidah  had  refided  for  fome  time.  When 
thofe  deputies  arrived  at  the  arabian  camp, 
they  forthwith  begged  for  quarter,  as  if 
they  had  been  actually  at  the  enemy’s  mercy. 
They  were  met  at  the  entrance  of  the  camp, 
and  conducted  to  the  general,  and  were 
greatly  amazed  to  fee  how  quiet  the  Muf- 
j  ul men  appeared  to  be  ;  fome  were  at  prayers, 
and  others  converting  together.  This  fo  afto- 
nifhed  the  inhabitants  of  Aleppo,  that  they 
concluded  the  detachment  againft  which 
Youkinna  had  marched  out,  had  gotten  the 
better  :  and  one  of  them  even  whifpered  it 
in  the  ear  of  his  companion  ;  however  not 
fo  low  but  he  was  overheard  by  an  Ara¬ 
bian,  who  immediately  carried  the  news  to 
Obeidah. 

That  general,  who  had  heard  nothing  of 
his  detachment,  was  very  uneafy  at  the  in¬ 
formation/  However,  he  gave  audience  to 
the  deputies,  who  told  him  they  were  come 
in  the  name  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  Aleppo, 
to  treat  for  the  city  in  particular  3  which 

ftep 
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ftep  they  had  taken  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  Omar. 
their  governor  Youkinna,  whofe  condud  ^ 

towards  them  was  infupportably  tyrannical  3  •  æ  —  37^ 

that  they  had  propofed  to  negotiate  with  the 
Muffulmen  ;  but  he  abfolutely  rejeded  their 
propofal,  and  had  even  made  ready  to  march 
out  againft  them. 

Obeidah,  whofe  uneafinefs  was  continually 
heightened,  imagined  his  troops  had  been 
worfted,  and  he  for  fome  time  refufed  to 
treat  with  the  deputies.  He  was  confirmed 
in  his  refufal,  by  an  obfervation  which  one  of 
his  chief  officers  made,  namely,  that  the  city 
and  caftle  of  Aleppo  were  fo  near  each  other 
that  the  inhabitants  mu  ft  know  what  had  pal- 
fed  -y  that  their  pretended  ignorance  was  a  fnare 
which  he  muft  take  care  to  avoid  ;  that  they 
did  not  aft  fincerely,  and  in  fhort,  that  a  dan¬ 
gerous  plot  was  hatched  againft  the  muf- 
fulman  troops. 

The  deputies  of  Aleppo  were  fo  pre fling 
in  their  entreaties,  and  teemed  to  ad:  with 
fuch  great  unreferve,  that  Obeidah,  who  was 
eafily  wrought  on,  at  laft  refolved  to  yield. 

Befides,  he  perceived  his  compliance  might  be 
very  beneficial  to  the  Muffulmen,  as  it  would 
enable  them  to  procure  a  plenty  of  provifions. 
fie  therefore  faid  to  flich  of  his  officers  as 
feemed  ftill  perfuaded  that  the  deputies  only 
aimed  to  impofe  on  him,  ££  I  beg  you  will 
entertain  a  higher  opinion  of  God,  who  will 
not  deceive  us,  or  give  them  the  dominion 
over  us.” 

0.4 
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At  laft  they  came  over  to  Obeidah’s  opi¬ 
nion,  and  a  treaty  was  begun  with  the  depu¬ 
ties.  They  were  taxed  at  a  certain  fum,  and 
it  was  alfo  required  that  they  fliould  furnifh 
the  Muffulmen  with  provifions;  that  they 
fliould  difclofe  to  them  all  matters  they  fliould 
know  which  might  be  prejudical  to  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  Mahometans,  and  that  they 
fliould  prevent  Youkinna  from  re-entering  the 
caftle. 

The  deputies  accepted  all  thefe  conditions 
fave  only  the  laft.  They  reprefented  that  they 
could  not  engage  for  the  performance  of  it,  for 
as  the  governor  was  back’d  by  a  1  arge  body  of  ve¬ 
teran  troops,  they  did  not  think  themfelves 
ftrong  enough  to  undertake  any  fuch  thing 
againft  him  :  Obeidah  no  longer  infilled  on 
the  article  :  he  only  made  them  fwear  to  the 
performance  of  the  other  conditions,  and  then 
difmiffed  them. 

On  their  return  to  Aleppo,  they  found  the 
whole  city  in  an  uproar,  on  account  of  the 
menaces  of  Youkinna.  At  the  very  time  he 
was  preparing  to  gain  frefh  advantages  over 
the  Muffulmen,  he  received  information  of 
the  ftep  the  citizens  had  taken.  On  this  he 
quitted  his  defign,  and  even  retired  forthwith 
into  the  caftle,  for  fear  they  fliould  cut  him 
off  from  it  ;  but  when  he  heard  the  purport 
of  the  articles  which  the  deputies  had  figned, 
he  fell  into  the  utmoft  rage,  and  refolved  he 
would  inftantly  atttempt  to  prevail  with  the 
inhabitants  to  break  the  treaty. 
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He  Tallied  out  of  the  caftle  at  the  head  of  Omar. 
his  troops,  and  entering  the  city,  drew  them  16  _ 

up  in  order  of  battle,  and  threatened  to  deftroy  *  >3ye 
all  with  fire  and  fword,  if  they  did  not  comply  YouKinna  , 
with  his  requeft.  He  nrlt  demanded  that  the  inhabi- 
they  fhould  deliver  into  his  hands  the  author tants  to  break 
of  the  treaty,  andin  the  next  place  required tiietreac>‘ 
that  the  inhabitants  fhould  march  out  with 
him  to  engage  the  enemy. 

Thefe  propofals  having  met  with  a  very  He  kills  his 
bad  reception.  Three  hundred  of  the  moft  brother, 
refradtory  were  flain  on  the  fpot  by  You  kin- 
na’s  orders.  John,  his  brother,  vainly  attempted 
to  calm  his  rage,  and  fell  a  facrifice  to  his 
mediation.  Youkinna  cut  off  his  head  with 
his  cymetar.  The  maffacre  would  have  been 
much  greater,  if  the  inhabitants  had  not 
forthwith  difpatched  a  meffenger  to  Obeidah, 
to  inform  him  of  what  paffed,  and  to  beg 
for  fuccour. 

The  muflulman  gneral  inftantly  fent  to  them  Youkinna  ra¬ 
the  brave  Khaled.  who  foon  arrived  at  thetir^  int,° 
city;  but  Youkinna  was  no  longer  there; 
he  fufpedted  the  Arabians  would  be  in  mo¬ 
tion,  and  he  refolved  to  retreat  to  the  citadel, 
for  fear  of  being  fhut  up  in  a  place  where 
every  inhabitant  was  become  his  perfonal 
enemy. 

Khaled,  not  finding  him  in  the  city,  refolved 
immediately  to  befiege  the  caftle  ;  but  he  met 
with  a  greater  refiftance  than  he  expedted.The 
intrepid  Youkinna  performed  prodigies  of  va¬ 
lour,  Khaled,  provoked  by  fo  obftinate  a  defence. 


caille,  where 
he  is  befieged. 
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Omar.  gaVe  full  fcope  to  his  impetuous  courage  ;  and 
Q^§yra  '  t^e  m°ft  heroic  feats  of  arms  were  performed 
*  æi*  63/’  on  both  lid  es.  In  thefe  attacks  the  two  com» 
manders  acquired  the  greateft  glory.  For  a 
long  time  it  was  not  perceptible  on  which 
fide  the  advantage  lay  ;  however,  by  degrees 
Youkinna  prevailed,  and  Khaled  was  for¬ 
ced  to  abate  the  vigour  of  his  attacks,  in 
order  to  give  his  troops  a  little  breathing 
time. 

He  makes  fe-  The  governor,  being  encouraged  to  find  his 
veral  rallies.  enemy  dreaded  him,  began  to  pufh  his  ad¬ 
vantage,  and  went  to  attack  him  in  his  in- 
trenchments.  His  attempt  fucceeded,  he 
made  a  Tally  in  the  night  time  at  the  head  of 
his  braveft  troops,  and  falling  furioufly  on  a  part 
of  the  camp  which  he  had  heard  was  but  weakly 
guarded,  he  flew  about  fixty  Muffulmen,  and 
took  as  many  prifoners,  whom  he  carried 
back  with  him  to  the  citadel:  and  to  fhew  Khaled 
how  little  he  feared  him,  he  the  next  morning 
brought  out  his  prifoners  on  the  ramparts, 
and  caufed  them  all  to  be  beheaded  in  the 
very  fight  of  the  Muffulmen. 

In  a  fhort  time  Youkinna  llruck  another 
ftroke,  equally  bold.  His  fpies  having  brought 
him  intelligence,  that  a  large  party  of  Maho¬ 
metans  had  been  foraging  at  a  confiderable 
diftance  from  the  citadel,  he  forthwith  marched 
out  with  fome  chofen  troops,  and  attacked 
the  foragers  •  he  killed  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty  of  them,  difperfed  the  reft,  and  after 
having  feized  the  greateft  part  of  their  beafts  of 

burthen, 
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burthen,  he  ham-ftringed  the  reft,  and  retired  Omar. 
into  the  mountains,  there  to  wait  till  night,  ^g^ra  l6' 
that  by  means  of  the  darknefs  he  might  re-  ' ær*  37% 
turn  to  the  caftle. 

Khaled  not  having  received  information  of  ^haIe/!  de~ 
the  evil,  till  it  was  too  late  to  apply  a  remedy,  im  dt  a 
refolved  he  would  in  fome  meafure  repair  it, 
by  fhutting  up  the  enemy  in  the  mountains  to 
which  they  had  retired.  The  account  which 
he  received  from  fome  Chriftians  in  thofe 
parts,  who  entertained  a  violent  hatred  againft 
Youkinna,  was  of  the  utmoftfervice  to  him. 

Thefe  traitors  file  wed  him  a  narrow  pafs, 
through  which  the  governor  was  obliged  to 
march  in  his  return.  Khaled  went  in  order 
to  furprize  him  in  the  defile,  and  a  bloody 
encounter  happened,  in  which  both  parties 
gave  fignal  proofs  of  the  moft  confummate 
bravery.  At  laft  Youkinna  extricated  him- 
felf  from  the  difficulty,  and  happily  regained 
the  citadel  ;  but  the  lofs  which  attended  that 
event  was  very  little  different  from  a  defeat, 
part  of  his  beft  foldiers  being  left  on  the  fpot. 

Befides  which  the  Muffulmen  took  three  hun¬ 
dred  prifoners,  whom  Khaled  caufed  to  be  * 
put  to  death  even  before  the  governor's 
face. 

After  this  exploit  the  Mahometans  renewed  Khaled  re- 

their  attacks  on  the  caftle  :  but  the  troops  that  nTs  ills,at* 
j  ,  t  A  1  m  ^cks  on  the 

remained  were  more  than  enough  to  baffle  caftle, 

all  the  attempts  of  the  beftegers.  Khaled, 

vexed  to  find  there  was  no  probability  of 

carrying  his  point  by  force,  refolved  to  have 

recourfe 
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recourfe  to  Stratagem.  Hecaufed  his  troops 
to  decamp,  and  to  march  a  confiderable  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  citadel,  as  if  he  had  adtually 
raifed  the  fiege.  He  at  the  fame  time  planted 
Several  Strong  ambaShes,  in  hopes  the  enemy 
would  fall  into  them.  He  expected  the  go¬ 
vernor  would  Sally  out  with  his  troops  to  at¬ 
tack  the  Muffulmen  and  harrafs  them  in  their 
retreat;  but  Youkinna  did  not  fall  into  the 
Snare;  he  wifely  kept  clofe  within  his  walls, 
and  took  advantage  of  the  enemys  departure 
to  repair  his  fortifications. 

The  Muffulmen,  amazed  at  the  governor’s 
great  caution  on  that  occalion,  Su  Spelled  Some 
concealed  traitor  mu  ft  have  rendered  fruitlefs 
the  means  they  had  ufed  to  Surprize  the  enemy. 
For  this  caufe  they  made  a  very  ftridt  enquiry, 
and  at  la  ft  Seized  a  Chriftian,  who,  after 
ufing  every  artifice  he  could  think  of  to  avoid 
making  a  difcovery,  confeffed,  that  it  was  he 
who  informed  the  governor  of  all  thatpaffed 
in  the  muffulman  camp.  His  Sentence  was 
Soon  pronounced,  and  he  was  condemned 
to  die:  but  as  he  was  a  Chriftian,  they  offered 
him  his  pardon,  if  he  would  embrace  Ma- 
hometifm.  The  wretch,  without  the  leaft 
hefitation  turned  Muffulman,  and  his  life  was 

Youkinna’s  affairs  were  in  no  wife  damaged 
by  the  lofs  of  the  Spy.  That  brave  governor 
continued  to  defend  himfelf  So  courageoufly, 
that  the  impatient  K haled,  who  was  not 
ufed  to  meet  with  fo  obftinate  a  refill  an  ce, 

lay 
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lay  aim  oft  five  months  before  the  caftle,  with-  Omar. 

out  being  able  to  take  it.  Ch^r*  637 

The  hopes  they  entertained  of  becoming  *  * 

mafter  of  the  citadel  every  day,  had  prevented  hi^difcontent 
Obeidah  from  writing  to  the  Caliph.  Omar  atobeidah’s 
being  uneafy  that  fo  long  a  time  had  paffed fllence* 
without  hearing  from  his  army,  wrote  to  the 
general,  and  commanded  him  to  fend  an 
immediate  account  of  the  pofture  of  the 
mufiulman  affairs. 

Obeidah  inftantly  returned  an  anfwer  to 
the  Caliph,  and  excufed  himfelf  for  not 
writing  fooner,  for  that  after  he  had  fo  eafily 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  Kennefrin,  Alhadir, 
and  Aleppo,  he  found  his  conquefts  retarded 
by  a  fingle  fortrefs,  which  had  till  that  time 
been  defended  in  fo  refolute  a  manner,  that 
he  feared  he  fhould  be  obliged  to  raife  the 
fiege.  He  added,  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
march  without  delay  for  Antioch,  and  defired 
he  would  acquaint  him  whether  he  approved 
of  fuch  a  ftep. 

Omar  received  this  letter  at  the  very  time  He  fends  a  re* 
when  feveral  tribes  of  the  Arabians  came  in  mfor[:e®e ^ 
a  body  to  Medina,  to  folicit  leave  to  iervet0  °  u  a 
againft  the  Chriftians.  The  Caliph,  confi- 
dering  the  account  which  had  been  juft  brought 
him,  thought  fit  to  accept  their  offer  3  he 
caufed  them  to  march  for  the  army  with  all 
fpeed,  and  fent  by  them  a  letter  to  Obeidah. 

He  informed  the  general  that  he  was  very 
well  fatisfied  with  the  foccefs  of  his  forces 
in  maftering  the  cities  mentioned  in  his  ac¬ 
count  3 
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Omar,  count;  but  that  he  muft  crown  thofe  ad van- 

chgyra  ^6*  tages  by  taking  the  caftle,  of  which  he  or- 
’  ær‘  a/’deredhim  to  continue  the  fiege,  till  provi¬ 
dence  {hould  decide  the  event. 

Obeidah  was  no  fooner  acquainted  with  the 
Caliph’s  refolutions,  than  he  iffued  frefh  or¬ 
ders  for  refuming  the  fiege  which  had  been 
difcontinued.  He  employed  therein  the  newly 
arrived  fuccours,  and  each  Muffulman  behaved 
with  fo  much  zeal  and  courage,  as  more  than 
once  to  deferve  praifes  from  the  general.  And 
yet,  fpight  of  all  their  endeavours,  things  re¬ 
mained  aim  oft  in  the  fame  fituation,  and  no 
confiderable  advantage  was  gained  over  the 
« 

The  Arabians  Such  was  the  pofture  of  the  fiege  for  almoft 

take  the  caftle  ,  .1  J  rr  1  0  1 

by  furprize  two  rnonths,  when  a  Muliulman  came  be¬ 
fore  the  general,  and  offered  to  make  him 
matter  of  the  caftle,  if  he  might  be  trufted 
with  the  execution  of  a  plan  he  had  contrived 
for  that  purpofe.  The  Muffulman  was  cal¬ 
led  Dames.  He  was  as  remarkable  for  his 

1  r 

his  gigantic  fize,  as  for  his  valour  and  intrepi¬ 
dity.  He  had  a  conference  with  Obeidah, 
in  which,  after  having  related  his  furprifing 
feats  in  Arabia,  he  told  him  that,  in  refpedt 
to  the  citadel  which  they  had  hitherto  at¬ 
tacked  with  fo  little  fuccefs,  he  would  un¬ 
dertake  to  get  poffe filon  of  it  in  a  fhort  time, 
and  defired  only  thirty  men  to  carry  his 
enterprize  into  execution. 

Obeidah refolved  to  make  the  experiment: 
he  gave  Dames  the  thirty  foldiers  he  required  ; 

and 
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and  the  latter,  before  he  entered  on  his  plan,  °MRA* 
engaged  the  general  to  raife  the  liege,  and  *^gyra  1 6* 
march  away  a  full  league  from  the  caille.  ær*  637 
He,  together  with  his  thirty  men,  concealed 
themfelves  in  a  place  which  he  had  found  out 
fit  for  the  purpofe.  The  care  with  which  he  had 
reconnoitred  the  fortrefs,  added  to  fome  intelli¬ 
gence  he  had  received  from  a  grecian  he  took 
prifoner  the  fame  day,  enabled  him  to  execute 
his  defign  with  expedition  ;  and  as  he  forefaw 
he  Ihould  carry  his  point  that  very  night,  he 
fent  to  Obeidah,  and  deli  red  he  would  caufe  a 
body  of  horfe  to  advance  to  a  place  he  named  : 
he  cautioned  him  to  fend  only  troops  of  known 
courage  and  fidelity,  and  added,  that  the  detach¬ 
ment  mull  be  prepared  for  addon  by  the  break 
of  day,  at  which  time  he  would  give  a  certain 
fignal  which  he  then  defcrihed. 

When  the  night  was  a  little  advanced, 

Dames  covered  himfelf  with  a  goat-skin. 

Hexame  out  of  the  place  wherein  he  had 
concealed  himfelf,  and,  creeping  on  his  hands 
and  knees  ,filently  approached  the  caille,  and 
reached  thefoot'of  the  wall  at  that  part  which  he 
knew  was  moll  unprovided  of  defence,  and 
the  eafieft  to  be  fcaled.  His  men,  purfuant 
to  the  order  he  had  given  them,  followed  him 
at  fome  diftance,  one  by  one,  and  made  ufe  of 
the  fame  precautions  their  leader  had  obferved. 

So  foon  as  his  company  were  all  joined. 

Dames  fat  down  at  the  foot  of  the  wall,  and 
caufed  a  foldier  to  mount  on  his  (boulders  ; 
a  fécond  got  on  the  back  of  the  firll,  and  fo 
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Omar,  they  raifed  themfelves  to  the  height  of  the 
Çegyra  16.  rampart.  He  that  was  uppermoft,  having 
Ci.  ær.  37-jjp_ene(j  pome  time,  and  not  hearing  the  leaft 

ftir  in  the  place,  leaped  over  the  wall,  and 
finding  a  centinel  fleeping,  he  difpatched  him, 
and  threw  his  body  over  the  rampart. 

The  Mufiulman  being  then  at  liberty  to  aft 
with  a  little  more  fafety,  they  threw  him  up 
a  large  rope,  and  he  fixed  it  to  the  battle¬ 
ments;  by  the  help  of  which,  the  reft  of 
the  foldiers  fcaled  the  wall,  and  Dames  was 
the  laft  that  mounted;  At  a  little  diftance 
from  the  place  where  they  ftood,  they  difco- 
vered  two  other  centinels,  who  feemed  to  be 
either  drunk  or  afleep;  they  made  fure  of 
them  with  their  poniards,  and  threw  their 
bodies  alfo  over  the  ramparts. 

After  the  centinels  had  been  difpatched. 
Dames  ordered  his  foldiers  to  remain  quietly 
in  the  place  they  then  were,  whilft  he  fhould 
advance  as  far  as  poffible,  to  view  what  paffed 
in  the  caftle.  He  there  found  all  things  hufhed, 
except  towards  the  governor’s  lodgings.  You- 
kinna  was  drinking  with  his  officers,  and 
making  merry  on  account  of  the  Mahome¬ 
tans  having  at  laft  refolved  to  raife  the  fiege. 
In  a  fhort  time  after  thofe  troops  marched 
away,  the  governor  ordered  that  wine  fhould 
be  given  to  the  garrifon,  and  the  greateft  part 
of  them  being  drunk,  the  effefts  of  their  li¬ 
quor,  had  occafioned  the  guard  to  be  very  ill 
kept. 


Dames 
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Dames  returned  to  his  men,  and  informed  Omar. 

them  of  the  difcoveries  he  had  made,  ch§ær  *637’ 
commanded  them  to  remain  flill  at  their  poll, 
and  faid  he  would  endeavour  to  approach  the 
gate  which  was  over  againft  the  place  of  ren¬ 
dezvous,  for  the  fuccour  Obeidah  had  promifed 
to  fend  him  ;  and  told  him,  that  if  the  guard 
were  no  more  alert  there,  than  he  had  found 
them  elfewhere,  he  reckoned  he  could  matter 
that  port  himfelf. 

He  immediately  went  thither,  and  found 
all  things  in  the  very  pofture  he  could  with. 

He  ttabhed  fome  centinels  who  were  potted 
at  the  gate,  which  he  opened,  and  returned  to 
inform  his  foidiers  of  his  fuccefs.  At  that  time 
day  beginning  to  break,  Dames  was  difcovered 
by  one  of  the  guard,  who  gave  an  alarm.  The 
governor  having  been  foon  informed  of  what 
was  fufpedted,  advanced  in  perfon  at  the  head 
of  fome  troops  to  difcover  the  truth  of  what  had 
been  juft  related  to  him.  The  moment  the 
centinel  gave  the  alarm,  Dames  made  a  motion 
with  his  men  to  gain  the  port  of  which  he  had 
made  himfelf  matter,  and  arrived  time  enough 
to  give  the  fignal  to  the  expedted  fuccours.  But 
before  he  could  reach  it,  Youkinna  came  up  with 
Dames  and  his  thirty  foidiers,  and  attacked 
them  with  the  utmoft  fury.  Thole  Mofful- 
men  made  a  mod  vigorous  defence  ;  but  be¬ 
ing  borne  down  by  numbers,  they  mutt  have 
yielded  to  the  efforts  of  the  Chriftians,  had 
not  the  fuccour  appeared. 

Khaled  was  at  the  head  of  the  troops.  His 
prefence  and  the  numerous  detachment  he 
Vol.  L  R  com- 
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Omar,  commanded,  faved  Dames  from  the  impend- 
rHgyra^6’  inS  ^aug^ter  and  made  the  Chriftians  lay 
‘ær*  d7'  down  their  arms.  Youkinna,  finding  the  ci¬ 
tadel  was  laid  open,  and  that  the  Muffulmen 
were  in  pofleffion  of  the  gates,  concluded 
the  reft  of  their  army  was  not  far  off,  and 
thought  it  would  be  of  no  avail  to  make  any 
further  refiftance  ;  he  therefore  called  for 

Yo  k'nnaem  <luarter»  anc^  obtained  it,  in  confideration  of 
braces  Maho- a  propofal  he  made  to  embrace  Mahomet’s 
metifm.  dodrine.  Khaled  was  fo  well  pleafed  to  hear 
a  Chriftian  of  his  rank  voluntarily  offer  to 
change  his  religion,  that  he  gave  out  orders 
with  all  fpeed  to  prevent  any  thing  being 
touched  which  belonged  to  him.  The  bale 
example  of  that  apoftate,  and  the  great  re- 
fped  ftiewn  him  by  Khaled,  had  an  amazing 
influence  on  thofe  wretched  Chriftians,  who 
for  the  mod  part  followed  the  fteps  of  their 
general,  and  fhamefully  deferted  their  religion, 
for  the  prefervation  whereof  they  till  then  had 
fought  with  the  utmoft  intrepidity. 

Obeidah  coming  up  at  the  fame  time  with 
the  reft  of  the  army,  was  greatly  rejoiced  at  a, 
change  fo  advantageous  to  Mahometifni;  and. 
he  teftified  his  fatisfadion  by  releafing  all  fuch; 
prifoners  of  war  as  were  profelites. 

With  refped  to  Dames,  Obeidah  beftowed, 
the  greateft  commendations  on  that  officer,, 
and  promifed  he  would  foon  advance  him  toi 
the  higheft  military  pofts.  The  general  was; 
alfo  pleafed  to  111 ffer  his  army  to  abide  fome  time: 
in  that  place,  till  Dames  and  his  gallant  fellow 
foldiers  wereperfedly  curedof  the  wounds  they 
.  .  had. 
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had  received  in  the  furious  encounter  which  Omar. 
paffed  before  Khaled’s  arrival. 

So  foon  as  they  were  recovered,  Obeidah  1#ær 
began  his  march  for  Antioch,  in  order  to  be- 
ilege  the  city.  The  taking  that  place  was  of 
fo  much  the  greater  importance,  as  it  was 
one  of  the  principal  cities  in  Syria,  and  was 
the  ufual  refidence  of  the  emperor.  The 
march  of  the  Arabians  was  fufpended  on  ac¬ 
count  of  an  obfervation  made  by  Youkinna. 

The  hatred  of  that  renegado  to  the  Chriftians 
now  equalling  the  love  he  had  borne  them  be¬ 
fore  his  apoftacy,  he  advifed  Obeidah  not  to 
depart  from  the  place  where  they  then  halted, 
till  he  had  made  himfelf  ma  her  of  a  caftle 
at  a  little  diftance  called  Aazaz.  The  place 
was  ftrong,  and  there  was  reafon  to  fear  the 
inhabitants  might  harafs  the  MulTuImen  during 
their  march. 

As  Youkinna  was  perfectly  well  acquaint-  The  Arabians 
ed  with  the  country,  Obeidah  thought  fit  ^ttemPt  t0 
to  follow  his  advice  3  and  that  the  more  rea¬ 
dily,  as  the  renegado  offered  to  undertake 
the  furprifal  of  the  place  himfelf.  He  re¬ 
quired  only  one  hundred  men,  who  were  to 
be  dreffed  after  the  grecian  manner,  and 
who  were  to  be  followed  at  a  fmall  diftance 
by  a  detachment  of  one  thoufand  horfe. 

He  afferted,  that  by  the  help  of  fuch  a 
difpoiition,  his  enterprize  could  not  faii  of 
fuccefs.  He  flattered  himfelf,  that  as  the 
governor  of  Aazaz  was  his  near  relation,  it 
would  be  an  eafy  matter  for  him  to  gain. 
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his  friendfhip  ;  and  then  he  fhould  find  no 
difficulty  to  perfuade  him,  that  having  em¬ 
braced  Mahometifm  only  through  conftraint, 
he  had  always  waited  for  a  favourable  op¬ 
portunity  to  efcape  from  the  power  of  the 
Muflulmen  :  that  an  opportunity  had  luckily 
offered,  and  he  had  found  means  to  bring 
away  with  him  about  one  hundred  Greeks, 
who  had  been’  taken  prifoners  by  the  Ara¬ 
bians.  He  added,  that  he  had  not  the  leaft 
doubt  but  they  would  permit  him  to  take 
fhelter  in  the  caftle,  and  then  in  the  night¬ 
time  they  would  find  means  to  fecure  the 
centinels,  and  feize  the  gates,  and  that  at 
the  firft  fignal  the  party  of  h.orfe  fhould 
come  to  their  affiftance.  Such  was  the 
fcheme  of  the  bafe  Youkinna. 

Khaled,  having  been  confulted  touching 
this  enterprize,  at  firft  made  fome  difficulty 
in  complying  with  it.  He  owned  to  Gbei- 
dah,  that  it  would  be  gaining  a  good  point, 
if  they  could  take  the  caftle  by  furprize  3 
but  he  much  doubted  whether  they  ought 
to  truft  Youkinna,  who  might  pave  the  way 
to  his  reconciliation  with  the  Chriftians,  by 
facrificing  the  Muflulmen.  From  fuch  like 
appreheniions,  Khaled  was  againft  the  un¬ 
dertaking  :  however,  he  gave  way  to  the 
genera!  opinion  of  the  chief  officers,  who 
affirmed  that  Youkinna  afted  with  flncerity, 
and  that  an  attempt  to  execute  the  enter¬ 
prize  ought  to  be  made  at  all  events. 
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kinna  therefore  departed  with  a  de-  °“AR- 
tachment  or  uav  u^de&d  men,  according  Chg^ra  ^ 
to  his  defire.  Shortly  after  his  departure, 

Obeidah  caufed  a  body  of  one  thoufand 
horfe  to  march  after  him,  the  command 
whereof  he  gave  to  Malek- Alafchtari,  whom 
he  ordered  to  halt  in  a  village  not  far  from 
Aazaz,  and  to  keep  his  party  concealed  till 
night.  At  the  time  Malek  entered  the  vil¬ 
lage  he  met  an  Arabian  Chriftian,  whom 
he  caufed  to  be  feized  by  his  men  5  and  hav¬ 
ing  examined  him,  he  found  that  You- 
kinha’s  defign  was  known  in  Aazaz  3  that 
the  fecret  had  been  difcovered  by  a  fpy 
which  the  Chriftian s  kept  in  the  muffulman 
army  :  that  the  governor  of  Aazaz  had  re¬ 
ceived  the  news  by  means  of  a  letter  which 
the  Chriftian  had  fixed  under  the  wing  of 
a  pigeon  *.  In  confequence  of  which  in¬ 
telligence  he  was  fent  to  the  governor  of 
Arravendan,  to  demand  fuccour  in  behalf 

*  There  are  many  inftances  of  this  manner  of  conveying 
intelligence.  Pliny  relates,  that  they  ufed  the  fame  means 
for  conveying  letters  to  Modena,  when  the  city  was  belieged 
by  Marc  Antony.  Syria,  Arabia,  and  Egypt  kept  up  the 
cudom  ;  and  it  is  faid  that  the  Great  Mogul  breeds  pigeons 
who  ferve  to  carry  intelligence  on  emergent  occahons.  Mr. 
de  Thou  relates,  that  during  the  liege  of  Harlem,  in  1573, 
the  inhabitants  of  that  city  ufed  pigeons  to  learn  news 
from  their  allies.  Thofe  of  Leyden  did  the  fame  in  1575  ; 
and  when  the  liege  was  raifed,  it  is  faid,  the  prince  of 
Orange  directed,  that  out  of  gratitude,  thofe  birds  Ihould 
be  kept  in  a  cage  made  on  purpofe,  and  fed  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  city.  And  that  when  they  died,  they  Ihould 
be  embalmed,  in  order  to  be  kept  in  the  town-houfe  for 
ever, 
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of  Theodore,  for  fo  the  governor 
was  cailed. 

Unluckily  for  Youkinna,  Malek  could  by 
no  means  impart  to  him  the  information  he 
had  received  3  fo  that  when  he  entered  the 
place,  Theodore,  who  came  to  the  very 
gates  to  meet  him,  under  pretence  of  pay¬ 
ing  him  refpeâ,  caufed  him  immediately  to 
he  furrounded,  and  took  him  prifoner  with 
his  whole  party.  He  then  reproached  him 
in  the  bittereft  terms  for  his  treachery,  and 
even  threatened  he  would  fend  him  to  the 
grecian  emperor,  that  he  might  avenge  him- 
felf  on  him  for  the  bafe  projedt  he  had 
contrived. 

Whilft  the  Greeks  were  rejoicing  at  the 
difeovery  and  ill  fuccefs  of  the  enemy’s  de¬ 
li  gn,  they  received  a  blow,  which  in  the 
event  caufed  the  lofs  of  the  caftle.  The 
eovernor  of  Arravendan,  who  marched  out 
to  relieve  Aazaz  fo  foon  as  he  received  the 
news,  was  furprized  by  Malek  in  the  night¬ 
time,  and  taken  prifoner  with  his  whole  de¬ 
tachment. 

The  conquerors,  by  order  of  their  leader, 
put  on  the  garments  of  thofe  they  had  j 
made  prifoners.  Malek’s  defign  in  thus  dif- 
guifmg  his  men,  was  to  make  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Aazaz  believe  they  were  the  troops 
which  the  governor  of  Arravendan  had  pro- 
mifed  to  fend  them  3  and  the  better  to  de¬ 
ceive  them,  he  made  uie  of  the  very  fpy, 
who  had  been  lent  to  demand  the  fuccour. 

That 
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Th  is  fpy  had  for  a  long  time  profefled  °MAR* 
the  mahometan  religion:  bat  Giabalah,  of(^ynJ  l6q 
whom  he  was  become  a  dependant,  having 
revolted  from  Omar  (as  hath  been  already 
obferved)  he  followed  him  with  many  others, 
and  after  his  example  embraced  the  chriftian. 
religion.  The  man  finding  himfelf  a  pri- 
foner  to  the  Muffulmen,  was  under  terrible 
appréhendons  left  they  ftiould  put  in  exe¬ 
cution  againft  him  that  law  of  Mahomet, 
which  decrees  that  all  fuch  as  renounce 
Mahometifm  fhould  be  put  to  death.  He 
acquainted  Malek  with  his  fears,  and  afked 
him  if  he  might  not  fave  his  life  by  giving 
affurances  of  an  unfeigned  converfion. 

Malek,  who  was  glad  in  that  jundïure  to 
take  advantage  of  the  terror  the  fpy  was 
under,  anfwered,  there  was  one  fure  way 
to  obtain  his  pardon  5  but  that  it  depended 
on  a  piece  of  fervice  which  he  expected  him 
to  perform.  The  fpy  made  him  the  faireft 
promifes,  and  undertook  to  execute  with 
the  utmoft  fidelity  all  they  fhould  require  of 
him.  Malek  then  caufed  him  to  make  a 
new  profefiion  of  the  mahometan  faith  ; 
after  which  he  told  the  fpy  he  muft  forth¬ 
with  go  to  the  governor  of  Aazaz,  and  in¬ 
form  him  that  the  fuccour  he  expefted 
from  Arravendan  was  near  at  hand.  The 
fpy  readily  undertook  the  commiffion,  and 
fet  out  with  all  fpeed  for  the  caftle. 

But  it  was  then  become  unneceffary  to The  governor 
make  ufe  of  ftratagem.  The  whole  face  ^ 
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affairs  in  Aazaz  was  changed.  The  gover¬ 
nor  had  been  afiaflinated  by  his  own  chil¬ 
dren,  who  forthwith  fet  Youkinna  and  his 
men  at  liberty  :  The  caufe  of  which  refo- 
lution  is  hereafter  briefly  related.  The  go¬ 
vernor  had  two  fons,  the  eldefl:  was  called 
Leo,  and  the  youngeft  Luke.  Leo  had  for 
a  long  time  been  enamoured  of  Youkinna’s 
daughter  :  he  had  even  follicited  his  content 
to  wed  her;  but  Youkinna  would  never 
comply.  As  it  was  to  be  prefumed  that 
after  the  late  event,  greater  oppofition  might 
be  expected  from  Theodore,  than  from  the 
young  lady’s  father,  he  fhametullv  relolved 
out  of  hand  to  make  a  compact  with  the 
latter. 

And  this  he  cou’d  fo  much  the  more 
eafily  bring  about,  as  he  himlelf  had  been 
appointed  to  take  charge  of  Youki;  na  and 
his  party  from  the  time  they  were  made 
prifoners  ;  fo  that  he  could  confer  with  him 
at  his  pleafure.  He  therefore  renewed  his 
follicitations,  and  promifed  Youkinna,  that  if 
he  would  give  him  his  daughter  to  wife,  he 
would  inftantly  let  him  at  liberty,  and' alfo 
embrace  the  mahometan  religion. 

Youkinna,  who  fince  his  apoftacy  was 
become  a  moft  zealous  Mufiulman,  feltfuch 
great  delight  at  the  laft  offer,  that  he  readily 
confented  to  Leo’s  requeft.  But  he,  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  taking  any  other  ftep,  was  dé¬ 
lire  us  to  fecure  himfelf  from  his  father’s  rc~ 
fentment  ;  and  lie  filled  the  meafure  of  his 
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iniquity,  by  forming  the  unnatural  defign.  Omar. 
of  affaffinating  him  :  but  when  he  came  to  *6- 
ftrike  the  biow,  he  found  his  brother  had  6j/‘ 

outftripped  him.  Luke,  who  was  incited 
by  the  fame  motives  as  had  ftirred  up  Leo, 
formed  the  fame  project,  and  began  to  put 
it  in  execution,  by  ridding  himfelf  of  the 
only  obftacle  which  he  thought  capable  of 
preventing  its  fiiccefs. 

This  horrid  parricide  threw  all  the  place 
into  an  uproar.  Youkinna  and  his  foldiers, 
fécond ed  by  the  two  brothers,  who  had  a 
very  numerous  party  of  friends  and  depen¬ 
dants,  fell  fword  in  hand  on  fuch  of  the 
Greeks  as  refilled  to  yield  to  the  MufluL 
men.  The  Grecians  defended  themfelves 
very  couragioufly,  and  whilft  they  were 
hotly  engaged,  the  fpy  came  in  order  to  have 
given  the  governor  (who  was  no  more)  the 
delufive  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  the  fuc- 
cours  they  expedted  from  Arravendan. 

The  fpy  returned  with  all  fpeed  to  Malek,  The  Arabians 
told  him  it  was  high  time  to  advance,  and  ,rs 

that  the  place  would  be  his,  if  he  could  ar-  of  Aazaz. 
rive  there  foon  enough  to  fupport  Youkinna 
and  his  party.  Malek  forthwith  began  his 
march  with  his  troops,  and  arrived  juft  in 
time  to  fecure  a  vidtory  to  the  Muffulmen. 

Thus  Aazaz  was  carried*  Malek  would 
have  returned  thanks  to  Youkinna  for  the 
fuccefs  of  that  enterprize,  but  he  introduc¬ 
ing  Leo,  his  relation,  told  the  commandant 
that  to  his  coufin  they  were  chiefly  indebted 

for 
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for  their  fuccefs  :  and  he  then  related  to 
him  the  particulars  of  the  whole  tranfaflion. 
Malek  could  not  at  firft  conceal  the  horror 
he  felt  at  fo  unnatural  a  deed  ;  but  when 
he  heard  from  their  own  mouths,  that  a 
love  for  the  mahometan  religion  had  been 
the  prevailing  caufe  of  their  condudt,  the  bi¬ 
got  returned  thanks  to  heaven,  and  through 
his  ardent  zeal  cried  out,  cc  That  when  God 
was  pleafed  any  matter  fhould  be  accom- 
plifhed,  he  himfelf  furnifhed  the  means  for 
that  purpofe.” 

After  the  taking  of  Aazaz,  Malek  de- 
figning  to  join  the  main  army,  left  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  place  to  Said-ebn-Amer,  and 
appointed  him  a  ftrong  garrifon.  He  then 
prepared  to  begin  his  march  with  a  great 
number  of  prifoners,  and  a  very  rich  booty, 
which  he  had  taken  from  fuch  as  refufed  to 
fubmit. 

At  the  very  moment  of  his  departure  he 
received  an  alarm  which  caufed  him  to 
fufpend  his  march,  though  but  for  a  very 
fliort  time.  Malek  was  informed  that  a 
great  duft  appeared  to  arife,  which  fhewed 
the  approach  of  fome  large  detachment. 
He  was  appreheniive  at  firft  it  might  be  a 
body  of  troops  fent  by  the  emperor  to  re¬ 
lieve  Aazaz,  and  fecure  it  from  danger, 
wherefore  he  forthwith  caufed  fome  horfe 
to  advance  and  make  difcoveries.  They  al- 
moft  immediately  returned,  and  informed 
him  it  was  a  body  of  Muffulmen,  who  had 

been 
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beenravaging  the  territory  of  Membege*,  and  Omar. 
were  marching  back  to  join  Obeidah,  with  tjgyra  l 
Alfadi-ebn- Abbas,  an  officer  of  diftindtion.  *ær*  3/< 

Malek  waited  for  him  on  the  way,  and  Toukini?a  de 

r  .  .  ,  .  .  J  iignsto  be- 

aiter  having  congratulated  him  on  account  tr7iy  the 
of  his  fuccefs,  he  related  all  that  had  paffed  at  Chriftians. 
Aazaz,  and  then  propofed  they  might  march 
together  in  order  to  join  the  army.  Alfadi 
confenting,  they  would  have  prevailed  on 
Youkinna  to  accompany  them  ;  but  that 
apoftate,  not  having  acquired  as  much  glory 
as  he  expedted  to  gain  in  the  taking  of 
Aazaz,  told  them  he  would  not  return  to 
the  mahometan  troops,  till  he  had  fignalized 
himfelf  by  fome  memorable  exploit.  He 
added,  that  he  propofed  to  carry  on  a  corres¬ 
pondence  in  the  very  place  of  the  emperor’s 
refidence  ;  that  he  defigned  to  go  to  An¬ 
tioch  ;  and  that  to  fucceed  in  his  enterprize, 
he  fhould  need  only  two  hundred  renegados 
whom  he  knew  and  pointed  out,  amongft 
the  troops  that  formed  Alfadi’s  detachment. 

That  leader  and  Malek  having  conferred 
together  on  Youkinna’s  defign,  thought  no 
inconvenience  could  enfue  from  granting  his 
requeft  ;  fo  that  the  matter  was  foon  con¬ 
cluded.  They  left  him  with  wifhes  for  his 
good  fuccefs,  and  marched  on  for  the  ara- 
bian  camp. 

Youkinna  and  his  party  taking  the  road 
to  Antioch,  advanced  within  a  ihort  day’s 

*  This  city  was  aiïtientîy  called  Hierapolis. 
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march  of  the  city,  where  he  halted  to  confer 
with  fome  of  his  friends  on  the  plan  he 
had  formed  for  executing  his  defign.  They 
were  of  opinion  it  would  be  mo  ft  advifeable 
not  to  go  to  Antioch  with  their  whole  com¬ 
pany  3  for  which  reafon  Youkinna  command¬ 
ed  the  two  hundred  renegados  to  go  on  be¬ 
fore  him  diredtly  to  Antioch,  through  the 
main  road  ufed  by  the  caravans,  and  to  pre¬ 
tend  they  were  diftreffed  Chriftians  that  came 
to  beg  an  afylum  again  ft  the  Mahometans, 
who  were  in  purfuit  of  them. 

For  his  part,  he  took  a  bye  way  with 
four  of  his  chief  acquaintance,  and  travelled 
for  a  confiderable  time  without  meeting  the 
leaft  obftacle  :  but  at  laft  a  party  of  impe¬ 
rial  troops,  who  were  fcouring  the  country 
for  intelligence,  having  fpied  the  five  horfe- 
men,  came  up  to  know  who  they  were. 
Youkinna  having  acknowledged  himfelf  to 
be  the  old  governor  of  Aleppo,  they  feized 
him  and  his  friends,  and  fent  them  under  a 
guard  of  horfe  to  Antioch. 

As  Youkinnas  conduct  was  pretty  well 
known  at  the  emperor’s  court,  that  prince 
was  délirons  of  feeing  him.  When  he  firft 
approached,  the  emperor  could  not  help 
giving  him  the  plaineft  proofs  of  the  grief 
he  felt  at  his  change  of  religion.  But  You¬ 
kinna,  who  had.  a  great  deal  of  wit,  and 
even  more  difiim illation  and  treachery,  ad- 
dreffed  himfelf  to  the  emperor  in  fuch  art¬ 
ful  terms,  that  he  actually  regained  his  fa¬ 
vour* 
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vour.  He  told  his  former  fovereign,  that 
he  ought  not  to  be  condemned  on  appear¬ 
ances  ;  but  that  if  they  were  of  any  weight, 
they  made  for  him  :  that  he  needed  no 
other  evidence  than  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  defended  the  citadel  of  Aleppo,  and 
the  boldnefs  and  fteadinefs  with  which  he 
had  oppofed  the  refolution  formed  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  city,  of  becoming  tribu¬ 
taries  to  the  Muffulmen.  He  added,  that 
he  had  indeed  been  obliged,  through  fear  of 
the  enemy,  in  whofe  power  he  was,  to 
counterfeit  the  change,  for  which  his  ma- 
jefty  reproached  him  ;  but  that  he  had  never 
entertained  a  ferions  thought  of  embracing 

O  O 

Mahometifm  5  and  that  at  the  very  time  he 
was  putting  on  the  mafk,  he  felt  an  inward 
joy  to  think,  that  by  means  of  fuch  an  ex¬ 
pedient,  he  could  preferve  a  life  which  he 
fhortly  propofed  to  dedicate  to  the  defence 
of  the  chriftian  religion,  and  to  give  his 
majefty  the  plained:  proofs  of  his  zeal  and 
fidelity. 

This  artful  language  of  Youkinna  fo  mov¬ 
ed  the  emperor,  that  he  not  only  ceafed  to 
reproach  him,  but  alfo  admitted  him  to  court, 
and  foon  gave  him  marks  of  the  greateft  con¬ 
fidence.  That  prince  even  thought  fit  to 
order,  that  a  regiment  ihould  be  formed  to 
fight  under  his  command,  into  which  he 
directed  the  two  hundred  renegados  to  be 
entered,  who  were  lately  arrived  there  under 
pretence  of  being  fugitive  Chriftians,  that 
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defired  to  be  admitted  into  the  emperor's 

fervice. 

Youkinna  was  not  long  without  employ¬ 
ment.  The  youngeft  of  Heraclius’s  daugh¬ 
ters  being  defirous  of  coming  to  Antioch 
to  her  father,  fhe  fent  and  intreated  he  would 
grant  her  a  guard  3  and  that  prince  thought 
he  could  not  truft  her,  whom  he  held  moil: 
dear,  in  fafer  hands  than  thofe  of  Youkinna. 
He  therefore  received  his  orders,  and  forth¬ 
with  marched  to  attend  the  princefs,  and 
efcort  her  to  Antioch. 

He  executed  his  commiffion  with  tolera¬ 
ble  fidelity.  However,  on  their  return  an 
event  happened,  which  might  have  ferved 
to  fhew  the  perfidy  of  the  wretch,  even 
though  his  party  had  confifted  only  of  the 
two  hundred  renegados  his  accomplices  : 
but  there  was  a  much  greater  number  of 
faithful  officers,  and  chriftian  foldiers,  which 
ferved  not  a  little  to  keep  him  within  bounds 
during  the  march. 

The  princefs  having  flopped  on  the  road 
in  the  night  time,  to  give  her  guard  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  taking  fome  reft  and  refrefh- 
ment,  the  centinels  which  Youkinna  had 
ported  in  the  avenues,  fent  to  inform  him, 
that  at  a  little  diftance  there  was  a  body  of 
muflulman  troops  who  were  greatly  off  their 
guard,  and  that  they  had  even  left  their 
horfes  to  graze  in  the  meadows. 

The  officers  who  were  with  Youkinna 
propofed  to  take  advantage  of  their  fituation. 

They 
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They  counfelled  him  to  fecure  the  princefs  Omar. 
with  a  part  of  the  detachment,  and  with  ^gyra  1 6* 
the  remainder  to  faii  on  thofe  troops,  of  ,ser,637* 
whom,  according  to  the  intelligence  that 
-had  been  brought,  they  might  eaiily  get  the 
better. 

Youkinna  ftrove  at  firft  to  oppofe  theYoukînna 
defign;  but  when  he  found  his  arguments flrives  t0  r"a“ 
were  not  relilhed,  he  was  very  forward  in  bians. 
encouraging  his  troops,  and  making  the  pro¬ 
per  difpofition  for  an  attack.  However,  that 
he  might  do  the  Muffulmen  all  the  fervice 
in  his  power  on  that  occafion,  he  exprefsly 
commanded  they  fhould  fpare  their  lives  as 
much  as  poffible.  He  ordered  that  they 
fhould  only  endeavour  to  furround  and  take 
them  prifoners  ;  with  deiign,  as  he  pre¬ 
tended,  that  they  might  afterwards  ferve  to 
be  exchanged  for  chriftian  captives  :  which 
reafon  induced  the  imperial  officers  to  com¬ 
ply  with  his  orders. 

But  thefe  precautions  became  unneceffary, 
from  a  difcovery  which  was  made  the  inftant 
the  action  was  about  to  begin.  Youkinna 
having  fent  once  more  to  reconnoitre  the 
detachment,  word  was  brought  that  they 
were  a  body  of  Arabian  Chriftians.  This 
account  being  foon  confirmed,  all  thoughts 
of  fighting  were  laid  aiide  3  and  on  the  con¬ 
trary  they  vifited  and  congratulated  each 
other  for  their  happy  meeting. 

The  body  of  troops  which  they  were  on 
the  point  of  encountering,  had  been  out  of 
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Antioch  for  fome  time  in  order  to  gain  in** 
tell'igence.  It  was  commanded  by  Haim  the 
fon  of  Giabalah,  who  had  been  in  the  em¬ 
peror’s  fervice  ever  fince  the  time  of  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  quarrel  with  Omar,  for  reafons  already 
mentioned.  Haïm  was  on  his  return  to 
Antioch,  after  having  engaged  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  Mahometans,  which  Obeidah  had 
fent  out  to  ravage  the  northern  parts  of 
Syria.  The  Muffulmen  had  been  defeated, 
and  Haïm  was  in  poffeffion  of  a  large  booty, 
befides  a  great  number  of  prifoners,  among!! 
whom  was  the  famous  Derar,  whom  he  in¬ 
tended  to  prefent  to  the  emperor  as  a  valua¬ 
ble  prize,  alone  worth  a  victory. 

Youkinna  was  very  forrowful  at  the  lofs 
the  Muffulmen  had  fuftained.  However,  he 
artfully  concealed  his  grief,  and  was  even 
one  of  the  firfl  to  congratulate  Haïm  on  his 
fuccefs.  In  a  fliort  time  they  began  their 
march,  together  with  their  whole  detach¬ 
ments,  for  Antioch. 

The  fafe  arrival  of  the  princefs  gave  the 
emperor  great  fatisfadlion.  Joy  diffufed  it- 
felf  over  the  whole  city  ;  and  from  that 
event  they  drew  the  moft  favourable  pre- 
fages,  for  the  princefs  came  to  them  with 
vidfory  in  her  train. 

Heracliys  gave  fuch  a  reception  to  the 
fon  of  Giabalah,  as  the  importance  of  his 
late  fervices  required.  He  bellowed  the 
higheft  encomiums  on  his  courage  and  in¬ 
trepidity  5  and  when  that  captain  prefented 

Derar 
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Derar  to  him,  the  prince  received  the  Muf- 
fulman  with  marks  of  diftincfhion ,  and  be¬ 
haved  very  gracioufly  to  the  other  Mahome¬ 
tans  who  were  taken  prifoners  at  the  fame 
time  with  him.  He  had  a  long  conver- 
fation  with  them  touching  their  prophet  Ma¬ 
homet,  his  religion,  and  miracles.  He  then 
talked  with  them  of  Omar  in  oarticular, 
and  asked  many  queftions  concerning  the  do- 
m eft ic  life  of  that  Caliph. 

If  a  judgment  may  be  formed  of  the  con- 
venation  which  pa  fie  d  between  them  from  the 
particular  account  given  of  it  by  Alvakedi, 
it  may  be  fafely  aliened,  that  the  queftions 
and  anfwers  were  equally  infipid  and  fenfe- 
iefs  Befides,  nothing  could  be  more  mif- 

timed 

<• 

*  The  following  may  ferve  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  conver- 
fation  between  Heraclius  and  the  mahornetan  prifoners. 
That  prince  afked  one  of  them  in  what  mariner  Mahomet 
received  in fpiration  :  he  was  anfwered,  that  fornetimes  it  was 
like  the  found  of  a  bell,  and  that  fornetimes  the  noife  of  it 
was  much  louder  and  thriller.  The  emperor  having  enquired 
what  miracles  Mahomet  had  wrought  ;  they  told  him  that 
Mahomet  having  commanded  a  large  tree  to  give  tefcirnony 
of  his  dodrine,  the  tree  forthwith  moved  towards  him, 
cleaving  the  earth  with  its  roots,  and  thrice  uttered  thefc 
words:  “Thou  art  the  apoftle  of  God.”  Heraclius  en¬ 
quired  further,  if  it  were  true  that  the  Muffulmen  would  be 
rewarded  ten-fold  for  their  good  adions,  and  the  reward 
of  evil  would  be  only  equal  thereunto.  They  ajifw^red  him 
that  it  was  fo.  The  emperor  aifo  afked  many  queftions 
touching  Mahomet’s  journey  to  heaven,  and  the  convert 
fation  he  had  with  God,  and  feveral  other  points  of  equal 
importance.  The  conference  ended  in  the  moft  ridiculous 
manner  imaginable.  A  bifhop  who  was  prefent  contra- 
dided  Derar:  the  latter  gave  the  bifhep  the  lie  $  they 
freely  dealt  out  their  invedives  oa  both  fidcs,  and  from 

Vox,.  I.  S  words 
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Omar,  timed  than  fuch  a  converfation,  where  they 
Hegyra  16.  eXpeded  the  enemy  to  appear  in  fight  every 
day. 

The  Arabians  And  indeed  whilft  Heraclius  was  lofing 
eizeamm-  i\mQ  jn  Hftening  to  the  idle  and  extravagant 
1  P°  tales  of  the  Muflfulmen,  he  received  advice 
that  their  troops  had  feized  a  poft  of  the  ut- 
moft  importance, called  the  iron  bridge;  which 
being  loll,  there  was  not  one  poll  left  capable 
to  prevent  the  Muffulmen  from  marching  to 
Antioch.  The  emperor’s  foie  dépendance 
was  now  on  the  army  he  had  about  him, 
which  was  actually  a  numerous  and  well- 
appointed  body,  and  in  a  condition  of  facing 
the  enemy  :  fo  that  they  refolved  to  give  bat¬ 
tle  with  all  fpeed  ;  on  the  event  of  which 
combat  depended  the  fate  of  Antioch. 

Giabalah  pro-  Whilft  they  were  preparing  to  ufe  the  only 

the Cabpffab  means  ^CY  had  left  for  laving  one  of  the 
faffinated.  chief  cities  of  Syria,  Giabalah  came  to  the 
emperor,  and  made  him  a  propofal,  which  in 
his  opinion  would  not  only  fecure  Antioch, 
but  alio  enable  that  prince  with  the  greateft 
eafe  to  recover  all  that  had  been  loft.  His 
projedi  was  to  keep  the  Muffulmen  at  bay  for 
fo  long  time  as  would  be  neceffary  to  fend  a 
trufty  refolute  man  to  Medina,  who  would 
undertake  to  affaffinate  the  Caliph.  Giabalah 
pretended  to  demonftrate,  that  the  death  of 

words  they  came  to  blows.  All  this  palled  in  pretence  of 
the  emperor,  and  during  that  very  time  the  enemy  feized 
an  important  poll,  which  opened  them  a  way  to  come  and 
befiege  Antioch. 


Omar 
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Omar  would  certainly  raife  troubles  and  divi-  Omar. 
fions  through  their  whole  empire, and  that  they  ^gym  16. 
would  be  forced  to  recall  into  the  center 
of  their  dominions  the  troops  which  were 
at  a  diftancefrom  Arabia;  by  which  theGreeks 
would  gain  time  to  re-eftablifh  their  affairs, 
before  the  enemy  could  be  able  to  take  the 
field.  He  added,  that  he  was  provided  of  a 
man  ready  to  execute  the  defign  ;  and  if  his 
majefty  would  confent,  he  fhould  inftantly 
depart  for  that  purpofe. 

The  emperor  was  fo  mean-fpirited  as  to 
countenance  this  infamous  defign,  and  im¬ 
mediately  Wathek-ebn-Moffafer,  Giabalah’s 
confident,  was  fent  away  with  all  fpeed  to 
Medina,  to  watch  a  favourable  opportunity 
for  affaflinating  the  Caliph. 

But  the  projedl  failed  and  through  a  mira-  The  affaffin 
cle,  according  to  Alvakedi.  Wathek  having  letsl!lP  an 

,  ,  ,  r  11  i  i  opportunity 

heard  that  the  Caliph  ufually  went  abroad  0f  killinp  the 
after  morning  prayer,  and  walked  alone  Caliph, 
without  the  city,  he  watched  for  him  in  the 
place  where  he  was  wont  to  walk  ;  and, 
to  prevent  being  difeovered,  he  afeended 
a  very  thick  tree,  and  concealed  himfelf 
amongft  the  branches. 

In  a  fhort  time  he  faw  the  Caliph  arrive, 
who  after  a  fhort  walk,  came  and  laid  himfelf 
down  near  the  tree,  and  fell  afleep.  Wa¬ 
thek  immediately  prepared  to  feize  fo  fair  an 
opportunity  ;  but  the  moment  he  got  down 
from  the  tree,  he  faw  a  lion  appear;  and 
being  terrified  at  fight  of  the  bead,  he  re- 
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afcended  the  tree  with  the  utmoft  fpeed,  to 
fave  himfelfand  fee  what  would  be  the  event. 

He  was  greatly  aflonifhed  to  find  that  the 
fierce  animal  quietly  walked  round  the  Caliph, 
as  it  were  to  guard  him  3  he  even  went  and 
licked  Omar’s  feet  ;  and,  in  fhort,  did  not 
leave  him  until  he  awaked.  Wathek,  (Truck 
with  awe  and  venefatio  *  fora  prince  whom  hea¬ 
ven  fo  evidently  favoured  with  its  protection,, 
came  down  from  the  tree,  and  fell  at  the  Ca¬ 
liph’s  feet  ;  and  after  having  made  a  full  difco- 
very  of  the  wicked  plot  he  had  undertaken  to: 
execute,  he  tefhfied  his  contrition,  and  beg¬ 
ged  his  pardon,  alluring  Omar  he  would  that 
moment  embrace  Mahometifm.  Thus,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  arabian  hiflorian,  did  Omar 
efcape  the  fatal  fnare  which  the  treacherous 
Grecians  had  laid  to  take  away  his  life. 

Wfailft  they  were  waiting  for  the  event, 
they  endeavoured,  according  to  Giabalahh 
advice,  by  all  means  to  avoid  an  adtion.  But  al 
laid  Obeidah  arriving  with  all  his  troops  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Antioch,  the  Greeks  alfc 
marched  forth,  and  the  two  armies  drew  up  ir 
order  of  battle  in  fight  of  each  other. 

The  chriftian  army  having  advanced  tc 
fouie  diitance  from  the  enemy,  the  genera 
iffued  from  the  ranks,  and  challenged  any  of  the 
Muffulmen  to  a  (ingle  combat.  That  officer 
who  is  called  by  writers  Neftorius,  had  a  mof 
advantageous  mein,  and  was  equally  remark¬ 
able  for  bravery  and  intrepidity.  His  phy- 
fiognomy  befpoke  his  good  qualities  3  fo  tha. 


! 


1 


* 


■  the  ARABIANS. 

it  would  have  been  dangerous  to  fuffer  any 
jperfon  to  accept  the  challenge,  who  was  not 
of  approved  valour.  Dames,  that  brave  fol- 
dier,  who  had  fofignalized  himfclf  at  taking 
the  caftle  of  Aleppo,  and  who  was  then  raifed 
in  the  army,  defired  he  might  fight  with  the 
chriftian  general,  and  Obeidah  confented  to 
his  requeft. 

The  two  champions  advanced  towards  each 
other,  and  fought  for  fome  time  with  equal 
force  and  skill,  fo  that  no  perfon  could  tell  to 
which  fide  victory  would  incline  :  but  whiift 

y 

they  were  hotly  engaged,  Dames’s  horfe  hap¬ 
pening  to  ftumble,  Neftorius  in  an  in  fiant 
feized  his  adverfary,  and  took  him  prifoner. 
He  then  conduced  him  to  the  camp,  and  or¬ 
dered  his  attendants  to  bind  him,  and  fecure 
him  in  his  tent. 

Neftorius  forthwith  appeared  again,  and 
;  gave  the  enemy  a  fécond  challenge,  which 
;  was  accepted  by  a  Muflulman  named  Dehac, 
who  had  gained  a  great  charader  amongft  the 
Arabians.  He  perfedly  well  maintained  it 
on  that  occafion.  It  mufi  be  confeflèd  he  did 
not  obtain  any  advantage  over  Neftorius,  but 
it  was  a  great  matter  to  be  able  to  ftand  his 
ground  before  fo  formidable  an  enemy.  The 
combat  lafted  a  long  time,  and  at  laft  the 
two  champions,  being  equally  fatigued  and  out 
of  breath,  mutually  agreed  to  give  over,  and 
retire  to  their  refpedive  camps. 

This  kind  of  jufting,  the  event  of  which 
;  nearly  concerned  each  army,  caufed  fome 
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diforder  amongft  the  Chriftians.  The  greateft 
part  of  them  broke  their  ranks  the  better  to 
view  the  combat.  In  the  ftir  that  was  made 

'  ‘  1  '  •  r  1  )  V  f  ] 

all  over  the  camp  on  this  occafion,  Neftorius’s 
tent,  where  Dames  was  ftridtly  guarded,  was 
foon  overturned.  Curiofity  had  prevailed  on 
the  general’s  attendants  to  quit  the  tent,  info- 
much  that  only  three  were  left  to  watch 
Dames  ;  which  however  might  have  fufficed, 
for  they  had  taken  care  to  bind  that  officer 
very  fecurely. 

Thefe  fervants  finding  themfelves  at  a  lofs 
to  fet  up  the  general’s  tent,  which  they  were 
willing  to  do  with  all  fpeed,  for  fear  of  being; 
punifhed  for  not  preventing  the  accident,  they1 
defired  Dames  to  affift  them  in  erecting  it  J 
He  feemed  very  ready  to  lend  his  affiftancej 
and  they  inftantly  unbound  him.  But  the: 
moment  he  was  freed,  he  made  thofe  unhappy 
wretches  feel  his  prodigious  ftrength,  and  kil- 
led  them  all  three  :  after  which  he  took  a 
grecian  habit  from  out  of  Neftorius’s  ward¬ 
robe,  and  mounting  one  of  that  general’s 
horfes,  he  rode  away  to  the  mahometan 
army. 

The  efcape  of  that  prifoner  made  a  great  pi 
noife  amongft  the  Grecians.  The  emperor 
himfelf  was  fo  enraged  at  it,  that  in  his  fury, 
he  ordered  Derar  and  the  reft  of  the  mufful- 
men  prifoners  to  be  beheaded.  Happily  for 
them,  Youkinna,  who  had  gained  a  greater  af- 
cendancy  than  ever  over  the  emperor,  fo  ftrong- 
ly  intreated  for  them,  that  he  obtained  theii 
pardon.  He  remonftrated  to  Heraclius,  that iil 
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Would  be  an  unpardonable  cruelty  in  Chriftians,  Omar. 
to  ad:  in  fo  rigorous  a  manner  towards  unhappy  ^syrra6l6‘ 
prifoners,  who  in  the  main  were  not  criminal  :  * 

that  befides,  fuch  a  condud  would  irritate  the 
Mahometans,  and  occafion  them  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  to  give  no  quarter  to  the  Chriftians  who 
might  fall  into  their  hands. 

Thefe  remontrances  had  their  effed.  The 
emperor  not  only  fpared  the  lives  of  his  pri¬ 
foners,  but,  at  Youkinna's  requeft,  he  gave 
them  better  treatment  than  they  could  exped. 

They  almoft  enjoyed  full  liberty  ;  however, 
under  the  infpedion  of  Youkinna,  who  was 
charged  by  the  emperor  to  have  an  eye  over 
their  condud.  Thus  that  imprudent  prince 
accelerated  his  own  deftrudion,  by  placing 
an  unlimited  confidence  in  a  traitor,  who  only 
waited  for  a  favourable  opportunity  to  put  his 
treacherous  defignsin  execution. 

The  correfpondence  which  that  renegado 
continued  privately  to  carry  on  with  the  muf- 
fulman  army,  was  doubtlefs  the  caufe  that 
Obeidah  contented  himfelf  with  keeping  his 
troops  drawn  up  ready  for  adion,  without 
undertaking  any  other  enterprise  than  fending 
out  detachments,  which  daily  committed  the 
greateft  ravages  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Antioch*  The  peafants,  who  were  thereby 
ruined,  came  in  crouds  to  take  refuge  in  the 
city,  which  they  filled  with  fear  and  ter¬ 
ror,  by  the  accounts  they  gave  of  the  cruelty 
of  the  Mahometans. 

At  this  melancholy  news  the  emperor  was 
feized  with  the  utmoft  grief,  which  th< 
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wicked  Youkinna  artfully  cherifhed,  in  order 
to  difcourage  that  prince,  and  to  make  him 
fearful  of  the  event  of  a  battle.  Hcraclius, 
quite  confounded,  unhappily  had  a  dream, 
which  terrified  him  to  the  greateft  degree. 
He  thought  his  crown  fell  off  his  head  on  the 
ground,  and  that  a  man  violently  tumbled  him 
down  from  his  throne.  There  needed  no  more 
to  make  him  form  the  defperate  refolution  of 
quitting  Antioch,  and  flying  to  Conftanti- 
nople,  which  he  put  in  execution  the  next 
day.  He  privately  went  to  an  adjoyning  port, 
where  he  embarked,  and  departed  with  all  the 
fail  he  could  make. 

So  precipitate  a  departure  increafed  the  fears 
of  the  inhabitants.  The  chief  officers  vainly 
endeavoured  to  cheer  up  the  people  ;  foras  the 
fovereign  did  not  think  himfelf  fafe  in  An¬ 
tioch,  they  gave  the  city  over  for  loft.  Thofe, 
however,  who  were  charged  with  the  conduct 
of  the  ftate,  took  the  beft  meafures  to  roufe 
up  their  dejecfted  fpirits:  and  the  troops  Teem¬ 
ing  inclined  to  exert  themfelves  in  doing  their 
duty,  it  was  at  laft  refolved  to  hazard  a 
battle. 

Though  the  chriftian  affairs  were  fo  greatly 
on  the  decline,  yet  they  might  have  founded 
fome  hopes  on  their  troops,  who  feemed  ready 
to  do  their  utmoft  in  fupport  of  their  re¬ 
ligion  and  liberties,  and  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  moft  confiderable  place  the  emperor 
was  poffcffed  of  in  that  province.  But  at  the 
very  time  the  onfet  was  given,  and  whilft 
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the  Chriftians  were  fighting  with  the  utmoft 
intrepidity  which  men  could  fhew,  when  ani¬ 
mated  by  defpair,  Youkinna  determined  the 
victory  in  favour  of  the  Muffulmen. 

The  traitor  who  had  been  appointed  by 
the  emperor  to  guard  the  prifoners,  fecretly 
furniflhed  them  with  arms,  and  charged  De- 
rar  to  dally  out  with  his  companions  up¬ 
on  the  Chriftians,  whilft  they  ftiould  be  en¬ 
gaged  with  the  Mahometans  -,  and  affured  him 
that  the  moment  he  appeared,  he  would  be 
feconded  by  a  great  number  of  lords,  who 
were  determined  to  embrace  the  mahometan 
dodtrine. 

All  which  was  carried  into  execution  during 
the  very  heat  of  the  battle.  Vain  were  all 
the  efforts  which  the  Chriftians  made  :  being 
attacked  in  the  rear,  whilft  they  faced  their 
enemy,  they  faw  a  part  of  their  leaders 
fhamefully  abandon  them  in  order  to  yield. 
From  that  moment  they  gave  over  all 
thoughts  of  defending  themfelves  ;  and  the 
inhabitants  being  informed  by  the  fugitives 
of  tne  lofs  of  the  battle,  formed  a  refolution 
on  the  fpot  that  they  would  not  wait  till  they 
were  befieged.  They  with  ail  fpeed  fent  de¬ 
puties  to  Obeidah,  to  treat  about  the  fur- 
render  of  the  place  :  and  articles  having  been 
agreed  on,  the  mu  flu  i  man  general,  at  the 
head  of  his  troops,  made  his  triumphant  entry 
into  Antioch  the  twenty-firft  day  of  Augtift, 
in  the  feventeenth  year  of  the  Hegyra,  and 
the  638th  of  the  Chriftian  æra. 
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Omar.  Thus  that  opulent,  fair,  and  famous  city, 
Begyra  17  which  had  for  fo  long  time  flourifhed  under 
“u‘  3  *  the  Perfians,  the  Seleucians,  the  Romans, 
and  the  emperors  of  the  Greeks,  at  laft  fell 
a  prey  to  the  Mahometans. 

Obeidah  Obeidah  caufed  his  troops  to  decamp  fhortly 
caufes  his  af{;er  taken  pofleffion  of  the  place. 

Antiocli. eaVC  The  fears  that  wife  general  felt  for  the  Muf- 
fulmen,  left  they  fhould  be  tainted  in  fuch 
an  abode,  made  him  refolve  to  fend  them 
away  with  all  fpeed.  And  in  fadt,  the  fertile 
fituation  of  Antioch,  the  foft  fweetnefs  of  the 
air,  joined  to  the  voluptuous,  diforderly,  and 
luxurious  manners  of  its  inhabitants,  could  not 
but  enervate  the  courage,  and  utterly  deftroy 
the  fpirit  of  modefty,  fimplicity,  and  difin- 
tereftednefs  which  had  been  the  diftinguifhing 
charadteriftics  of  the  Mahometans;  and  which, 
fince  their  arrival  in  Syria,  had  been  vifibly 
on  the  decline.  They  were  become  proud 
of  their  advantages;  they  took  a  pleafure  in 
adorning  themfelves  with  the  rich  fpoils  of 
the  Grecians  ;  and  there  was  caufe  to  fear  they 
might  be  debauched  by  their  intercourfe  with 
ftrange  women,  and  ftill  more  by  the  perni¬ 
cious  example  of  the  Greeks, 

Thofe  wicked  Chriftians,who  were  equally 
corrupt  both  in  heart  and  mind,  had  for  a 
long  time  loft  all  love,  and  even  ail  refpedt  for 
religion.  They  made  an  open  profefiion  of 
Chriftianity,  it  it  true,  but  were  Chriftians 
only  in  name.  They  gave  themfelves  up  to 
the  commiffion  of  every  crime,  and  did  not 

perform 
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perform  a  fingle  duty:  and,  blinded  by  their  °MAR- 
ill  habits,  which  plunged  them  into  a  flupid  !7* 

infenfibility,  they  though tjefly  went  on  in  ’  ær*  3 
the  commiffion  of  their  crimes,  and  feemed  to 
be  left  unpunifhed,  only  that  they  might  be  a 
fhame  to  the  very  Mahometans. 

Obeidah  therefore  caufedhis  troops  to  march  Obeidah  con- 
with  all  fpeed  fromfuch  dangerous  quarters,  and  ^t°n 

iflued  orders  that  they  fhould  encamp  at  a  great  ters. 
diftance  from  Antioch.  He  then  difpatched 
an  exprefs  to  the  Caliph  with  the  news  of  his 
conquefl,  and  an  account  of  the  meafures 
he  had  judged  it  advifable  to  take  for  re¬ 
fraining  the  foldiery,  who  feemed  inclined  to 
fix  in  Syria,  and  who  had  even  asked  leave  to 
marry  the  women  of  that  country.  And  in 
the  clofe  of  his  letter  he  requeued  the  Ca¬ 
liph  would  fend  him  orders  for  his  operations 
during  the  reft  of  the  campaign. 

Omar  received  the  difpatches  at  the  very 
time  he  was  fetting  outforMedinaaccompanied 
by  the  wives  of  the  prophet,  to  perform  a  pil¬ 
grimage  to  Mecca.  He  forthwith  flopped, 
and  opened  Obeidah’s  letter.  When  he  had 
perufed  it,  he  fell  proftrate  on  the  ground, 
and  returned  thanks  to  God  for  the  lignai 
favours  he  had  (hewed  to  the  Muflulmen  ;  he 
immediately  anfwered  Obeidah’s  letter  ;  and 
having  congratulated  him  upon  his  fuccefs,  he 
took  notice  of  the  general’s  having  caufed  the 
troops  to  quit  Antioch. 

It  feemed  that  the  Caliph  had  then  forgot  The  Caliph’s 
with  what  rigour  he  had  behaved  to  the  Ma- aniwcr*- 
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hometans  the  preceding  year  ;  particularly  how 
he  had  rent  in  pieces  their  filken  garments, 
with  which  they  had  adorned  themfelves  at 
the  time  Jerufalem  was  taken.  The  language 
he  made  ufe  of  to  Obeidah  on  that  occafion 
was  widely  different  :  he.  difapproved  of  the 
general’s  feverity,  and  told  him  he  fhould  have 
permitted  the  Muffulmen  to  tarry  fome  time 
in  Antioch,  in  order  to  have  made  themfelves 
amends  for  their  fatigues  and  hazards.  He 
added,  that  the  faithful  were  not  interdic¬ 
ted  a  due  ufe  of  the  good  things  of  this  world; 
and  he  gave  free  leave  to  fuch  as  had  no  fet- 
tlements  in  Arabia,  to  fix  themfelves  in  Syria, 
and  take  wives  there,  and  even  to  hire  as 
many  women  flaves  as  they  fhould  think  fit, 
in  proportion  to  their  means.  He  concluded 
his  letter  with  an  order  to  pufh  on  his  con¬ 
quers  in  the  hill  country. 

Obeidah  was  amazed  to  find  the  auftere 
Omar  content  to  fuch  relaxations  of  the  antient 
difcipline,  as  might  in  time  infenfibly  deftroy 
it,  and  render  his  fubjeds  effeminate.  That 
general  even  began  to  perceive  that  the  ardour 
of  his  troops  was  diminifhed  3  and  he  had  a 
frefh  proof  of  it  on  account  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion  they  were  to  undertake  for  making 
conquefls  in  the  hill  country,  according  to  the 
Caliph’s  commands.  Obeidah,  that  he  might 
the  better  difcover  the  difpofitions  of  the  Muf¬ 
fulmen.,  declined  naming  fuch  as  he  thought 
proper  for  the  undertaking  :  he  propofed  the 
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thing  in  general,  and  asked  who  would  take  °MAR- 
on  him  the  command.  chfær.  633. 

The  event  juftified  Obeidah’s  fufpicions 
touching  the  delicious  and  luxurious  abode  of 
his  forces  in  Syria.  The  Arabians  having 
been  informed  that  the  hill  country,  though 
not  far  off,  was  of  very  difficult  accefs  and 
paflage,  on  account  of  the  ice  and  fnow  with 
which  it  was  almoft  continually  covered 
thro’  the  whole  year,  not  aperfon  voluntarily 
offered.  The  general  repeated  the  fame  pro- 
pofal,  but  even  the  braved  amongil  them 
flood  filent.  At  lad  one  appeared,  and  ac¬ 
cepted  the  command.  He  was  called  Meif- 
farah-ebn-Mefruh.  Obeidah  accepted  his 
offer  very  gratefully  3  he  openly  commended 
his  zeal,  and  delivered  to  him  a  black  flag, 
with  this  infcription  on  it  :  £t  There  is  but 
one  God  3  and  Mahomet  is  the  apodle  of 
God.” 


The  general  put  under  his  command  a  nu  Obeidah 
merous  detachment,  and  Dames,  whoaccom- 
panied  him,  headed  one  thoufand  black  Oaves,  the  mountaki- 
Thofe  troops  underwent  great  hardships  fo  ous  country, 
foon  as  they  were  advanced  amongft  the 
mountains.  In  fhort,  it  was  going  from  one 
extreme  to  another  ;  the  climate  of  Syria 
was  warm  and  pleafant,  whereas  that  of  the 
hill  country  was  piercingly  cold.  However, 
they  made  their  way  through  the  paflages  to 
the  mountains  with  great  refolution  ;  and  in¬ 
deed  they  met  with  no  other  obftacle  than 
the  intemperature  of  the  climate,  and  the 
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badnefs  of  the  roads.  The  few  villages  they 
found  in  their  way  were  quite  abandoned. 
The  peafants,  who  had  received  intelligence  of 
their  march,  fled  for  refuge  to  diflant  parts  ; 
and  they  only  met  with  one,  whom  they 
feized,  in  order  to  get  intelligence. 

The  feizing  the  peafant  was  a  happy  inci¬ 
dent  to  the  Arabians:  fince  the  information 
they  received  from  him  probably  prevented 
them  from  being  cut  in  pieces.  They  learned 
that  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand  men  was 
lying  at  no  great  di  fiance  from  them  ;  to 
which  the  prifoner  added,  that  it  would  be 
fafeft  for  the  troops  to  remain  on  the  fpot 
they  then  occupied  ;  for  if  they  advanced 
further,  they  would  be  without  fhelter,  or 
other  means  to  f  cure  their  flanks,  and  would 
on  that  account  find  it  impoffible  to  defend 
themfelves  againft  fo  numerous  a  body  : 
whereas  the  poft  they  were  then  in  pofleflion 
of  was  provided  of  the  former,  as  well  as 
other  conveniences:  that  they  muft  not  in¬ 
deed  expedt  to  gain  any  advantage  in  cafe  of 
their  being  attacked,  but  that  at  the  fame 
time  none  could  be  gained  over  them. 

That  unhappy  Chriftian  was  very  ill  re-^ 
warded  for  his  information  and  advice.  The 
Arabians,  according  to  their  cuflom,  would 
have  perfuaded  him  to  embrace  Mahometifm  ; 
but  he  would  not  liften  to  their  follicitations. 
Even  the  fear  of  death  was  not  capable  of 
making  him  diifemble;  infomuch  that  the 
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Muflulmen,  enraged  at  his  courage  and  con-  Omar. 
ftancy,  cruelly  took  away  his  life.  Hegym  1 7, 

In  purfuance  of  the  peafant’s  advice,  Meif-  r  ' ær*  J 
farah  intrenched  himfelf  in  the  mountains, 
and  kept  on  the  defenfive.  He  at  the  fame  ed. 
time  difpatched  a  courier  to  inform  Obeidah 
of  his  fituation,  and  demanded  a  fpeedy  re¬ 
inforcement.  In  the  mean  time  the  Grecians 
having  received  intelligence  that  a  body  of 
the  enemy  was  in  their  neighbourhood,  they 
marched  up,  encamped  at  a  fmall  diftance 
from  the  Arabians,  and  effectually  furrounded 
them  ;  but  they  could  gain  no  further  ad¬ 
vantage,  becaufe  the  Muflulmen  kept  clofe 
within  their  ftrong  intrenchments.  However, 
fome  fmart  skirmifhes  pafled,  in  which  the 
Greeks  took  many  prifoners,  and  amongft 
others  an  intimate  friend  of  the  Caliph, 
named  Abdallah-ebn-Hodafah  •  an  officer 
greatly  diffinguiflied  on  account  of  his  per- 
fonal  merit,  and  ftill  more  for  the  honour 
he  had  of  being  coufln-german  to  Maho¬ 
met. 

The  Muflulmen  being  fhut  up  in  that  nar-  Advantage 
row  paflage  by  fo  confiderable  a  body  of  tîie 

forces,  would  have  been  conftrained  to  yield,  beyond  the 
either  through  famine,  or  for  other  reafons,  Euphrates, 
had  not  Obeidah  with  the  utmoft  fpeed  fent 
them  relief.  At  the  very  time  that  general 
received  Meiffarah’s  letter,  Khaled  returned 
with  an  immenfe  booty, which  he  had  brought 
away  from  fome  towns  lying  beyond  the  Eu¬ 
phrates, 
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phrates, whither  he  had  been  fent.  After  hav¬ 
ing  fubdued  part  of  that  country,  he  left 
ftrong  garrifons  in  the  places,  and  came  in 
perfon,  as  well  as  to  give  an  account  of  his 
victories,  as  to  offer  his  fervice  for  any  new 
conquefts. 

The  arrival  of  that  brave  Muffulman  caufed 
a  univerfal  joy  in  the  arabian  camp.  Obei- 
dah,  who  was  highly  pleafed  at  his  returning 
victorious,  propofed  that  he  fhould  add  to  his 
late  noble  exploits  the  glory  of  difengaging 
his  brethren,  who  were  furrounded  by  the 
Greeks  in  the  hill  country.  The  indefatiga¬ 
ble  Khaled  immediately  began  his  march  with 
a  detachment  of  three  thoufand  men,  which 
were  fpeedily  followed  by  two  thoufand 
others,  headed  by  Aïad-ebmGanam. 

The  Grecians  foon  received  intelligence  of 
the  reinforcements  that  were  coming  to  the 
relief  of  the  Muffulmen  ;  and  whether  they 
thought  them  to  be  more  numerous  than  they 
really  were,  or  whether  the  bare  name  of 
Khaled,  whom  the  Chriftians  fo  much  dreaded, 
had  infpired  them  with  terror,  the  Mufful¬ 
men,  who  till  that  time  had  been  clofely 
blocked  up,  were  amazed  one  morning  to 
hear  the  news,  that  the  Greeks  had  retired  in  the 
night-time,  in  fo  precipitate  a  manner,  as  very 
little  differed  from  a  flight;  they  even  left 
behind  them  their  tents  and  great  part  of 
their  bagage. 

&0  O  .  ^ 

Khaled  was  highly  vexed  at  their  retreat: 
he  depended  on  fignalizing  himfelf  in  that  ex¬ 
pedition, 
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pedition,  and  at  lead  of  retaking  the  prifo- 
ners  the  Grecians  had  made.  He  even 
would  have  marched  out  forthwith  in  pur- 
fuit  of  the  enemy,  in  order  to  harafs  them 
in  their  retreat  :  but  Meiffarah,  and  the  reft 
of  the  chief  officers,  who  had  found  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  reconnoitre  the  ground  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  their  port,  reprefented  to 
Khaled  that  he  would  expofe  himfelf  to 
manifeft  danger  by  advancing  any  further  ; 
and  that  it  would  be  mod  prudent  at  that 
time  to  give  over  an  undertaking,  which 
was  like  to  have  been  attended  with  the 
mod  fatal  confequences  :  Khaled,  therefore, 
was  obliged  to  comply  with  their  opinion, 
which  was  to  make  their  retreat  in  good 
order,  and  join  Obeidah’s  army. 

That  general  wrote  to  the  Caliph  to  in¬ 
form  him  of  what  had  paffed,  as  well  as  of 
the  improbability  of  ever  furmounting  the 
difficulties  in  paffing  the  mountains.  He 
alfo  mentioned  the  prifoners,  and  in  parti¬ 
cular  Abdallah,  and  told  him  it  was  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  importance  not  to  differ  that  officer 
to  continue  long  in  the  hands  of  the  Greeks, 
who,  glorying  in  fuch  a  prize  as  in  a  con- 
qued,  had  fent  away  that  Muffulman  in 
great  hade  to  Condantinople,  for  fear  he 
fhould  be  retaken. 

So  foon  as  the  Caliph  received  the  news, 
he  difpatched  a  letter  to  Heraclius  to  de¬ 
mand  Abdallah.  The  letter  was  couched  in 
thefe  terms  : 

■Vol.  I.  T  «In 
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Om A&i  «  jn  the  name  of  God  mod  merciful  ; 

638  PraTe  be  to  God,  who  is  the  Lord  of  this 
L  ^  b  ’  world,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come;  who 
which theCa- has  neither  equal,  wife,  nor  fon*.  May 
liph  demands  his  bleffing  be  on  his  apoftle.  Omar,  the 

hbe1tyiah,S  ^ervant  °f  God,  to  Heraclius,  emperor  of 
the  Greeks.  On  receipt  of  this  letter,  do 
not  fail  to  fend  back  to  me  the  muffulman 
prifoner  now  in  your  power,  and  who  is 
called  Abdallah-ebn-Hodafah.  If  you  com¬ 
ply,  I  fhall  have  hopes  that  God  will  lead 
you  in  the  right  way  :  but  if  you  refufe,  I 
fhall  fend  againft  you  men,  who  are  not 
diverted  by  trade  and  merchandize  from  the 
remembrance  of  God.  Health  and  happi- 
nefs  be  upon  every  one  that  follows  the 
right  way.” 

The  emperor  muft  have  been  touched  to 
the  quick  by  the  arrogant  ftile  of  this  letter. 
However,  far  from  complaining  of  it,  he 
fpeedily  complied  with  the  Caliph’s  requeft  ; 
and  not  only  fent  home  the  prifoner,  but 
alfo  made  Omar  a  prefent  of  a  very  valuable 
diamond.  The  Caliph,  difdaining  to  keep 
the  gift,  caufed  the  jewel  to  be  fold,  and 
fent  the  produce  of  it  to  the  public  treafury. 
He  had  a  long  conference  with  the  prifoner 
touching  the  ftate  of  the  emperor's  court., 
Abdallah  related  to  him  how  ftrongly  he 

*  This  was  a  reproach  levelled  by  the  Caliph  againft  the 
Chriftians,  on  account  of  the  myftery  of  the  holy  trinity, 
and  title  of  mother  of  God,  which  they  gave  to  the  virgin 
Mary. 


had 
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had  been  follicited  to  change  his  religion  ; 
but  that  neither  prpmifes  nor  threats  had 
been  able  to  (hake  his  refolution.  He  added, 
that  the  emperor  had  caufed  him  to  be  very 
clolely  confined,  without  fuffering  any  thing 
to  be  provided  for  him  to  eat  and  drink, 
fave  the  fleffi  of  hogs  and  wine,  both  of 
which  were  prohibited  by  the  law  of  Ma¬ 
homet  -,  but  that  he  had  not  touched  either. 
And  having  taken  no  food  during  three 
days,  Heraclius,  who  was  aftonifhed  at  his 
conftancy,  ceafed  to  make  any  further  at- 


Omar. 

Hegyra  17. 
Ch.  ær.  638. 


tempts. 

When  the  Caliph  wrote  to  the  emperor 
to  demand  the  releafe  of  Abdallah,  he  dif- 
patched  a  meflenger  at  the  fame  time  to 
Obeidah,  with  orders  to  pufh  on  the  con* 
quells  of  the  Muffulmen.  He  no  longer 
infilled  on  their  invading  the  hill-country, 
which  he  found  was  an  enterprize  of  very 
great  difficulty  and  hazard  ;  but  he  preffed 
the  general  fpeedily  to  take  fuch  meafures 
as  he  ffiould  think  proper  for  fubduing  the 
remainder  of  Syria. 

Obeidah  being  thus  inverted  with  unli- 
mitted  authority  by  the  Caliph,  refolved  to 
give  tome  time  for  refrefhment  to  his  troops, 
who  were  very  much  fatigued.  However, 
that  the  mahometan  conquefts  might  not  be 
delayed,  he  fent  a  courier  to  Amru-ebn-Alas, 
ordering  him  to  go  upon  action  with  the 
army  under  his  command. 
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Amru  was  then  in  Paleftine,  where  he 
had  brought  feveral  towns  under  obedience 
of  the  Muffulmen.  So  foon  as  he  received 
Obeidah’s  orders,  he  began  his  march  to¬ 
wards  Cæfarea,  where  it  was  reported  Con- 
ftantine,  the  fon  of  Heraclius,  had  ported 
himfeif  with  a  confiderable  army.  But  when 
he  entered  that  territory,  he  found  he  could 
not  poffibly  advance  without  giving  battle, 
Conftantine  having  ftrongly  intrenched  him¬ 
feif,  and  feeming  ready  to  difpute  the  paf- 
fage.  Amru  therefore  pitched  his  camp  at 
a  little  diftance  from  that  of  the  prince,  and 
made  preparations  for  attacking  the  enemy 
without  delay. 

It  was  foon  evident  that  though  Conftan¬ 
tine  ftill  boldly  ftood  his  ground,  he  had 
no  intentions  to  rillc  a  battle.  He  firft  at¬ 
tempted  to  furprize  the  Mahometans;  for 
which  purpofe  he  fent  an  Arabian  Chriftian 
to  reconnoitre  the  pofture  and  ftrength  of 
the  enemy.  The  arabian  fpy,  who  was  a 
thorough  mafter  of  his  trade,  flipped  into 
the  camp,  and  was  for  feveral  days  a  wit¬ 
ness  of  all  that  paffed  there.  But  fome  per- 
fon  having  accidentally  trodden  on  his  gar¬ 
ment,  fo  that  he  was  like  to  fall,  he  inad¬ 
vertently  fwore  by  Jefus  Chrift  :  on  this  the 
Muffulmen  found  he  was  a  chriftian  ipy, 
and  forthwith  put  him  to  death. 

Amru  having  been  informed  of  it,  was 
vexed  they  had  a£ted  fo  precipitately.  He 
reproved  the  officers  who  were  prefent  at 

that 
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that  juncture,  faying,  they  had  taken  from  Omar. 
him  the  only  means  which  providence  had  ^g^rra  ^  g 
afforded,  of  becoming  acquainted  with  every  *  3 

ftep  taken  by  the  Chriftians.  He  then 
caufed  proclamation  to  be  made  through 
the  whole  camp,  that  all  fuch  fpies  as  might 
be  thereafter  difcovered,  fhould  be  brought 
before  him. 

In  a  fhort  time  a  grecian  prieft  came  to 
the  arabian  camp,  and  demanded  audience 
of  the  general.  He  was  forthwith  intro¬ 
duced  to  Amr.u,  and  informed  him  that 
Conftantine  was  defirous  of  treating  with 
him ;  for  which  purpofe  he  requefted  that 
feme  trufty  perfon  might  be  fent  in  order  to 
confer  with  him.  Amru  refolved  to  go  him- 
fe If,  that  affairs  might  be  the  fooner  dif- 
patched. 

The  grecian  prince  gave  the  muffulman 
chief  a  very  polite  and  honourable  recep¬ 
tion.  The  firft  compliments  being  paffed, 
he  offered  him  a  chair  ;  but  Amru  refufed 
it,  and  according  to  the  mahometan  cuftom, 
fat  crofs-legged  on  the  ground,  with  his 
fword  and  fpear  lying  in  his  lap  :  And  a 
very  extraordinary  conference  paffed  be*- 
tween  them,  if  we  may  credit  the  account 
given  of  it  by  an  arabian  writer. 

Conftantine  in  the  firft  place  remonftrated  Conference 
that  the  Arabians  and  Greeks  were  in  the  )?£tvveen  Con^ 

.  •  o  1  1  r  itantine  ana 

wrong  to  make  war  againlt  each  other,  for  Amru. 
they  were  brethren.  <c  As  they  differ  fo 
widely  in  point  of  religion,  how  can  they 

'  T  3  be 
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be  brethren  ?”  replied  Amru.  <£  Befides,” 
added  he,  “  what  evidence  can  be  produced 
of  the  kindred  between  the  Corefchites  and 
the  Grecians  ?”  The  prince,  in  order  to 
prove  it,  made  along  harangue,  in  which 
he  deduced  the  pedigree  from  the  days  of 
Adam. 

Amru  anfwered,  that  it  was  true  the  Ara¬ 
bians  and  Greeks  wTere  both  oeicended  from 
Abraham  and  Noah  :  that  Noah  had  divided 
the  land  between  his  three  ions  3  that  to 
Shem  he  gave  Syria,  and  the  adjacent  coun¬ 
tries  ;  and  the  Arabians  being  of  the  race  of 
Shem,  were  confequently  his  right  heirs. 
S£  But  however,”  added  he,  t£  the  earth  is 
the  Lord’s,  and  he  gives  it  as  an  inheritance 
to  thofe  he  chufeth.  We  are  his  fervants  ; 
he  hath  given  it  up  into  our  hands  ;  and 
we  only  re-enter  into  pofleffion  of  our  an- 
tient  inheritance,  to  which  we  have  a  better 
title  than  you.  We  have  long  enough  dwelt 
in  our  fcorching  and  barren  deferts  :  we  will 
now  poffefs  this  delightful  country,  and 
make  a  full  conqueft  of  the  land  ;  for  it  is 
no  more  than  equitable  that  we  fhould  enjoy 
it  in  our  turn.” 

The  Muffulman  then  directing  his  dif- 
courfe  to  the  Grecians  who  were  prefent, 
told  them,  that  they  had  no  other  means 
left  to  fecure  their  abode  in  that  country, 
but  the  embracing  Mahometifm,  and  paying 
tribute  to  the  Unitarians  ;  or  deciding  their 
quarrel  by  the  fword.  “  I  point  out  to  you,” 

faid 
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laid  he  concluding  his  difcourfe, cc  the  way  to 
fafety  ;  but  ye  are  rebels,  as  your  father 
Efau  was.  You  own  us  to  be  your  kins¬ 
folks  ;  but  we  will  have  no  affinity  with  you, 
whilft  you  continue  in  infidelity.  We  are 
defcended  from  lihmael.  Our  prophet  Ma¬ 
homet  was  infpired  by  the  angel  Gabriel,  to 
afford  us  the  light  of  his  holy  truth,  to 
guide  us  in  the  pradtice  of  that  doctrine, 
which  God  himfelf  was  pleafed  to  dictate/’ 

Having  faid  thefe  words,  Amru  arole  : 
and  thus  ended  the  conference,  without  the 
lead:  hopes  of  an  accommodation.  After 
which  each  fide  made  ready  to  come  to  a 
decifive  battle. 

When  a  hiftory  offers  to  the  reader’s  view 
two  numerous  armies  ranged  in  battalia,  he 
has  great  reafon  to  expedt  he  is  about  to  be 
informed  of  the  good  or  bad  condudt  of 
the  refpedtive  generals  who  commanded  and 
led  them  on  to  battle.  He  expedts  to  fee, 
as  on  a  plan,  the  difpofitions  and  feveral  mo¬ 
tions  of  thofe  great  bodies,  whofe  refent- 
ment  is  ftirred  up  againft  each  other;  and 
in  fhort,  to  know  what  particular  acci¬ 
dent  or  feat  inclined  the  vidtory  to  one  of 
the  parties.  But  no  information  of  this 
kind  can  be  gained  from  the  arabian  hifto- 
rians  ;  or  at  leaft,  Alvakedi,  who  hath  hi¬ 
therto  ferved  me  as  a  guide  in  my  narration, 
hath  not  deigned  to  afford  us  the  leaft  infor¬ 
mation  in  that  refpedt.  For  after  giving  an 
account  of  a  combat,  or  rather  a  kind  of 

T  4  jufting 
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Omar,  jufting  between  two  or  three  champions, 

SS)ær  67* 8  accorc^ng  t0  ^-im  the  Chriftians  fell  into  dif- 
*’  ’  *  order,  were  routed,  abandoned  their  camp 

and  baggage,  and  fled.  Examples  of  a  fimi- 
lar  kind  have  already  appeared  in  this  hiftory; 
fo  that  our  furprize  will  not  be  fo  great  at 
meeting  with  the  fame  difappointment  on 
this  oecaflon. 

Single  combat  The  two  armies  being  therefore  drawn 

Chriftian^nd  UP  *n  ^ne  °f  battle,  and  facing  each  other, 
feverai  Ara-  an  officer  of  the  grecian  troops  advanced  up 
to  the  Muflfulmen,  and  afked  if  any  of 
them  would  fight  him  in  Angle  combat. 
Several  of  the  Mahometans  having  earneftly 
follicited  for  the  preference,  it  was  granted 
to  a  young  Arabian,  who,  burning  with  zeal 
for  the  mahometan  religion,  had  lifted  to 
ferve  in  Syria,  with  a  view  to  gain  profelites, 
or  acquire  a  crown  of  martyrdom.  But  he 
was  too  young  to  cope  with  fuch  an  anta- 
gonift  ;  his  ftrength  was  by  no  means  an- 
fwerable  to  his  courage  and  zeal  :  fo  that 
the  grecian  officer  foon  got  the  better  of 
him,  giving  him  a  blow  which  laid  him 
dead  on  the  fpot. 

Two  or  three  other  Muflulmen  then  of¬ 
fered  themfelves,  and  fuccefiively  met  with 
the  fame  fate.  At  laft  Sergiabil  appeared, 
and  he  was  the  laft  that  fought.  The  af- 
fault  was  like  to  have  been  fatal  to  the  Muf- 
fulman.  As  he  was  very  devout,  and  a 
rigorous  obferver  of  all  the  precepts  of  his 
religion,  he  had  to  fo  great  a  degree  ema¬ 
ciated 
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elated  and  weakened  himfelf  by  fafts  and  Omar. 
watchings,  that  it  was  not  probable  he  could  I^S7ra  I  7- 
long  hold  out  againft  the  chriftian  officer.*"1”  æi*  3 
In  fadt,  Sergiabil  was  unhorfed  at  the  firft 
onfet,  and  his  adverfary  had  di {mounted, 
and  was  preparing  to  put  him  to  death  ; 
when  a  horfeman  from  the  grecian  army 
iffuing  out  of  the  ranks,  galloped  full  fpeed,  The  chriftian 
and  came  up  time  enough  to  cut  off  the  officer  is  kii- 
chriftian  officer’s  head.  He  then  rode  offled- 
to  the  muffulman  army,  to  which  he  re- 
ccndudled  Sergiabil.  He  confeffed  he  had 
been  one  of  thole  who  had  formerly  rifen 
up  againft  Mahomet*.  He  owned,  that  the 
fear  of  being  punifhed  for  his  crime,  had 
induced  him  to  take  on  in  the  fervice  of  the 
Chriftians,  where  he  had  long  waited  a  fa¬ 
vourable  opportunity  to  recover  the  favour 
of  the  Muffulmen.  He  added,  that  he 
hoped  the  fervice  he  had  done  would  intitle 
him  to  a  pardon.  He  was  forgiven,  and  af¬ 
terwards  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the 
nation. 

The  death  of  the  grecian  officer  fpread  The  CKrift-  # 
terror  and  difmay  amongft  Conftantine’s  their 

*  That  Muflulman  was  called  Tuleihah-ebn-Chovvailed. 

He  was  held  in  fo  great  detellation  by  his  countrymen,  for 
having  dared  to  hand  up  againh  Mahomet,  that  when 
Amru  fent  him  to  Omar  with  a  letter  of  recommendation, 

.the  Caliph  was  feized  with  horror  at  the  fight  of  him.  But 
the  lively  repentance  of  Tuleihah,  joined  to  the  important 
fervice  he  had  done  in  faving  Sergiabil’s  life,  perfectly  re- 
ftored  him  to  the  Caliph’s  favour,  who  pardoned  his  crime, 
and  even  gave  him  a  command  in  the  army. 
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Omar,  troops.  A  great  number  of  them  being  re- 
Hegyra  17.  folved  to  quit  their  colours,  drew  away  with 
Ch.  ær.  6^8.  tjiem  many  0f  their  comrades.  Such  as  had 

the  courage  to  ftay,  had  not  however  bra¬ 
very  enough  to  face  the  enemy.  They  pre¬ 
tended  they  were  unable  to  hold  out  againft 
the  Muffuimen,  whofe  ftrength  augmented 
each  moment  ;  and  they  refolved,  without 
orders,  to  regain  their  camp,  and  there 
ftrongly  intrench  themfelves. 

Conftantine  However,  they  made  no  long  ftay  there, 
retires  to  Cæ-  Conftantine  having  refolved  to  make  his 
efcape  to  Cæfarea  the  following  night  5  and 
the  general’s  example  drew  on  the  multi¬ 
tude,  fo  that  the  next  day  the  Greeks  aban¬ 
doned  their  camp,  and  went  to  feek  for 
fhelter,  together  with  their  prince. 

Amru  having  inftantly  fent  the  news  of 
thefe  tranfadlions  to  Obeidah,  the  general 
ordered  him  to  march  with  all  fpeed  to  Cæ¬ 
farea,  where  he  propofed  foon  to  join  him, 
that  they  might  together  undertake  the  con- 
queft  of  Tripoli,  Acre,  and  Tyre. 

Youkinna  Eut  at  the  very  time  Obeidah  was  iffuing 
leizes  Tnpoii  tEefe  orders,  he  received  intelligence  that 

for  the  Maho-  .  .  .  ,  r  1  1  •  1  T  1  1 

jnetans.  1  oukinna  had  laved  him  much  labour,  by 
having  gotten  poffeffion  of  Tripoli.  The 
general,  highly  pleafed  with  the  news,  forth¬ 
with  fent  Khaled  to  him  with  a  detachment, 
concluding  he  might  ftand  in  need  of  relief 
to  maintain  pofteftion  of  the  place. 

Khaled  arrived  very  opportunely.  You¬ 
kinna  had  fcarce  enjoyed  for  a  moment  the 
•  -  pleafure 
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pîeafure  of  his  new  conqueft,  when  he  faw  ^  °MAR* 
many  ffiips  fail  into  the  port,  laden  with  pro-  ^S7ra  *7* 
viiions  and  arms  ror  Conitantine  s  troops, 
whole  ffiameful  retreat  was  not  then  known 
at  court.  Youkinna  was  prefent  at  the 
difembarkation,  and  treated  the  captain  and 
other  officers  as  if  they  had  been  friends. 

He  was,  however,  a  little  fearful  of  being 
difcovered  in  the  event  5  but  to  his  great 
joy  he  was  informed  of  Khaled’s  arrival. 

That  reinforcement  calmed  all  his  fears. 

He  took  the  officers  of  the  ffiips  prifoners, 
and  having  caufed  the  greateft  part  of  the 
provifions  to  be  carried  into  the  city,  he  in- 
treated  Khaled  to  take  charge  of  the  place, 
whiift  he  ffiould  make  the  fame  attempt  on 
Tyre,  as  had  fucceeded  on  Tripoli. 

Youkinna  therefore  went  on  board  the  Youkinna,  at- 
ffiips  he  had  feized,  and  arrived  at  Tyre  : 

And  when  he  entered  the  port,  he  fent  difcove'redand 
word  to  the  governor,  that  he  was  bring-  &ized. 
ing  refrefliments  for  his  troops,  and  thofe  of 
Conflantine.  On  that  account  they  gave 
him  a  very  gracious  reception,  and  provided 
a  magnificent  houfe  in  the  principal  fquare 
for  him  and  nine  hundred  men  of  his  train. 

But  a  chriftian  officer  there,  happening  to 
know  Youkinna,  advifed  the  governor  to  be 
on  his  guard  ;  who  took  fuch  prudent  mea- 
fures,  that  with  very  little  ftir  he  caufed 
Youkinna  and  all  his  men  to  be  feized  by 
the  garrifon,  and  put  in  irons.  As  to  thofe 
who  were  on  board  the  ffiips,  though  he 

intended 
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Omar,  intended  they  fhould  undergo  the  fame  fate 
.Hegyra  with  their  companions,  yet  he  did  not  im- 
^  0j  mediately  fecure  them  :  and  at  that  very 
time  an  arabian  detachment  appeared  in  fight 
of  Tyre,  which  feemed  to  threaten  the 
place.  The  governor  having  caufed  thofe 
troops  to  be  reconnoitred,  intelligence  was 
brought  him  that  they  were  Arabians,  com¬ 
manded  by  Yefid-ebn-abi-Sofian,  one  of  the 
beft  generals  amongft  the  Muffulmen. 

The  governor  finding  that  the  enemy’s 
detachment  was  not  very  numerous,  refolv- 
ed  to  attack  them  brifkly,  and  try  to  de¬ 
feat  their  troops  before  they  could  receive 
any  reinforcement  ;  but  firft  he  caufed  You- 
kinna  and  the  other  prifoners  to  be  brought 
into  the  citadel,  and  gave  them  in  charge  to 
a  Greek  named  Bafil. 

Bafil  fets  him  That  Grecian  was  a  traitor,  who  had  long 
at  liberty.  intended  to  defert  to  the  Mahometans  :  but 
he  was  defirous  of  previoufly  ftriking  fome 
notable  blow,  which  might  give  him  weight 
at  his  firft  appearance  amongft  them.  The 
prefent  iundture  feemed  favourable  to  his  de- 
fign,  which  he  imparted  to  Youkinna;  and 
as  a  proof  of  his  zeal  for  Mahometifm,  he 
forthwith  fet  that  renegado  and  his  whole 
.  train  at  liberty. 

The  Tyrians  So  foon  as  Youkinna  was  freed  from  his 
are  forced  to  chainS5  he  fent  advice  of  his  delivery  to  fuch 

J  ’  of  his  men  as  were  on  board  the  fhips,  and 
bid  them  come  and  join  him  at  a  place  he 
appointed.  He  afterwards  fent  the  fame  in¬ 
formation 
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formation  to  Yefid,  who  was  then  engaged  Omar. 
with  the  governor.  This  news  gave  frefh 
courage  to  the  Muffulrnen  :  they  flood  a!i 
the  attacks  of  the  Tyrians  with  the  utmoft 
bravery  $  and  at  laft  victory  openly  declared 
in  their  favour  by  help  of  a  motion  which 
Youkinna  made.  He  marched  out  of  the 
place,  and  attacked  the  Tyrians  in  the  rear, 
whilft  the  Arabians  employed  them  in  front. 

By  means  of  this  motion  the  governor's  de¬ 
tachment  was  almoft  entirely  cut  in  pieces. 

The  conquerors  then  entered  the  city,  and 

maffacred  all  the  inhabitants  that  fell  in 

\ 

their  way  :  but  at  laft  their  fury  abated,  and 
they  gave  quarter  to  fuch  as  offered  to  em¬ 
brace  Mahometifm. 

The  taking  of  Tyre  threw  the  inhabitants  Conftantine 
of  Cæfarea  into  the  utmoft  confternation,  |Jies  5°  Con~ 
who  thought  they  faw  the  Muffulrnen  al-  antmop  c 
ready  at  their  gates.  However,  they  took 
fome  meafures  for  defending  themfelves 
againft  fo  formidable  an  enemy  5  but  a  new 
event  fruftrated  all  their  défions.  The  faint- 
hearted  Conftantine,  terrified  at  the  lofs  of 
Tyre,  and  without  fo  much  as  once  reflect¬ 
ing  on  the  ftrength  of  Cæfarea,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  its  forces,  or  the  great  influence  his 
prefence  muft  have  in  fuch  a  juncture,  mean¬ 
ly  confidering  only  his  own  fafety  (as  if 
the  enemy  had  been  actually  on  the  point  of 
entering  the  city)  he  by  ftealth  quitted  the 
place  with  his  family,  and  with  all  ipeed  ' 

reached 
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Omar,  reached  a  port,  where  he  embarked  for 
Hegyra  17.  Conftantinople. 

ær‘  63  ’  This  fhameful  defertion  of  Conftantine 
yiddsm the  determined  the  fate  of  Cæfarea.  The  inha- 
Arabians.  bitants,  who  had  no  thought  of  facrificing 
themfelves,  in  order  to  preferve  the  place 
for  a  prince  who  had  juft  fo  bafely  abandon¬ 
ed  them,  unanimoufly  refolved  to  capitulate. 
They  therefore  fent  word  to  Amru,  that 
they  were  ready  to  furrender,  and  to  give 
up  to  him  at  the  fame  time  all  that  appear¬ 
ed  to  be  Conftantine’s  particular  property. 
As  to  themfelves,  they  demanded  fecurity 
for  their  lives  and  fortunes,  which  was  grant¬ 
ed  them  in  confideration  of  two  hundred 
thoufand  pieces  of  ftlver.  Amru  then  en¬ 
tered  the  place,  and  took  poffeflion  of  it  in 
the  Caliph’s  name. 

The  Arabians  After  this  event,  not  a  city  was  left  that 

towns  of °ther  d'arec^ t0  refufe  opening  its  gates  to  the  Muf- 
Syria.  fulmen  :  fo  that  they  were  foon  mafters  of 
Ramlah,  Acre,  Joppa,  Afcalon,  Gaza,  Si- 
chem  or  Nabolos,  and  Tiberias  in  Paleftine, 
and  the  cities  of  Beirout,  Jabalah,  Zidon, 
and  Laodicea,  on  the  coafts  of  Syria.  And 
fo  rapid  was  their  conqueft,  that  it  was  more 
like  a  journey  than  a  military  expedition. 
Hegyra  is.  All  thefe  advantages  were  fhortiy  crofted 
ch.  ær. 639.  a  terrible  fcourge  with  which  that  pro- 
Death  of  fe-  vjnce  and  a]l  the  adjacent  parts  were  af- 

verni  mahn-  ^ 

metan  offi-  Sifted.  The  plague  laid  wafte  almoft  all 
Syria,  and  carried  off  fo  many  people,  that 
the  year  in  which  it  happened  was  called 

“  the 
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c<  the  year  of  deftrucftion.”  Obeidah,  Ser-  Omar. 
giabil,  Yefid,  and  many  other  of  the  chief  ^§yrVs* 
mahometan  officers,  died  of  that  diftemper.  ’ær* 

The  famous  Khaled  had  the  good  fortune 
to  efcape  the  common  calamity  ;  but  he  did 
not  long  furvive  his  brave  companions  in 
arms,  who  expired  before  his  eyes.  He 
died  about  three  years  afterwards.  Hifto- 
rians  have  not  taken  the  leaft  notice  either 
of  the  manner  of  his  death,  or  the  place 
where  he  died*. 

Immediately  after  Obeidah’s  death,  Amru  Amm  takes 
took  on  him  the  chief  command  of  the  t]le  command 
army,  and  wrote  at  the  fame  time  to  the  °  L  drmy' 
Caliph  an  account  of  the  havock  which  the 
peftilence  had  made  amongft  the  troops  and 
officers  :  And  as  his  waiting  in  Syria  for 
orders  mu  ft  have  been  attended  with  the 
greateft  danger,  he  informed  Omar,  that  he 
would  begin  his  march  for  Egypt,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  former  plan,  and  he  defired  the 
Caliph  would  acquaint  him  with  his  will 
touching  that  enterprize. 

Omar  was  feniibly  grieved  at  the  lofs  the 
ftate  had  fuftained  by  the  death  of  thofe 
great  men,  whom  the  plague  had  carried  off. 

Having  beftowed  on  their  memory  all  due 
praifes,  he  conferred  with  the  chief  of  his 
council  touching  the  expedition  into  Egypt. 

They  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion  that  the 
enterprize  fhould  be  carried  into  execution, 

*  Our  author  is  miftaken  herein,  though  none  of  the  ara- 
bian  writers  fix  it  with  any  certainty  •  fon;e  faying  it  was  at 
Hems,  others  at  Medina, 
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but  were  divided  in  fentiments  touching  who 
fhould  be  general.  Whether  Amru’s  ex¬ 
ploits  had  drawn  on  him  the  envy  of  his 
countrymen  ;  or  whether  they  did  not  think 
him  capable  of  conducting  fo  important  a 
defign,  Othman,  who  had  the  greateft  in¬ 
fluence  on  the  mind  of  Omar,  flrove  to  per- 
fuade  him  not  to  continue  Amru  in  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  army. 

But  the  Caliph  differed  with  him  in  fen¬ 
timents  :  however,  as  he  was  unwilling  to 
difoblige  Othman,  he  made  ufe  of  an  ex¬ 
pedient  which  fully  anfwered  his  purpofe. 
He  wrote  to  Amru,  not  actually  to  deprive 
him  of  command,  but  ordered  him  to  re¬ 
turn  with  the  troops,  in  cafe  he  fhould  be 
in  Syria  when  the  letter  reached  him  :  and 
if  he  was  on  the  frontiers  of  Egypt  (which 
there  was  reafon  to  apprehend  he  might  be, 
as  he  had  time  enough  for  that  purpofe)  in 
fuch  cafe,  Omar  added,  he  fhould  continue 
his  march. 

Thefe  are  the  terms  in  which  the  Ca¬ 
liph  wrote  to  him  :  <c  If  this  letter  comes 
to  your  hands  before  you  have  entered 
Egypt,  return  the  way  you  came  ;  but  if 
you  have  entered  that  country  at  the  time 
the  courier  fhall  deliver  it  to  you,  continue 
your  march  with  the  bleffing  of  God  3  and 
be  affured  that  if  you  want  fupplies,  I  will 
not  fail  fending  them  to  you.” 

It  is  highly  probable  that  the  Caliph,  at 
the  fame  time  he  feat  the  letter,  informed 

Amru 
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Amru  how  he  would  have  him  aft,  that  all  °MAR* 
might  fucceed  to  their  mutual  wifhes.  In  A8*  , 

o  .  Cia»  ær,  039» 

raft,  when  that  letter  arrived,  Amru  was 
ftiil  in  the  territory  of  Syria.  That  general 
told  the  courier,  that  as  he  had  not  then 
time  to  perufe  his  letters,  he  mu  ft  accom¬ 
pany  the  army,  and  he  would  difpatch  him. 
the  firft  leifure  moment.  Amru  caufed  his 
troops  to  march  with  double  fpeed,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  towards  the  frontiers  of  Egypt.  So 
foon  as  he  was  arrived  there  he  halted,  and 
having  aflembled  his  chief  officers,  he  opened 
the  Caliph’s  letter,  and  publickly  read  it  : 
and  then,  as  if  he  had  not  known  what 
country  they  were  in,  he  caufed  fome  of 
the  inhabitants  to  be  brought  before  him,  of 
whom  he  afked,  to  what  province  the  fpofc 
they  were  on  belonged  ?  The  inhabitants 
having  anfwered  that  he  was  in  Egypt, 
cc  If  fo,”  faid  the  general  brifklyto  his  offi¬ 
cers,  cc  we  ffiall  continue  our  march.” 

He  accordingly  marched  on,  and  came  be- 
fore  a  place  called  Pharma,  to  which  he  laid  men  in  Egypt; 
fiege.  He  made  himfelf  mailer  of  it  in 
about  a  month’s  time,  and  afterwards  march-  siege  of  Mef- 
ed  to  Mefrah,  where  he  was  flopped  during rah* 
almoft  feven  months.  The  belieged  de¬ 
fended  themfeives  with  amazing  bravery  : 
infomuch  that  Amru,  defpairing  ever  to  take 
the  place  without  a  powerful  fupply,  wrote 
to  the  Caliph,  and  begged  he  would  with¬ 
out  delay  fend  him  a  reinforcement,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  promife. 

Vol.  I.  U  The 
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Omar.  The  Caliph  immediately  fent  away  fome 
Chgyra  a8*  ^ar§e  detachments,  which  arriving  in  a  fhort 
’ ær*  J39‘  time  at  Amru’s  camp,  raifed  the  courage 
and  hopes  of  the  beliegers.  However,  not- 
withftanding  that  fuccour,  the  place  would 
ftill  have  held  out  a  long  time,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  treachery  of  the  governor. 

He  was  named  Makaukas,  was  of  the 
fed:  of  the  Jacobites*,  and  confequently  an 
enemy  to  the  catholic  Grecians,  Befides, 
as  he  had  injured  Heraclius  by  detaining 
the  whole  tribute  of  Egypt,  of  which  he 
was  appointed  receiver,  and  had  refufed  to 
fend  that  prince  the  fmaileft  part  of  it  in 
the  time  of  need,  when  the  emperor’s  af¬ 
fairs  were  infenfibly  declining  in  Syria,  he 
was  juftly  apprehenfive  that  he  fhould  be 
one  day  feverely  punifhed,  if  the  Grecians 
fhould  get  the  better  of  the  Mahometans. 
He  therefore  refolved  to  take  that  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  depriving  the  emperor  of  the  town, 
and  of  giving  it  up  to  the  Mufiulmen,  on 
fuch  terms  as  fhould  be  moft  to  his  own 
advantage. 

The  arrival  of  the  reinforcements  which 
had  been  fent  to  Amru,  gave  Makaukas  an 
occafion  to  exaggerate  the  ftrength  of  the 
befiegers.  He  told  the  Greeks  it  would  be 
impoffible  to  hold  out  any  longer,  and  that 
for  his  part  he  thought  the  moft  prudent  I 

*  The  Jacobites  are  afe&  of  orientals,  who  acknowledge 
but. one  nature  in  Jefus  Chrift.  They  are  fo  called  from  one 
James  Bardai,  who  gave  rife  to  that  error  in  the  fixth  century. 

ftep 
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ftep  they  could  take  would  be,  to  abandon 
the  citadel,  and  retire  to  a  little  ifland,  lying 
in  the  midftof  the  Nile,  between  Mefrah  and 
theoppofitebankjto  which  place  he  led  the  way 
and  was  followed  by  all  the  Coptics*,  as  well 
as  by  a  part  of  the  other  grecian  troops  :  but  a 
great  number  of  them  remained,  who  were  bent 
on  ufing  their  utmoft  efforts  to  defend  the  caftle. 

Few  perfons  now  but  entertained  the  ftron- 
geft  fufpicions  of  the  governor’s  treachery,  and 
were  firmly  perfuaded  his  defign  was  only  to 
weaken  thegarrifon,  and  thereby  facilitate  the 
I  taking  of  the  citadel.  And  he  accordingly  en- 
I  tered  into  a  negotiation  after  he  had  quitted  the 
|  place  by  fending  a  deputation  to  Amru,  to  know 
i  why  he  came  and  attacked  men  again  ft  whom 
he  had  no  juft  caufe  of  complaint:  he  likewife 
reprefented  to  the  general,  that  he  would  run 
great  rifques  by  perlifting  in  his  enterprize,  for 
i  as  the  inundation  of  the  Nile  was  at  hand,  the 
ij  camp  of  the  Muftulmen,  and  the  ground  all 
round  about  it  would  foon  be  laid  under 
water,  and  they  would  inevitably  fall  into 
!  the  hands  of  the  Grecians.  He  added,  that 

*  The  name  of  Coptics,  Cophtes,  or  Coptes,  is  fup- 
i  pofed  to  be  derived  from  the  Greek  ctjyv<zrToç,  Egyptian. 

They  were  the  natives  of  Egypt,  and  called  fo  to  diftinguifh 
:  them  from  the  Greeks,  who  had  been  fixed  there  ever  fmce 
:  the  time  of  Alexander  the  Great.  After  that  people  had  em* 
i  braced  Chrihianity,  the  errors  of  the  Jacobites  crept  in 
:  amongft  them,  and  the  Coptics  embraced  it.  But  the 
!  Greeks  continued  to  be  Catholics.  The  latter  were  driven 
.  out  on  the  abovementioned  occafion,  and  the  Coptics 
.  made  terms  with  the  Mahometans,  and  dill  inhabit  that 
:  country. 
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Omar,  he  was  however  inclined  to  liften  to  terms  of 
Hegyra  i3.  accommodation,  if  the  general  would  fend  a 
39'  perfon  duly  authorized  to  treat  with  him. 

Amru  immediately  difpatched  to  the  go¬ 
vernor  a  trufty  man  named  Abadah,  who 
carried  to  him  the  terms.  That  envoy  made 
the  fame  propofals  as  the  Muffulmen  were 
wont  to  offer  their  enemies  ;  which  were 
either  to  turn  Mahometans,  to  become  tri¬ 
butaries,  or  finally  to  refer  the  quarrel  to  the; 
decifion  of  the  fword. 

Makaukas  anfwered,  that  the  Grecians; 
would  never  fubmit  to  either  of  the  two  firft 
propofals  ;  and  as  to  the  third,  he  believed! 
they  were  not  ftrong  enough  to  make  head 
again  ft  the  Muffulmen  ;  for  neither  he  nor  his 
Coptics  would  lend  them  any  afiiftance,  and 
that  he  had  refolved,  together  with  thofe  ol 
his  party,  to  pay  tribute  ;  and  as  to  what  might 
befall  the  Greeks,  he  fhould  not  trouble  himfeli 
about  it. 

Abadah  being  returned,  and  having  giver 
an  acccunt  of  his  negotiation,  Amru  eafilj, 
law  though  the  governor's  defign.  The  ftep 
he  had  taken  in  leaving  the  citadel,  and  car¬ 
rying  with  him  a  great  number  of  his  troops 
added  to  the  great  indifference  he  fhewed 
refped:  to  what  concerned  the  Grecians 
made  the  muffulman  general  form  a  refo- 
lotion  to  renew  his  attacks  on  the  caftle  0 
Mefrah. 

The  affair  was  decided  at  the  firft  affault! I  f 
The  Muffulmen,  being  fore  that  the  garrifo 
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of  the  place  was  greatly  weakened,  planted  Omar. 
their  ladders,  and  fcaled  the  walls  with  won-  ;%yra  *ô- 

.  ni  Oh.  ær.  639. 

derriil  activity.  One  amongft  them  named  r 
Zobeir,  was  the  firft  that  entered  the  place,  ^  the  cube 
and  he  immediately  crying  out,  Allah  Acbar,  of  Mefrah  by 
(according  to  cuftom)  the  reft  ran  in  crouds aliault* 
to  fécond  him.  And  whilft  they  were  pour¬ 
ing  into  the  citadel,  a  great  part  of  the  gar- 
rifon  quitted  it  with  the  utmoft  precipitation, 
to  reach  the  Nile.  They  went  on  board 
fuch  barques  as  they  could  find,  and  fhel- 
tered  themfelves  in  the  illand.  All  fuch  as  re¬ 
mained  in  the  caftle  were  either  put  to  death 
or  made  prifoners. 

The  Grecians,  who  had  retired  to  the  illand 
where  Makaukas  was,  then  perceived,  but 
too  late,  that  they  were  vidtims  to  the 
treacherous  dealings  of  that  governor.  They 
would  willingly  have  revenged  themfelves 
for  his  villainous  behaviour,  but  they  dared 
make  no  attempt  on  him,  on  account  of  the 
great  number  of  Coptics  he  had  about  him. 

Befides,  they  did  not  think  it  fafe  to  tarry  any 
longer  with  him,  for  fear  he  fhould  bafely  give 
them  up  to  the  Mahometans.  They  there» 
fore  re-embarked,  and  palling  to  the  other 
fide  of  the  river,  they  retired  to  Keramol, 
a  place  fituated  between  Mefrah  and  Alex¬ 
andria. 

In  making  fo  fpeedy  an  efcape  they  added  Tîie  Arabians 

very  prudently;  for  the  perfidious  Makaukas ^ Makaukas, 
treated  with  the  Muflulmen  fliortly  after  they 
had  feized  the  caftle.  He  in  the  firft  place 

U  3  ftipulated, 
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ftipulated,  that  his  perfon  and  treafures 
fhould  be  fafe  3  he  alfo  interpofed  in  behalf 
of  the  Coptics,  and  it  was  that  they  fhould 
pay  a  yearly  capitation  tax  of  two  ducats. 
Makaukas  required  to  be  comprehended  in 
that  tax  on  the  feme  footing  with  the  reft  of 
the  Coptics,  and  to  be  always  confidered  as 
one  of  their  body.  In  refpedt  to  the  Greeks, 
he  declared  he  would  have  nothing  in  common 
with  them,  for  he  was  neither  of  their  country 
nor  of  their  religion.  He  confeffed  that  fear 
had  induced  him  for  a  long  time  to  diffem- 
ble  ;  but  that  fince  a  fair  opportunity  offered, 
he  took  a  pleafure  in  making  known  his 
fentiments  3  and  finally,  he  intreated  the  muf- 
fulman  general  never  to  make  peace  with  the 
Grecians  3  but  on  the  contrary,  to  purfue  them 
till  he  had  utterly  rooted  them  out. 

AH  thefe  conditions  were  granted  by  Amru; 
but  he  added,  that  the  Coptics  fhould  be 
obliged  to  maintain  at  their  own  charge,  during 
three  days,  all  fuch  Muffulmen  as  fhould 
come  amongft  them  3  that  they  fhould  repair 
the  public  bridges  and  highways  3  that 
they  fhould  find  quarters  for  the  troops  in  their 
houfes,  and  fhould  take  care  to  provide  the 
muffulman  army  with  provifions  and  ammu¬ 
nition,  for  which  they  fhould  be  paid. 

Thefe  feveral  articles  having  been  agreed  to 
on  both  fides,  Amru  forthwith  decamped  to 
march  in  purfuit  of  the  Greeks.  He  went 
and  attacked  them  in  Keramol,  where  they 
defended  themfeves  for  the  fpace  of  three  days 

with 
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with  great  refolution  ;  bat  at  laft  the  place  Omar. 
was  carried,  and  a  great  number  of  Grecians  ^gyra  l8* 
loft  their  lives.  However,  many  of  them  ‘ ær’  39 
had  the  good  fortune  to  efcape  the  conqueror’s 
fword,  and  fled  for  refuge  to  Alexandria, 
which  city  was  in  a  very  fhort  time  befteged 
by  the  Muflulmen. 

The  fiege  was  long  and  bloody.  The  Siege  of 
Grecians  repelled  their  attacks  with  the  ut-  Alexandna. 
mo  ft  intrepidity,  and  made  frequent  fallies, 
in  which  neither  of  the  parties  could  boaft 
of  any  advantage,  for  a  great  number  of 
men  were  killed  on  each  fide.  The  Muflulmen 
thought  they  had  gained  a  confiderable  point 
by  making  themfelves  mafters  of  one  of  the 
main  towers  which  defended  the  place,  but 
they  were  diflodged  from  it  after  a  very  warm 
engagement,  which  had  like  to  have  been  at¬ 
tended  with  fatal  confequences. 

The  brave  Amru,  who  expofed  himfelf  Am,ruafd 
...  .  n  r  .  .  r  .  ..  1  r  Makhaied 

like  the  meaneit  or  his  loidiers,  was  preient  are  taken 

at  the  attack  of  the  tower;  and  when  hepnfoners. 

had  gained  poffeffion  of  it,  he  ftood  the  fhock 

of  the  Grecians  with  admirable  valour  :  but 

they  fo  clofely  preffed  him,  that  he  could 

not  difengage  himfelf  ;  fo  that  he  was  taken 

prifoner,  together  with  Moflemah-ebn-Ma- 

khaled,  one  of  his  chief  officers,  and  a  man 

named  Verdan,  one  of  the  general’s  flaves,  who 

had  always  fought  by  his  mafter’sfide. 

Thofe  prifoners  were  immediately  brought  How  they 
before  the  governor,  who,  happily  for  the  two  reSain  their 
iirft3  did  not  know  them  to  be  perfons  oflll,uty* 

U  4  diftindiom 
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diftindtion.  However  he  entertained  force  fuf- 
picions  3  when  having  asked  what  the  Mufful” 
men  meant  by  running  about  the  country  in 
fuch  a  manner,  and  difturbing  their  neigh¬ 
bours,  Amru  anfwered  with  great  fpirit,  that 
It  was  their  defign  to  make  other  nations 
embrace  Mahometifm,  or  force  them  to  be¬ 
come  tributaries. 

This  bold  language  having  given  the  gover¬ 
nor  room  to  imagine  that  he  who  ufed  it  was 
no  mean  perfon,  he  fpoke  to  force  of  his 
attendants  to  cut  off  his  head.  As  the  order 
was  given  in  the  Greek  tongue,  which  Ver- 
dan  underload,  that  Have  had  the  prefence 
of  mind  to  contrive  a  ftratagem  which  faved 
his  mailer’s  life  :  he  gave  Amru  a  box  on  the 
ear,  and  told  him  in  an  affedled  rage,  that 
he  was  very  bold  to  fpeech  it  in  his  prefence. 
As  Verdan  probably  appeared  to  be  what  he 
really  was,  the  governor  fell  into  the  fnare  : 
he  thought  the  prifbners  were  only  com¬ 
mon  foldiers,  and  that  the  Have  might  have 
the  command  over  the  others  by  virtue  of  his 
being  a  kind  of  petty  officer,  which  his  va¬ 
nity  induced  him  to  fhew.  That  miftake 

J 

caufed  the  governor  to  change  his  mind,  and 
lie  revoked  the  orders  he  had  given. 

Moflemah,  upon  this  addreffing  himfelf  to 
the  governor,  in  his  turn  made  ufe  of  another 
ftratagem,  which  was  alfo  attended  with  the 
greateft  fuccefs.  He  told  the  commandant 
that  the  city  would  be  foon  freed  from  the 
Muffulmen,  for  he  had  it  from  good  autho¬ 
rity 
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rity  that  the  Caliph  had  fent  the  general  an  TLJo°“AR*(? 
order  to  raife  the  liege,  and  that,  inftead  of  chf 659, 
attacking  him  fword  in  hand,  Omar  was  pre¬ 
paring  to  fend  him  an  em bally,  confining 
of  perfons  of  diftindtion,  with  whom  an 
amicable  treaty  might  be  entered  on,  touch¬ 
ing  the  difputes  between  the  two  nations.  He 
added,  that  if  they  might  be  fet  at  liberty, 
and  permitted  to  inform  their  general  of  the 
kind  treatment  which  the  Grecians  afforded 
their  prifoners,  he  dared  allure  him  that  the 
accommodation  would  be  entered  into  the 
fooner,  and  in  a  very  advantageous  manner  to 
the  Chriflians. 

The  governor,  who  in  all  probability  was 
a  man  eafily  to  he  impofed  on,  fnnply  be¬ 
lieved  all  Moflemah  had  told  him,  and  con- 
fented  to  fet  them  at  liberty.  The  Mufiul- 
men  were  no  fooner  out  of  the  place,  than 
they  began  to  cry  aloud,  Allah  Acbar.  The 
whole  muflulman  army  inftantlÿ  refounded 
with  the  fame  joyful  acclamation.  The 
Grecians  who  were  on  the  ramparts,  were 
apprehend  ve  that  fo  univerfal  a  joy  at  the  re¬ 
turn  of  three  prifoners,  denoted  that  there 
mud  be  arnongft  them  a  perfon  of  chief 
note.  They  were  foon  informed  of  the  truth, 
and  the  governor,  to  his  great  mortification, 
found,  that  he  had  had  the  rïmlfulman  gene¬ 
ral  in  his  hands,  and  ridiculoufly  differed 
himfelf  to  be  deceived  by  a  difcourfe  void 
of  all  probability,  and  on  which  he  ought 

at 
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Omar.  at  leafl  to  have  bellowed  a  little  reflexion, 
Hegyra  18.  |3£fore  he  had  releafed  the  prifoners. 

3 9*  The  return  of  the  general  railed  the  cou- 

Aiexaifdrk.  rage  °f  Mahometans.  They  refumed 
TT  their  attacks,  and  made  them  fo  frequently, 

Ch.ær.  640. and  with  fuch  vigour,  that  the  Chriftians, 
whofe  troops  daily  diminished,  foon  ilack- 
ened  in  their  defence.  At  laft,  after  a  fiege 
of  fourteen  months,  which  coil  the  Maho¬ 
metans  a! moil  three  and  twenty  thoufand 
men,  they  made  themfelves  mailers  of  Alex¬ 
andria. 

The  maffacre  was  not  confiderable  at  the 
time  they  entered  the  city,  becaufe  the  Greeks, 
who  had  formed  a  refolution  of  abandoning 
the  place,  had  taken  proper  meafures  for 
flying  with  fafety.  Some  made  their  efcape 
by  fea,  and  others  fled  far  into  the  country, 
and  took  fhelter  in  ilrong  holds,  where  they 
could  not  eafily  be  furprized. 

So  foon  as  Amru  had  taken  pofleflion  of 
Alexandria,  he  judged  it  neceflary  to  purfue 
the  flying  Grecians,  and  deftroy  as  many  of 
them  as  he  poflibly  could  5  for  he  conclud¬ 
ed  that  if  they  had  time  to  fecure  them- 
felves,  they  would  again  fall  on  the  Muf- 
fulmen,  and  fo  keep  them  continually  under 
alarm. 

The  general  feeing  the  city  was  totally 
abandoned,  thought  it  needlefs  to  leave  a 
a  ilrong  garrifon  there,  whilil  he  went  in 
purfuit  of  the  Greeks  ;  fo  that  he  appointed 
but  a  fmall  number  of  Muflulmen  to  guard 

the 
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the  place,  and  with  the  reft  of  his  troops  Omar. 
followed  after  the  unhappy  Chriftians.  pegyra  19. 

But  duringhis  abfence,  the  Grecians,  who//  Z1'  /°* 
had  embarked  to  make  their  efcape  by  fea,  Akx 
being  on  the  coaft  near  Alexandria,  were  in-  andria. 
formed  that  the  garrifon  of  the  place  was 
very  weak.  They  therefore  forthwith  failed 
back  to  the  port  of  that  city,  and  having 
made  a  defcent  under  cover  of  the  night, 
they  killed  the  centinels,  entered  the  place, 
and  put  almoft  ail  the  muffulman  troops  to 
the  edge  of  the  fword. 

Some  Arabians  who  had  the  good  luck  to  The  Arabian* 
efcape  the  (laughter,  ran  with  all  fpeed  to^ondtLe. 
Amru,  and  told  him  the  misfortune  which 
had  juft  happened.  The  general  returned 
on  the  foot,  in  hopes  of  taking  it  by  ftorm  ; 
but  he  found  the  Chriftians  lodged  in  the 
caftle,  where  they  had  ftrongly  intrenched 
themfelves,  fo  that  he  was  forced  to  befiege 
the  place  again.  They  now  made  as  vigorous 
a  defence  as  they  had  done  during  the  firft 
ftege,  but  it  was  not  of  fo  long  continuance. 

The  Greeks  having  for  fome  time  oppofed 
the  enemy  with  the  moft  heroic  bravery, 
found  means  to  efcape  from  the  caftle,  and 
having  reached  the  port,  they  again  went  on 
board  their  Chips,  and  left  the  Mahometans 
in  quiet  poffefiion  of  Alexandria.  Amru 
tarried  there  fome  time  to  put  the  place  out 
of  the  reach  of  infult,  and  thereby  to  deprive 
the  Greeks  of  all  thoughts  of  making  any 
further  attempts  thereon. 


At 
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The  city  is 
laved  from 
being  plun- 
-  dcrecL 


At  the  time  Alexandria  was  taken,  the 
behaviour  of  the  mufiulman  troops  was  very 
remarkable  ;  the  general  had  prohibited  all 
plundering,  and  the  foldiers  fo  punctually 
obeyed, that  not  the  fmalleft  thing  was  touched. 
However,  when  they  re-took  the  city,  they 
earneftly  follicited  Aram  to  revoke  his  orders, 
and  permit  them  to  enjoy  the  advantage  they 
had  merited  by  good  fervices  -,  but  the  gene¬ 
ral  having  commanded  them  to  wait  for  the  de- 
ciiion  of  the  Caliph,  to  whom  he  had  wrote 
on  that  account  the  moment  he  became  mafter 
of  the  place,  there  was  no  more  ftir,  and  each 
man  readily  fubmitted. 

The  Caliph  fpeedily  returned  an  anfwer. 
Omar,  having  expreffed  the  higheft  fatisfaClion 
at  Amru’s  conduit,  returned  him  many 
thanks  for  the  great  care  he  had  taken  to 
reftrain  the  foldiers  from  plundering.  He  dé¬ 
fi  red  he  would  continue  his  vigilance  to  prevent 
any  fpoil,  and  at  the  fame  time  he  charged 
him  to  gather  up  all  the  money,  jewels,  and 
houfhold  furniture,  and  to  make  out  an  ac¬ 
count  thereof,  to  the  end  the  fame  might  be 
applied  to  the  life  of  the  Muflulmen,  and 
for  defraying  the  expences  of  the  war. 

The  taking  of  Alexandria  decided  the  fate 
of  all  Egypt.  That  va  ft  country  having 
fubmitted  to  the  Mahometans,  furnifhed  them 
with  an  immenfe  tribute.  Each  inhabitant, 
whether  rich  or  poor,  was  taxed  at  two  ducats 
a  year.  Such  as  were  '  poffeffed  of  lands, 
farms,  or  vineyards,  were  moreover  obliged  to 
pay  a  fum  in  proportion  to  their  annual  in¬ 
come. 
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come.  Thus  Egypt,  which  was  very  populous,  Omar. 
filled  the  mahometan  treafury  with  riches  5  1 9* 

which,  to  men  who  lived  with  the  greater!  '  ’ ær*  4°* 
aufterity  and  oeconomy,  was  an  inexhauftible 
fund 

In  faft  the  Muffulmen,  whether  in  peace  Frugality  of 
or  war,  lived  at  a  very  fmall  expence,  and  at  iVlahome* 
all  times  with  the  utmoft  frugality.  They 
were  ftrangers  to  the  ufe  of  wine  and  exqui- 
fite  difhes  ;  their  ufual  drink  was  water. 

What  they  ate  was  extremely  plain,  and  com¬ 
monly  their  favourite  diet  was  milk,  rice, 
and  fruit.  Their  expence  in  cloathing  was 
alfo  a  trifle  ;  infomuch  that  their  treafures 
fwelled  even  in  time  of  war.  For  the  fums 
they  levied  on  the  new  conquered  coun¬ 
try  were  more  than  fufficient  to  pay  the 
forces. 

Amongfc  the  riches  found  at  Alexandria  They  burn 

was  a  precious  treafure,  which  however  the  dria^brny 
Muffulmen  did  not  think  worthy  their  notice. 

It  was  an  immenfe  collection  of  books,  known 
almoft  over  the  whole  world  by  the  name 
of  the  Alexandrian  Library  ^ .  The  Arabians, 

who 

*  The  yearly  revenue  was  computed  at  twelve  millions 
of  ducats. 

f  Ptolomey  Soter,  when  he  founded  a  mufeum  or  aca¬ 
demy  at  Alexandria,  at  the  fame  time  began  to  form  a  li¬ 
brary,  which  he  placed  near  his  palace  in  a  building  called 
Bruchion.  That  library  was  confiderably  increafed  by  his 
fucceilbrs.  In  the  time  of  Philadelphus,  his  fon,  it  amounted 
to  one  hundred  thoufand  volumes,  and  foon  afterwards 
to  four  hundred  thoufand.  The  number  having  fall  in¬ 
creafed  to  three  hundred  thoufand  more,  the  latter  were 

placed 
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who  at  that  time  had  not  applied  themfelves 
to  the  fciences,  did  not  confider  the  good 
life  they  might  have  made  of  fo  prodigious  a 
colledion  of  books. 

A  famous  difciple  of  Ariftotle,  called 
John,  and  furnamed  the  Grammarian,  was 
highly  pleafed  to  find  that  the  library  was 
left  untouched.  The  great  indifference  fhewn 
by  the  Mahometans  to  fo  noble  a  body  of 
learning,  infpired  him  with  a  defign  of  ob¬ 
taining  it  from  Amru,  who  had  a  very  great 
value  forhim. 

That  general  was  not  learned,  but  he  had 
an  underftanding  and  natural  tafte,  which  ex¬ 
cited  his  curiofity  for  pleafing  and  ufeful 
knowledge  ;  infomuch  that  when  he  met 
with  men  capable  of  inftrudting  him,  he 
took  a  pleafure  in  converting  with,  and  asking 
them  many  queftions.  Of  all  thofe  that  re¬ 
mained  in  Alexandria,  he  took  moft  delight 
in  John  the  grammarian  :  he  fcarce  paffed  a 
day  without  feeing  him,  and  feemed  al- 

placed  in  the  Seraplon,  a  temple  fo  called  from  the  ftatue  of 
Serapis,  which  Ptolomey  had  caufed  to  be  brought  from 
Sinope.  During  the  war  made  by  Cæfar  on  the  Alexandrians, 
the  Brwchion  was  burned,  together  with  the  four  hundred  thou- 
landvolumesit  contained, but  the  Serapion  was  preferved. Cleo¬ 
patra,  as  it  is  generally  believed,  caufed  to  be  brought  thither 
from  Pergamus  the  library  which  Marc  Antony  made  her 
a  prefent  of,  which  augmented  it  with  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  volumes  ;  to  which  great  numbers  were  afterwards 
added,  which  rendered  the  laft  library  more  numerous  than 
the  fir  ft.  It  had  received  damage  more  than  once  in  the 
time  of  feveral  revolutions,  but  had  always  recovered  its 
former  fplendor,  in  which  it  continued  till  the  time  of  the 
arabian  war,  when  it  was  totally  deftroyed. 


ways 
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ways  to  take  greater  pleafure  in  his  conver- 
fation. 

John,  emboldened  by  the  great  regard  and 
familiarity  with  which  the  general  honoured 
him,  took  the  liberty  at  lafl  to  mention  the 
library,  on  which  he  had  fet  his  heart  ;  and 
told  him,  that  having  obferved  the  great  in¬ 
difference  fhewn  by  his  countrymen  to 
thofe  books,  which  indeed  could  be  of  no 
ufe  to  the  Arabians,  as  it  was  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  they  fhould  be  perfect  matters  of  the 
feveral  languages  in  which  the  authors  had 
wrote,  in  order  to  underhand  them,  he  there¬ 
fore  begged  the  favour  that  he  would  make 
him  a  prefent  of  them.  He  added,  that  he 
fhould  not  have  been  fo  imprudent  as  to  make 
fuch  a  requeft,  if  he  had  thought  the  library 
could  be  of  the  leaft  ufe  to  the  Muffulmen. 

Amru,  who  had  a  fincere  friendship  for  that 
learned  man,  anfwered  with  great  kindnefs, 
that  he  heartily  wiilied  the  books  had  been 
at  his  own  difpolal  ;  in  which  cafe,  he  would 
have  prefented  them  to  him  with  the 
greateft  readinefs  but  that  he  could  not 
take  fuch  a  flep  without  the  Caliph’s  direc¬ 
tions.  However  he  bid  him  not  be  disheart¬ 
ened  ;  told  him  he  would  forthwith  write  to 
Omar,  and  fo  ftate  the  matter,  that  he  fhould 
expedt  to  receive  a  fatisfadfory  anfwer.  He 
therefore  difpatched  a  letter,  in  which  he 
highly  exalted  the  merit  of  John,  and  affured 
the  Caliph  he  was  perfectly  deferving  of  fuch  a 
a  prefent. 
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The  great  precaution  of  Amru  caufed 
the  deftrudion  of  that  magnificent  library. 
Omar  fixed  its  fate  by  his  anfwer  to  the  ge¬ 
neral,  which  was  couched  in  thefe  terms  : 
“  As  to  the  books  you  mention,  either  their 
contents  do  agree  with  what  is  written  in 
the  book  of  God,  (the  Alcoran)  or  do  not 
agree  :  if  they  do  agree,  then  the  Alcoran  is 
fufficient,  and  thofe  books  are  ufelefs  ;  if  they 
do  not  agree,  you  mu  ft  deftroy  them. 

On  receipt  of  the  Caliph's  letter,  his  orders 
were  immediately  put  in  execution,  and  the 
books  were  condemned  to  the  flames  A 
judgment  may  be  formed  of  their  number, 
by  the  time  it  took  up  to  burn  them.  Amru 
having  caufed  them  to  be  diftributed  over  the 
whole  city  to  heat  the  baths,  which  amounted 
to  five  thoufand,  they  were  full  fix  months  in 
confuming  them.  This  was  the  fécond  time 
Alexandria  had  feen  committed  to  the  flames 
a  moft  valuable  literary  treafure,  the  lofs  of 
which  was  regretted  even  by  the  very  Ara¬ 
bians,  when  a  tafteior  letters  prevailed  amongft 
them. 

Shortly  after  that  fatal  expedition,  Amru 
received  letters,  by  which  he  was  informed 
that  a  terrible  famine  raged  in  Arabia,  and 
began  to  be  felt  in  Medina  and  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  parts.  The  Caliph  commanded  him 
to  fend  a  full  fupply  without  delay. 

The  land  of  Egypt  being  extraordinary 
fertile,  Amru  met  with  no  great  difficulty  in 
complying  with  the  Caliph’s  orders.  So  foon 

as 
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as  he  received  the  news,  he  fent  away  a  great  Omar. 
number  of  camels  loaded  with  corn  ;  the  next  ^egyra  19- 
day  the  fame  number  fet  out,  and  fo  every  ‘  ær*  640 
day  :  infomuch  that  from  Alexandria  to  Me¬ 
dina,  which  flood  almoft  one  hundred  leagues 
diftant  from  each  other,  there  was  a  conti¬ 
nual  firing,  which  began  at  the  former  and 
ended  at  the  latter. 

By  thofe  means  Arabia  was  again  blefled 
with  plenty.  But  as  the  journey  was  long 
and  difficult,  Amru  contrived  a  way  to  render 
it  fhorter  and  lefs  expenfive.  He  had  been 
informed  that  a  roman  emperor  *  had  for¬ 
merly  caufed  a  canal  to  be  digged  at  Mefrah, 
which  reached  to  the  Red  Sea,  and  he  under¬ 
took  to  repair  it.  In  that  great  work  he  employed 
part  of  his  troops,  and  in  a  fhort  time  made  a 
very  commodious  channel,  which  he  rendered 
navigable  by  turning  into  it  the  water  of  the 
Nile.  They  gave  it  the  name  of  cc  Khalige 
Emir  al  Moumenin  f  ’  that  is  to  fay, cf  the  canal 
of  the  commander  of  the  faithful.”  It  was 
of  lingular  ufe  both  to  the  Egyptians  and  Ara- 
!  bians,  on  account  of  its  convenience  for 
importing  and  exporting  proviiions  and  mer¬ 
chandize.  It  now  no  longer  fubfifts.  It  is 
:  faid  the  Turks  let  it  run  to  ruin  when  they 
gained  poffeffion  of  Egypt. 

So  foon  as  time  and  feafon  allowed,  Amru  Hegyra  21, 
made  war  in  Africa,  whilft  the  other  generals 
marched  into  Alia  to  make  conquefts  there.  642.^  64*’ 
Both  thofe  countries  were  almoft  intirely 

*  Trajan. 
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brought  under  the  muffulman  yoke,  and  the 
mahometan  religion  foon  prevailed  in  thofe 
extenfive  regions. 

Omar  did  not  long  enjoy  the  pleafure  he 
muit  have  felt  on  account  of  the  rapid  con¬ 
quers  of  his  forces.  He  was  unhappily 
affaffinated  by  a  Perfian  named  Firouz.  The 
wretch  was  (lave  to  a  Muffulman,  who 
having  condemned  him  to  pay  two  pieces  of 
money  each  day  becaufe  he  refufed  to  embrace 
Mahometifm,  the  flave  made  his  complaints 
to  Omar,  and  begged  he  would  order  an  abate¬ 
ment  to  be  made  in  his  tax,  which  was  exor¬ 
bitant  coniidering  his  condition. 

The  Caliph  afked  him  how  he  got  his 
livelihood,  and  the  Have  having  anfwered 
him  that  he  was  a  mafter  of  feveral  trades, 
namely,  of  a  carpenter,  a  carver,  and  that  he 
was  even  a  good  architect  3  Omar  told  him  the 
tax  was  not  too  heavy,  and  that  he  might 
well  pay  it  out  of  his  gains.  He  difmiffed 
him  with  that  anfwer,  and  told  him  at  part¬ 
ing,  that  he  intended  to  build  fome  wind¬ 
mills,  and  would  employ  him  about  the  work. 

The  Have  difregarding  the  Caliph's  promife, 
and  his  mind  being  foured  with  the  thoughts 
that  he  muft  ftiil  pay  the  tax,  refolved  to  be 
revenged  on  Omar  for  the  unfavourable  an¬ 
fwer  he  had  given  him  ;  and  in  a  few  days, 
having  entered  the  mofque  whilft  the  Caliph 
was  reading  the  morning  prayer,  he  wounded 
him  in  thiee  places  with  a  knife,  and  the:: 
wounds  proved  mortal 

The:: 


the  ARABIANS.  307 

The  Muffiilmen,  who  were  about  Omar,  Omar. 
inftantly  laid  hands  on  Firouz  to  apprehend  Hegyra  23- 

him,  but  he  being  young,  ftrong  and  adive,  C . ær'  43’ 

found  means  to  get  clear  of  them  :  he  wounded 
thirteen,  feven  of  whom  died  almoft  upon  the 
fpot.  In  fhort,  they  could  not  fecure  the  defpe- 
rate  affaffin,  until  they  had  thrown  a  garment 
over  his  head,  which  prevented  him  from 
making  any  further  defence.  At  laft  they  got 
him  into  their cuftody ;  butas  they  did  not 
take  timely  precaution  to  difarm  him,  he 
killed  himfelf  with  his  own  knife. 

Omar  did  not  expire  "till  three  days  after  Omar  refutes 
he  had  been  wounded.  In  that  interval, t0  nominatea 
his  friends  ftrongly  preffed  him  to  nominate iuccefior* 
a  fucceffor,  but  he  would  give  them  no  poli- 
tive  anfwer.  He  only  faid,  <c  If  Salem  were 
now  alive,  I  would  chufe  him  perferably  to 
any  other/"  The  chief  of  the  Muffiilmen 
renewed  their  entreaties,  and  propofed  to  him 
feveral  perlons  ;  he  refufed  to  chufe  any  of 
them,  on  pretence  of  fame  defed  which 
rendered  them  unfit.  In  this  manner  did  he 
exclude  Ali,  who  might  have  laid  claim  to 
the  fovereignty,  as  being  coufin  and  fon-in- 
law  of  Mahomet.  But  Omar  did  not  think 
him  either  prudent  or  fteady  enough  for  fo 
weighty  a  charge.  Qthman-ebn- Affan  was 
alfo  rejected,  becaufe  the  Caliph  thought  he 
fhewed  an  unwarrantable  partiality  for  his 
friends  and  relations. 

As  no  perfon  had  thought  of  propofing 
his  own  Ion  to  be  his  fucceffor,  it  was  imagined 
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the  Caliph  waited  for  fucli  an  offer  before 
he  difclofed  his  refolution.  But  when  they 
mentioned  it  to  him,  he  gave  no  other  an- 
fwer  than  that  it  was  fufficient  for  one  per- 
fon  in  a  family  to  be  accountable  for  the 
conduit  and  adminiftration  of  the  mufful- 
man  affairs. 

Omar  having  thus  paffed  fome  time  with¬ 
out  feeming  willing  to  come  to  any  refolu¬ 
tion,  finally  declared  his  will.  He  appoint¬ 
ed  fix  debtors,  whofe  names  follow,  Oth- 
man-ebn-Affan,  Ali-ebn- Abi-Taleb,  Tellah, 
Zobeir -  ebn  -  Abdallmotaleb,  Abdarrahman- 
ebm Auf,  and  Saed-ebn-Abi  Wakkas.  Thofe 
debtors  were  perfons  of  the  greateft  diftine- 
tion  in  Arabia,  had  lived  with  the  prophet, 
and  been  his  mod  faithful  companions. 

Soon  after  this  nomination  Omar  died, 
being  fixty-  three  years  of  age,  and  hav¬ 
ing  reigned  ten.  tie  was  extremely  re¬ 
gretted  by  the  Muffulmen,  whom  he  had 
governed  with  great  moderation  and  pru¬ 
dence*.  Having  been  always  accuftomed 

to 

*  His  adminiftration  of  juftice  was  very  impartial,  without 
regard  to  the  quality  or  condition  of  the  perfon  accufed.  His 
decifions  were  flridtly  according  to  the  fenfe  of  the  Koran, 
and  the  traditions  of  Mahomet,  in  whofe  days  he  gave  a  fig- 
nal  proof  of  his  fenfe  of  the  duty  of  inferiors  to  their  gover¬ 
nors,  on  the  following  occafion  : 

An  obflinate  Mufiulman  having  a  difpute  with  a  Jew,  the 
caufe  was  brought  before  Mahomet,  who  decreed  in  favour 
of  the  latter  :  but  the  MufTulman  refufedto  abide  by  the  fen- 
tence,  and  infilled  that  the  caufe  ihould  be  re-heard  by  Omar, 
who  was  then  only  a  private  man.  The  parties  came  before 
Omar,  and  found  him  at  the  door  of  his  houfe.  Each  party 

having 
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to  a  plain  and  private  life,  the  luftre  of  a  Omar. 
throne  wrought  not  the  leaf!:  change  in  his  Hegyra  23* 

1  •  •  TT*  1  1*  i 

manner  or  living.  His  cloathing,  his  lodg¬ 
ing,  his  diet,  were  a  plain  proof  how  much 
he  flighted  pomp  and  ornament.  Water, 
barley  bread,  and  rice,  were  his  ufual  drink 
and  food.  No  Mufliilman  was  ever  a  more 
zealous  obferver  of  his  religion,  or  more  li¬ 
beral  to  the  needy.  Every  Friday  he  ufed 
to  diflribute  among  them  large  funis  of 
money.  It  hath  been  already  obferved  that 
Abubecre  chofe  the  fame  day  to  beftow  his 
alms  ;  but  he  proportioned  his  charity  to  the 
necefiities  of  the  receive!;,  whereas  Omar 
gave  his  without  diftindfion  to  all  fuch  as 
were  in  diftrefs.  He  held  it  as  a  maxim, 
that  virtue  would  be  fufficiently  rewarded 
in  the  next  world  5  but  that  in  this  world, 
riches  ought  to  be  employed  only  in  fupply- 
ing  our  temporal  wants. 

In  refpedt  to  his  outward  perfon,  hiflo- 
rians  defcribe  him  as  being  tall  and  well- 
fhaped.  His  complexion  was  brown,  and 
his  head  a  little  bald.  His  look  was  mild. 


having  opened  his  cafe,  and  Omar  having  been  acquainted 
with  the  decifion  already  made,  and  defired  to  make  a  frelh 
decree,  he  bid  them  hay,  and  laid  he  would  decide  their  bu- 
finefs  in  a  moment.  He  withdrew  into  the  houle,  and  return¬ 
ing  with  a  drawn  cymetar,  at  one  blow  fmote  off  the  Mufful- 
man’s  head,  faying  with  a  loud  voice,  “  See  what  they  de~ 
ferve,  who  will  not  acquiefce  in  the  determination  of  their 
judges.”  On  which  account  Mahomet  called  him  Farouk  ; 
intimating,  that  he  knew  as  well  how  to  diltinguifh  between 
truth  and  fallhood,  juilice  and  injullice,  as  to  feparate  a 
knave’s  head  from  his  body.  D’Herbelot  Bibiioth.  Orieiit. 
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and  at  the  fame  time  very  noble.  Upon  the 
whole,  his  phyfiognomy,  which  was  ma» 
jeftic,  impreffing  fear  and  refpeCt  in  the 
minds  of  men,  gained  him  the  affections  of 
all  that  lived  under  his  authority.  ' 

At  the  time  of  this  Caliph  I  (hall  give  an 
account  (however  without  warranting  it)  of 
the  origin  of  the  word  Saracen,  or  rather 
the  general  ufe  of  that  denomination,  under 
which  the  arabian  Mahometans  are  known 
in  hiftory. 

Opinions  are  much  divided  touching  the 
etymology  of  that  word.  Some  authors 
have  afferted  that  the  Arabians  fo  called 
themfelves,  with  a  view  to  propagate  a  be¬ 
lief  that  they  defcended  from  Sarah,  Abra¬ 
ham  s  wife.  But  it  does  not  appear  they 
ever  entertained  fuch  a  thought.  They  them¬ 
felves  faid  they  proceeded  from  Iihmael, 
the  fon  of  Hagar,  fervant  to  that  patriarch; 
and  they  even  called  themfelves  Hagareens 
and  Ilhmaelites. 

Others  derive  the  word  Saracen,  in  Latin 
Saraceni,  from  the  arabian  verb  Scharaca, 
which  fignifies  Oriri,  cc  to  arife  f  ’  becaufe 
thofe  people  lie  to  the  eaft  ;  and  for  that  rea- 
fon  the  weftern  nations  give  them  the  name 
of  orientals. 

Others  having  conlidered  that  the  word 
Sarak  fignifieth  in  the  arabian  tongue  a  rob¬ 
ber,  and  according  to  the  Hebrew,  barren- 
nefs  and  poverty,  they  fuppofe  that  the  name 
Saracen  was  formed  of  it  ;  a  denomination 

which 
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which  is  fuitable  enough  to  a  nation  which  Omar. 
flood  in  need  of  every  thing,  and  lived  only  **egyra  2Z • 
on  what  they  forcibly  took  from  their  neigh-  V  il  a  u 
bours. 

And  fome,  who  approve  of  that  etymo¬ 
logy,  tell  us,  that  the  nation  in  general  al¬ 
ways  retained  the  name  of  Arabians  ;  and 
that  the  appellation  of  Saracen  was  given  to 
the  people  of  a  certain  diftridt,  who  were 
actually  robbers  and  thieves. 

But  the  nation  in  general  becoming  a  ter¬ 
ror  to  all  other  people,  on  account  of  the 
ravages  and  incurfions  they  made  and  com¬ 
mitted,  firft  on  their  neighbours,  and  after¬ 
wards  on  the  mofl  diftant  provinces  and 
kingdoms,  weftern  writers  have  indifferently 
given  all  that  people  the  name  of  Saracens. 

I  fhall  therefore  often  make  ufe  of  that 
denomination  in  the  fequel,  in  order  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  language  of  hiftorians,  who 
have  commonly  employed  it.  Befides,  it 
will  be  very  ferviceable  in  diftinguifhing  the 
arabian  Mahometans,  to  whom  it  is  proper, 
from  the  arabian  Chriftians,  who  were  al¬ 
ways  at  war  with  them. 
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SO  foon  as  the  death  of  Omar  was  made 
public,  the  electors  convened  to  chufe 
a  fucceffor.  In  the  firft  council  which  was 
held  for  that  purpoie,  Abdarrahman  made 
two  propofals  to  his  colleagues.  The  firft, 
that  the  perfon  who  fhould  vote  for  him- 
felf  might  be  excluded  from  the  Caliphs 
fhip.  He  in  the  next  place  offered  to  re¬ 
nounce  the  pretenfions  he  might  have  to 
that  dignity,  if  they  would  leave  the  foie 
choice  of  a  Caliph  to  him. 

Both  thefe  propofals  were  accepted  by  all 
the  eledtors.  Ali  alone  made  fome  difficulty 
in  fubmitting  to  them  3  for  as  he  had  al¬ 
ready  twice  miffed  of  being  elected  to  that 
dignity,  he  was  apprehenfive  that  the  refo- 
lution  they  had  juft  taken  would  again  de¬ 
prive  him  of  it.  However  he  came  over 
to  the  reft,  for  he  plainly  faw  his  oppofition 
would  be  of  no  avail  againft  a  majority  of 
votes. 

Abdarrahman  being  therefore  invefted 
with  full  power  to  name  a  Caliph,  diredtly 
turned  his  thoughts  to  Ali.  He  had  a  pri¬ 
vate  conference  with  him,  and  offered  to 
appoint  him  to  that  office,  if  he  would  pro- 
mife  to  govern  according  to  the  dodtrine 

contained 
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contained  in  the  book  of  God*,  and  to  un-  Othman. 
dertake  nothing  of  importance  without  con-  **egyra  2 3- 

/'i  *  1  Cfi.  ær.  O/Lî» 

iulting  the  eiders. 

How  paffionately  fond  foever  Ali  was  of  Ali  refhfeth 
the  Caiiphfhip,  he  openly  declared  his  fen-  Caliph- 
timents.  He  anfwered,  that  he  would  rea- 
dily  conform  to  all  that  was  written  in  the 
book  of  God  ;  but  he  would  not  be  bound 
to  regulate  all  matters  of  goverment  after 
the  opinion  of  the  elders.  Upon  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  that  anfwer  Abdarrahman  refolved 
he  would  lay  afide  all  thoughts  of  Ali. 

Othman,  whom  he  afterwards  vifited  on 
the  fame  account,  was  more  pliable  ;  he  Othman 
fubmitted  to  ail  the  conditions  that  were  of-eîeaedCa- 
fered,  and  was  confequently  elefted.  1  ’ 

Othman  began  his  reign  by  making  war 
againft  the  Perfians,  who  in  the  end  were 
totally  fubdued,  and  forced  to  fubmit  to  the 
mahometan  power. 

That  war  was  a  continuance  of  one,  The  Arabians 
which  had  been  profecuted  with  great  vi-  foWuePerfia. 
gour  under  the  preceding  Caliph.  When 
Omar  afcended  the  throne,  he  fent  troops 
into  a  diftridt  of  Chaldea,  called  Perfian 
Irak,  becaufe  the  Perfians  remained  in  pof- 
feffion  of  it.  That  Caliph,  having  refolved 
to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  the  country, 
raifed  a  numerous  army,  which  he  fent  out 
under  the  command  of  Abu-Obeid,  and  ap-> 
pointed  Almothana,  Amrti,  and  Salit,  to 
fejrve  under  him  as  lieutenant-generals. 

*  The  Alcoran. 
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Obeid  marched  towards  the  Euphrates, 
and  having  laid  a  bridge  over  that  river,  he 
paffed  it  in  light  of  the  Perlians,  who  made 
no  motion  to  prevent  him.  They  did  not 
begin  to  adt,  until  they  faw  him  draw  up 
his  army  in  order  of  battle,  after  he  had 
palled  over  3  at  which  time  they  brilkly  ha~ 
raffed  him,  and  killed  a  great  number  of 
his  men.  But  the  general  having  foon  given 
the  lignai,  fell  furioully  on  the  Perlians, 
and  made  them  give  ground.  The  latter 
affumed  frelh  courage,  rallied,  returned  to 
the  charge,  in  their  turns  broke  the  Mulful- 
men,  and  totally  routed  them.  Obeid  hav¬ 
ing  been  killed  in  the  adlion,  Almothana, 
his  firft  lieutenant,  ufed  amazing  efforts  to 
get  clear  of  the  enemy.  At  laft  he  gained 
the  bridge,  and  croffed  the  river  with  a 
fmall  number  of  Muffulmen.  He  forthwith 
caufed  the  bridge  to  be  cut  down  to  fecure 
his  retreat,  and  encamped  at  a  little  diftance 
from  the  Euphrates,  in  a  poll  where  he 
ftrongly  entrenched  himfelf,  in  order  to 
wait  in  fafety  for  the  fu c cours  which  he 
had  in  treated  the  Caliph  to  fend  him  with¬ 
out  delay. 

Omar  foon  fent  him  a  large  body  of 
forces,  whereby  he  was  enabled  again  to 
take  the  field  3  and  he  forthwith  ravaged  all 
that  part  of  Irak  which  lieth  near  the  river 
Euphrates. 

Arzemidokht,  who  was  then  queen  of 
Perila,  fent  out  fome  troops  to  repel  the 

Arabians. 
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Arabians.  The  two  armies  engaged  ;  and 

Hegyra  23. 

a  long  time  to  be  doubtful,  at  laft  the  per- ^  64 
dan  general  was  killed,  and  victory  fell  to 
the  Muffulmen. 

The  Perilans  imputed  the  lofs  of  that  battle 
to  their  queen,  whom  they  afterwards  depen¬ 
ded,  and  gave  the  crown  to  a  young  prince  of 
the  royal  family  called  Izdegerd,  which  de~ 
feended  from  Cefroes,  the  fon  of  Hormif- 
das.  During  the  reign  of  this  prince  they 
differed  greater  misfortunes  than  they  had 
felt  under  the  government  of  Arzemidokht. 

The  armies  he  fent  forth  againft  the  Ara¬ 
bians  were  worded  in  feveral  encounters, 
and  efcaped  a  total  defeat  only  by  taking 
fhelter  in  ftrong  holds,  which  the  enemy 
dared  not  to  attack. 

The  conquefts  which  the  Muffulmen  were 
making  in  other  provinces,  prevented  them 
from  fending  forces  into  Irak  ;  fo  that  for 
fome  years  the  Perilans  remained  undifturb- 
ed.  But  at  the  very  time  fiege  was  laid  to 
Jerufalem,  Omar  having  commanded  one 
of  his  mod  famous  captains  to  begin  defh 
hoflilities  in  Perlia,  the  conqueft  of  that 
country  was  greatly  forwarded  by  that  ex¬ 
pedition.  Said-ebn-Abi-Wakkas  (for  fo  the 
general  fent  by  Omar  was  called  )  made  fo 
powerful  an  irruption  into  the  Perfian  do¬ 
minions,  that  he  forced  his  way  to  the  very 
capital,  of  which  he  made  himfelf  mailer, 
and  carried  away  the  trcafurcs,  and  all  the 

riches. 


after  a  difpute,  in  which  fortune  feemed  for 


3ï6 

Othman. 

Hegyra  23. 
Ch.  ær.  643. 


The  HISTORY  of 

\  .  . 

riches,  which  they  had  been  amaffing  ever 
fince  the  reign  of  Cofroes. 

The  muffulman  general  ftill  pufhing  on, 
was  flopped  in  his  career  by  a  numerous 
army,  which  marched  up  to  give  him  bat¬ 
tle.  The  Arabians  were  again  victorious  on 
this  occafion  3  and  king  Izdegerd,  finding 
his  affairs  were  in  a  very  dangerous  fituation, 
took  fhelter  in  Ferganah,  a  ftrong  place, 
where  he  remained  in  quiet  during  the  laft 
years  of  Omar’s  reign. 

But  fo  foon  as  Othman  afcended  the 
throne,  he  fent  out  a  ftrong  army,  which 
enabled  his  generals  fpeedily  to  invade  fuch 
parts  of  Perlia  as  had  not  been  conquered. 
The  Muffulmen  in  a  fhort  time  made  them- 
felves  mafters  of  feveral  places  which  cover¬ 
ed  the  fortrefs,  to  which  Izdegerd  had  retir¬ 
ed.  That  monarch,  finding  he  was  fo  warmly 
affailed,  had  recourfe  to  a  Turkifh  prince  na¬ 
med  Tarkan,  who  came  at  the  head  of  a 
ftrong  army,  and  joined  him.  The  king  foon 
quarrelled  with  that  prince,  and  infulted  him. 
In  confequence  of  which  he  retired,  with¬ 
out  any  thoughts  of  revenge.  But  a  Perfian 
of  diftinCtion  named  Mahwa,  who  had  long 
entertained  a  hatred  againft  Izdegerd,  took 
that  opportunity  to  put  in  execution  a  moft 
cruel  piece  of  revenge.  He  applied  to  Tar¬ 
kan,  and  fpoke  to  him  fo  warmly  againft 
the  king,  that  he  roufed  up  his  anger,  and 
prevailed  on  him  to  join  in  his  deftru&ion. 


Thus 
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Thus  whilft  the  unhappy  Izdegerd  was  °THMAN- 
driven  to  be  a  kind  of  wanderer  in  his  own  Qi 643 
dominions,  to  fave  himfelf  from  the  purfuit 
of  the  Arabians,  who  infefted  the  whole 
country,  he  fell  a  facrifice  to  thofe  very  per- 
fons  from  whom  he  might  have  expeéted 
fuccour,  had  his  conduct  been  agreeable  to 
the  rules  of  prudence  and  difcretion. 

Tarkan  being  fired  by  Mahwa  returned 
into  Perfia,  and  meeting  the  king  with  fome 
troops,  he  attacked  and  entirely  defeated 
him.  Mahwa  purfued  the  fhattered  remains 
of  his  forces,  cut  part  of  them  in  pieces, 
and  every  where  fought  after  Izdegerd, 
that  he  might  glut  his  revenge.  That  prince 
having  got  clear  of  the  runaways,  made  up 
to  a  mill,  where  he  hoped  to  have  efcaped 
the  fearch  of  his  enemies  :  but  the  miller 
Handing  on  terms  with  the  prince,  before 
he  would  fuffer  him  to  enter,  fome  horfe- 
men  of  Mahwa’s  party  efpied  him,  and  flew 
him  on  the  fpot*. 

On  the  death  of  that  prince,  a  final  end 
was  put  to  the  empire  of  the  Perfians,  and 


*  The  circumftances  of  that  prince’s  death  are  differently 
related  in  the  Bibliothèque  Orientale,  written  by  D’Herbelot, 
It  is  there  laid  that  Izdegerd,  having  fled  to  a  river  which 
was  not  fordahle,  offered  a  rich  bracelet  to  a  waterman  to 
carry  him  over  the  river.  The  boatman  anfwered,  that  he 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  his  bracelet  ;  but  if  he  car 
ried  him  over,  he  would  have  four  oboles  f.  During  the  dif- 
pute,  he  was  overtaken  by  the  horfemen  that  purfued  him, 
and  flain. 


•f*  An  obole  Is  & 
coin,  in  value 
the  ilixth  part  of 
a  farthing. 
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Othman.  all  the  provinces  thereof  foon  fell  under  the 
Hegyra  23.  dominion  of  the  Muflulmen.  That  great 
xî.  43-  revo}ution  happened  in  the  31ft  year  of  the 
Hegyra,  in  the  651ft  of  the  Chriftian  æra, 
and  about  the  feventh  year  of  Othman’s  reign. 
It  will  appear  I  have  a  little  anticipated  that 
event.  But  I  chofe  to  take  this  method,  in 
order  to  avoid  breaking  the  thread  of  my 
narrative,  which  I  muft  have  done,  had  I 
related  the  fadfs  in  the  order  of  time  they 
happened  :  and  for  the  fame  caufe  I  deferred 
relating  fo  much  of  thole  tranfadtions  as 
paffed  during  the  reign  of  Omar,  to  the 
end  the  whole  might  be  comprehended 
under  one  view. 

Conquers  of  At  the  time  the  Perfian  war  was  refumed 
the  MuiFul-  under  Othman,  the  Saracens  had  carried  on 

men  in  Africa.  ,  .  n  j  cl  r  \  r  • 

their  conqueits  upon  the  coalts  or  Africa, 
from  Egypt  to  the  ftreights  of  Gibraltar  : 
but  they  fometimes  met  with  difappoint- 
ments  and  misfortunes,  which  were  occa- 
fioned  by  the  Caliph’s  imprudent  conduct. 
Othman’s bad  Omar  formed  a  right  judgment  of  Oth- 
conduit.  man’s  difpofition,  when  he  refufed  to  name 
him  for  his  fucceffor,  on  account  of  the 
partial  regard  he  faw  Othman  bore  to  his 
own  family.  And  in  fadt,  the  undue  pre¬ 
ference  he  gave  to  his  relations  foon  raifed 
great  diford ers  in  the  ftate,  which  occafioned 
his  own  deft rudf ion. 

He  was  fo  imprudent  as  to  recall  Amru, 

to  whole  valour  thev  were  indebted  for  their 

* 

conqueits 
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conquefts in  Egypt:  and  he  gave  the  go-  Othm-an. 
vernment  of  that  country  to  Abdallah-ebn-  ^ 

Saïd,  who  had  no  other  merit  than  being 
his  fofter-brother. 

This  change  had  like  to  have  coft  the 
Saracens  the  greateft  part  of  their  conquefts 
in  Egypt  :  Amru  had  gained  the  love  and 
efteem  of  the  Egyptians.  He  had  artfully 
conformed  to  their  manners  and  genius; 
and  had  fo  won  upon  them,  that  when 
fome  flight  emotions  arofe  from  time  to 
time,  he  pacified  them,  rather  by  means  of 
the  affection  they  bore  to  him,  than  through 
their  fear  of  his  power.  v 

As  Abdallah  poftefted  neither  the  fame  Hegyra  24. 
prudence  nor  bravery  that  Amru  was  mafter  Ch-ær-  644* 
of,  the  people  foon  rated  and  efteemed  him  Tlie  malcotl- 
accordingly.  1  hey  murmured  at  the  change  ;  up  Alexandria 
fome  malcontents  even  began  their  fecretto  the  grecian 
practices;  and  at  laft  they  fent  word  to  the  emPeror* 
emperor,  that  if  he  would  caufe  a  body  of 
troops  to  march  fpeedily  into  that  country, 
he  might  foon  recover  the  pofteffion  there¬ 
of,  and  in  particular  of  Alexandria  ;  for  the 
retaking  of  which  they  offered  to  be  refpon- 
fibie. 

So  pleafing  a  piece  of  news  roofed  up  the 
courage  of  the  Grecians.  The  emperor  foon 
raifed  confiderable  forces,  and  a  numerous 
army  fhortly  landed  on  the  coafts  of  Egypt, 
whence  they  marched  direfldy  to  Alexandria. 

There  needed  no  extraordinary  efforts  to 

take 
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take  the  place.  On  the  appearance  of  the 
grecian  army,  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  as  had 
formed  the  plan  of  the  revolution,  fhewed 
themfelves,  and  prepared  to  execute  their 
defign.  Abdallah,  who  was  incapable  of  con¬ 
ducing  a  date  even  in  time  of  the  mod  pro¬ 
found  peace,  was  quite  confounded  amidd 
thofe  commotions,  and  the  city  was  taken. 

The  lofs  of  Alexandria  threw  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Medina  into  condensation.  Oth- 
man  being  then  thoroughly  fenfible  of  the 
fault  he  had  'committed  in  laying  afide 
Amru,  thought  he  could  make  no  better 
amends  for  it  than  by  redoring  that  general 
without  delay  to  the  government  of  Egypt. 

He  therefore  departed  forthwith  from  Me¬ 
dina  with  frefh  troops,  and  marched  on 
with  the  utmod  expedition.  His  arrival  gave 
great  pleafure  to  fuch  of  the  Egyptians  as 
had  no  hand  in  the  confpiracy,  and  they 
openly  declared  for  him  fo  foon  as  he  came 
amongd  them. 

However,  notwithdanding  the  inclination 
the  people  bore  him,  the  retaking  Alexan¬ 
dria  was  of  neceffity  a  work  of  time.  The 
Grecians  made  a  brave  defence,  and  fought 
fo  defperately,  that  the  Saracen  general,  en¬ 
raged  by  their  refidance,  fwore,  if  he  was 
victorious  he  would  difmantle  the  place, 
and  lay  it  fo  open  on  all  ddes,  that  it  might 
be  entered  without  the  lead  difficulty. 


The 
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:man. 


'  The  general  foon  had  it  in  his  power  to  °TH! 
be  as  good  as  his  word.  The  Saracens  ^ 
ftormed  the  town,  and  at  firft  made  a  terri¬ 
ble  daughter  of  the  garrifon  and  inhabitants,  Amru  retakes 
which  Amru  could  fcarce  put  ah  end  to, 
even  by  exerting  his  utmoft  authority.  How-  des  it. 
ever,  at  laft  he  prevailed,  and  faved  the  lives 
of  the  greateft  number.  He  even  com¬ 
manded  that  the  flying  enemy  fhould  not  be 
purfued  too  clofely  ;  and  by  that  means  the 
grecian  general,  with  the  remains  of  his 
troops,  had  time  to  reach  his  (hips,  on  board 
which  he  embarked  with  the  utmoft  preci¬ 
pitation,  and  fled  to  Conftantinople.  Thus 
Alexandria  was  again  brought  into  the  power 
of  the  Muflulmen,  after  it  had  remained 
about  a  year  in  the  hands  of  its  antient 
poffeffors. 

Amru  caufed  the  forts  and  ramparts  of 
the  city  to  be  demolifhed,  according  to  his 
oath  :  ftnce  which  Urne  that  city,  fo  re¬ 
nowned  on  account  of  its  founder,  Alexan¬ 
der,  and  of  other  illuftrious  princes  its  fove- 
reigns,  who  had  left  many  noble  monu¬ 
ments  of  their  grandeur,  is  now  dwindled 
into  a  kind  of  town,  which  however  ftill 
preferves  fome  flight  veftiges  of  its  former 
fplendor. 

Whilft  they  were  employed  in  the  taking  Hegyra  27. 
and  deftrudlion  of  that  magnificent  city,  Cll‘  ær'  647‘ 

Moavias,  the  governor  01  Syria,  nact  been  take  the  ifland 
preparing  a  fleet  which  might  enable  the  of  Cyprus, 

Saracens  to  make  conquefts  of  greater  im-  and?te  ai£er" 

.Ç  t  ?  x  7 1  0  warns  expel- 

f  Vql.  I,  x  portance  kd( 
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portance  than  any  they  had  already  gained* 
His  firft  attempt  was  on  the  ifland  of  Cyprus, 
of  which  he  got  poffefiion,  though  he  could 
not  maintain  it  for  more  than  two  years  : 
during  which  the  Chriflians  made  many 
fruitlefs  attempts  to  retake  it  3  but  at  laft, 
by  dint  of  repeated  attacks,  they  entered  the 
ifle,  and  drove  out  the  Muffulmen. 

The  following  year  Moavias  was  more 
fuccefsfuh  Having  met  the  grecian  empe¬ 
ror,  who  was  cruifing  in  the  phcenician  fea 
with  a  large  fleet,  he  attacked  him,  difperfed 
his  Ihips,  and  obliged  him  to  fly.  That 
adtion  happened  about  the  34th  year  of  the 
Hegyra,  and  the  654th  of  the  chriftian  æra. 
The  next  year  Moavias  won  the  ifland  of 
Rhodes,  and  threw  down  the  famous  Co- 
loffus  of  the  fun,  which  was  faid  to  be  one 
of  the  wonders  of  the  world.  He  caufed 
it  to  be  broken  in  pieces,  and  fent  it  to 
Alexandria. 

The  year  that  conquefl  was  made,  was 
the  epocha  of  thofe  intefline  commotions 
which  put  an  end  to  Othman’s  reign.  That 
Caliph  had  many  good  qualities,  and  would 
have  been  worthy  of  praife,  had  it  been  his 
lot  only  to  have  filled  a  private  ftation  3  but 
he  was  unfit  for  government  :  whether 
it  was  through  want  of  judgment  or  from 
caprice,  it  is  certain  he  was  guilty  of  many 
imprudent  actions,  which  caufed  him  to  be 
defpiled  by  the  people,  and  furnifhed  his 
enemies  with  an  opportunity  of  decrying 

him. 
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him,  and  even  of  openly  confpiring  againft  Ot  HMAN. 

him.  Çegyra  34. 

It  was  not  at  Medina  alone  that  mar- L  '  ær*  6541 
murs  were  heard  ;  each  province  in  parti¬ 
cular  had  different  caufes  of  complaint 
againft  the  Caliph.  The  flame  infenfibly 
fpreadj  their  minds  were  imbittered,  and 
at  laft  the  whole  Muffulman  empire  rung 
with  complaints  againft  Othman’s  admi- 
niftration. 


Among  other  grievances,  they  àccufed  Hegyra  3^; 
him  of  not  confulting  the  elders,  according  ch-ær-  65S* 
to  the  engagement  he  entered  into,  previous  Reafons  for  a 
to  his  election  to  the  fovereignty  ;  that  he rev0At* 
hadfuffered  Hakam-ebn-AEAs  (whom  the 
prophet  had  banifhed,  and  the  Caliphs  had 
iiot  prefumed  to  recal)  to  re-appear  at  Me¬ 
dina  3  that  he  had  deprived  Saïd-ebn-Abi- 
vakkas,  One  of  the  flx  electors  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  which  he  poffeffed,  and  had  placed 
in  his  room  a  man  of  an  infamous  character  ; 
that  he  had  rifqued  the  lofs  of  Egypt,  by 
recalling  Amru,  in  order  to  beftow  that 
government  on  his  fofter  brother  :  a  charge 
which  occafioned  the  lofs  of  a  great  number 
of  Muffulmen,  who  were  (lain  at  the  fécond 
fiege  of  Alexandria  5  that  he  had,  in  a 
lavifh  manner,  be  flowed  the  public  money 
on  his  friends  and  relations  :  and  they  addl¬ 
ed,  as  their  laft  grievance,  that  he  had  pre¬ 
fumed  to  fit  in  the  pulpit  ufed  by  Mahomet, 
in  the  mofque,  whereas  his  predeceffors  had 
not  dared,  out  of  refpedt  to  the  prophet,  to 

Y  2  place 
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place  themfelves  therein.  Abubecre  had 
always  fat  a  ftep  lower  ;  and  Omar,  who 
was  fall  more  modeft,  two  fteps  below  it. 

Such  were  the  crimes  which  were  openly 
alledged  againft  the  Caliph.  The  fteps  he 
took  to  lilence  their  complaints,  totally 
alienated  from  him  the  minds  of  his  fubjedts. 
He  one  day  explained  himfelf  in  the  open 
rnofque,  touching  the  complaints  that  were 
fo  rmed  againft  him,  and  particularly  the  ufe 
he  made  of  the  public  treafures.  He  laid  it 
down  as  a  maxim,  that  the  treafure  being 
facred  as  belonging  to  God,  he  who  was 
Caliph  had  an  abfolute  power  to  difpofe  of 
it.  He  vented  his  curfes  on  all  fuch  as 
fhould  dare  to  arraign  his  conduit  by  ground- 
lefs  murmurings,  or  virulent  libels  ;  and  he 
threatened  feverely  to  punifh  all  fuch  as 
fhould  attempt  to  form  the  leaft  cabal 
againft  him. 

AMuflulman  of  fpirit  *  who  was  prefent, 
having  flood  up  and  protefted  againft  the 
abfolute  power  which  Othman  arrogated 
to  himfelf,  the  Caliph  commanded  he  fhould 
be  punifihed,  which  was  done  on  the  fpot, 
and  in  fo  inhuman  a  manner,  that  he  was 
left  for  dead. 

This  new  event  was  as  it  were  a  iHnal  for 

o 

a  revolt.  The  malecontents  formed  a  con¬ 
federacy,  and  having  taken  up  arms,  they 
affembled  together,  and  went  and  encamped 
at  a  fmall  diftance  from  Medina,  whence 

*  Ammar-ebn-Yafer. 

they 
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they  fent  deputies  to  the  Caliph,  with  orders  Othman. 
to  infift  that  he  fhould  either  quit  his  dig-  Hegyta  35. 
nity,  or  conform  to  the  conduit  of  his  pre-  Ci  '  “'1*  65 
deceffors. 

The'  Caliph  was  quite  difconcerted  by  Method  ufed 
this  alternative  :  he  at  once  loft  all  the  firm-  b>r  tllc  CalMl 
nefs  he  fhewed  at  the  time  the  firft  com-  ja^inn  hi* 
plaints  broke  out  againft  him,  and  refolved  dignity, 
he  would  condefcend  to  make  excufes, 
which  rendered  him  contemptible  in  the 
eyes  of  the  greateft  part  of  his  fubjedts. 

He  therefore  folemnly  declared  in  full 
mofque,  that  he  was  forry  for  the  faults  he 
had  committed,  in  his  management  of  the 
ftate,  and  called  God  to  witnefs,  that  he 
was  refolved  to  make  ample  amends  for  the 
future. 

This  mortifying  ftep  was  fo  far  from  re¬ 
conciling  his  fubjedts  to  him,  that,  on  the 
contrary,  it  increafed  their  refentment  3  for 
as  they  looked  on  his  condefcention  to  be  no 
more  than  abafe  and  artful  attempt  to  main¬ 
tain  himfelf  in  poffeffion  of  the  throne,  they 
therefore  judged  he  was  unworthy  of  it. 

The  Caliph’s  fecret  enemies  exafperated  The  feditio* 
the  minds  of  the  people  againft  him  more  mcrcales* 
and  more  3  and  their  defign  was  greatly 
forwarded  by  the  emiffaries  they  fent  into 
the  provinces,  fo  that  the  whole  empire  was 
foon  in  a  blaze.  The  malecontent  troops, 
who  were  encamped  near  Medina,  then  re¬ 
ceived  confiderable  renforcements,  and  thofe 

Y  3  forces 
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forces  being  joined,  intended  to  enter  the 
city,  and  openly  attack  the  Caliph. 

Othman,  who  knew  not  what  to  do  in  fo 
defperate  a  fituation,  at  laft  had  recourfe  to 
Mogairah-ebn-Schabah,  and  Amru-ebn-Al- 
As,  (who  was  lately  returned  toMediqa.)He 
intreated  them  to  intercede  for  him  with 
the  rebels  ;  and  if  he  muft  be  profecuted, 
that  they  would  at  leaft  prevail  on  his  ene¬ 
mies  to  afford  him  a  fair  trial,  and  judge 
him  according  to  the  rules  and  maxims  of 
the  Alcoran. 

The  deputies  returned  without  fuccefs* 
The  animofity  of  the  people  was  raifed  to  fo 
high  a  pitch,  that  nothing  favourable  was  to 
be  expeded  from  them;  and  indeed  Othman’s 
advocates  were  forced  to  leave  them  without 
having  been  fo  much  as  heard. 

The  Caliph,  whofe  fears  continually  grew 
ftronger,  applied  to  Ali,  and  begged  he 
would  not  abandon  him  in  fo  critical  a  junc¬ 
ture.  Ali’s  mediation  was  more  effedual 
than  the  former.  The  perfonal  regard  they 
had  for  him,  but  more  their  refped  for  him 
as  Mahomet's  fan-in-law,  prevailed  on  them 
to  liften  to  fuch  terms  of  accommodation  as 
he  came  to  propofe. 

Ali  had  taken  the  precaution  to  caufe  Oth¬ 
man  to  ftgn  a  writing,  by  which  he  promifed 
forthwith  to  remove  all  fuchcaufesof  difcontent 
as  he  had  already  given.  This  writing  pur¬ 
ported  no  more  than  the  Caliph  had  declared 
in  the  laft  alTembly,  but  as  Ali,  had  thereto 

fubfcribed 
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fubfcribed  his  name  as  well  as  Othman,  they  °thman, 
probably  thought  themfelves  bound  to  pay  3>* 
îome  deference  to  fo  good  a  fecurity.  ’  ’ 

A  conference  was  therefore  immediately 
held,  and  thefedition  was  fuppreflfed,  byAlfs 
confenting  to  the  firft  demand  the  people  made. 

They  required  that  the  government  of  Egypt 
Ihould  be  given  to  Mahomet,  the  fon  of  Abu- 
becre,  and  that  Abdallah  fhould  be  recalled. 

He  was  the  fame  that  fuffered  Alexandria  to 
be  taken,  and  who  had  been  fent  for  home, 
and  replaced  by  Amru.  But  fo  foon  as  the 
latter  had  retaken  that  city,  and  reftored  tran¬ 
quillity  in  Egypt,  he  received  orders  to  return 
to  Medina,  and  the  Caliph  again  replaced  him 
by  Abdallah. 

But  now  he  had  no  hopes  of  maintaining 
him  in  that  government.  The  Caliph  even 
thought  himfelf  happy  that  by  facrificing 
him  he  might  regain  the  good-will  of  his 
fubjedts.  He  therefore  recalled  Abdallah, 
and  appointed  Mahomet  in  his  ftead.  By 
that  compliance  the  tumult  was  appeafed,  and 
each  man  returned  to  his  duty.  However, 
as  the  Caliph  had  many  private  enemies,  they 
fecretly  confpired  his  ruin,  and  the  unhappy 
Othman  finally  became  a  prey  to  their  ran¬ 
corous  hatred. 

It  will  doubtlefs  be  furprizing  to  find  the  Aiefha  forms 

famous  Aïefha  amongft  the  number  of  the  ^ethron/0 
Caliph’s  enemies,  and  ftill  more  to  hear  theothmaa. 
plots  fhe  laid againft  him.  That  woman,  who 
had  gained  the  higheft  credit  amongft  the 

Y  4  Mahometans, 
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Othmanis  be¬ 
trayed  by  his 
fecretary. 


Mahometans,  on  account  of  her  wifdom  and 
merit,  had  an  utter  averfion  to  Othman. 
Hiftorians  are  filent  as  to  the  caufe  of  her  ha¬ 
tred  ;  and  have  only  told  us,  that  Aiefha  was 
defirous  of  placing  on  the  throne  Abdallah- 
ebn-Zobeir  ;  and  in  order  to  fucceed  in  her 
defign,  had  prevailed  on  Abdallah  to  make 
away  with  the  Caliph. 

It  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to  reconcile  the 
thoughts  of  fo  infamous  a  defign,  with  the  ex¬ 
travagant  praifes  which  hiftorians  have  be¬ 
lt  owed  on  the  good  qualities  of  that  woman; 
but  what  will  leem  more  amazing  is,  that, 
having  formed  a  project  to  dethrone  the  Ca^ 
liph,  fhe  did  not  chufe  Mahomet  the  fon  of 
Abubecre,  who  was  her  own  brother,  to  be  his 
fucceffor,  rather  than  pitch  on  Abdallah,  who 
was  no  relation  to  her. 

Aiefha,  by  her  intrigues,  gained  a  numerous 
party  ;  however  the  Caliph’s  ruin  did  not  flow 
from  that  quarter.  He  nurtured  in  his  own 
houfe  a  bitter  enemy,  who  was  the  more  dan¬ 
gerous,  as  he  was  the  man  he  moil  confided 
in,  and  whom  he  employed  to  tranfadt  the 
greateft  part  of  his  affairs. 

Mervan-ebn-Hakem  (for  fo  the  tray  tor  was 
called)  was  Othman’s  fecretary  ;  all  difpatches 
went  through  his  hands  ;  he  anfwered  them  3 
and  the  Caliph  readily  approved  what  he  did, 
without  harbouring  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  his 
treachery. 

When  Mervan  joined  the  cabal,  he  made 
ufe  of  the  confidence  repofed  in  him,  abfo- 

lutely 
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lately  to  undo  the  Caliph.  Amongft  all  the  °THIV 
mines  he  fprung  for  the  accompli  foment  of 
his  purpofe,  none  proved  fo  fetal  as  a  letter 
he  forged  at  the  very  time  Aii’s  mediation 
feemed  to  have  reftored  Othman  to  the  fa^ 
vour  of  the  people. 

Peace  having  thereby  been  a  little  fettled, 
the  rebels  had  lain  down  their  arms,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  provinces  who  joined  them 
had  refolved  to  return  home.  Mahomet,  the 
fon  of  Abubecre,  was  alfo  departed  to  take  pofe 
feffion  of  his  government,  in  order  to  fucceed 
Ahdallah-ebn-Saïd,  according  to  the  agree¬ 
ment  which  ferved  as  a  bafis  to  the  peace. 

Whilft  Mahomet  was  purfuing  his  journey 
with  a  numerous  train  of  Egyptians,  who  were 
in  Medina  at  the  time  of  his  departure,  he 
faw  a  courier  pafs  by,  who  was  carrying  dii- 
patches  from  the  Caliph.  The  new  governor 
flopped  the  meflenger,  and,  finding  he  was 
going  to  Alexandria,  he  was  feized  with  a 
curiofity  to  open  the  packet,  and  examine 
the  contents  of  the  letters. 

No  fooner  had  he  unfealed  the  difpatcheS, 
than  to  his  great  aflonifoment  he  found  that 
the  Caliph  had  ordered  Abdallah  to  arrefl  the 
new  governor,  fo  foon  as  he  foould  reach  the 
territory  of  Egypt,  and  without  form  of  law 
to  cut  off  his  hands  and  feet,  as  well  as  thofe 
of  lèverai  officers  in  his  train  5  after  which  he 
was  commanded  to  impale  them. 

Such  were  the  orders  contained  in  the  Ca¬ 
liph's  difpatches  $  though  the  ill-fated  Oth¬ 
man 
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man  was  an  utter  ftranger  to  them.  They  were 
folely  contrived  by  the  faithlefs  Mervan  $  but 
they  did  not  give  themfeives  time  to  fift  mat¬ 
ters  to  the  bottom.  The  letters  bore  the  Ca¬ 
liph's  name,  and  were  fealed  with  his  feal  : 
and  that  was  enough  to  re-kindle  the  flame  of 
fedition,  which  had  not  been  throughly  extin- 
• 

omet  in  a  fury  turned  back  with  his 
retinue,  and  on  his  arrival  at  Medina  fliewed 
the  letters  to  all  fuch  as  were  defirous  of  peruf- 
ing  them:  he  even  caufed  copies  of  them 
to  be  difperfed  over  the  adjacent  provinces. 
The  minds  of  all  men  were  filled  with  wrath, 
and  their  whole  difcourfe  turned  on  the  Ca¬ 
liph's  treachery,  and  how  neceffary  it  was  to 
rid  themfeives  of  him. 

Though  Othman  loudly  protefted  he  had  no 
hands  in  the  cruel  orders  iflued  in  his  name, 
it  was  of  no  avail,  he  could  not  obtain  credit, 
and  his  houfe  wasfoon  fur  rounded  by  a  croud 
of  armed  men,  who  threatened  to  deftroy  all 
with  fire  and  fword,  if  he  was  not  delivered 
up  into  their  hands. 

In  this  difmal  filiation,  the  Caliph  again 
had  recourfe  to  Ali,  who  inftantly  fent  two 
of  his  fans,  Haflan  and  Hoflein,  with  a  guard 
to  defend  the  Caliph's  houfe  ;  but  whether 
they  were  not  ftrong  enough  to  refill  the  at¬ 
tacks  of  the  confpirators,  or  whether  they 
were  not  difpleafed  at  the  thoughts  of  a  vacancy 
in  the  throne,  on  account  of  the  hopes  All 
might  entertain  of  afcending  it,  it  is  faid  they 

made 
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made  but  a  flight  defence,  and  the  Caliph’s  °THMAîî* 
enemies  met  with  no  great  difficulty  in  forcing  ï^Syra  35*  ^ 

*  •  rr  jo  cia.  ær.  o%\< 

their  pallage. 

The  Caliph,findinghe  could  no  longer  truft 
in  arms  for  fecurity  from  the  vengeance  of 
his  enemies,  was  in  hopes  he  might  alfuage 
their  fury  by  the  help  of  religious  motives. 

So  foon  as  he  was  informed  the  mutineers  had 
entered  his  houfe,  he  grafped  the  Alcoran, 
and  placing  it  on  his  breaft,  he  thus  appeared 
before  thofe  who  were  come  to  aflaffinate  him. 

He  flattered  himfelf  that  the  famous  book,  for 
which  the  Muflulmen  entertained  fo  great  a 
veneration,  would  have  proved  an  effectual 
fafe-guard,  and  that  he  fhould  have  obtained 
time  to  make  proof  of  the  impofture  which 
had  caufed  the  diforder;  but  this  precaution 
he  made  ufe  of  abfolutely  failed  him.  As 
their  refentment  was  levelled  at  his  perfon 
alone,  fo  foon  as  he  appeared,  they  were  blind 
to  all  other  objects  ;  and,  without  heeding 
whether  he  was  under  protection  of  the  Al¬ 
coran  or  not,  they  gave  him  lèverai  wounds 
with  fwords  and  fpears,  of  which  he  died  on 
the  fpot. 

Thus  died  the  unhappy  Othman,  third  Ca¬ 
liph  of  the  Arabians.  He  was  then  fourfcore 
years  old,  and  had  reigned  about  twelve  years. 

His  enemies  had  not  fully  fatisfied  their  re¬ 
venge  by  inflicting  on  him  fo  cruel  a  death; 
they  refufed  to  bellow  on  his  body  an  ho¬ 
nourable  interment.  His  corpfe  lay  three 
days  above  ground,  and  at  laft  they  conde- 

fcended 
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fcended  to  bury  it  ;  but  without  obferving  the 
leaft  of  the  ceremonies  ufually  performed  for 
‘perfons  of  his  rank,  and  at  laft  he  was  in¬ 
terred  in  the  very  garments  he  wore  when  he 
was  affaffinated* 

Othman  was  tall,  and  of  a  very  majeftic 
air  and  deportment  3  his  complexion  was  in¬ 
clining  to  brown,  and  his  beard  thick.  As 
to  his  manners  they  were  irreproachable  3 
he  had  a  very  great  refped  and  attachment 
to  his  religion,  and  was  a  fcrupulous  obferver 
of  all  its  precepts.  He  both  read  and  me¬ 
ditated  on  the  Alcoran  with  great  application, 
and  was  very  liberal  to  the  poor. 

He  was  condemned  for  {hewing  a  partial 
regard  for  his  own  family  3  which  often  in¬ 
duced  him  to  difplace  perfons  of  the  moft 
diftinguifhed  merit,  to  fubftitute  to  them  men 
of  little  knowledge  and  mean  capacity. 

It  alfo  appears  that  he  did  not  make  due 
enquiries  into  the  difpofitions  and  charac¬ 
ters  of  thofe  in  whom  he  placed  a  confidence, 
and  that  he  relied  too  much  on  their  inte¬ 
grity  :  from  whence  arofe  all  the  fatal  events 
which  alienated  the  affedions  of  his  fuh- 
jeds,  and  finally  caufed  his  deftrudion. 
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FIRST  VOLUME. 

A. 

AB  A  D  A  H  is  fent  by  Amru  to  treat  with  Makaukas, 
page  292. 

Abdallah-ebn-Giaffar  is  appointed  to  attack  a 
monallery,  at  which  a  great  fair  was  held,  165.  He 
refufeth  to  retire,  tho’  there  were  more  troops  at  the  mo¬ 
il  aller  y  than  he  expe&ed  to  find,  166.  He  attacks  the 
monaltery,  ibid.  Danger  he  is  in,  167.  Khaled  goes 
to  his  affiftance,  ibid.  He  requires  to  have  the  daughter 
of  the  governor  of  Tripoli,  who  had  been  taken  prifoner, 
and  obtains  her,  168. 

Abdallah-ebn-Hod  afah  is  taken  prifoner  by  the  Greeks, 
271.  Omar  procures  his  liberty,  274.  Conference  be¬ 
tween  them,  ibid. 

Abdallah-ebn-Said  is  appointed  governor  of  Egypt,  319. 
His  incapacity  and  the  revolution  it  caufeth,  320.  He 
is  recalled  from  Egypt,  329. 

Abdarrahman,  the  Caliph’s  fon,  lights  to  advantage  with 
the  new  governor  of  Bollra,  74.  His  rafhnefs  brings  on 
a  general  action,  in  which  the  Arabians  get  the  better,  75. 
He  is  admitted  into  Bollra,  and  opens  the  gates  to  the 
Arabians,  78.  Braves  the  grecian  army,  82.  He  is 
appointed  to  carry  news  of  the  Grecians  defeat  to  the 
Caliph,  125.  He  brings  back  his  anfwer  to  Khaled,  127. 
He  is  concerned  in  purfuing  the  forces  of  Damafcus, 
where  he  cuts  off  the  head  of  Thomas  their  commander, 
150.  Omar  ,  appoints  him  one  of  the  ele&ors,  308. 
Propofal  he  made  in  the  affembly  for  the  election,  3 1  2. 
Abraham  conlidered  by  the  Mulïuimen  to  be  the  founder  of 
their  religion,  225. 

Abubecre  appeafes  the  difpute  that  arofe  on  the  queflion 
touching  Mahomet’s  death,  36.  And  the  like  relating  to 
the  place  of  burying  him,  37.  Why  he  was  called  Abu¬ 
becre,  46.  He  is  chofen  fucceffor  to  Mahomet,  48.  Steps 
he  took  with  Ali  to  prevail  on  him  to  acknowledge  his 

authority. 
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authority,  51.  Indifference  he  (hewed  for  fovereignty^ 
52.  Meafures  he  took  to  retrain  a  revolt  arifen  in  feveral 
provinces,  54.  He  refolves  to  make  war  on  the  Chriftians, 
to  compel  them  to  become  Mahometans  or  pay  tribute* 
59.  Letter  he  fent  to  the  governors  of  provinces  to  affem- 
ble  troops,  6 1 .  He  reviews  his  army,  and  prays  for  thé 
profperity  of  his  arms,  ibidi  Orders  he  gives  the  gene- 
ral,  62.  Sends  freih  troops  into  Syria  under  command 
of  Said,  65.  Method  he  ufed  to  deprive  Said  of  the 
command,  66.  His  orders  to  Amru  on  appointing  him 
general,  67.  He  raifes  Abu-obeidah  to  be  generaliffimo 
of  the  army  in  Syria,  68.  He  takes  from  him  the  com¬ 
mand  and  gives  it  to  Khaled,  ibidi  His  fentiments  on 
receiving  news  of  the  fuccefs  of  his  forces,  125.  The 
Arabians  afking  leave  to  ferve  in  Syria,  he  denies  them* 
ibid.  Remondrances  made  by  them  on  that  account, 

126.  He  grants  their  requefl,  12 7*  Death  of  that  Ca- 
îiph,  154.  He  names  Omar  for  his  fucceffor,  and  pre¬ 
vails  on  him  to  accept  the  Caliphfhip,  ibid.  Prayer  he 
utters  on  that  occafion,  ibid.  His  charader,  1 56.  De- 
fcription  of  his  perfon,  157.  Omar’s  praifes  of  his  dif* 
intereftednefs,  ibid.  He  is  greatly  regretted,  162. 

Abu-Obeidah.  Vide  Obeidah. 

Abu-Sofian.  Vide  Sofian, 

Ælia,  a  name  given  to  a  city  of  Jerufalem,  212. 

Aiesha,  Mahomet’s  favourite  wife,  36.  At  what  age  fhe 
was  married,  and  when  (he  died,  46.  She  is  Confulted 
as  being  filled  with  the  fpirit  of  Mahomet,  66.  She  forms 
a  confpiracy  to  dethrone  Othman,  327. 

At  cor- an,  what  it  is,  and  what  it  contains,  39.  42.  On 
what  occafion  many  chapters  of  that  book  were  framed,  40* 
Who  afiiiled  Mahomet  in  compofing  his  Alcoran,  43.  By 
whom  the  feveral  chapters  of  it  were  collected,  157» 

Alexandria,  how  conquered  by  the  Arabians,  298.  Re¬ 
taken  by  the  Grecians,  299.  The  Arabians  mailer  it  a 
fécond  time,  ioid.  By  whom  the  library  of  that  city  was 
founded  and  augmented,  301.  It  is  burned  by  theAra-*- 
bians,  304.  The  city  is  difmantled,  321.  Its  date  dnce 
that  time,  ibid. 

Ali  appointed  regent  in  the  abfence  of  Mahomet  his  coufin, 
33.  His  claim  to  the  Caliphfhip,  30.  He  is  forced  to  do 
homage  to  Abubecre,  3 1 .  Advice  he  gives  the  Caliph, 

127.  He  does  not  oppofe  Omar’s  election,  138.  Pre¬ 
vails  on  him  to  vifit  Jerufalem,  217.  Is  appointed  to 
govern  the  date  during  his  Abfence,  ibid.  Reafon  why 
Omar  did  not  appoint  him  his  fuccdibr,  307,  He  is  one 
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©f  the  fix  eleXors,  308.  He  refufes  the  Caliphfhip,  313» 
He  quells  an  infurreXion  again.il  Othman,  326.  Is  ac- 
cufedof  not  affifting  him  as  he  ought,  330. 

Allah  Acbar,  war  cry  of  the  Mahometans,  78. 

Al  mo  than  a  gathers  the  remains  of  the  arabian  army  and 
fecures  them,  314. 

Alvake  d  i,  an  arabian  hiftorian.  Reflexions  on  that  author, 
and  other  writers  of  the  fame  country,  87. 

Amru-ebn-al-As  appointed  general  of  the  reinforcements 
fent  into  Syria,  67.  Is  recalled  from  Irak,  100.  His 
fuccefs  in  Paleftine,  276.  Account  of  the  conference  be¬ 
tween.  him  and  Conftantine,  277.  He  takes  poffeffion  of 
Cefarea,  286.  Is  appointed  generaliflimo  after  Obeidah’s 
death,  287.  Goes  into  Egypt  to  fubdue  it,  289*  Takes 
Pharmah,  and  befieges  Mefrah,  ibid.  Conditions  he 
grants  the  governor  on  his  yielding,  293.  Befieges  Alex¬ 
andria,  295.  Is  taken  prifoner,  ibid.  Plow  he  recovers 
his  liberty,  295.  Takes  Alexandria,  298.  Prevents  its 
being  plundered,  300.  Conquers  all  Egypt,  ibid.  Plis 
tafle  for  learning  and  learned  men,  302.  Confults  Omar 
what  he  Ihould  do  with  the  Alexandrian  library,  303 * 
Methods  he  ufed  to  fupply  Arabia,  viflted  with  a  famine, 
303.  He  makes  war  in  Africa,  ibid.  Is  recalled  from 
Egypt,  318.  Is  fent  back  again  and  retakes  Alexandria, 
320.  The  Caliph  employs  him  to  appeafe  the  confpi- 
rators,  426. 

Angels.  The  Arabians  believe  that  angels  fight  on  their 
£de  amongft  their  troops,  187.  How  they  defcribe  them, 
188,  note. 

Ansar  ians,  why  fb  called,  37,  note.  They  require 
that  Mahomet  fhould  be  buried  at  Medina,  37.  They 
let  up  a  right  of  appointing  a  fovereign  over  the  Muiful- 
men,  47. 

Arabia,  geographical  defcription  of  that  province,  3.  Re¬ 
ligions  that  prevailed  there  in  Mahomet's  days,  9. 

Arabians,  their  different  fettlements,  4.  Their  antiquity, 
ibid.  Conquered  by  the  Romans,  5.  Submit  to  Maho¬ 
met,  32. 

Are t as,  name  given  to  the  kings  of  Gaflan,  4. 

Arzemidqkht,  queen  of  Perfla,  is  dethroned,  313. 

Astackhar,  a  grecian  prieft,  négociâtes  a  truce  between 
the  Arabians  and  the  city  of  Kenndrin,  175. 
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B. 

Bahira.  Vide  Sergius, 

Basil,  his  treachery,  284. 

Black-stone,  what  it  is,  26,  note. 

Booty,  how  divided,  153,  168. 

C. 

Caab,  an  arabian  poet  recovers  Mahomet’s  favour  after 
having  wrote  a  fatire  again  ft  him,  30.  Mahomet  invefts 
him  with  his  robe,  ibid.  What  became  of  it,  ibid,  note. 

Caab,  account  of  that  Jew’s  converfion  to  Mahometifm, 
225. 

Caab  ah,  what  it  is,  6.  The  fuperintendance  of  that 
temple  goes  from  the  title  of  the  Khofaïtes  to  the  Corai- 
fchites,  7. 

Cad h iGA  efpoufes  Mahomet,  8.  She  propagates  her  huf- 
band’s  doctrine,  11.  Her  death,  46. 

Caliph,  title  given  to  Mahomet’s  fucceftors,  50. 

Cal o us  brings  fuccours  to  Damafcus,  80.  His  quarrel  with 
the  governor  of  that  city  about  the  command,  81.  Is 
obliged  to  accept  of  the  challenge  given  by  Khaled,  83. 
Is  vanquifhed  and  made  prifoner,  85.  He  advifes  Khaled 
to  challenge  the  governor  to  a  fingle  combat,  ibid.  Is  be¬ 
headed  by  Khaled  s  order,  87. 

Camels,  facrifices  of,  inftituted  by  Mahomet;  negîeéted 
by  his  followers,  34. 

Caulah,  Derar’s  lifter,  ftirs  up  the  arabian  women,  he? 
fellow  prifoners,  not  to  fubmit  to  the  treatment  the  Greeks 
were  preparing  for  them,  105.  She  kills  a  grecian  fol- 
dier,  106.  Defpifes  the  cardies  and  threats  of  Peter  the 
general,  107.  She  breaks  his  horfes  legs,  ibid.  She 
is  placed  at  the  head  of  the  battalions  compofed  of  ara¬ 
bian  women  at  the  battle  of  Ainadin,  115. 

Constantine,  fon  of  the  emperor  Heraclius,  complains 
that  Mahan  had  fullered  the  Arabians  to  decamp  without 
falling  on  them,  120.  He  intrenches  himfelf  in  fight  of 
the  arabian  army,  276.  Demands  a  conference.  277. 
Account  of  that  conference,  ibid.  He  is  deferred  by  his. 
troops,  282.  Retires  to  Cefarea,  ibid.  Flies  to  Conftan- 
tinople,  285. 

Coptics,  whattheyare,  291,  note. 

Cora isc kites,  the  moft  famous  tribe  of  the  Arabians,  6. 
They  feize  the  fuperintendance  of  the  Caabah,  7.  Op- 
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pofe  Mahomet’s  do&rine,  n.  They  word  his  troops,  15. 
Gain  a  viélory  over  them,  18.  Make  a  truce  with  Ma¬ 
homet,  21.  Great  part  of  that  tribe  embrace  his  doc¬ 
trine,  27. 

X). 

D  amascus,  a  city  of  Syria,  account  of  the  fiege  thereof,  79. 

Dames  undertakes  to  furprize  the  caftle  of  Aleppo,  andfuc- 
ceeds,  238.  He  engages  in  a  fingle  combat  with  Neftorius, 
who  takes  him  prifoner,  261 .  He  regains  his  liberty,  262* 
Offers  to  march  and  fubdue  the  Hill  Country,  269. 

David  goes  to  Khaled  from  the  grecian  general  to  propofh 
an  interview,  118.  He  informs  Khaled  of  Verdanus’s  de- 
lign  to  get  him  aflaffmated  during  the  conference,  1 19. 

Derar  braves  the  Grecian  army,  82.  Skirmifhes  with  them, 

94.  Kills  their  flandard -bearer,  and  alone  drives  away 
the  Chriflians  that  attempted  to  retake  it,  94.  He  is  wound¬ 
ed  by  the  governor  of  Emeffa,  whom  he  afterwards  kills, 

95.  He  is  taken  prifoner,  ibid.  Is  fet  at  liberty,  97. 
attacks  the  troops  of  Damafcus,  defeats  them,  and  takes 
Paul  their  commander,  103.  Kills  their  general  Peter, 
and  fets  Caulah  at  liberty,  109.  Alone  defends  himfelf 
again  30  horfemen,  and  kills  feveral  of  them,  1 13.  En¬ 
gages  with  the  Greeks  near  Ainadin,  1 17.  Slays  the  fol- 
diers  Verdanus  had  placed  in  ambufh  to  furprize  Khaled, 
120.  He  kills  Verdanus,  123.  Goes  with  Khaled  to 
affifl  the  Arabians,  who  were  attacking  a  monaflery,  167. 
Marches  with  a  reinforcement  to  Obeidah,  1 84.  Is  taken 
prifoner,  202 j  Is  fet  at  liberty,  207.  Being  taken  by 
Ha'im,  he  is  prefented  to  the  emperor,  256,  Converfation 
between  him  and  that  prince,  257.  He  failles  out  on  the 
grecian  army,  265. 

Ë. 


Ebn,  an  arabian  word,  which  fignifies  fori,  24,  note. 
Emir-al-Moumenin,  title  given  to  Omar,  and  ufed  by  hiè 
fucceffors,  159. 


F. 

Famine  in  Arabia,  304.  How  remedied,  303, 

Fatima,  daughter  of  Mahomet,  Ali’s  wife,  47. 

Firouz,  caufe  of  his  difpleafure  againft  the  Caliph,  306, 
He  affaffmates  him,  ibid.  Kills  himfelf  after  an  obflinats 
defence,  307, 
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G. 

Gabriel  (the  angel)  how  defcribed  m  the  Alcoran,  214, 
note.  Account  of  the  horfe  which  he  provided  to  carry 
Mahomet  to  heaven,  215,  note. 

Games  of  chance,  prohibited  by  the  Alcoran,  and  why* 
169,  note» 

Gassan,  kings  of,  why  fo  called,  4. 

Giabalah,  on  what  occafion  he  renounces  Mahometifm, 
i7i.  He  enters  the  emperor’s  fervice,  172.  He  brings  a 
reinforcement  of  troops  to  the  grecian  army,  commanded 
by  Mahan,  200.  He  rejetts  Khaled’s  propofal  of  re¬ 
maining  neuter,  202.  Is  defeated,  ibid.  Propofes  to  the 
emperor  the  aflaflination  of  the  Caliph,  258. 

H. 

Hafsa,  daughter  of  Omar,  Mahomet’s  wife,  the  time  of 
her  marriage  and  death,  46,  47.  To  her  cuftody  they  com¬ 
mit  the  Alcoran  contained  in  one  volume,  1  57. 

Hagi,  or  Hagiar,  furname  given  to  Arabia  Petrea,  3. 

Haim,  the  fon  of  Giabalah,  advantage  he  gains  over  the 
Muflulmen,  2^6. 

Hamza  receives  from  Mahomet,  his  nephew,  the  command  of 
the  muflulman  army,  1  5 .  He  loofes  a  battle  againft  the 
inhabitants  of  Mecca,  ibid. 

Hareth,  name  of  the  Gaflanides,  whence  the  word  Areta 

is  derived,  4. 

Hegiaz,  province  of  Arabia  Deferta,  3. 

Hegyra,  the  common  ara  of  the  Mahometans,  when  it 
commenced,  13. 

Heraclius,  emperor  of  the  Greeks,  lofes  a  battle  againft 
the  Muflulmen,  26.  The  troops  he  fends  into  Syria  againft 
the  Muffulmen  are  beaten,  64.  He  fends  relief  to  Damaf- 
cus,  80.  Raifes  a  confiderable  army  againft  the  Maho- 
hometans,  89.  Which  having  been  defeated,  he  fends 
another,  99.  He  procures  the  liberty  of  his  daughter, 
widow  of  Thomas,  153.  He  fends  a  frefh  army  againft 
the  Arabians,  199.  His  converfation  with  the  arabian 
prifoners,  256.  He  confents  to  the  Caliph’s  being  afiaftk 
nated,  259.  Terrified  by  a  dream,  he  flies  to  Conftan- 
tinople,  264.  He  fets  Abdallah  at  liberty,  274. 

Herb  is  marches  out  of  Damafcus  with  Thomas,  at  the 
head  of  the  Chriftians,  142.  He  is  killed,  150. 

Herbis,  governor  of  Baalbec,  attacks  the  Mahometans  and 
is  defeated,  1 8 1 .  He  Tallies  out  with  fuccçfs,  182.  Makes 

a  fécond 
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a  fécond  Tally,  183.  Is  attacked  in  the  rear,  and, obliged 
to  retire  to  a  ruinous  monaftery,  1 84.  He  vainly  attempts 
to  force  his  way  out,  186.  Terms  agreed  ori  between 
him  and  Obeidah,  188.  He  perfuades  the  inhabitants  of 
Baalbec  to  accept  them,  1 89.  Gbtaihs  a  tenth  of  the  pro¬ 
fits  which  the  citizens  gained  from  the  Arabians,  191. 
And  requiring  more  is  fiain  in  a  commotion,  ib. 

Hi  emarite  kings,  how  long  their  empire  fublifted?  4. 

Hiemen,  name  given  by  the  Arabians  to  Arabia  Felix,  3. 

Home  rites,  tribe  of  the  Arabians,  whole  women  were 
taught  to  handle  arms,  1 06. 

I, 

•Jacobites,  who  they  are,  290,  note. 

John,  brother  to  Youkinna,  governor  of  Aleppo,  perfuades 
the  inhabitants  to  yield  to  the  Muffulmen,  228. 

John,  furnamed  the  Grammarian,  gains  Amru’s  friendfhipj, 
302.  He  afks  of  him  the  alexandrian  library,  303. 

Jem  am  at  h^  a  province  of  Arabia  Deferta,  3.  The  princes 
df  that  country  fiibmit  to  Mahomet,  32. 

Jerusalem,  account  of  the  fiege  and  fiirrender  of  that 
city,  2 1 1 . 

Iman,  creation  of  an  Imian  at  Mecca,  31. 

Jews  of  Arabia  fubdued  by  Mahomet,  22. 

Jonas,  adventure  which  càufed  him  to  change  his  religion, 
i 43.  „  He  prevails  on  Khaled  to  purfue  the  Chriftians, 
whom  he  had  permitted  to  quit  Damalcus,  147.  He  takes 
his  wife  prifoner,  who  kills  herfelf,  151.  Means  ufed  to 
comfort  him  for  that  misfortune,  ibid. 

Josias  delivers  up  the  city  of  Dalnafcus;  to  the  Arabians^ 

x37*  .  .  , 

Track,  a  province  of  Afia;  which  made  a  part  of  what  was 

formerly  called  Chaldea,  afterwards  divided  into  arabiaii 
Irak,  and  perfian  Irak,  4. 

Israil,  governor  of  Damafcus,  his  difpute  with  Caloüs 
for  the  chief  command,  81.  He  accepts  Khaled’s  chal¬ 
lenge,  86.  Is  taken  prifdner,  87.  He  is  beheaded,  ibid. 

Israil,  name  of  an  angel,  as  the  Mahometans  believe,  86. 

Izdegerd  is  made  king  of  Perfia,  315.  Is  beat  by  the  Ara¬ 
bians,  ibid.  Quarrels  with  Tarkan,  316.  Is  defeated  by 
him  and  killed,  317; 


Kh aled-eUn-WaLid,  furnamed,  Sword  of  God,  Is  ap¬ 
pointed  generalifiimo  of  the  army  fent  out  by  Mahomet; 
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agasnffc  the  Greeks,  2 4.  He  defeats  them  2$.  He  obtains 
5.  victory  over  fueh  as  had  revolted  after  Mahomet’s  death» 
5  4„.  He  caofes  Malek  to  be  beheaded,  without  orders, 
*7  6.  Omar  obtains  his  pardon  For  that  fault,  57.  He  com¬ 
mands  a  large  body  of  troops  at  the  battle  of  Akrebah, 
58.  Pie  is  made  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  in  Sy¬ 
ria^  63.  fie  carries  on  the  hege  of  Bohra  which  Sergiabi! 
had  opened,  69.  His  opinion  of  Obeidah,  70.  He  obliges 
the  governor  of  Bohra  to  accept  his  challenge  for  a  lingle 
combat,  72.  Reception  he  gave  Romanus,  the  depofed 
governor,  who  pointed  out  to  him  a  way  £0  take  the  city, 
77.  He  lays  fiege  to  Damafcus,  81  .  Fights  with  Caloiis, 
and  takes  him  prifoner,  85.  He  challenges  the  governor 
of  Damafcus,  whom  he  aife  makes  prifoner,  86.  Upon 
intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  the  grecian  army,  he  is  of  opi¬ 
nion  to  march  out  and  light  them,  90,  93.  He  rejects  the 
terms  propofed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Damafcus,  92.  He 
defeats  die  grecian  army  commanded  by  Verdanus,  97. 
He  writes  a  circular  letter  to  the  generals  to  join  him  at 
Ainaidin,  too.  He  raiies  the  fiege  of  Damafcus,  and  goes 
to  meet  the  Greeks,  ibid,  tie  gives  up  to  Obeidah  the 
command  of  the  rear  guard,  101.  He  marches  after  the 
troops  of  Damafcus,  who  had  defeated  his  rear  guard, 
and  cuts  them  in  pieces,  102.  He  put  his  army  in  array 
to  engage  the  Chriilians,  115.  He  rejects  the  propofals 
made  him  by  Verdanus,  117.  He  agrees  to  a  conference 
which  was  defired  by  that  general,  1 1 8.  He  receives  in¬ 
telligence  that  an  ambulh  is  laid  for  him,  and  would  have 
gone  unattended,  119.  He  yields  to  the  advice  of  his  of¬ 
ficers,  who  coiincelled  him  not  to  expofe  himfelf,  120. 
He  goes  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  where  he  furprizes 
Verdanus,  122.  Letter  by  which  he  informs  the  Caliph 
of  the  victory  at  Ainadin,  1 24.  He  refumes  the  fiege  of 
Damafcus,  128.  Refufes  a  truce  to  the  inhabitants,  135. 
Contrail  between  his  character  and  that  of  Obeidah,  ibid. 
He  is  let  into  the  city  by  .  the  treachery  of  a  prieil,  137. 
He  difapproves  the  treaty  Obeidah  had  entered  into  with 
the  inhabitants,  138.  At  laft  he  ratifies  it,  on  the  repre- 
fentation  of  his  officers,  140.  Difficulties  he  made  to 
grant  the  inhabitants  of  that  city  the  fecurity  they  required 
during  their  retreat,  141.  He  refolves  to  purfue  them, 
tho*  he  had  promifed  they  ffiould  not  be  diflurbed  during 
their  journey,  143.  A  difpute  between  him  and  Obeidah, 
touching  the  corn  in  Damafcus,  fufpends  the  execution  of 
his  projeft,  144.  He  refumes  it  at  the  mitigation  of  a  man 
called  Jonas,  147.  He  fets-the  emperor’s  daughter  at  li¬ 
berty. 
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berty,  133,  He  returns  to  Damn  feus,  whom 'he  divides 
his  booty  y  Ibid,  Omar  deprives  him  of  the  command  m 
chief,  159,  Reafons  which  induced  the  Caliph {&  to  do, 
i6o.  He  is  informed  of  his  dilmifÉon,  162,  Great- 
nefs  of  foal  he  fhewed  upon  that  eccafion,  163,  His 
conduct  at  a  jun&ere  when  they  wanted  his  af&fiaace,  ibid. 
He  marches  to  affiit  the  troops  who  were  attacking  a  mo* 
nailery,  and  defeats  the  Grecians  who  had  fnn-otmded 
them,  167,  His  converfation  with  a  famous  monk 
of  that  monaftery,  168.  The  Caliph  denies  him  the 
praifes  due  to  his  bravery,  ï  70.  He  befieges  Ems dkf 
172.  Tries  to  diffuade  Obeidah  horn  granting  s  trace 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Kennefnn,  176.  He  defeats  the  for¬ 
ces  of  the  governor  of  Kennefrin,  and  kills  him,  z  Bo,  Han¬ 
ger  he  is  in  at  the  liege  of  Emeffh,  196,  Advice  he  gives 
to  facilitate  the  taking  the  city,  197.  He  puts  it  m  ex¬ 
ecution  with  fuccefs,  igS.  Upon  intelligence  of  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  grecian  army,  he  is  for  retiring  to  Yeraumk, 
which  is  done,  201.  He  perfuades  Giabalah  to  Maud 
neuter,  and  upon  his  refufaï  gives  him  battle,  and  defeats 
him,  202.  Account  of  his  conference  with  Malian, 
204,  He  commands  in  chief  at  the  battle  of  Yermcmk, 
which  is  won  by  the  Arabians,  207.  He  beflegcs  You- 
kinna  in  the  caille  of  Aleppo,  233.  He,  by  means  of 
Dames’s  flratagem,  takes  it  by  furprize,  241.  His  vic¬ 
tories  beyond  the  Euphrates,  271 ,  He  relieves  the  Ara¬ 
bians  furrounded  by  the  Greeks,  272,  He  is  diffhaded 
from  purfuing  the  Greeks  who  had  retired,  273.  He 
affûts  Youkinna  in  feizing  Tripoli,  282,  His  death» 
287. 

Rhosaites,  a  tribe  of  the  Arabians,  lofe  the  fapermten- 
dance  of  the  Caabah,  7, 

.Kos-sa,  chief  of  the  Coraifcliites  gets  into  liis  hands  the 
fuperintendance  of  the  Caabah,  7,. 

L. 

Laodicea  taken  by  the  Arabians,  286. 

M. 

Mahan  (fuppofed  to  be  the  fame  with  Manuel)  Is  fent  oat 
by  the  grecian  emperor  at  the  head  of  an  arm  y  again  li 
the  Arabians,  199.  He  makes  propofals  which  are  re¬ 
jected,  202.  He  demands  a  conference,  204,  Account 
of  what  paffed  at  the  conference,  ibid.  He  gives  opto 
Khaled,  the  prifoners  he  had  taken,  207.,  Lofes  the  bat- 

Z  3  tie 


/ 


34?  I  '  N  D  E  X. 

tie  of  Yermouk,  208.  Is  made  prifoner,  and  killed  at 
Damafcus,  210. 

Mah  omet, or  Moh  am ed,  his  origin  and  birth,  6.  Becomes 
fervantto  Cadhiga,  who  trulls  him  with  the  management 
of  her  trade,  and  afterwards  marries  him,  8.  He  forms 
a  defignof  eftablifhing  a  new  religion,  ibid.  What  gave 
rife  to  the  delign,  ibid.  He  pretends  to  be  infpired,  and 
begins  to  propagate  his  doftrine,  10.  He  efcapes  from 
Mecca,  and  confirms  his  difciples  in  his  doftrine,  12. 
He  arrives  at  Medina,  1 3 .  Where  he  preaches  his  new 
tenets,  14.  He  attacks  the  inhabitants  of  Mecca,  and  is 
repulfed,  13.  He  makes  himfelf  mailer  of  a  rich  cara¬ 
van,  16.  Hç  feizes  Mecca,  and  fixes  his  religion  there, 
17.  He  defeats  the  Arabians  near  Bedra,  18.  He  lofes 
the  battle  of  Ohod,  ibid.  He  deflroys  feveral  tribes 
who  had  joined  in  a  league  againft  him,  20.  He  makes 
a  truce  with  the  Coraifchites,  21.  He  appoints  pil¬ 
grimages  to  Mecca,  ibid.  He  is  poifoned,  23.  Hecom- 
mences  a  war  againft  the  Greeks,  ibid.  Gains  a  viftory 
over  them,  25.  Performs  his  firft pilgrimage,  26.  De- 
feats  feverâl  tribes  who  had  revolted,  27.  He  caufes 
himfelf  to  be  acknowledged  fupreme  head  in  fpirituals 
and  temporals,  28.  He  totally  fubdues  all  that  ôppofed 
him,  2Q.  He  performs  a  fécond  pilgrimage  to  Mecca, 
ibid.  He  ereftéth  there  tribunals  to  diftribute  juftice,  and 
appoints  an  Iman,  or  pontiff,  of  his  religion,  3 1 .  Seve¬ 
ral  arabian  princes  do  homage  to  him,  32,  33.  He 
marches  to  Taboue,  where  he  waits  for  the  Greeks,  who 
retire  without  attacking  him,  33.  Mahomet’s  laft  pil¬ 
grimage  to  Mecca,  called  the  farewel  pilgrimage,  34, 
He  difperfes  the  factions  of  two  princes  who  fet  up  for 
prophets,  35.  Mahomet’s  death,  36.  His  death  is  cal¬ 
led  in  queftion,  ibid.  Divifons  touching  the  place  for 
his  burial,  37.  Defcription  of  his  perfon,  38.  His  great 
inclination  for  women,  and  how  he  juftifed  it,  40.  How 
many  children  he  had,  47.  The  Mahometans  do  not  ad- 
drefs  their  prayers  to  Mahomet,  6 1 ,  note. 

Mahomet,  fon  of  Abubecre,  made  governor  of  Egypt, 
327.  He  difeovers  the  orders  given  to  arreft  him,  329. 
Difperfes  copies  of  them  over  Arabia,  and  occafions  an 
infu?reftion  againft  Othman,  ibid. 

Mahometism,  fundamental  points  of  that , doftrine,  43. 

Different  lefts  which  arofe  in  that  religion,  33  and  note. 
Mahwa,  a  perfian  prince,  ftirs  up  Tarkan  to  revenge  him¬ 
felf  on  Izdegerd,  316. 

Ma* 
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Ma  K  au  K  a  s,  governor  of  Mefrah,  abandons  the  Greeks 
that  were  in  the  place,  and  makes  a  feparate  treaty  with 
Amru,  292. 

Ma  kawkas,  prince  of  Alexandria  and  Egypt,  fends  prefents 
to  Mahomet,  41. 

Malek,  a  prince  of  note  among!!  the  Arabians,  revolts 
after  Mahomet’s  death,  5  3 .  He  lofes  a  battle  agàinft  the 
Mulfulmen,  54.  Conference  between  him  and  Khaled, 
55.  He  is  killed,  56. 

Malek-Alaschtari  commands  iooohorfemen  at  the  tak¬ 
ing  of  Aazaz,  245.  He  takes  prifoner  an  arabian  Chriftian, 
who  informs  him  that  the  dehgn  of  the  Mulfulmen  upon 
Aazaz  was  difcovered,  ibid.  He  defeats  the  governor  of 
Arravendan,  who  was  marching  to  relieve  the  place,  246, 
He  enters  and  affifts  Youkinna  to  make  himfelf  maf- 
ter  of  it,  249.  Expreffions  he  ufed  on  hearing  of  the  go¬ 
vernor’s  fate,  250. 

Mar  tyrs  amongil  the  Mahometans,  16. 

Mead  is  recalled  from  the  country  of  Haram,  where  he 
commanded,  ico.  Khaled  puts  him  at  the  head  of  part 
of  the  right  wing  of  the  army  at  the  battle  of  Ainadin, 

1  !5- 

Mecca,  a  city  of  Arabia  Deferta,  in  the  province  of  Hegiaz, 
3 .  Mahomet  appoints  a  pilgrimage  thither,  2 1 .  Ceremonies 
to  be  performed  there,  22, 

Medina,  a  city  of  Arabia  Deferta,  in  the  fame  province,  3. 
When  and  why  it  was  called  fo,  13.  Mahomet’s  tomb  is 
in  that  city,  37. 

Meissarah-ebn-Mesruh,  undertakes,  together  with 
Dames,  the  expedition  to  conquer  the  hill  country,  269. 
Is  furrounded  there,  271.  How  he  is  relieved,  272, 
Diifuades  Khaled  from  purfuing  the  Greeks,  273. 

Me  rvan-ebn-Hakem,  Othman’s  fecretary,  betrays  his  ma¬ 
iler,  and  caufes  a  new  infurredlion  againil  him,  328. 

Mesrah,  account  of  the  fiege  thereof,  289. 

Miracles  of  Mahomet  ;  feveral  arabian  authors  affirm  that 
he  difowned  them,  1 2,  note.  Mahometifm  was  to  be 
eilablifhed  without  miracles,  44. 

Mo Avi as,  governor  of  Syria,  his  exploits  by  fea,  322. 

Mogair  ah-ebn-Schaad  propofes  to  give  the  Caliph  the 
title  of  Emir-al-Moumenin,  which  is  approved  of,  158. 

Mogair  ah-ebn-Schab  ah,  is  employed  by  Othman  to  ap~ 
peafe  the  confpirators,  326. 

Mohagerians,  why  fo  called,  37,  note.  Their  dif- 
pute  with  the  Anfarians,  touching  the  place  of  Mahomet’s 
fepulchre,  ibid.  They  claim  a  right  of  appointing  a  fuc- 
ceifor.  to  Mahomet,  47. 
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Monks,  regard  paid  to  them  by  the  Mahometans,  63, 1680 

Moslem  ah- ebn-Mak  haled  is  taken  prifoner  withAmru, 
295.  How  he  regains  his  liberty,  296. 

Mossellamah,  or  Moseilama,  prince  of  Hagera,  pays 
homage  to  Mahomet,  32.  He  fets  up  for  a  prophet  and 
revolts,  57.  Lofes  a  battle,  in  which  he  is  killed,  58. 

Muez  ins,  a  name  given  to  thofe  who  call  the  Mulfulmert 
to  prayers,  223. 

Moumenin,  an  arabian  word,  which  fignifies  the  faithful. 


Nestorius,  general  of  the  chriftian  army,  fights  hand  to 
hand  with  Dames,  and  takes  him  prifoner,  260.  He 
fights  with  Dehac,  and  comes  off  honourably,  261. 

Homan  receives  orders  to  quit  Palmyra  which  he  had  taken, 
and  with  his  forces  to  join  the  army  in  Syria,  100.  Kha- 
led  puts  him  at  the  head  of  part  of  the  right  wing  at  the 
battle  of  Ainadin,  1 1 5 . 

O. 

Obeid,  unhappy  event  of  his  expedition  againft  the  Perfians, 
in  which  he  is  killed,  314. 

Obeid  ah  (Abu)  is  appointed  generalifiimo  of  the  mufiul- 
man  army  in  Syria,  68.  His  conduct  doth  not  anfwer 
the  Caliph’s  expectations,  ibid.  He  is  put  out,  and  Kha- 
led  appointed  in  his  Head,  ibid.  He  joins  his  troops  to 
Khaled’s  to  befiege  Damafcus,  80.  His  opinion  on  the 
debate,  whether  they  fhould  raife  the  fiege  to  march  and 
fight  the  grecian  army,  90.  By  his  advice  the  generals 
who  commanded  feveral  bodies  of  troops  are  ordered  to 
march  to  Ainadin,  93.  He  takes  the  command  of  the 
rear  guard  of  the  army  101.  Is  attacked  and  defeated, 
102.  Difference  between  his  character  and  that  of  Kha¬ 
led’s,  135.  He  grants  terms  to  the  inhabitants  of  Da¬ 
mafcus  on  their  furrender,  136.  His  difpute  with  Kha- 
led  on  that  account,  138.  He  prevails  on  Khaled  to 
comply  with  the  requeff  of  the  inhabitants,  who  were 
-going  to  Antioch,  141.  A  conteft  between  him  and 
Khaled  touching  the  corn,  the  property  of  which  he  had 
left  to  the  citizens,  144.  He  is  named  commander  in 
chief  of  the  army  in  Syria,  159.  Is  embarraffed  on  re¬ 
ceiving  news  of  his  promotion,  1 6 1 .  Sends  a  body  of 
troops  to  take  a  monaftery,  at  which  a  remarkable  fair 
was  held,  164.  Method  he  takes  for  engaging  Khaled 
to  afilft  thofe  who  attacked  the  monaftery,  167.  He 
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fends  an  account  to  Omar  of  the  taking  the  môrta- 
nailery,  and  alks  his  directions  on  feveral  matters,  169. 
He  befieges  EmelTa,  172.  Grants  a  truce  for  a  year  to 
the  city,  173.  His  humanity  induces  feveral  cities  to 
fubmit,  1 74.  He  grants  a  truce  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Kennefrin,  177.  How  he  behaves  on  a  demand  made 
by  fome  of  thofe  inhabitants,  of  fatisfaClion  for  an  infult: 
againft  the  emperor,  178.  He  takes  a  caravan,  1 80.  Lays 
liege  to  Baalbec,  1 81 .  Conditions  he  grants  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants,  188.  Appoints  Raft  governor  of  the  place,  190. 
Stratagem  he  ufed  to  facilitate  the  taking  of  Emeffa, 
193.  He  takes  Areltan  by  flratagem,  ibid.  He  favou¬ 
rably  treats  the  inhabitants  of  Schaïzar,  who  fubmitted 
voluntarily,  195.  He  relumes  the  fiege  of  Emeffa,  ibid. 
The  city  furrenders  on  terms,  199.  On  intelligence  that 
the  Greek  army  was  advancing,  he  holds  a  council,  200. 
Informs  the  Caliph  of  Giabalah’s  defeat,  and  demands 
fupplies,  203.  Yields  the  command  of  the  army  to  Kha¬ 
led,  and  takes  charge  of  the  rear  guard  at  the  time  of  the 
battle  of  Yermouk,  207.  Duties  he  performed  during 
the  battle,  209.  He  writes  to  the  Caliph  a  particular 
account  of  the  aélion,  210.  He  divides  the  booty,  21 1. 
He  fends  troops  to  befiege  Jerufalem,  ibid.  Letter  by 
which  he  fummons  the  inhabitants  to  yield,  212.  His 
anfwer  to  Sophronius  in  the  conference  he  had  with  him, 
214.  He  invites  Omar  to  come  to  Jerufalem,  216.  Is 
made  governor  of  northern  Syria,  224.  Makes  himfelf 
mailer  of  feveral  places,  and  lays  fiege  to  Aleppo,  227, 
Grants  terms  to  the  inhabitants  who  furrender,  232.  He 
ravages  the  neighbourhood  of  Antioch,  263.  Which 
yielding,  he  takes  poffelTion  of  it,  265.  Why  he  v/ould 
not  fuffer  the  troops  to  tarry  in  that  city,  266.  Several 
matters  on  which  he  confults  Omar,  267.  He  fends  out 
troops  to  conquer  the  hill  country,  269.  His  death, 
287. 

Offeirah,  an  arabian  woman  ;  her  reply  to  Caulah’s  in¬ 
vitation,  105.  Khaled  gives  her  (together  with  Caulah) 
the  command  of  the  battalions  compofed  of  arabian  wo¬ 
men,  115. 

Omar,  his  zeal  in  afierting  that  Mahomet  was  not  dead, 
36.  He  induces  the  affembly  of  MulTulmen  to  chufe 
Abubecre  for  Mahomet’s  fuccelfor,  48.  Motives  to  his 
conduct  on  that  occafion,  49.  fie  forces  Ali  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  Abubecre  as  Caliph,  51.  Intercedes  with  the 
Caliph  for  Khaled,  who  had  exceeded  his  orders,  57. 
He  difapproves  of  the  choice  of  Saëd  whom  Abubecre 
had  appointed  commander  of  the  forces  he  fent  into  Sy¬ 
ria,- 
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fia,  66.  He  refufes  to  apply  for  the  command  in  behalf 
of  Amru,  67,  He  diftuades  the  Caliph  from  permitting 
the  Arabians  to  ferve  in  Syria,  126.  On  their  remon- 
ftrances  he  confents  that  their  requefts  fhould  be  granted, 
127.  Abubecre  defigns  him  for  his  fucceffor,  154.  He 
refufes  that  dignity,  and  afterwards  accepts  of  it  on  the 
reprefentations  of  Abubecre,  155.  What  he  faid  touch¬ 
ing  Abubecre’s  difintereftednefs,  157.  He  is  elected  Ca¬ 
liph  without  oppofition,  158.  Receives  the  title  of  Emir- 
al-Moumenin,  159.  Harangues  the  people  in  the  mofque, 
ibid.  Deprives  Khaled  of  the  command,  and  gives  it  to 
Obeidah,  ibid.  \  Oppofition  he  meets  with  on  that  ac¬ 
count,  ibid.  Reafons  for  his  choice,  1 60.  He  is  pro¬ 
claimed  Caliph  at  Damafcus,  163.  Orders  Obeidah  to 
befiege  Emeffa,  171.  Receiving  no  news  from  him,  he 
complains  of  Obeidah’ s  inactivity,  179.  He  fends  fupplies 
to  Obeidah,  203.  Congratulates  him  on  his  victory  at 
Yermouk,  210.  Commands  him  to  befiege  Jerufalem, 
21 1.  Deliberates  whether  he  fhould  go  to  Jerufalem,  as 
Obeidah  requeued  him  to  do,  and  following  Ali’s  advice 
departs  from  Medina,  216.  Defcription  of  his  train, 
2 1 7.  Pafies  many  equitable  fentences  during  his  jour¬ 
ney,  218.  Arrives  at  the  arabian  camp,  and  rectifies 
many  errors  which  had  crept  in  amongft  them,  220.  Ca¬ 
pitulation  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  221. 
Makes  his  entry  into  that  city,  and  vifits  feveral  of  the 
churches  without  praying  therein,  222.  Gives  reafons 
for  fuch  a  conduft,  223.  Adds  a  new  article  to  the  ca¬ 
pitulation,  which  prohibited  the  Muftuimen  from  praying 
on  the  fteps,  &c.  of  the  chriftian  churches,  ibid.  His. 
veneration  for  the  places  which  had  been  honoured  with 
the  prefence  of  the  patriarchs,  224.  He  fhares  amongft 
his  generals  the  government  of  the  conquered  provinces, 
ibid.  He  converts  a  Jew  to  Mahometifm,  225.  He  re¬ 
turns  to  Medina,  226.  Sends  reinforcements  to  Obeidah, 
237.  Had  like  to  have  been  aftaffmated,  259.  His  an- 
fwer  to  a  letter  fent  by  Obeidah  for  his  directions  in  fe¬ 
veral  matters,  267.  Letter  he  wrote  to  the  emperor  to 
procure  Abdallah’s  liberty,  274.  In  what  manner  he 
received  the  emperor’s  prefent,  ibid.  Steps  he  took  to. 
continue  Amru  in  the  command  of  the  army  fent  out  to 
conquer  Egypt,  288.  He  charges  Amru  to  prevent  his 
troops  from  plundering,  300.  His  decifionon  what  was 
to  be  done  with  the  alexandrian  library,  304.  He  is  af- 
faffinatea  by  a  difgufted  Have,  306.  He  refufes  to  nomi¬ 
nate  a  fucceffor,  307.  Name  electors  to  chufe  a  Caliph 
after  him,  308.  His  eulogium,  ibid. 
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^thman  diiîuades  Omar  from  vifiting  Jerufalem,  216. 
would  have  him  deprive  Amru  of  the  command  in  Egypt, 
288.  Why  the  Caliph  does  not  name  him  for  his  fuccef- 
for,  308.  He  is  appointed  one  of  the  eledlors,  ibid, 
fs  chofen  Caliph  in  Omar’s  Head,  313.  He  fends  troops 
to  hnilh  the  conqueft  of  Perfia,  316.  Recals  Amru  from 
Egypt,  and  fends  Abdallah-ebn-Sai'd  in  his  room,  318. 
Which  caufes  the  lofs  of  Alexandria,  320.  He  fends 
Amru  again  to  Egypt,  ibid.  General  infurredtion  againft 
Othman,  322.  Motives  alledged  by  the  confpirators,  32.3. 
Means  he  took  to  quiet  them,  and  which  occalioned 
the  fedition  to  increafe,  325.  He  fends  deputies,  whom 
the  confpirators  refufe  to  hear,  326.  By  the  interpofition 
of  Ali  the  fedition  is  appeafed,  ibid.  Conditions  he  fubmits 
to,  ibid.  A  confpiracy  formed  to  dethrone  him,  327.  He 
is  betrayed  by  the  fecretary,  328.  Is  killed,  331.  De- 
fcription  of  his  perfon,  332. 

P. 

Paul,  of  Damafcus,  puts  himfelf  at  the  head  of  6000 
horfe,  and  defeats  the  Muifulman  rear- guard  com¬ 
manded  by  Obeidah,  101 .  He  is  attacked  in  his  retreat, 
his  troops  are  cut  in  pieces,  and  he  is  made  prifoner,  103, 
His  head  is  cut  off,  109. 

Persia  conquered  by  the  Arabians,  313. 

Peter  fallies  out  at  the  head  of  10,000  men  of  the  troops 
of  Damafcus  againft  the  Arabians,  who  were  marching 
in  queft  of  the  grecian  army,  101.  He  takes  their  bag¬ 
gage,  women,  &c.  and  retires,  102.  Halts  imprudently, 
inftead  of  returning  to  Damafcus  with  all  fpeed,  103. 
Endeavours  without  effedt  to  pacify  Caulah,  who  had 
caufed  the  women  prifoners  to  take  up  arms,  107.  He 
caufes  troops  to  attack  them,  ibid.  He  is  killed,  109. 

Pidgeons,  ufe  made  of  thofe  birds  to  carry  letters,  245» 

Plague  in  Syria,  286. 

Predestination,  abfolute  fundamental  tenet  of  Maho- 
met’s  dodtrine,  20. 


Qc 

Quarter,  Mahomet's  dodlrine  forbids  fuch  to  be  ilain  as 
call  for  quarter,  79. 
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Rafi-ebn-Qmeirah  raifes  the  deje£led  courage  of  the  Ara¬ 
bians,  93.  Defeats  the  guard  which  were  conducing  De- 
rar  to  prifon,  and  fetshim  at  liberty,  97.  Takes  prifoner 
the  emperor  He-r&clius’s  daughter,  152.  Is  appointed 
governor  of  Baalbec,  and  on  what  conditions,  1 90.  He 
makes  inroads  upon  the  adjacent  country,  ibid.  The 
inhabitants  of  Baalbec  put  him  into  pofieflion  of  the  city 
and  government  without  reftridtions,  191,  He  is  taken 
prifoner  in  an  engagement  againft  Giabalah,  202.  He 
is  fet  at  liberty,  207. 

Roman  us,  governor  of  Bo$ra,  vainly  attempts  to  prevail 
on  the  inhabitants  of  that  city  to  furrender  to  the  Mufiul- 
meny  70.  Conference  between  him  and  Khaled,  71. 
His  cowardice  in  the  mock  light  with  Khaled,  72.  He 
a  fécond  time  endeavours  to  perfuade  the  inhabitants  to 
yield,  73.  They  deprive  him  of  the  command,  and  con- 
line  him  to  his  own  houfe,  ibid.  He  delivers  up  the  city 
to  the  Mahometans,  76.  He  turns  Mahometan,  79. 
Serves  interpreter  to  Khaled  in  his  conference  with  Ca¬ 
lculs,  85. 

S. 

Sa  ed  is  appointed  commander  of  the  reinforcements  fent  to 
Syria,  65.  He  is  deprived  of  the  command  on  the  Sol¬ 
licitation  of  Omar,  and  the  decifion  of  A’iefha,  66.  Dif- 
interelled  fpirit  he  fhewed  on  that  occahon,  ibid.  He 
commands  part  of  the  left  wing  at  the  battle  of  Aina- 
din,  1 15.  He  is  one  of  the  ele&ors  named  to  chufe  a 
fuccelTor  to  the  Caliph  Omar,  308.  Advantages  he  gained 
in  Perfia,  315. 

Said  goes  to  Obeidah’s  relief,  1 84.  He  cuts  oit  the  troops  of 
Baalbec  from  the  city,  and  obliges  them  to  retire  to  a 

-  monaftery,  where  he  (huts  them  up,  ibid.  He  obliges 
them  to  enter  into  a  treaty,  and  to  furrender,  187. 

Said-ebn-Amer  is  made  governor  of  Aazaz,  250. 

»  Said-ebn-Amir  is  made  general  of  the  reinforcements 
fent  to  Obeidah,  203.  On  his  march  he  defeats  two 
grecian  parties,  ibid. 

Saracen,  rife  of  that  name,  31.0. 

Schaddad-ebn-Aus  is  appointed  to  carry  a  letter  to  Da- 
mafcns,  by  which  Omar  acquaints  the  army  of  his  eleva¬ 
tion  to  the  fovereignty,  162. 
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Se  RD  i  a  b  î  l  commands  a  body  of  troops  agami!  Mofîeilamaïf, 
ç8.  He  opens  the  fiegeof  Boftra,  6^  Is  repuiièd,  70, 
Khaled  goes  to  his  relief,  ibid.  Receives  orders  to  quit 
Palestine  where  he  commanded,  and  march 'to  Ainadin, 
1 00,  He  commands  part  of  the  left  wing,  at  the  battle 
of  Ainadin,  115.  Defends  hirnfelf  couragioully  again!! 
Thomas,  131,  133.  Is  delivered  from  imminent  dan¬ 
ger  byTuieihah,  281.  His  death,  287. 

Sergius,  a  chriiHan  monk,  alfifts  Mahomet  in  compofing 
the  Alcoran,  43,  63,  note. 

Signal,  fire  during  the  night,  and  afmoke  in  the  daytime, 
was  a  fignal  which  the  Arabians  made  ufe  of,  1 84. 

Sinai,  a  mountain  of  Arabia  Deferta,'  3. 

So f  1  an  (Abu)  obliged  to  give  ground  before  the  Grecians, 
208.  Is  roughly  handled  by  an  arabian  woman,  ibid. 
He  commands  at  the  fiege  of  Jerufalem  before  Obeidalds 
arrival,  21 1.  Omar  gives  him  the  goverment  of  the 
fouthem  parts  of  Syria,  225. 

Sohaid-ebn-Sabah,  gives  the  fignal  to  come  and  relieve 
Obeidah,  who  was  hard  put  to  it  by  the  troops  of  Baal- 
bee,  184.  Obeidah  commends  his  conduct,  but  prohi¬ 
bits  the  doing  it  fort  he  future  without  the  general’s  order, 
1 86. 

Sopkronius,  patriarch  of  Jerufalem,  confers  with  Obeidah 
touching  the  furrender  of  the  city,  213..  He  requires  it 
may  be  made  an  article,  that  the  Caliph  fhould  come  and 
take  pofieiTion  thereof  in  perfon,  2 1 6.  He  receives  Omar 
in  Jerufalem,  and  waits  on  him  to  the  feveral  churches, 
222.,  •  ,  ■ 

Swines  Flesh,  the  ufe  of  it  prohibited  by  the  Alcoran, 
212,  note. 

Syria,  a  province  of  Aha,  3.  The  Arabians  fix  themfelves 
there,  4.  State  of  religion  in  that  province  at  the  time  of 
Mahomet,  9. 

T. 

*■ 

Talionis  (Lex)  the  ufe  of  that  law  preferibed  by  Maho¬ 
met,  172.  : 

Tar kan  goes  to  the  relief  of  Izdegerd,  316.  That  prince 
quarrels  with  him,  ibid.  Is  incited  by  Mahwa,  ibid.  At¬ 
tacks  Izdegerd,  and  defeats  him,  317. 

Tellah  is  one  of  the  ele£tors  named  to  chufe  a  Caliph* 
308. 

Thaha  mah,  one  of  the  provinces  of  Arabia  Deferta,  3. 

Theodore,  governor  of  Aazaz  takes  Youkinna  prifoner, 
whofe  evil  defigns  he  fufpe&ed,  246,  He  is  killed  by  his 
two  Tons,  248. 

Thom  a  s.f 


is® 


i îsr  i5  ê  x. 

Thomas,  fon-in-law  to  the  emperor  Heraclius,  prevails  oîi 
the  inhabitants  of  Damafcus  to  defend  themfelves  againR 
the  Arabians,  izg.  He  heads  the  troops  and  makes  a 
fally,  ibid.  Receives  a  wound,  and  is  forced  to  quit  the 
fields  131.  Makes  â  fecoiïd  fally  which  is  unfuccefsful 
to  him,  133.  He  refolves  to  quit  Damafcus  in  Order  to 
go  to  Antioch,  141.  What  conditions  he  obtains,  ibid. 
He  begins  his  march,  followed  by  a  great  number  of  the 
inhabitants,  142.  He  receives  orders  from  the  emperof 
to  come  to  Conftantinople,  148.  He  is  attacked  by  Kha- 
led,  his  troops  are  defeated,  and  he  is  killed,  130. 

Tuleihah  faves  Sergiabil’s  life;  281.  Who  he  was,  ibid» 
note. 

V. 

Verdan,  Amru’s  Have,  procures  his  mailer’s  liberty,  296. 

Verdanus,  the  emperor’s  general,  goes  to  the  relief  of  Da¬ 
mafcus,  at  the  head  of  1  oo,oco  men,  94.  His  army  is 
cut  in  pieces j  98.  He  retires  to  Ainadin,  99.  Returns 
again!!  the  Arabians  with  a  new  army,  ibid.  Milfes  an 
opportunity  of  attacking  them  to  advantage,  1 10;  He  ani¬ 
mates  his  troops  before  he  attacks  the  Arabians,  1 1 6.  Sends 
a  deputy  to  Khaled,  and  makes  propofals  which  are' 
rejeded,  ibid.  He  demands  a  conference  of  Khaled, 
who  grants  it,  118.  He  dehgns  to  have  Khaled  aflaffi- 
nated  during  the  conference,  1 19.  He  goes  to  the  place 
of  rendezvous,  where  he  is  furprized  by  fome  Arabians, 
who  had  before  killed  the  Greeks,  and  laid  an  ambufh  in 
the  fame  place,  122.  He  is  killed,  123. 

W, 

» 

«  S'  A 

Wars  (holy)  name  given  by  the  Muffulmen  to  all  fuch  wars 
as  they  undertake  with  defign  to  propagate  their  religion, 
60. 

Wathek-ebn-Mossafer  undertakes  toalfallinate  theCa* 
liph,  259.  Milles  the  opportunity,  ibid.  Turns  Maho¬ 
metan,  260. 

Wine,  the  ufe  of  it  forbidden  by  the  law  of  Mahomet,  1 69, 
note.  Reafon  for  that  prohibition,  ibid.  Some  inter¬ 
preters  mollify  it,  ibid.  Punifhment  infiided  on  thole 
who  had  broken  that  law,  ibid. 

Women  (Arabian)  their  cruelty,  19.  Are  taught  to  han¬ 
dle  arms,  106,  130.  They  go  to  the  wars,  113,  208. 

Ÿ. 


INDEX. 


y. 

Yatreb,  a  city  pf  Arabia  Deferta,  afterwards  called  Me- 
dina-al-Nabi,  and  now  Medina,  13. 

Yermouk,  a  city  of  Syria,  on  the  river  Yermouk,  where 
the  Arabians  gain  a  compleat  vi&ory  over  the  Greeks, 
208. 

Yezid-ebn-abi-Sofian  is  appointed  to  command  themuf- 
fulman  army  fent  into  Syria,  6 1 .  He  gains  an  advan¬ 
tage  over  the  Grecians*  64.  Receives  orders  to  quit  the 
territory  of  Balna,  and  join  the  grand  army  of  the  Ara¬ 
bians,  100.  He  commands  the  baggage  guard  at  the 
battle  of  Ainadin,  115.  He  is  taken  prifoner,  202.  Kha- 
led  obtains  his  liberty,  207.  He  commands  a  detachment 
appointed  to  facilitate  the  taking  of  Tyre,  284.  His 
death,  287. 

Youkinna,  governor  of  Aleppo,  difdainfully  rejects  the 
propofal  of  furrendring  to  the  Mahometans,  228.  Makes 
a  Tally  with  fuccefs,  229.  Maltreats  the  inhabitants,  who 
during  his  abfence  had  parlied  with  the  Muffulmen,  232. 
He  retires  to  the  caille,  where  he  is  befieged  by  Khaled, 
233.  Account  of  the  gallant  defence  he  made  of  the  ci¬ 
tadel,  ibid.  Which  is  taken  by  furprize,  238.  He  em¬ 
braces  Mahometifm,  242.  Means  he  ufed  to  get  poffef- 
fion  of  Aazaz,  243»  His  treachery  is  difcovered,  and  he 
is  taken  prifoner,  245.  He  regains  his  liberty,  and  de¬ 
livers  up  the  fortrefs  to  the  Arabians,  248.  He  goes  to 
Antioch  with  a  view  of  being  ufeful  to  the  Mufiulmen, 
251.  Is  brought  before  the  emperor,  who  being  deceived 
by  his  feigned  repentance,  takes  him  again  into  favour, 
252*  He  is  appointed  to  efcort  Heradius’s  daughter,  254. 
Saves  the  mahometan  prifoners  lives,  262.  His  treache¬ 
rous  dealings  occafion  the  Mufiulmen  to  gain  a  victory 
over  the  Chriftians,  265.  He  feizes  Tripoli,  and  intend¬ 
ing  to  make  himfelf  mailer  of  Tyre,  is  difcovered  and  ar- 
reiled,  283.  Is  fet  at  liberty  by  the  perfidious  Bafil,  and 
facilitates  the  taking  of  the  city  by  the  Mahometans, 
284. 

Z. 

» 

Zac  at,  a  tax  commanded  to  be  paid  by  the  law  of  Maho¬ 
met,  53. 

Zobeir,  the  firft  that  entered  Mefrah,  293.  Is  appointed 
one  of  the  eledors  for  chufmg  a  fucceffor  to  Omar,  308, 
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